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vidara, Sans., ware the vernacular names for the dried leaves and 
twin of PlaconrtU Catiydsracta, the faidyala of Bengal. {Mntlie, II, 40 j.) 

Mr, Gamble, in Manual of Indian Timbers, p. 17, g^ves talispatn as 
the Hindi name for Flaroartia Ca t a phr asta, Roxb., and this is also the 
name given by Babu T. N. Mukharjl in his Amsterdam Catalogue. 

1 have examined many speciigens of the talispaira of our native druggists’ 
shops<() ^ngal, and th^ have uniformly been the leaves and twigs of 
AUm WebUana. Dr. LK C. Dutt writes me to say that this is also his 
expeukice, and that he .is opinion this is the ialtspaira of the ancient 
SansKrit writers. It seems difficult to account, however, for a man o^ 
Dr. Ainslie's ability mistaking the ovate leaf of a Flaconrtla for the < 
rieedle-shaped leaues of a Pine, and having few or no authors to com¬ 
pile from, ne must have personally identified the plants of which he 
wrote. c 

Dr. F. Hamilton says the Hindu Doctors of Beharuse an infusion of 
ialtspaira in the treatment of hoarseness. It is probable that the 
dried leaves of several plants, according to the part of India where 
met with, receive the name of talispaira, provided they are found 
useful in the treatment of coughs. It seems likely, however, that the 
leaves of AUea Webbiana are the original or true talispaira. Dr. 
Dymock informs me that the talispaira of the Bombay shops (also called 
Btrmi) consists of the leaves and young shoots of Taxns bKCata, Linn. 

The description of the talispaira in old books on Indian medicinal 
plants would agree very well with the leaves of a Cionamooiua, much 
better in fact than with those of an AUes. Dr. Moodeen Shari# gives 
talishapatri as the Tamil and Telegu names for C. Tamala, Nees, and also 
the Arabic and Persian for the leaves of that plant. He may be quite 
right in this opinion, modern usage having appropriated the name to 
Abies. ; 

1 

Hakims affirm that the gum mixed with oil of roses, when taken 
internally, produces intoxication. This mixture is used externally ior 
headache; neuralgia, &c. {Dr. Emerson) 


ABROMA. 
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'Abroma augusta, ZiVin., Sterculiacxa. 

Vem.— Ulaikambal, Beng. 

A small bush, widely spread, native or cultivated, throughout the 
hotter parts of India. 

The bark of the root is an emmenagogue, which does not appear to 
have received the attention which it deserves. In the Indian Medical 
Gazette for 1872, Mr. Bhoobun Mohun Sircar gives an account of the 
uses of this drug, specially re^mmending it in the treatment of dys- 
menorrhoea. 

ABRUS. 

rAbrus precatorius, Linn., liGtiMmos.®. 

Indian or Wild Liquorice Root, Eng. ; Liank k reglissk, Er, 
Vem.— Guncki, rati, chirmiH,llinT>.i Gunja, ghungachi, Bou. ; Mas- 
pati, Nepal: Kunck, gunckf ckun-kati, Beng. ; Gunja, krish, nala. 
kaka ckinchi. Sans.; Aatnuddek, Arab.: Chaskmehhuros, Pers.j 
Gun-duinani,TA.tt.} Gkurie^gkinei, Tbi.. 

A beautiful climber, met with all along the Himal^as, ascending tc 
altitude 3,oooVeet. and soreading through the plains of India to Cevlor 
■‘a^ Siam. 
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There are three principal varieties described by Roxbutffh 

itt —^With rose-coloufbd flowers, red seed and blacic eye. 

2nd —With darkrcoloured flowers, black seed and white eye. 
yd —With white flowers, white s«5d. 

The seeds are used by goldsmiths for ^veig^s, and ^ seeds make one 
misha, and 12 mishas one tola. _ # 

The root and the seed are used in native m^icine; the latter, if powder¬ 
ed and injected into the blood, is fatal in about 24 hours, llie^praer, 
Ainslie and O’Shaughnessy say, “ is a perfect substitute for liquorice in 
every way.” Modem authors differ with them in this opinion. According 
to Sanskrit writers it is emetic and useful in poisoning. Dr, Bidie 
says; “ The Abrus root has little or no saccharine taste, and would form 
a vAy indifferent substitute for licorice.” Liquorice root is largely 
imported into India and 'extensively used in native medicine, and pro¬ 
bably often sold under the same vernacular name as that given to the 
Abrns root. 

Dr. Dymock, speaking on this subject, says: “ I consider the root to 
bear very little resemblance to liquorice, either as reg^ards appearance or 
qualities; as pointed out by Dr. Moodeen SharifT, the leaves are by far 
the sweetest part of the plant, and from them a tolerable extract may be 
made.*’ 

Mr. Walker recommends a lotion prepared from the ground seeds in 
the treatment of certain eye diseases, producing advantageous purulent 
inflammation of the conjunctiva. 

In his Sanskrit Materia Medica Surgeon U. C. Dutt says the seeds 
are “ used internally in affections of the nervous system and externally 
in skin diseases, ulcers, affections of the hair.” They are pounded and 
made up with mercury, sulphur, nfm seeds, hemp leaves and cotton 
seeds, &c., &c. In such a combination the powdered seeds may 
be rendered inert, but it seems a dangerous practice to apply them 
to ulcers or other sores, since it has been proved repeatedly that a 
hypodermic injection of the powdered seed is absolutely fatal. In fact, 
this injection is only too frequently resorted to in India for criminal 
purposes, either to destroy human life or that of cattle. 

D r. War den, experimenting with the poisonous property of the seeds, 
fountf^SPKalf a seed rubbed down with a small quantity of water and 
injected into the thigh of a full-grrown cat produced fatal effects in 24 
hours. He succeeded in isolating an acid which he called Abric Acid; 
it proved to be non-poisonous. While the seeds used in this manner- 
are highly poisonous, it is remarkable that when boiled they may be 
eaten, and in fact are reported to constitute an article of food in l^ypt. 

An extract of Abrnaroot is regarded as ofEcmal in the Indian Pmm- 
macopoeia. 

abutil6n. 

^butilon indicum, G. Don, Malvack*. 

^ Wtra.—Kanf'hi, iuitgani. Hind. ; Potdri, Bkno. ; Mashtut-gh-^l, Akab.; 

Darakhte^shairah, Pebs. ; Petdri, madmi, kanghdi, chakra4ihenda. 
Bom.; Peiari tip-kadi, Tubocufy, Goa; Tatti, Tam. The seeds are 
known as Balabija, Bom. 

The seeds are known in the bazars as Balabija, ^ 

A small shrub, common throughout the hotter parts of India. 

The roots, bark, leaves and seeds are used in native medicine, 

. and said to be useful in chest affections. An infusion oL the leaves or 
of the ro<Xs is prescribed in fevers as a cooling m^cine (Ainslie). 
The seeds are used as a laxative in piles. They ai^called halbi^ in 
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Bombay, and are sappwed to be laxative and deAiulcent, and, like the 
leaves, are very mucilaginous. 

A. fa it Hcnn i and A. asiatinini ard^sed indiscriminately, if not one 
or two other species. A decoction of the bark, leaves, and seeds to- 
gMher has been long used the Hindis on account of their mucila¬ 
ginous and diuretic properties, much in the same way as the Marsh¬ 
mallow of Europe. (Ifympci, Mat. Mtd., Wutem India.) 


A decoction is used as a mouth-wash in cases of toothache and 
tender nms. Boiled milk, whisked with the fibrous twigs, coagulates; 
^he fluid obtained by decantation is by hakims regarded as efficacious* 
in tuemorrhoids when given internally. (Dr. Emerton.) 


ACACIA. 

Acacia arabica, Willi.., Leouhinoss. 

The Babui. Tree or Indian Gum Arabic Tree. 


Vera. — Bdbil, Hiar, Hind, j Vabhtda (Bdikula), Barbara, Sans. ; Eart- 
mughilan, Pers. j Ammuekilan, Arab ; Kati-iikar, Dec. ; Babkila, 
bivala, kali-kiier, rdma-hdti, Bom. ; Karu-velam, Tam. j Nallatumma, 
Tel. 


A small, thorny tree, common everywhere. 

The bark b a powerful astringent and demulcent. It occurs in 
coarse, fibrous^ pieces of a deep reddish colour. It may be used in ex¬ 
ternal applications as a substitute for oak-galls. It has been found a 
valuable remedy in prolapsus ani, as an external applicant in leucorrhoea, 
and has been recommended as a poultice for ulcers attended with sani- 
ous discharge. (Phartn. Ind^ 

Gum acacia or the gum from Acacia vera is used for the prepara¬ 
tion of the mucilage; the Pharm. Ind. says that the gum of Feronia 
ElCThantnns, Corr., is a better substitute than the gum from A. araUca. 

The tender leaves beaten into a pulp are given in diarrhcea as an 
astringent (U. C. Dutf). 

The gum is used ^ong with water as a vehicle for bismuth, oxide 
of zinc, and also in lozenges. 


Some native hakims say it is very useful in diabetes mellitus, as 
the ^m is not converted into sugar. The bark and seeds burnt and 
powotfed are used as a tooth-powder. (Dr. Emerson.) 

A. Catechu, Willi., Lequiunosm. 

Catechu, Eng.; Cachou, Fr.; Catechu, Ger. 

Vera. — Khair.’HmD,; Khaderi, khera, khaira. Bom.; KafihaM, Dec.; 
Khoira, koir, Ass.} K/iadir, Saks, t Khoiru, Vrima } Karangalli, bdga, 
kasltu kvtti, Tam. ; Kaitchu, Tel.; Kat-kihiri, Cinoh. ; Sha, Burm. 

A moderate-sized, gregarious, thorny, deciduous tree, common in 
most parts of India and Burma, extending in the Sub-Hiinalayan tract 
westward to the Indus. (Gamble.) 

.The extract known as Catechu or Cutch is used medicinally as an astrin- 
^ht in fevers and other maladies. It is peculiarly useful in diari-hoea, . 
with pyrosis, depending upon a relaxed state of the intestinal mucous 
ipembcane. H^o^ly, it has also been used with much advantage in 
\m>iwiness gums, relaxation of the uvula, hypertrophy m the 

tmisi^ and as stringent injection in the treatment of leucorrhoea and , 
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atonic menorrhagia {Pharm. Ind.) It is prepared by boiling down a 
decoction obtained from chip^f the heart-wood. Before completing 
the evaporation^ twigs are pl^d in the concentrated decoction, is 
then set aside for a time, when the cryst^Iine substance known as Kuth 
is deposited upon the twigs. This is the practice in Kumaun (see ilfib'a- 
son's Himalayan Districts, 775). In otheaparts of the wountry a difierent 
practice is followed. The decoction is boiled down until it fttains a 
required consistence, when it is thrown imo moulds made of clay or 
of leaves. It occurs in large irregular cakes, soft internally. Tq^s is the 
Catechu or Cutch of commerce j Kutk is entirely consumed in India, 
being taken by the natives in their pdn. There are three kinds of 
Catechu met with in Indian markets :— ' * 

true Catechu or the extract from A. Catechn—a (lark-coloured 
kind. , s 

(a) Kut or kuth, a grey, crystalline substance. 

(i) Irregular cakes, catechu proper. 

The produce of Uncaiia Gambler, generally imported into India 
from Sing^ore—pale Catechu or Catr :hu Pallidum. 

(a) Pressed block Gambler. 

( 4 ) Gambler in cubes. 

The produce of the palm Areca Catechu—a very dark-coloured form. 

Catechuic acid, Khairu-sira, is found in cavities of the wood. 
(Dymock.) 


A mbcture of Catechu and Myrrh, called Kathbol, is very generally 
given to women after confinement as a tonic and to promote the 
secretion of milk. {Dr, Dymock.) 

Mixed with aromatics it is used by Natives in melancholia ; powdered 
and mixed with water it is used in conjunctivitis. Hakims state that it 
will produce abortion, and that, at the same time, it is useful for 
women who are barren but are desirous of having offspring P {Dr, 
Emerson.) 

^cada. condnna, DC. 

Vem. — Ban-ritha, Bsng. ; Sapiala, Sajjs. ; Aila, rassaul. Own; Shiheiai, 
chikekai, Dec. ; Siki, sikdkai, Bom. ; Shiiii, Tam.; Chikaya,gogu, Tel. ; 

Kan. ; Soopwotnway.Bvnu, 

An extremely thorny, scandent bush, common throughout India abd 
Burma. 

The leaves are eaten, and the pods are detergent and used for 
washing the hair to kill vermin. The pods of several other species are 
also used for this purpose. 

A. Farnesiana, Wiild. 

The Cassie Flowers. • 

Vem. —Vilayti kiiar, viUayati babdl. Hind.; Giya babla, Beno.; 
yedda vala, I AM.} yali,iUti. 

A thorny shrub indigenous to America, now cultivated all over India 
{Gamble). The Flora of British India regards it as indigenous to India, 
"cosmopolitan in the tropics, but often cultivated.” It is commobj 
enough everywhere in India, growing freely by self-sowing. Its 
scented, yellow flower-heads perfume the atmosphere very pleasantly. 
Th^ constitute the Cassie flowers so much used in European perfu- 
men^. 

The bark is astringent, and is often used as a sKbstitute for Arada 
atabica bark. ^ 
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lAcieift itorugines, JDC. 

Vet&— Xhmr, Nbpal ; Velvdam, ^AM.; Ansandra, Tel, 

A large deciduous tree of Ncnth Bengal, Central and South India, 
Guzerat. 

The bark possesses astringent properties. 

A. ledtophlcea, Wiild., 

Vcsn,— Reri, rauty, iarir, Hnga, rinj. Hind, j Hevur, pindharya, babh(^ 
* licht Jidda, Bom. } Vrivaylam, Tam. ; Telia tumma,TAh, j Tanoung, 
Burm. 

• A large tree of^the plains of India and Burma. 

The bark is used to flavour native spirits, and to increase the 
quantity of alcohol from the sugan " 

A. modesta. Wall. 

Vent.— Palosa, Ako. j Pkulaki, Pa. 

A thorny, moderate-sized, and deciduous tree on the Sulaiman and 
Salt Ranges, in the Sub-Himalayan tract between the Indus and the 
Sutlej, and in the northern part of the Punjab plains. {Gamble.) 

The tree yields a gum, which is used in native medicine. 


ACALYPAH. 

13 i-Acalypha indica,-jC»««., Evphorbtacxx. 

Vem.— Xufii, khokali, kipamanni, HiNO., BoH. j Potari, Beko. ; Kuppai- 
meni, Tam 2 Kappai'Chettu, Tel. 

A small shrub, growing as a weed in gardens. 

The juice of the fresh plant is used as an emetic and expectorant. 
An infusion of the dried plant may be used similarly. (Dr. Bidie.) 


ACAMPE. 
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Acampe papillosa, Lindl., Orchidm. 

Syn.— Saccolabium papillosum, Lind. 

This plant is said by Surgeon U. C. Duttto be used indiscriminately 
with the Vanda Roxbarghii, the roots of both constituting ra'sna', 
Beno. and Saks. I have not found any confirmation of this statement. 
Acatape is a native of the coast of Burma and South India, and is 

not met with in BengaU . 

Information regarding this plant, if used medicinally, and also speci¬ 
mens, would be most acceptably. 






{ACER. 

Acer plctum, Tkunb., ahd A. caesium, Wall., Safindacs.x. 

Vem.— fOf the former) Kilpattar, trekhan, kakru, kaneal or hantal, kan- 
jar, jerimu, laur, Pb. ; Kancheli, N. W. P.; Dhadonfra, Jerimu, 
* Simla. (Of the latter) Mandar, trekhan, tilpattar, Pb.; Kilu, Ku- 

MAUN. 

Lame deciduous trees common on the North-West Himalaya from 
.1^ In£is to Nepal, ascending to altitude 11,000 feet. 

The knots onthe stems are made into the curious water-cups supposed 
i^wme it the i#l tribes to have a medicinal influence over the water. 





The leaves are said to yield an acrid juice in Kaiiiwiri whk^ 
the hands; but in most otherifl^s of the Himalaya w lopped 
as fodder. 


‘acetum. 

Acetum. . • 

Vinegar. t ^ 

Veni.— Khal, Arab,; Sirtah, Pbss.; Stria, Hind.) KiditlA*. 

In India vinegar is made from rice, sugar, various fruits,^cc.,'and 
is largely used by hakims as a medicinal agent. In the pure state it 
is esdarotic. Applied externally mixed with sweet oil or water^it is 
lately used for congestive headaches, and in sunstroke In catarrh it 
is ‘used like smelling-salts. As a^apor bath it is useful in*reducing high 
temperature of fevers, fs extensively made use of by hakims for the de¬ 
struction of ectozoaandentozoa. The vapor of vin^ar applied to the ear 
is beneficial in ear-ache and deafness In dyspepsia with foul breath the 
natives use it internally mixed with alt, and this same mixture is com¬ 
bined with alum employed as a dentifrice and astringent for bleed¬ 
ing gfum. For sore-throat it is used as a gargle mixed with hot water. 
Diluted solutions are given as cooling draughts and to quhnch thirst. 
Highly prized by natives for reducing obesity. The vinegar made from 
grapes is mixed with salt as a local application to bites of mad dogs, A 
much-prized remedy for ring-worm. A weak solution is applied to bums 
and scalds. Combined with sulphur is said to be bene&ial in chronic 
rheumatism and gout. Mixed with sweet oil is OTpliw _ locally over 
rheumatic and stiff joints. If used any ■ n .th of time it is an ana- 
phrodisiac. {Dr, Emerson.) 

ACHILLEA. I 

Achillea millefolinm, Linn., Compositje. 

Vera. — Rojamari, Bom. Stewart says this is one of the plants sold in the 
bazars. Momddri chopandiya, Kashmir; Bit mdderan, Asa. 

A native of North Asia, Europe and America, and of the Western 
Himalaya, from Kashmii to Kumaun; altitude 6,000 to 9,000 feet. 

The flower-heads are used medicinally as an aromatic stimulant (see 
Artemisia vulgaris). They are also u^ed as a bitter, and in medicated 
vapour baths for fever. 

Dr. Dymock says that A. SautoUua, Linn, (flowers) are used in the 
Bombay Presidency, and are known as biranjisif. This plant is ap- 
p^ently imported into Bombay from Persia. It is not a native of 
Egypt. 

achyraJtthes. 

Achyranthes aspera, Zra»., Akarantacea. 

Vera. — Aping, Beno. : Latjira, 'chirchira, chirchiHa, Hisit,; Aghtda, 
Bom. ; Apamaiva, ighidi apdnga. Sans.; Vtta-reni, Tel.; Pfai-yurim, 
Tam. ; Kuiri, Pb.; Aikumah, Arab.; Khare-vaakun, Pers. 

A shrub 3 to 4 feet; found all over India, ascending to 3,000 feet. 

A troublesome weed in gardens throughout the year. * 

It possesses valuable medicinal properties as a pungent and lairative, 
and is considered useful in dropsy, piles, boils, eruptions of the skin, 
&c. The seeds and leaves are considered emetic, and are useful in 
Iwdnmhobiaand snake-bites. (T. N. Mukherji's Amsterdam Catak^fue.) 
The dried plant is given to children for colic anjj^also as an asWngent 
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in ironorriKiea Punjab Pianti). Major Madden says that 

Aenowering spikes are r^^arded as^protective against scorpions, the 
insects being paralysed through the presence of a twig. The ash 
yields a large quantity of potash, renderir^ it useful in the arts as well 
as in medicine. Mixed with orpiment this ash is used mctemally in the 
treatment of ulcers, and of warts on the penis and other parts of the body 
{U. C, Dutt). Sesamum oil ahd the ash (apamarga taila) are used in the 
treatment of disease of the ear, being poured into the meatus. Dr. Bidie 
says Various English practitioners agree as to its marked diuretic 
prop&ties in the form of a decoction.” Dr. Cornish reports favourably, 
tiainng found it efficacious in the treatment of dropsy. Dr, Shortt reports 
on its use as an external applicant in the treatment of the bites of insects; 
and Dr, Turner calls attention to it as a remedy in snake>bite (Pharm. 
Indiea), AS an ash, however, there,seems no reason to think it possesses 
any Virtues other than those of the'Simple alkali of our shops. 


ACIPENSER. 

Z9 I Adpenser huso, Linn., Pisces. 

SouECE OE Isinglass. 

Vent. — Machekhi-kasirish, HiND., Dae.; Ghinriyu$-samak, Arab, j Siresh- 
ome-fiuiAt, Pers.i Nim-vajjaram, T\u. } Clupa.vajra mi, Tkl. 

A stur^on inhabiting the Caspian and Black seas. 

_ The swimming bladder or sound is cut up into shreds forming the 
Isinglass of commerce. This is insoluble in cold water, but when{boiled 
it is completely soluble, and on cooling forms a beautiful jelly. Fifteen 
grains of Isinglass are sufficient to form a consistence to one ounce of 
water. 

It is demulcent, nutritive. It b also used as a test to distinguish 
g^lic from tannic acid, the latter becoming yellow. As a substitute for 
isinglass lee Gradlaria llchen ri dea. 


ACONITUM. 

Aconitum feroz, Wall, Ranunculaces. 

Indian Aconite. 

Vem . — Bitch bit miika (Royle), Hind. ; Kat bish, Brno., Arab. ; 
Atibisha, viska, vatsanibha. Sans. ; Bishnag, Peks. ; ^cha-niba. 
Bom. ; Vasha navi, Tam. 

The root b sold in the bazars under the name of Bachnab (Bom.). 
Temperate Sub-AJpine Himalaya, from Sikkim to Garhwal, ^titude 
10,000 to 14,000 feet. 

The mass of the root sold as Aconite Root is derived from this species, 
but several others are no doubt used as adulterants. Dr. Bidle says 
the root of Methonica rapeiba is used as an adulterant in Madras. 

The root b highly poisonous, and is a very effective medicine in 
psMk^^ous kinds of dbeases. It is reg^ded su heating and stimulant, and 
I i^fcnil in fever, cqphalalgis^ affections of the throat, dyspepsia and 
rheumatbnu Bish appears to have been known to the Hindu doctors 
from the earliest ages. It b much used as an external application, the 
root* being former into a psute (Itp) and spread upon the skin in 
n«iCIgi%'boib, 8 c(l Internmiy, it b chiefly used in the treatment of 

8 \ 
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chronic intermittent fevers {DymocH). Europeans use it as a substitute 
for true aconite. Also largeljL used by the natives criminally and to 
poison their arrows. 


Said by hakims to be useful in lar^e doses along with stimulants 
in cases of snake>bite and scorpion sbngs. Said be aphrodisiac. 
Very useful for reducing the temperature tn fevers, (Dr. Emewon.) 

Aconitum heterophyllum. Wall. a 

Vem.— Atis ativika, ativisha. Hind.; Ataes, ativisha. Sans.; VMt-iurii, 
Peks.; Ativadayam, Tak. ; Ativofo, Tel. ; Sikhihari, chitijan, paMr, 
or patis, honga, Ps. - , 
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This is apparently Cattha Nirbiaa, Ham., and Nitbiaia Handltoali, 
Z>dh 1 it is most probably the sp^ies of Aconite to which Ihe vernacnilar 
NirUsia belongs. Hanrdlton says it is in Nepal called Nirhishi or 
Nirhetchi. 

West temperate Himalaya, from Kumaun to Hasora, altitude 8,000 
to 13,000 feet 

The root is pleasantly bitter, and is regarded as a valuable, mild 
antiperiodic, apnrodisiac, and tonic, checking diarrhoea. It may be 
administered internally with safety owing to the absence of Aconitia or 
other poisonous properties. It is especialfy useful in convalescence after 
fever. As a tonic the dose is 5 to 10 grains, three times daily, and as 
an antiperiodic from 20 to 30 grains of the powdered root every three or 
four hours. 

The root is said by O’Shaughnassy to be adulterated with that 
of Aaparagua sarmentosua (satamuli). Two kinds of the root are 
met with in the market— (a) grey shrivelled tubers larger and longer 
than (d) white, the daughter off-snoots broken from the former. The latter 
fetch the best price. They are slightly scarred from the abrasion of 
nutlets, are generally 2 inches long, with a thin tap-like extremity, often 
bifurcated. They should break with a short starchy fracture, present, 
ing a white surface (Dymock). The atis is eaten fresh by the hillmen 
of Kanawar as a mild tonic. 

Dr. Buchanan, who first made known the various forms of aconite, 
referred them to the genu' Caltba, but Don early corrected this mist^e 
by forming them into a new genus to which he gave the name Niibiaia in 
honor of the vernacular name Nirbisi applied to one of Dr. Buchanan’s 
plants. Wallich subsequently referred these plants to their correct genus, 
Aconitum. Much confusion still exists as to the true Nirbisi, for it is by 
no means clear that it is a pure synonym for Jadvar, the generic name 
for Aconite root. The following plants have been also mentioned as 
bearirm the vernacular name Nirbisi. Curcuma oromatica, Salisb., 
C. Zedoaria, Roxb., which Colebrooke regarded as the Zedoary of 
the ancients from its synonyms ^ing yddvidr and Zad'war. Dr. 
Royle states that the roots of Ddphinium draudatum. Wall. (D. pand- 
fiorum, Royle), bear the name Nirbisi, In D». Dymock’s Glossary of 
the Bombay Plants and Drugs, Nirbisee is given as the Deccan name 
for Cistampelos Pareira. Dr. Dymock' has, however, drawn my attention 
to the fact that Dr. Rice, the distinguished Sanskrit scholar, has identified 
the roots of KylUngia monocepham, Unn., as the Nirvisha of the Sans¬ 
krit writers. This agrees with Roxburgh’s remark under Kyllingia, 
where he gives the Bengali of this plant as Smtagothubi; remarlf 
that Nirbishee, its fragrant aromatic root, in accounted an antidote 
to poison. Dr. Moodeen SharifF, Khan Bahadur, distinguishes between 
the words Nir-bisi (a synonym for Jadvar) and the Sanskrit expression 
Nir-Visham or Nirvisha, which expression he says means antidote. He 
concludes his remarks by urging that great care should be shfllin in ‘ 
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prescribing the forms of Aconite under their vernacular names, and 
he r^ards Jadvaraa the only name ^ich can with safety be used. 


t 

i 


Given internally it is said to be useful ih boils. (.Dr. Emerson.) 


■r 


Acooitum luriilum, H. f. ^ T. 

A, Isrcpctonum, Linn. ' 

A, Napellus, 

t This is the true Monks’-hood or Wolves’-bane Aconite. 

'VtXtS.—Dudhiabish, kMhish, mi^a tahar, tilia cachang, mokri, Kashmir 

aM Punjab Himalayan nah|s. ^ 

Temperate Alpine Himalaya from 10,000 to 15,000 feet (Sach Pass, 
Chumba, Watt), ascendin? in stunted Alpine forms to the highest limit 
of v^etation in the Nortm-West Provinces. Distrib .—Temperate and 
Arctic Europe, Asia and America. 

The root of this plant is generally said to be the most poisonous of 
the g^us, yielding the true aconite of our chemists’ shops, from which 
Aconitia, the most virulent of poisons, is obtained. Ewers, however, 
gives A, ferox as the most poisonous. It is remarkable that some members 
of this genus and even varieties of this species should not possess the 
alkaloid at ^ 1 , and may therefore be eaten with impunity. ITie Flora of 
British India describes two varieties of this species, namely, oiultifiduni, 
sp. Roylt, and rotundifoliim, sp. Kar, as eaten by the Bhutias. The ver¬ 
nacular names, Bikhma, bishma, Hind., and Wakhma, Bom., are ap- 
I plied to a wholesome form of the aconite root, which may probably be one 
of the above varieties. , 

'rhe root of A. Napellni, Linn., is ofHcinal in the British Pharmacopoeia, 
and does not, therefore, require to be further dwelt upon in this list. 

The fresh leaves are also used in Europe in the preparation of the 
Extract, which is regarded as less certain in its action than the prepara¬ 
tions from the root. 
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A. palmatum, Don. 

Vent.— The three preceding species, together with A. ferox. Wall., are 
probably known mdiscriniinately as Bisk, bith, mitka, titia, mitka euher, 
bishnak, oH, singya, mishri-iish, iala mohra, singya jar, Ofc., &c. 

Small, elegant, herbaceous plants in the Alpine regions of the Hima¬ 
laya from Kashmir to Sikkim, altitude 8,000 to 14,000 feet, A. luriduia, 
H.f. V T., being chiefly confined to Sikkim. 

The roots are all poisonous, and no doubt are used for the same pur¬ 
pose, all mixed together as met with in the bazars. 


ACORUS. 
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' Acorus Calamus, Linn., Aejoiozm. 

The Sweet-elag. 


Vem.— Bach,ghorbach, Hind.j Veihanda, gandkiUnaja, Boh.; Vacha, 
vehhanda. Sans. ; Vaj, Akab. : Agre-turki, Pers. ; Bach, Beno.; Bari 
it)/, Pb.j PazAamiK, Tah. j Kotltvii,T el.; Linhe, Buum. 

A semi-aquatic perennial, with indefinitely branched rhizomes, 
a native of Europe (f) and North America; cultivated in damp, marshy 
places in India and Burma, altitude 3,000 to 6,000 feet; exceedingly 
common in Manipur and the Ns^a hills, often on the cultivated fields, 
spreading apparently from the division walls. 
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The aromatic rhizome or root<stock is considered emetic in larM 
doses> and stomachic and carminative in smaller doses. {U.C,DuH^ 
It is a simple useful remedy tor flatulence, colic, or dyspepsia, and a 
pleasant adjunct to tonic* or purgative medicines. It is mso used in 
remittent fevers and a^e by the native doctors, and is held in high 
esteem as an insectimge, especially for fleas. In Voight's Hortut 
Suburbanus Caleuttettns occurs the fdllowin^ (takeh from l^^omson's 
Mat. Med.): " The root has been employed m medicine since the time 
of Hippocrates. By the moderns it is successfully used dn inter¬ 
mittent fevers, even after bark has failed, and it is certainly a very 
useful addition to Cinchona. It is also a useful adjunct to bitter and 
stomachic infusions.” It is the only plant which can be said tp be 
used by the Nagas as medicine, ana it is also much valued by the 
Mbnipuris, especially in the tre^ment of coughs or sore>'throats. The 
root is sold by chemists fb Englana, and in Scotland is r^arded useful to 
clear the throat before taking part in any public performance. For this 
purpose a small piece is chewed for a few minutes. 
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Actoea Spicata, Linn., Ranunculace.k. 

The Baneberrt. 

Vem.—P 

Temperate Himalaya, from Bhutan to Hazara; Europe, North Asia, 
North America, 

The berries are black and very poisonous. 

_ Stewart remarks regarding thjs plant: “ I have found no trace of its 
being used or dreaded ” by the hill people on the Punjab Himalaya. 
It would be interesting to know whether this is correct j for it is curious 
that so useful a plant should have escaped the notice of the natives of 
India. Canadian doctors administer the root in snake-bite; and it is 
said to be attended with much success in the treatment of nervous dis¬ 
eases, rheumatic fever, chorea and lumbago. The berries were formerly 
used internally for asthma and scrofula, and externally for skin com¬ 
plaints. Baneberry Root is largely exported into Europe and used to 
adulterate the root of HeUeboma niger, but the former may readily be 
distinguished on section by the presence of radiating medullary bands, 
while Hellebore has an entire or undivided substance. An infusion of 
Actoea root is changed into black on adding a solution of persulphate of 
iron acting upon the tannic acid of the Actoea. No such change is 
effected upon an infusion of Helleboie. 

See Citaidfuga and HeUeboma. 




ACTINIOPTERIS.* 

Actiniopteris radiata, Linn., Filices. 28 

Vem.— Sfor-fanihi,mor-fach, ti.'W.P.s Afdpursiia, Boll. * 

Common throughout India on the lower hills of the Peninsula; very 
characteristic of the Nilgiris up to altitude 2,000 feet. . .■ .. 

This fern is used as an anthelmintic {Atkinson). 


Veiy common on old walls in the Deccan, used as a styptic. 
{Dymock.) 
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ADANSQMIA. 

Adansoiiia digitata, Linn ., Malyacea, 

The Baobab or Monkey Bread Tree of Africa, 

Vera.— oynlt, dmali. Hind.; Kalp brik$h, Ajhbrb; Haihi~ 

I khatyan, Dbc. ; Gorakha ehinch, churi chtnit. Bon, j Anaipuliyaroy, 
Tam.; Huitd, Avjb. 

Cj^ivated in some parts of India to a small extent, but deserves to be 
extended; orinnally introduced by Arab traders, who call it Habhaboo. 

It is chiefly cultivate in Bombay, being plentiful on the coast. It is ’ 
also being experimentally cultivated in the Sunderbunds. There is a 
good specinjen in the BarrackporePark, and a small one on the C^cutta 
maidan, a little beyond the cathed^l. Has ^ mucilaginous pulp, having 
a pleasant, cool, subacid taste like cream of tartar. Used in Africa in 
dysentery. Leaves dried and powdered constitute ‘ I..alo ’ of Africans, 
used to check excessive perspiration. The bark is antiperiodic. The 
pulp is used in Bombay with butter-milk in diarrhoea and dysentery. 


ADENANTHERA. 

^Adenantheta paTonina, Linn., Leguuinosje. 

Sometimes called Red Sandal-wood. 

Vem. — Xaita^chandan or raiia-kamhal, ranjan, Beng. ; Vdla, thorali 
gunja, Bom.; Anigundumani, Tam.; Gung, Maoh. ; Samii-guruvitua, 
Tbi,. ; Ywaygyee, BurM. 

A deciduous tree of Bengal, South India, Burma, and the Andaman 
Islands. 

A dye is extracted from the wood, often used by the Hindds to colour 
the forehead, {Roxburgh.) 

The bright, scarlet seeds are used as weights, each being about 4 

f rains; they are also strung and made into necklaces. Powdered and 
eaten up with borax, they give a good cement. The powder is said to 
be a useful external application, hastening suppuration. A decoction is 
made from the leaves in South India, and given as a remedy for chronic 
rheumatism and gout. If used for any length of time it is said to be 
anaphrodisiac. This decoction is said to be useful in hoemorrhage from 
the bowels and haematuria. 

ADHATODA. 

nAdliatoda Vasica, Nets, Acanthacea. 

Vern. — Arusha, adulasd,adulcso. Hind., Bom.; Balias, nSsaha, Bbno.; 
Bhekkar, basiti, torabMja, bashangaris, Himalayan names; Bansa, 
Pbrs. ; Arus, SLosaia, Sans. ; Adhadode, Tam. ; Adasara, Tbl, 

A small shrub common in the Sub-Himalayan tract from Nepal 
westward, throughout the plains of India up to 4,000 feet. A small, 
much-branched, gregarious bush in the Naga hills, grown as a hedge 
plant to cover the passages leading to the villages. 

The leaves and the root of this plant are considered a very‘effica¬ 
cious reme^ for all sorts of coughs, being administered along ■ with 
ginger. “The medicine was considered so serviceable in phthisis that 
it^as said no man suffering from this disease need despair as long as 
thtf't/dsoio plant exists.” ( 17 . C. Dutt.) It is often administered eJong 
wHh-honey, the fresh juice or a decoction with pepper being made into 
a c&agh mixture. The Pharm. Indica states tnat strong testimony has 
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been given in favor of its remedial properties, drawn from personal ex¬ 
perience, in the treatment of chronic bronchitis, asthimi. See., when not 
attended with febrile action. Tile flowers and the fhiit are bitter, aro¬ 
matic and antismasmodic.. The fresh flowers are bound ova the ^es 
in cases of ophthalmia. “ The flowers, leaves, and root, but ^ecially 
the first, are supposed to possess antispasmodic qualities." They are 
bitterish and sub-aromatic, and are 'administereef in infu^n and 
electuary." (Ainslie.) The leaves are used as a cattle medicine, and 
the flowers for ophthalmia. (Gamble,) e 

The stems are used in the Naga hills for divining and t<f foretell 
omens. The twig is held in the left hand and rapidly cut into thin 
slices, an incantation being repeated all the while, the prc^nostica^ons 
being based upon the number of times the heart-shaped, dark, central 
wdod turns towards or away frorij the operator. The idte of medicine 
seems not to have occiftred to tne Naga, and he does not appear to 
attribute to this plant any virtues other than those described. 

ADIANTUM. 

Adiantum Capillus-Veneris, Linn., Filicks. 

The Maiden’s Haie Fern. 

Vem . — Dtimtili, Kashmir ; Kirwateei, bisfiij, Trans-Indus j Partha- | 
warsha. Salt Range (StewariJ ; Mubiraka, Kumaun (Atkinson) ; 

Purska, hansraj, mubaria. Hind, j Shaur-tU^in, Arab. (Murray’s 
Drugs of Sind). 

A graceful, delicate fern of damp places in rocks, walls or wells, found 
chiefly in the Western Himalaya, ascending to altitude 6,000 feet, but 
found far to the east in the valley of Manipur, extending to the moun¬ 
tains of the Burma-Manipur frontier. 

Smith’s Economic Dictionary (1882) states that this is the plant 
used in the preparation of the so-called Strop de capillaire of Europe. 

This syrup is largely used in Italy and Greece in the treatment of 
chest complaints. ^ pedatum, Linn., is also said to be largely used 
for this purpose, being exported from Canada. Dr, Dymock draws 
my attention to the fact that of the species of Adiantum, A. pedatnm is 
the French officinal plant and that A. Cairillus-Veneris is allowed as a 
substitute. It is a common North-West Himalayan plant. Strop de 
capillaire is imported into India, but might be prepared in the country 
to an unlimited extent, as both this and the next sp^ies are exceedingly 
common plants, especially A. caudatom. 

In the Punjab the leaves along with pepper are administered as a 
febrifuge, and in South India, when prepared with honey, they are used 
in catarrhal affections. 

It is probable that the officinal root sold in the Punjab bazars under 
the name of Bisfdij is a species of Pplypodiuia vulgare, which see. 

A. caudatum, Linn. , 

Vatt,~Adksarita-ka-jari, kangkai,gunkiri, Pb. ; Mayira skikhada, Sans.; 

Mylekondai, Tam. 

An exceedingly common plant in Bengal, covering nearly eveiy old 
wall in shady places, each frond rixiting at the tip and thus forming a 
new plant. 

Ainslie says that in the island of Bourbon the leaves of this species, 
as 'also of the preceding, are used in the preparation of Strop de capiU 
laire. 

See remarks under the preceding species. Further information, and 
specimens of the plants used medicinally, of the prepared dnws and 
m the syrup, would be most acceptable. w 
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Adbtntum IfaibdlttlBCuta, Idm. 

Is vety common in some parts of < 4 ndia. I found it plentiful in the 
oak and mixed forests of Manipur; at Chuttuck uras told by a Manipuri 
sepoy that the root was used medicinally. 

A. lunuiatamf Burnt. 

Mem.^Kali.jhani, Bma,} Muidraia, r 4 /aMaHsa or kaiuraja, luutaarija. 
Bom. ^ 

is unquestionably the commonest and most widely spread 
h&KSxm in India. Every hedgerow and old brick wall is covered with 
it in Bengal, also the rocks of the lower hills; in damp glades <rften be- . 
csming 3 feet in len^h and rooting as in A. caudatnia, Lxnn. 

While this and the preceding species are plentiful everywhere 
throughout ^Bengal, I cannot disct^er that they are ever collected for 
medicinal purposes, and it seems probable that the fern root {hanrraj) 
to be had in Calcutta native shops 'is imported and not procured 
locally. 

This and the preceding and probably also several other species 
form ingredients in certain dye recipes. Information as to their use in 
Bengal and more definite information from Madras would be useful. 


L venusbun, Don. 

Vem.— Par-i-siya-mukan, kansrij. Hind., in the Bazars. The Makhaan 

f ives Kalirjhant as the Hindi name of this plant. In Bombay it is chiefly 
nown as vtubaraka. The plant is generally known as ghds in the Punjab 
Himalaya. 

A fern found in the Himalayas up to 8,000 feet in altitude, and chiefly 
in the North-Western Himalayas extending to Afghanistan, 

It possesses astringent and aromatic properties, is emetic in large 
doses, and is a'tonic and a febrifuge and expectorant. This remark is given 
by Mr. Baden-Powell in his Punjab Products under A. caudatum, 
A. TCnustiUH and other species, and it is probable that if all the preceding 
are not actually used indiscriminately or as substitutes for each other in 
different districts, they might easily be so, since they seem all to possess 
the same properties. Stewart says that “ in Chumba it is pounded and 
applied to bruises, &c,, and the plant appears to supply in the Punjab 
most of the officinal hansrdj, which is administered as an anodyne in 
bronchitis, and is considered diuretic and emmenagogue.” 


Native writers do not distinguish the various species of Adiantnn, 
{Dr. Dymock.) 

A vapor bath medicated by a decoction from this plant is regarded 
useful in fever. {Dr, Emerson.) 


MCLE. 

ft 

S gl# Mannelos, Correa, Rutackx. 

The Bael Fruit. 

Vern.— Bel, Hind, and Bins. ;.BWa, bila, hUva, Bom.; Sriphal, Sans.— 
the Bilva, Mabura or Matura of the ancients; Saraf jal-HinM, Arab.; 
. Skui, Pers.; Vilva, Tam. ; tSaredu, Telj Okskit, Burm. Roxburgh 
says a small variety is called Shriphula in Bengal. 

A small tree of,the Sub-Himalayan forests from the Jhelam eastward. 
Central and South India, Burma. 

The fruit is nutritious, warm, cathartic; in taste delicious, in fra- 
gH^g' exquisite; its ^erient and detersive quality, and its efficiency in 
retno^ng habitual costiveness, have been proved by constant experience. 
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The mucus (rf the seed is for some purposes a veiy good cement” ** The 
fruit is called Shriphula, because it sprang, say the Indian poets, ftora 
the milk of Shri, the goddess of Sbunoance, who bestowed it on mankind 
at the request of ^owarra, (Whence he alone wears a chaplet oi 
flowers; to him only the Hindiis offer them j and when they see any of 
them fallen on the ground, they take them up with rqyerence and carry 
them to his temple.'’ {Roxb. in jts. Res., Vol. II, 340, also qstoied in 
Flora Indica.) • 

This b one of the most sacred of Indian trees, cultivated near 
temples Md dedicated to Siva, whose worship cannot be cmnpleted 
without its leaves. It is incumbent upon all Hindus to cultivate and 
cherish this tree, and it b sacrilege to cut it down. (£/. C. Dutt.) • 

In medicine it is used in various ways— ^ 

1 (») The TJitRiPK PRuij is cut Ufsand sun-dried, and in this form is sold 
in the bazars in dried whole or broken slices. It b r^arded 
as astringent, digestive and stomachic, and is prescribed in 
diarrhoea and dysentery, often proving effectual in chronic cases 
aftw all other medicines have failed. It seems especially use¬ 
ful in chronic diarrhoea; a simple change of the hours of meals 
and an alteration in the ordinary diet, combined with bael fruit, 
will almost universally succeed. 

( 4 ) The RiPB PROIT is sweet, aromatic an<^ cooling, and made into a 
morning sherbet cooled with ice is pleasantly laxative and a 
good simple cure for dyspepsia. The dried ripe pulp b astrin¬ 
gent and used.in dysentery. 

(ff) The ROOT BARK b sometimes made into a decoction and used in 
the cure of intermittent fever. It constitutes an ingredient in the 
dasamul or ten roots. 

(d) The LBAVBS are made into poultice, used in the treatment of 
ophthalmia, and the fresh juice diluted is praised in catarrhs 
and feverishness. 

(f) The ASTRiNGBinr rind of the ripe fruit is used in dyeing and 
tanning. _ 

If used for any length of time it is Mt to produce haemorrhoids, 
but this is avoided by using sugar. {Dr. Emerson.) 

JERUA. 

/Erua Bovii, Well ., Amarantacbjk. 

R. javanica, Juss. 

Sya, —Achyranthbs incana, Roxb. 

M, lanata, Juss. * 

Syn. —Achybanthxs lanata, Roxb. , 

Vern.; —CAayo, _Beno. ; BAi, jari, SiND; Bii-bullan, Ps.; Knl-be-jar, 
Dec. ; Asmei, spirke, sassdi, Trans-Indus. 

Small herbaceous weeds, common everywhere in the plains, ascending 
to altitude 3,000 feet, from the Indus eastward to ^ngal and Burma, 
and southward to the Madras Presidency. The last-mentioned species 
b perhaps the best known; to it the above native names properly belong. 

In Sind Stewart says the woolly fruit is used for stuffing pillows, and 
rats are fond of the seed. The stems are oftM covered with woody 
galls. The flowering tops are officinal, and the roots are used in the 
treatment of headache, and by the natives of the Malabar Coast as de¬ 
mulcent. {Graham, Murray, &c.) 



iESCOI^S. 

y J^KiilU9 indkoi , Colcir ., Sapikdacsx. . 

HuuutAN Hoksx Chestnut. 

'Vfm.—Ba1^^kor, gugu, kaner,ptmkar. Hind.; Hint, kandUNm, Kashmib 
Torjaga, Tkans-In^us. 

A large deciduous tree of 6o to 70 feet in height, met with in West 
Himalaya between 4,000 to 10,000 feet from the Indus to Nepal. 

Fruit is used for horses in coHc. It is also applied externally ic 
rheumatism. 

f Agallocha.* Aqnllaria Agalloc^ Roxh., Ththelacjc. 

The £a6lz-wood ; Atoes-wood ; CAr.AMiAC-wooD; Aguji ; Aeyat 

AGANOSMA. 

,Agaaosina calycina, A. DC., Apocynace®. 

Syn. —Echites cabyophyllata, Roxb. 

Vem .— Mdlati, Hind., Beng., and Sans. Voight gives Candkomdla. 
as the Bengal name. 

. A caryophylJata, G. Don. 

, Syn. —Echites cabyophyllata. Wall., nan Roxb, 

Vem.— ? 

Lower Bengal (Monghyr, Hamilton ); common on rocks at Risikund, 
{Wallich), Deccan Peninsula {Heyne), &c. {Hook. FI. Br. Ind. Hi. 664.) 

The only mention I find of Ag^osma being medicinal is in U. C. 
Outt’s Materia Medica, where it occurs in his Glossary of Indian 
medicinal plants mentioned by Sanskrit writers. He does not give 
its supposed properties, but states that the vernacular name for 
A. caxyophyllaba, G. Don, is mdlati, whereas all the older writers give 
that as the vernacular name of A. calycina, DC. It seems, there¬ 
fore, that the plant has not been carefully identified by the author of the 
Hindu Materia Medica. 


According to Sanskrit authors this plant is heating and tonic ; useful 
in diseases caused by disordered bile and blood. {U. C. Dutt.) 

Agar-agar ok Ceylon Moss. See Cradlotia Ucheu^des, Greville. 

Lichsnxs. 

AGARICUS. 

Agaricus campestris, Linn., Fungi. 

The Mushroom. 

Vera .— Alombe, ikumia, Bou. } Mdnsikel, Kashuir ; Moiska, Chamba 
Khimbah, khdmbir, chattri, Apg. Bazar names. Kimbk samarog. 
(Stewart), Herar, Poisonous forms. 

There are doubtless several species, used indiscriminately, but ^ 
these have not as yet been accurately determined by botanists, it i 
preferable to refer to all under the common name which in English the" 
would doubtless receive, »iE.,,The Mushroom. 

, The true Mushroom is abundant in fields in many parts of Indir 

I es^Vially in the Punjab. It is universally eaten by the natives, fres. 
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w dried in the sun. It is 4pparen% a very abundant plant in' 
Afghanistan. Altchison mentions A. lUHtta, Pert,, as met in Kutum 

listrict; he also mentions MdlelieHa earutenta, and 

Hydsna cmaUoldes as eatea the Afghans, the l8st>metdioaed wbig 
xJlected in August and sun-dried. 

The small dried mushrooms are officinal in the Pigijab and are sold 
u “ If oks hat; ” being regarded as alterative. • 

;aricus igniarius and A.albus are referred to by br. Stewart 
in his Punjab Plants. * 

Vem. —BtUgar jangli, Kashmir) Bitl-Jufmockka, Chbnab) Kiain, Pb. 
Bazar name, GUt^in, * 

Stewart remarks, “ This appeau3 to come from the westj s^bout 15 seers 
leing annually imported^woPeshiwur.*' It is officinal, being given for 
nternal disorders. The tinder or ashes are also said by Honigberger 
o be used to stop haemorrhage. 

Specimens, and further information regarding this and all other 
Fungi used medicinally, should be pix ured. 

officinalis. 

Vem .—of Bomb. 

Is largely imported from the Red Sea ports, and much used by 
lakims. {Dymock.) 

istreatus, Jacq. 

Vesn.—J^/uinasa-alomie, or vulgarlyI 
Is common on old Jack trees in Bombay, and is used as a styptic. 
V. Dymock.) 

ithotes Cbirata, D, Don. See Swertia Chirata, Ham,, Genh- 

4NACE£. 

The Chiretta. 

AGAVE. 

Agave americana, Linn ., Amarylude®. 

The Century Plant, The American Alce, Carata, Eng.-, Pita Maouev, 
Span, 

Vvctu—Rabat paita, banskeora, harakanmir, kantala. Hind.; Jungli 
or Bilaii-ananash, vulgarly (anoriu) hilati-pai, koyan, murga, Beng. j 
Jangli-kunvara, parkanda. Bom. ; Rakas-patta, Dec. j Anaik-kat 
raahai, pithakaMuntha, Tam.; Rakashi-matalu, Tel.; WUyatu 
kaitalu, Pb. . 

Originally a native of America, gcRie wild in many par^ of India, 

The roots are diuretic and antisyphilitic, and are said to find their 
way to Europe mixed with Sarsaparilla. 

The expressed juice of the leaves is administer^ by American 
doctors as a resolvent and alterative, especially in syphilis. 

The large, moist, fleshy leaves are sometimes used as a poultice. 


AGLAIA. 

Aglaia Ro«burgliiana, jV*?., Meliace*. 

Vem,—PHyongn, Beng,, Hind, and Sans. 

Western Peninsula; from theConcanand Midnapore southuWds; 
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Tiros. 


C^lon, Bsoendin? to 6,000 feet; Singapore, Distrib. —^Java, Sumatra, 
and other Malay Islands. ^ 


Is said by ^anskrit writers to be cooling and useful in burning of 
the body and painful mictuNtion. The fruits are described as sweet, 
astringent and tonic. ( U. C. Dutt.) 


AGRIMONIA. 




AgrlmoiM& Eupatorium, Linif., Rosacea. 

'Veto.— 

An herb of the temperate regions, frequenting hedgerows and thickets. 
It is common in England, America, and India; in the latter all along 
the Himalaya from Kashmir to Sikkim, altitude 3,000 to 10,000 feet, and 
to the Khlsia, Naga, and Mishmi hills. 

From the remotest times Agrimo^ has enjoyed a high reputation 
amongst the herbalists of Europe; it is strange that it should be 
apparenly quite unknown to the native doctors of India. The root is a 
powerful astringent, a useful tonic, and a mild febrifuge. The whole 
plant also yields a dye, which seems to be unknown to the hill- 
people of India. 


A, Hemp. See Bnpatoiiaa ff»iwMW«n«n lAnn., Composite. 


AILANTHUS. 

' Ailanthus excelsOy Roxh., Suububea. 

Vent. —Maha nMia, tnahinimha, limiado, Hind., Mahr. ; Aria, 
Meywar ; Peru, pee, Tam. ; Pedu, pey, pedda, Tel. ; Gormi-kawat, 

URIYA. 

A tree about 60 to 80 feet in height, probably introduced into India, 
common in North-Western Provinces, Behar, Western Peninsula; com¬ 
mon in the Carnatic. 

The bark is aromatic -and used for dyspeptic complaints; it is also 
regarded as tonic and febrifuge in cases of debility. It is probable 
that this and the next species are used for one and the other. 

53^ A. malabarlca, • 

Vera. — Peru, Tam. ; Mudde^hipa, biga-dhupa. Bom. ; Kambalu, walbil- 
ing, Civa^'i Pedda-manu ot Peru ■maram, Tkl. 

A la^e deciduous tree of .the Western Ghits, rare in Pegu. Often 
planted in South India for ornament. 

The tree yields a gum-resin, called muH-pal, first discovered by Dr, 
Buchanan. It is used medicinally, especially in dysentery. The fruit 
is considered useful in cases of ophthalmia. (Aitchison, Kuram Vall^ 
Plante in 7 our. Linn. Soc.) The bark is bitter and given in the treat¬ 
ment dyspepsia. Wight describes it as rough and very thick, stud¬ 
ded with bright garnet-looking grains, apparently of a resinous nature, 
.._which do not dissolve either in spirit or water.' 

See Carum copticum, Benih,, UuBELLiFEits, 
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AJUGA. 

Ajuga bracteosa, Wall., Labuta. 

Vem. — Kauri Jhelah; Karki, nilkantihi, SUTLBJ; Kkurbanri, 

Trans-Indus. Tlie baxar names are Janiadam, muiund babri, rtti. 
kanUi. Mr. Baden-Powell gives adam as4:be vernacular of 

Ajnn reptans, a European species, and St|wart further gives that name 
to Su^ lanata. 

A small herbaceous plant, met with on the Himalaya, altitudSs2,ooo 
‘ to 3,000 feet, extending from Afghanistan to Nepal. 

• Jin.i.adbm is described as a bitter astrin^nt, nearly inodorous: 
sometimes substituted for cinchona in the treatment of fevers {Baden- 
Poweil). m 

Mukand babri.—On the Salt Range it is used to kill lice, and is 
regarded as depurative {Stewart); an aromatic tonic, specially useful 
in ^pe (Baden-Poviell). 

There appears to be some confusion as to the identification of 
the medicinal products sold in the bazars of the Punjab and North- 
West Provinces under the names of fdn-i-adam and Mukand babri. 
Specimens and further information should therefore be obtained. 

^ ALANGIUM. 

Alangium Lamarckii, Thwaius, Coknace£. 

Syn.— k. HKXAPBTALOM, Lamk. [Soxb. FI. In.) ; A. dbcapbtaluh, LamK, 

Vent .— Akola, thaila ankil. Hind., Dec. : Ankola, kald-akoU, Bom.j Akai 
kania, baghankara, Benc. ; Alartgi, athinoi, Tam.; Amkotam-chettu, 
Tel. Ankola, Gond ; Aniota, Sans. ; Dhaldkura, Beno. (in U. C. 
Dutt’s Mat. Med.) 

A deciduous shrub, or small tree, of the Sub-Himalayan tract from 
the Ganges eastward to Oudh, Bengal, Central and South India. 

The root-bark is used in native medicine, being regarded as anthel¬ 
mintic and purgative. It is mentioned by &nskrit writers as the Anko- 
ta, and has a reputation in leprosy. Dr. Moodeen SharifFin his most 
valuable Supplement to the Pharmacopoeia Indica .says: “ It has proved 
itself an efficient and safe emetic in doses of fifty ^ains; in smaller doses 
it is nauseant and febrifuge. The bark is very bitter, and its repute in 
skin diseases is not without foundation.” 


The root is described by Sanskrit writers as heating, pun^^ent and 
acrid. It is laxative and useful in worms, colic, inflammations and 
poisonous bites. The fruit is said to be cooling, tonic, nutritive, useful 
in burning of the body, consumption, and in haemorrhages. {U. C. 
Dutt.) * 

ALBIZZIA. 

Ibizzia ainara, Botvin, Legumino&s. . 


The seeds are astringent, given in piles, diarrhoea, gonorrhoea, &c.; 
the oil extracted from them is said to cure white leprosy. The flowers are 
considered by the natives a cooling medicine, and are externally applied 
to boils, eruptions, and swellings. The leaves are regarded as uWul 
in Ophthalmia, and afford gtxid fodder for cattle. (Baden-Powell’t Pun-' 
jib Prod. t. V. Acacia tpectosa, page 345.) 

Described by Sanskrit writers as cooling and useful in erysipelas,^e 
disease, inflammation and ulcers. (U. C. Dutt.) 
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ijpUMBN. 

Alhbxia JulibriRdn, Durazn. 

Syn.— Mimosa Kalkora, Ro^., A. Julibsissin, WUUi. 

A middle-sized tree, common on the Himalaya from Hazara to Sikkim, 
ascending to 7,000 feet in altitude. 

Used lik^ the preceding species. Stewart says the word JulibrisHn 
is derived from Gul abresham. In Egypt “ J ” is pronounced as " G”. 
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A. ^Sebbek. 

Sya. —Acacia Lsbbbk, Willd. 

r Venu— Siris, sirin,ma(kirski,l<uriH, ba!as,taHHa^iVD,}Siriska,BKSls.; 

Sirasa, skirrus, suri, SinD I Vaghe, kat vagke, Tak,; iOtroran, Tel. ; 
y.oktJi, Burn.; Beymadot^hm, 

■A large deciduous tree of thS Sub-Himalayan tract from the Indus 
eastward, ascending to 5,000 feet; Bengal, Burma, Central and South 
India. 

The seeds are officinal, forming part of an anjan used for ophthal¬ 
mic diseases {Stewart). The oil extracted from them is considered useful 
in leprosy. The bark is applied to injuries to the eye {Madden). 



A. odoratissinia, Benth. 

Syn. —Acacia odoratissima, Willd. 

Vera. — Sirh, bhandir, bersa, bansa, Hwd. ; Jati-iorai, Ass.j. Laerin, kar- 
ambru, polach, Pb. j Siras, Bom. : Kal-thuringi, kar vaghe, bilviara, 
Tam.; Shinduga, Tel.; Tkitmagyt, Bcrm, 

A large deciduous tree of the Sub-Himalayan tract from the Indus 
eastward, ascending to 3,000 feet s Bengal, Burma, Central and South 
India. 

The bark, applied externally, is considered efficacious in leprosy and 
in inveterate ulMrs. The tree also produces a gum, and the leaves are 
used for fodder. 
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ALBUMEN. 

Albumen. 

A term which in chemistry means a compound containing nitrogen 
in addition to the carbon, hydrogen and oxygen of the starches. 
It is readily known by its coag^ating with heat. The white of 
an egg is a good example of this compound in animal matter, but it is 
also largely present in vegetable substances, and especially so in the 
sap of ^nts. In botanical science, however, the term “ An Albumen ’’ 
has come to have a widely different meaning. It is a layer of albumen- 
ous matter (albumen, fibrine and casein, together with starches) sur¬ 
rounding the embryo and within the seed coats. In the pea this 
albumenous matter is stored within the embryo itself, filling its seed- 
leaves (the halves of the pea), and such a seed is therefore exdbumenous 
in botanical terminology. In the castor-oil seed, on the other hand, the 
albumenous mattw forms a distinct and complete layer around the 
embryo (or infant plant), and such is therefore regarded as an albu¬ 
menous seed. An exalbumenous seed does not imply the absence of 
albumenous matter (chemically), but the absence of a peculiar-layer of 
such matter around the infant plant and within the seed coats. 

Albumen is described in the Indian Pharmacopceia as emollient, de- 
' '^ulcent and nutritive. It acts as an antidote to the soluble s^ts of 
Cbpper and zinc, and corrosive sublimate or creosote. 
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ALCOHOL, 

AlcofaoL 

The product of vinous ferfrientation. Through the agency of a Fun. 
gus—Yeast—sweet liquids have their chemical constitutents rearranMd 
thus. They are then said to be fermented^and the spirt* or pure alc^ol 
formed may be separated from admixture by distillation. 

It is chiefly used for chemical purposes and in the preparation of 
Tinctures; Rectified Spirits contain i6per cent, of water: fro* this 
Proof Spirit is prepared by mixing 3 pints of distilled water with S pints 
• of Rectified Spirit. Rectified spirit is a powerful diffusible stimulant 
useful as an evaporating lotion but not administered internally ptr «. * 
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Aleurites. 


ileurites moluccana, Eufhorbucza. (Sx 

Thb Bklgaum or Indian Waintt. 

Syn.— a. triloba, Font . 

Vem. — Akroif'&Y.VG., Hind.; Kharifehindt, ARAB.; CirdagaTie^ndi, 

Pers; Canjli, eranda, jelapa, jangli akhrota, japhala. Bon. 

A handsome tree, introduced from the Malay Archipelago, and now 
found in cultivation or run wild in many parts of South India. 

The kernels “yield on expression a large proportion of a fixed oil, 
which has been pronounced by the Madras Drug Committee (1855, 
p. 428) to be superior to linseed oil for purposes connected with arts.” 
Medicinally, a dose of about two ounces has been found to act in 
from three to six hours as a mild purgative, its action being unattended 
with either nausea, colic or other iu effects. It approaches castor oil, and 
has been found quite as certain in its action. {Pharmacop. Indica.) 


ALHAGI. 

Mhagi maurorum, Dem., Leguhinos£. (Sa 

The Camel’s Thorn; The Hebrew Manna Plant. 

Syn.— Hedysarum Alhaoi, Willd, in Roxh. FI . Ind. Sd. C.B.C.p. 574. 

Vem. — Juviasi, or juHvdsa, or favdsdj otjavdsd, HiND., BoH. ; Dulal- 
labhd, Beng. ; Duralabha, gtrikarmka, yavdsa. Sans. ; Shutarkhor, 
khareshutar, Pers.; Alhaju, haj, adgil, shonkuljmmal, Arab. 

A widely-spread shrub of the Ganges Valley and the arid and 
northern zones; a native of the deserts of Egypt, Arabia, Asia Minor, 
Beluchistan, and Central India. Very common near Delhi, and used 
for making tatties, and as a camel foddfr. 

The herb is cooling and bitter and has antibilious properties. The 
thorny twigs are sold as the medicinal product, anckthe preparation gen¬ 
erally used, is the extract by evaporation of a decoction of these. This 
, is called ydvasarkard. It is sweetish bitter, and is a favourite remedy for 
the coughs of children. The Sanskrit writers do not appear to refer to 
the manna or sweet sugary excretion obtained naturally from the plant 
by shaking its twig;s over a cloth. This is chiefly collected in Khorasan, 
Kurdistan and Hamadan, and imported into Bombay from November to 
January. It is called Taranjabtn. It occurs in small round unequal 
grains, the size of coriander seeds, caking together and forming an 
opaque mass. Royle states that the Indian plant dd%s not yield the 
manna, and that the Taraniabin of the bazars is imported into India 
from Persia and Bokhara {C/Shaughnessy). % 
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\ai^- 

*'*• ' Specimens from Bombay *nd the Punjab r^uired, both of the plant 

and the manna, and farther information r^arding the latter, especially as 
to whether it is actually collected ifi India or not. 


ALKALINE ASHES. 

f 

(S3 Alkaline ashes. 

These are obtained by burning plants, of which the following are 
those most commonly used by the natives for this purpose 

Abnis precatorins-Gunja, K^nch. 

^Schymathea aspera— ^amirga, Aping. 

Adbatoda Vasica—Visaka. ' 

Alstonia acholaria— Saptapami, Chhitin. 

Aauuantnt tplaosa. 

Aathrocnenuua Indicum—ifo;. 

Bamboo aab. 

Butea frondoaa— Falisa. 

Cmwilpinia Bonducella— Pritika. 

Carozylon fcetiduffl— Moq, 

,, Grffitbii— Moq, 

Cah^pls g^gaatea— Arki, Akanda. 

Caaria r latnla— Aragvadha, Sondil. 

Cedrua Deodara—27ava.frfr«. 

EnpboiUa neriifoUa— Snuhi. 

Euphorbia Tlmcalll— Lankasij, 

Erythrina Indica— Paribhadra, PAliti-midir. 

Gaelina atborea—Gambhari. 

Holarrhena antidyaenterica— Kutja, kurchi. 

Luffa aegyptiaca— Kosbitaki. 

Muaa aapleataa— Kadali, Kela. 

Nerioffl odoras—Karavira. 

Penidllaiia apicata— Bajra. 

Plumbago zeylanica— Chitraka. 

Pongamla glabra— Karanja. 

SaUcomia uachiata—foAri. 

Shorea robusta— Asvakama, Sil. 

Stereoapermum anaveolena—Piuli, iral. 

Suoeda indlca—ifo?. 

„ nudiflora—ifoy. 

Symplocoa racemoaa— Lodhra, lodh. 

Vallaria dichotoma— ^Alsphota, happur-mali, 

^ntez Neguado—Atnrt. 


ALLAMANDA 

54 Allamanda cathartica, Linn., Apocynacea. 

• V «aL,—JahorUonaHakki, piwoald kanhera, pW-kanera, Bom. 

A large yellow-flowered shrub from America, much cultivated in 
India and run wild in the tidal back-waters of the western coast 
(Beddome), 

Dr. Dymock remarks: “though not used in India, it has a medicinal 
reputation, the leaves being considered a valuable cathartic in moderate 
doses.” Alnslio {Mat. Ind., II, 9) says that the Dutch consider an 
^nfusion of the leaves as a valuable cathartic. 
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ALO&i^ 


Allium Cepa, Linn., Liluob, • 

Onions, Eng.; Oonon, Fr.; Zwizbkl, Ger. 

'Vefll.—H ind. ; Piyij, Beno. ; Palandu, Saks, j Sail, Arab. ; 
Piya», Pers. ; Kanda, piyi^ Bom. j, Vengayam,T ^.; Vulli-gadduiu, 
Tel. ; Vengayam, Kan. ; Ky-€t-thow(m~ni, BuRM. 

Cultivated all over India. * 

The bulbs contain an acrid volatile oil, which acts as a stim^^nt, di¬ 
uretic, and expectorant. Onions are occasionally used in fever, dropsy 
> and catarrh, and chronic bronchitis ; in colic and scurvy. Externuly 
as rubefacients, and, when roasted, as a poultice. Considered*by 
nptjves hot and pungent, useful in flatulent. Said' to prevent the 
approach of snakes and yenomousireptiles. {Baden-Powell.) 

They are also described as aphrodisiac, ^ten raw they are emmen- 
agogue. The juice rubbed on insect-bites is said to allay irritation. The 
centre portion of a bulb, heated and put into the ear, is good for ear¬ 
ache. The warm juice of the fresh bulb is also used for this purpose. 

The seeds yield a colourless clear oil used in medicines. 

It is hardly necessary to refer to this as an article of food. Herodo¬ 
tus (B. C. 413) mentions an inscription upon the ^eat pyramid, stating 
that 1,600 talents (£428,000) had been paid for the onions and garlic 
supplied to the worsen during the erection of the pyramid. 


A. satiTUm, Linn. 

Garlic. 

Veis.— Lasan, Hind.; Rnsun, Beno.; Mahauskada, Sans,; Som, from 
Arab. ; Sir, Pbrs. ; VcUlai-^andu, Tam.; Kyettkmon-pon, Burm. 

Cultivated all over India. 

Garlic is considered hot and aperient; given in fevers, coughs, piles, 
leprosy, being regarded as carminative, diuretic, stomachic, alterative, 
emmen^ogue and tonic, and much used by the natives in nervous affec¬ 
tions. Externally the juice is applied to the ears for deafness and 
pain. The oil extracted from the seed is also medicinal. The bulb is 
given in confection for rheumatism. The properties of garlic depend 
upon a volatile oil which may readily be obtained by distilling the bruised 
bulbs. When purified this oil is colourless, and may be distilled without 
decomposition. When garlic has been eaten the odour of this oil may be 
detected in the various secretions of the body. 


Mixed with vinegar it is used as an astringent in relaxed sore-throat 
and relaxation of the vocal cords. It is also used in asthma, general 
paralysis, facial paralysis, gout and sciatica, much thought of in the 
treatment of flatulent colic. Supposed to prevent the hair turning grey 
when applied externally. {Dr. Emefson.) 

Allspice. See Engeaia Piaenta, EC., Myrtacka. 

' Almonds, Bitter and Sweet. See Pnmus Aaygdaliis, Fail., Rosacels. 

. Almonds, Country. See Tenainalia Catappa, Linn., Cokbrbtacea, 


ALOCASIA. 

Alocasia indica, Sckoii, Aroidea. 

Syn.— Arum indicum. Lour. 

Vem. — Mankanda, Hind. ; Minkacku, Beno. ; Minaha, Sans. 
Generally cultivated around the huts of the poorer dasses in Bengal, 
its large leaves forming a striking feature of such localities. Its Aculent 
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^etns and root-stocks form an impot^t article fA food, general!}' eaten 
in curries by people of all ranks. It is in fact an important article of 
food in Bengal; the edible stems; ctften a or 3 feet in length, may be 

S reserved for months. Medicinally it is said to be useful in anasarca, the 
our obtained by pounding the dried stems boiled with rice flour 
until all the water has evaporated is given to the patient and no other 
food allowed. ‘^Compare with Colocaala actiqnomm. 


es 


ALOE. 

Aloe abyssinica, Lam ., Liuacea. 

^ Jaferabad Aloes. 

Dr, Di^ock informs me this p^nt is common on the coast ofBom- 
bay and Guzerat, and that it furnishes the round cakes.known as Jafer- 
abad Aloes. 


69 A. SUCCOtlina, Lam. 

~ SocoTRiMS Aloes of cISuuerce ; (generally supposed to be 

obtained from this plant.) 

Sya.— A. perfoliaTa var. succotbina, Curt\ A .vbba, MUler. — See Baker in 
Linncean journal, XVIII, J73.) 

Vem.— In the chemists’ shim Aloes g-o by the same names as are given in 
the next species, vie., Stbr, idle-styoA, Pers. ; Mtissabar, ilva.ynlva. 
Hind. ; Elva, eliya, soiotri, Dec. ; Kariya^ 6 lam, Tam. ; Chenna- 
ndyaiam, Mal. j iauthambaram, Tel. j Yelfvo, Gvz, ; Jfon or mo. 
Bush. 

This aloe is indigenous to the island of Socotra. 

In small doses, the aloes prepared from the juice of the leaves are used 
as a stomachic tonic; in larger doses, purgative, and indirectly em- 
menagogue. It is a remedy of great value in constipation caused by 
hysteria and atony of the intestinal muscular coat. It is also very useful 
in atonic dyspepsia, jaundice, amenorrhoea, and chlorosis. Locally 
applied, dissolved in glycerine, it is valued as a stimulant application 
in skin diseases. (Pharm. Jnd.) 

Dr, Dymock informs me that a mixture of aloes and myrrh is known 
in the Deccan as musdubdr, and that socotrine aloes is largely im¬ 
ported into Bombay. A. Perryi, Baker, a species recently discovered by 
Dr. Balfour in Socotra, yields a portion of the socotrine aloes of com¬ 
merce. 

70 A vera, Linn. 

Indian Aloe, Eng. ; Aloes, Er .; Aloe, Ger . 

Syn. —A. barbadensis, MillerA. rstiroviAr a, Roxi.; A. vulgaris, 
(BauhtnJ, Lam. 

Mem.—Ghiiuwdri, kumiri, iunvar. Hind.; Ghirta-laimiri,eiria-luinvar, 
Beng. ; Ghifta-kumiri, kanya. Sans. ; Sibr, Arab. ; SiSir, bole-siyah, 
PsRS. ; Xliya (resin), (the plaotL Kora-iand komdri^ Dec. j Kanvadr, 
kora kanda, kora^had, Sind. ; Kariya-pdlam, kaitdh, Tam. ; Mueham 
hdram, Tel. ; Mok, Burm. 

The re^ous extract is generally known as Sibr, Pers. (See also names 
given under A. anCCOtthuu) 

There are many varieties of this plant met with in cultivation through¬ 
out India, some of which have gone wild, as, for example, on the coast of 
South India. 

As a nnedicine the tnsfnssaied juice from the forms of this species is 
regarded as but little inferior to that from the preceding species. It is 
an «(«erient, and deemed highly beneficial to persons pr^isposed to 
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apoplexy. The fresh juice frotti the leavu is said to be cathartic 
coohng and useful in fevers, spleen and liver disease, enlarged lymphatii 
glands, and as an external applicant in certain eye diseases. The pulp^ ol 
the leaves is, in native practice, applied to boils, and is regtu'ded as acting 
powerfully on the uterus, and useful as an emmenagogue. It is also 
largely used in veterinary medicine. The root is supgpsed to be efRca- 
tious in colic. 

Mr. J. G. Baker, in the Linnaan Societys Journal, Vol. XVJII, 
p. 176, has established the synonyms above given, and formed under 
tnis species two varieties. Bentleyiand Trimen, in ihmr Medicina^Plants^ 
, reduced all the names for the forms of this species to mere synonyms, 
under the name of A. vulgaris, Lam. I regard Mr. Baker as correct 
and the varieties formed by him are well known to the natives of India, 
and fheir individual properties hav^been recognised in ndtive practice 
from almost time immemofial. 

Var. ofiteinalis, sp., Forsk. 

Syn.—A. RUBKscKNS, DC. ; A. iNDicA, Royle. 

Vem.— Kumdri, HlND.; Ghikaaui', N. W. P. ; Gkirta-iamdri, Bwa. 
Sirrughtl, kuttalay, Tam. (m Ainslie) ; Ngbatussibr, dilsi, Arab. 
Dura-ihte-tibr, Pers. 

This is the form met with in a semi-wild condition in Bengal and the 
North-West Provinces. It has beautiful reddish and orange flowers, 
with the bases of the leaves purple-coloured and so dilated as to have in 
all probability suggested the name A. perfoliata. 

The resinous extract is applied to swellings in the form of a paste 
to cause absorption. It is used internally by native practitioners in me¬ 
lancholia and brain diseases complicated with gastric symptoms. It 
produces griping, to correct which is added confection of roses and mas- 
tich. Given as a night pill in hzemorrhoids. A paste of aloes and 
turmeric relieves the pain of contusions. (Dr. Emerson.) 

Var. littoralis, sp., Koening. 

Vem.— Ckhdtd-rakuspattak, chhoid-kanvdr.HwTi., Dzc.ChkUd^angU- 
dnanash, Beng. ; Skiru-kairdah-ai, Tam. ; Chinmi-kalabanda, Tel. ; 
Dhdkutd kunvdra, UoM.; Ndni-komAri, Guz. U. C. Dutt says that 
this plant was not known to the Sanskrit autfaora, but Ainslie ^es it the 
Sanskrit name of idmari. 

This is altogether a much smaller form, having yellow flowers in simple 
spikes, with the bases of the leaves not half so broad as in the preceding, 
and always of a pale green colour. It has become quite naturalised on 
the coast of the south of the Madras Presidency. Speaking of its medi¬ 
cinal properties, Ainslie says: “Thepulp of the leaves of this small and 
very succulent plant, when well wa^ed in cold water, is prescribed as a 
refrigerant medicine in conjunction with a small quantity of sugarcandy. 
The same pulp, so purified and with the addition of a little burnt alum, 
the native practitioners consider as a valuable ’remedy in cases of 
ophthalmia. 

ALPINIA. 

'Alpinia Galanga, Swz., ScixAuiNSiK. 

The Greater Galangale, £ng.; Gauinga, Port. 

Vem. — Kulanjdn, kilinjdna, kara-kalijan, or kara-kulinjdn. Bans., Beno,, 
Hind.; P/ra-rattai, Tam.; Pedd^umpa-rask-irakam, Tsl. ; Pada- 
gdji, Burm. 

A perennial plant, native of Sumatra and Java, now cultivated in 
East Biengal and South India. C I 
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The root^stoclcs of this plant are aromatic, pungent and bitter, and 
are used in the form of an infusion in fever, rheumatism and catarrhal 
a£tections. The seeds also possesS similar medicinal properties. The 
aromatic tubers are sometimes used ar carminative or fragrant ad¬ 
juncts in complex prescriptions, but they have nothing peculiar in their 
properties or ^ion. (t/. C. Dutt,) Drury says that Galangale is 
much used in China, and is an article of commerce exported to I^ndon, 
realising I2r. to i6r. a cwi. It seems doubtful if it is more than occasion¬ 
ally tK3t with in the London medicine sales. See also A. ogidnanua, 
Hanit. 

74 -Alpixiia nutans, Roscoe. 

Light Gai.ahgai.e. 

,Veni. — Kast<it-Meramhet,'^'B.aSK>', Pwnag-cfutm^a,''&'B.^o.i llachi. Hind.: 
Pa-ga-gyi, BuRU. 

A native of Eastern Archipelago, found in Burma, Silhet, and on the 
Coromandel Coast; much cultivated in Indian gardens. 

The rhizome is often used as a substitute for A. Galaaga. They are 
also sometimes used a substitute for ginger. 




A. ofiBdnarum, Ilance. 

This is the article which is most frequently sold in the bazars under 
the names of kulinjan and kolijana or pinki-jer or chandipvshpi, 

ITie vernacular names given for this plant are the same as those given 
for A. Galaaga. The root-stock is a native of China, and is largely ex- 
ported to Europe and India. It is in fact the Galangal of the European 
shops. This 15 in India generally known as the Pan~ki-jer. It is sto- 
ma^ic tonic, used by native practitioners to reduce the quantity of 
urine in diabetes. It is used to correct foul breath when chewed, and 
the juice swallowed stops irritation in the throat. It is considered a 
nervine tonic and an aphrodisiac. {Dr. Emerson.) 


ALSTONIA. 

76 Alstonia scholaiis, R. Br., Afocyhacea. 

Vein. — Saptaparna. Sans.; Chatvan, choHun, Beng.; Satiin, chatiin, 
satmn, satni. Hind.; Satavina, Bom.; Chatiwan, Nepal; Safiana, 
Ass.; Pala, Toodrase, Tam.; Let-top, toungmayobeng, Bukm. 

A tall evergreen tree of the Sub-Himalayan tract, from the Jumna 
eastward, ascending to 3,000 feet, Bengal, Burma, and South India. 

The bark of this is medicinally used as an astringent tonic, anthel¬ 
mintic, alterative and antiperiodic. It is a valuable remedy in chronic 
diarrhoea and the advancM stages of dysentery. It is also useful in ca¬ 
tarrhal fever. The milky juice is applied to ulcers, and, mixed with oil, 
in ear-ache. • 


V 


' ' ALTHiEA. 

AH-hpfft officinalis, Linm ., Maevachs. 

The Marsh Mallow, Eng .: Guimaure, Fr ,^ 

Venu — Gul Khairo, Hind, and Bom.; Shemaututi, Tam. The fnuits are 
Tukm-i-UntmS, Pers. and Bom. ; the roots Sesha-i-khitmS, Pers. and 
Bom. 

A native of Kashmir and the Punjab Himalayas. 

■ ^This plant was held in ^eat esteem by the Greeks and Latins for its 
h^ing properties. The Mahomedans also describe it as a suppurative 
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and emollient; they also use the leaves in the form of poultice. The 
leaves and flowers mixed with oil form an application to bums and 
venomous bites. A decoction cf the root with sugar is given in cough 
and irritation of the intestines and bladder. (Dymock.) 

Althaea rosea, z. ^ 

Thb English Hollt-hock, Eng.; Guimaitub, Fr. 

Largely cultivated in Indian gardens, and probably bears the same 
vernacular names as have been given above for the Mallow. 

The seeds of this plant are demulcent, diuretic and febrifuge. The 
flowers have cooling and diuretic properties. The roots are supposed to 
be astringent and <£mu 1 cent, and are much used in France to lorift de- 
r ylcent drinks. Boiled with sugar they form a decoctioi^ much used in 
India in the treatment of coughs «nd irritable conditions of the bitestines 
and bladder. {Dymock^ The leaves are used as a poultice or foment¬ 
ation, and, mixed with oil, are applied to burns or sores caused by j 
snake-bites. 


ALTINGIA. 

Altingia excelsa, Noronka, HuiAHELiDits. 

Syn.—LrguiDAMBER Altingia, Bl. 

Vern. — Sildras, Hind.; Mdaahe-sd^lah, Ak/lB. j Asle4ubni, Pans.; Neri-\ 
uriship-pdl, Tam.; Shila-vasam,LVJ..; Seldras, Guz. ; Nantayu, BuKM. j 

A tree of Assam and Bhutan, 6o to loo feet high. 

Yields the resin known in Europe under the name “Storax.” For 
medicinal properties see Llquidamber Orientale, Mill. 

ALUMEN. 

Alumen. 

Alum. 

Vera. — Phitkari, Hind. ; Phaikiri, Bbng. ; Sphaiikari, Saks. ; Skib, 
maj, Arab. ; Zak, Zake-safed, Pbrs. j Phai^ri, Dbc. ; Paii-idram, 
Tah. ; Paii- kirdm, Tel. ; Patik-kdram, Mal. ; Keo-khin, Burm. 

Alum is prepared from alum shale in Behar and the Punjab. It is 
often met with in different shade of colour, white, yellow, red and black, 
depending upon impurities. 

In the /ndtan Pltarmacopceia this substance has been described as 
astringent, styptic and antiseptic. Used internally in passive hsem- 
orrhages, atonic diarrhoea, infantile cholera, catarrhal affections of the 
stomach, colica pictonum, hooping cough, and bronchorrhoea; in the 
form of lotion or powder as a local application for catarrhal ophthalmia, 
granular eyelids and many othet diseases of the eye, in leucorrhoea, 
gonorrhoea, menorrhagia, prolapsus of the uterus and rectum, and ulcer¬ 
ations. The burnt powdered alum is used a*s a snuff to stop bleeding 
from the nose. Potash alum is largely imported into Bombay from 
Europe. (Dymock.) 


ALYSICARPUS. 

AlysicarpuS va^^alts, DC., var. nuuuanlarifoUns, Leguminosm. 
Vera .—Ndg bala. 

Himalayas to Malacca and Ceylon, ascending to 4,000 feet in the 
North-West Provinces. It grows wild. 

This may be the officinal plant so called. • 
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AMARANTUa 


Aaarantus Anardana, Hamilt., Ahas>ntacbje. 

Vem.— Chtttt, Hind. 

Grows on th« Himalayas as high as 9,000 feet. 

The seeds of this piagt are oim:inaI, being consider^ astringent and 
aphro^siac. They are used in scrofula and as a loc^ application for 
scrofu]pas sores in the fmin d a liquid. 


A. campers, Wind. 

* Vtstu^Mtianada, Sans. ; Simi4tird» Tam.^ Shru-hoM, TkL, 
This plaht is generally met withrin Bengal and Travancore. * 
The roots of uis plant have denuilcent properties. 

^ A. fiuloacetii^ Eoxi. 

The plant is said to possess diuretic and purifying properties. 

gq A gai^ietiCUS, Ltfm., var. angnstlfolia. 

» Vem.— Bdnspiii.naHd, 

Used in the form of an emollient poultice. 


86 A paniculatus, Mig., var. cmentus. 

* Vem.— TdJ-i.khuTis,bustdnafroz, 

Used medicinally for purifying the blood and in piles, and a.s a. 
diuretic in strangury. 


A. pol]fganiUS| Linn, St'c Euxolss polygcunus, Mog., Aharaktack£. 

87 A. spinosus, Willd. 

Prickly Amaranth. 

Vem.— Kantd nati or Kanta ntttia, Beng. j Kante mat, Dec. j Mulluk- 
kirai, Tam. 

Frequent in the plains of India, chiefly in Bengal and Malabar. 

The whole plant is used as an antidote for snake-poison, and the root 
as a specific for colic. It is also considered a lactagogue, and, boiled 
with pulses, is given to cows. 


The root has lately b een introd uced into Fnmnean nmrtir-e as a 
remedy for gonorrhoea {Dr. 
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AMS^ANNIA. 
pmannia bacdfera, Lim,, Ltthracejk. 

Blistering Auhania. 

VSSICATOKIA, RttXb. * 

Venu—Dadmari, Hind., Bbno. ; KdUar.vancU, Mal. ) BatMHariek, 
aginiuH-gMrm, bharafimbel, BoM., Dsc. j Kallu riv>,TA>l^ ^g^vtn- 
arafiaku, Teu • 

A small herbaceous plant, generally met with on places through¬ 
out India, and extending to Afghanistan and China. • 

Dr. Roxburgh says: “ It has a strong muriatic but not disagnerable 
sril^. Its leaves are exceeding!} acrid; tht^ are used^niversaBy bv 
the natives to raise blftters in rheumatic pains, fevers,’ Itc. The raem 
leaves, brui^ and applied to the part intendM to be blister^.ps^iNjn 
Lneir ofBce in the course of half an hour or a little more-and most -meet- 
ually.” O’Shaughnessy says; “ We made trial of this article in eight 
instances: blisters were not produced in less than la hours in any, and 
in three individuals not for 24 hours. The bruised leaves had been 
removed from all after half an hour. The pain occasioned was absolutely 
agonizing until the blister rose. We should not be justified in recom¬ 
mending these leaves for further trial; they cause more pain than can- 
tharidis, and are far inferior to the plumbago (lachitra) in celerity and 
certainty of action.” “ The juice of the plant is given internally in 
roleen; but It causes great pain, and the result is not certain.” {ATnster. 
Desc. Cat.) 


I find that an ctherial tincture blisters well, without more pain than 
Liquor l.ytha;. {Dr, Dymock.) 

AnunoniclCUni. &£ Dorema Aouioiiiacuni, - Don , Umbellifers, 

AMMONIUM. 

Ammonium Chloride. 9X 

Vem.— Nishebal, Beng. ; Nausadar, Hind.; Nava-charum, Tam,; _. 
Milhunar, Akab. ; Noshadar, Pens. 

This substance is largely manufactured in the Punjab and used in 
tinninB' and foreiner metals and in the formation of freezing mixtures. 




Sconomie Products of India. 


ji^«T V*3 


AMARANTUS. 

m 

Amarantus Anardanai HamiU., Auax^tacex. 

Veta.— Ckua, Hind. 

Grows on the. Himalayas as high as 9,000 feet. 

The seeds of this plaijt are officinal, being consider^ astringent and 
aphrodisiac. They are used in scrofula and as a loc^ application for 
scrofu^jus sores used in the form of a liquid. 

A. campestiis, wnid. 

'' Ven,~Sfeianada, Sans, j Sirru-Hrai, Tam. ; Sirm-htra, Tel. 

This platit is generally met withyn Bengal and Travancore. 

The roots of this plant have demulcent properties. 

A. &rinaceus, Poxi. 

The plant is said to possess diuretic and purifying propertieii. 

A. gangetiCUS, Linn., w. angustUblla. 

Vent.— Binspiti-natii. 

Used in the form of an emollient poultice. 

A. paniculatUS, Mig., var. oventna. 

\'tm.~T4f’ukhuris, iustdn afroa. 

Used medicinally for purifying the blood and in piles, and as a. 
diuretic in strangury. 

A. polygamus, Linn. See Euxolu polyganus, Mog., AuABANTACEiE. 

I A. Bpinosus, Willd. 

Prickly Amaranth. 

Vem .—Kanii naUor Kanta nuiia, Bens.] Kanit mai, Dec.; Mullttk- 
kirai, Tam. 

Frequent in the plains of India, chiefly in Bengal and Malabar. 

The wheie plant is used as an antidote for snake-poison, and the root 
as a specifle for colic. It is also considered a lactagogue, and, boiled 
with pulses, is given to cows. 

The root has lately been introduced into European practice as a 
remedy for gonorrhoea {Dr. Dyntock). 


AMBLbGINA. 

c 

88 Amblogina polygonoides, Rafin, Amarantacrm. 

• . Vem.— Bcmtandili. 

Used as a vegetable;, which is very wholesome, especially for con¬ 
valescents. ' 

80 A. senegalensis, Lamk. 

V em . y angli tHehndi, dddmM. 

Grows in wet places in the plains of the Punjab and of the North- 
Werf, ascending to 5,000 feet. 

U ,ed as a bfistermg agent. 

aS 
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AMAf ANNIA. 

Ammannia bacdfera, Linn,, LYTKRACEac. 

Blistering Aumania. 

Syn.—A. VBSICATORIA, Roxh. * • 

Vtm.—Dadmari, Hind., Bbng. ; Mau t Ratt-marick, 

i^nbuH-gvrtn, bkarajambol. Boh., Dbc. ; Kallu rivi, Tah.^ Agnivtn- 
ora pain, Tel. • 

A small herbaceous plant, generally met with on wet places through¬ 
out India, and extending to Afghanistan and China. , 

Dr. Roxburgh says; “ It has a strong muriatic but not disagreeable 
stAell. Its leaves are exceedinglj acrid; they are used •universally by 
the natives to raise blisters in rheumatic pains, fevers, &c. The fresh 
leaves, bruised and applied to the part intended to be blistered, perform 
itieir office in the course of half an hour or a little more and most effect¬ 
ually.” O’Shaughnessy says; "We made trial of this article in eight 
instances; blisters were not produced in less than 12 hours in any, and 
in three individuals not for 24 hours. The bruised leaves had been 
removed from all after half an hour. The pain occasioned was absolutely 
agonizing until the blister rose. We should not be justified in recom¬ 
mending these leaves for further trial; they cause more pain than can- 
tharidis, and are far inferior to the plumbago (lachitra) in celerity and 
"certainty of action.” " The juice of the plant is given internally in 
spleen; but It causes great pain, and the result is not certain.” {Amtter. 
Due. Cat.) 
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I find that an etherial tincture blisters well, without more pain than 
Liquor Lythse. (Dr, Dymock.) 

Anunonistcum. See Dorenu Ammomaenm, -Don, Uubelxjeers. 


AMMONIUM. 

Ammonium Chloride. 

Vem.— Nishebal, Benq, ; Nausadar, Hind.; Nava-charum, Tam.; 
Sfiihunar, Arab. ; Noshadar, Pees. 

This substance is largely manufactured in the Punjab and used in 
tinning and forging metals and in the formation of freezing mixtures, 
and also in the separation of ammonia. 

In medicine it is prescribed in inflammation of the liver and spleen. 
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AMOMUM. . 

Amomum aromaticum, Jioxd., Scitauinea. 

The Pharmacopoeia Indica refers the Greater Cardamom incorrfttly 
to this plant. See next species. 

A. melesueta, Roscce. 

Widely distributed in tropical West Africa. 

Grains of Paradise are the produce of this species. They are carmi¬ 
native, aromatic, and are used to give false strength to beer and other 
liquors. They are also used in cattle medicines. (Smith; Pharmaco- 
graphia.) • | 
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Asnomum subjOatuin, Poxh 

Tax Gxxatkx Caxoaxoh. . 

V«m.—Baro^W, Bk«g, Hihd.j ffiow, Ta«.} Tbuj 

Qo^tlacftA^Hiar, Akab. ; QaqilachMM{am,PKtiS,} Bukm. 

A native dt Nepal. 

The GreatM^ Cardamom has a fruit about the size of a nutmeg, irre- 

f ularly obcordate, flattened antero-posteriorly, having 15 to 20 irregular 
entatx>undulate wings which extend from the apex downwards for 
two-tWrds of the length of the Cardamom. Dr. King in the Litintean 
Journal, Vol. XVII, p. 3, clearly showed that the larger Cardamoms . 
w^e the produce of this species and not of A. aronutacuia, Roxb., to 
which plant Dr. Roxburgh attributed them, but he presumes that it 
may be possible that the latter p^nt may have been used in •Rox¬ 
burgh's time, though out of use now. * 

For medicinal properties tee Elatteiia Maton. 


AMOORA. 

j/Amowa Rohituka, W, & A., Meliacea. 

•Vem. —Harin harua, harin khana. Hind, j Rohituka, Sans. j Tiktor^aj, 
pitraj, Beng.; Bandripkul, iievM.} Sohdga,OvT>Yi} Thitnee,B\]titi. 

An evergrreen tree of Oudh, Assam, North and East Bengal, West¬ 
ern Ghats, and Burma. 

The bark of this plant is used as an astringent. 


AMORPHOPHALLUS. 

Amorphophallus campanulatus, Biume., Aroideje. 

Syn.— Arum campanulatum, Roxb. 

Vem. — Zamin-kand, Hind.; 01 , Beno. : JTand.S ans. ; Jangall surana, 
Bom. : Karuna, saoran, Tam. ; Muncka kunda, Tel. 

An annual: grows commonly in moist lands of Bengal, 

The corm or tuber and the seeds are used as irritants, and, there¬ 
fore, relieve pain of rheumatic swellings when applied externally. It is 
considered a hot carminative in the form of a pickle. 

AixQrgdalus commutiis, Linn See Pnmua Antygdalna, Bailt,, 

RoSACX 2 E. 

Ainyiis commipho^ Roxb. 

Buxseraces. 


See Balaamodendnn Rodmrg^, Arn., 
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ANABASIS. 

Anabasis multiflora, Miq., CjoENopoDiACEAt. 

VtStU—Cktthne, Idna, meira Idne, gora lane, ddna, shor tana, bdi choti. 
Mel with in the Punjab, a short distance east of the Sutlej. 

Baden-Powell mentions it amongst his drugs, but does not say 
anvtKing of Ha medicinal property. 





Uedicities. 


ANACARDIUM. 

' Anacardiam ocddeatale, Linn ., Anacakducxs. 

Thk Cashew Ntrr. • 

Vera.— K4ith Hiud.; Hijuli, ; Hjalibadima, kdJUalfya,Bou.} 
Kola mara, mundiri, Tau.; Thee~pck-thayet, Burw 

A small evergreen tree, introduced from Seuth America into the coast 
forests of Chittagong, Tenasserim, the Andaman Islands, an^ South , 
India. • 

The medicinal uses of this plant are many. Ilie nut yields an oil 
which is used as an anaesthetic in leprosy, and as a blister in warts, coyis 
and ulcers. The oil keeps wood painted with it from being ant-eaten. 
BeliJeen the laminae of the shell cAthe kernel there is a black, caustic 
fluid, which contains an ^rid, oily principle, Cardol, and a peculiar 
acid, Anacardic Acid. It possesses powerful rubefacient and vesicant 
properties. The spirit distilled from the expressed juice of the fruit 
may be used as a stimulant. 


ANACYCLUS. 

fVnacyclus PTrethrum, DC., Composite. 

The Pellitort of Spain. 

Vera.— Akecriara, HiND., Beno., Bom. j Akkarakamm, Tam. } Akara 
karava, Akardkaraiha, Sans. 

Indigenous in North 'Africa, whence it has been introduced into 
South Europe. 

This plant has stimulant properties, and when locally applied, acts as 
an irritant and rubefacient. It is also used as a sialagogue. In India it 
is often given to parrots with the idea of helping to make them talk. 
It is imported into India, and chiefly from Algeria. Ainslle (Mat. 
Ind., /, joo) gives a long account of this medicine. He informs us that 
vegetarians prescribe an infusion of it in conjunction with the Lesser 
Galangal and ginger as a cordial and stimulant in lethargic cases, in 
palsy, and in certain stages of typhus fever, and that they also order it to 
be chewed as a masticatory W toothache. It certainly possesses 
powerful stimulant properties, but is scarcely ever employed in Europe 
as an internal remedy; though it has been found useful as a sialagogfue, 
and as such. Dr, Thomson says, has been given with success in some 
kinds of headache, apoplexy, chronic ophthalmia and rheumatic aSec- 
' tions of the face. 

ANAGALLIS. 

• 

y AnagalUs arwensis, Linn., var. ccernlea, Priuulacex, 

I Vera.— Jonkkmdri, Jainghani, N. W. P. 

Found in Bengal, North-West India, and the Himalaya, from N^al 
westward, ascending to 5,000 feet; Central India, the Nilgiri Hills, 
and Ceylon (perhaps introduced). 

Used to intoxicate fish and to expel leeches from the nostrils. Fot 
this purpose the iuice of the varioiiQ Qoecieft of wmiM opem 


^drophobia, dropsy, epil^sy, and mania. Formerly it was 
in epilepsy, mania, hysteria, delirium, enlargement 
of the liver, spleen, dropsy, emaciation, stone, the plague, bit« of 
serpents and mad animals, and in numerous other diseases. • 





^Paiit V.} 


Ecano^uc Pn^ucts of India. 

ANAMIRTA. 


3E0Z Anamtr ta Cocoilus, W. ^./Mxnispxexacex. 

The Cocccuis Iraicus. ^ 

Veni. — KHmM, Hind.) KUt^kala, Bom. 

A climber of Southern and Eastern India and Burma. 

The bitter berries of' this plant are used in India to poison fish and 
cru^. In medical practice tn^ are never administered internally, but 
are*^ sometimes usea in the form of an ointment. This ointment is em- 
plc^ed as an insecticide, to destroy pediculi, ticc., and in some obstinate 
^forms of chronic skin diseases. (Bentley and Trimen.) 


ANANASSA 

XQ2 ^Ananassa sativa, Zme.BROHEUAcsA. 

• The Pink Apple. 

Vem.— Aninae, Hind. (Dae.) ; ilnanacA (vulprly an^ras), Beno.; Ana- 
roe, Guz.; Anashap-paxhane, TKi!..•, Andea-pandu, Tel.; Kaita-chakka, 
Mal. j Aatnunnas, Akab.& Pbrs.; Annas}, Cinch.; Nannasi, Burm. 

A perennial universally cultivated in all tropical and sub-tropical 
countries. The entire natural order to which this much-prized fruit be¬ 
long are natives of America and were unknown to Europe, Africa and 
Asia prior to discovery of the Western Continent. The Pine Apple is ap¬ 
parently a native of Brazil, and it was first made known to Europe by 
Qoncatlo Hernandez in 1513; it was introduced by the Portuguese into 
Bengal in 1594. "Its introduction is expressly mentioned bv Indian au¬ 
thors such as _Abul Furl in the Ayeen Akbari, and again by the author of 
Dhara Shekoih, (Boyle.) The rapidity with which it spread through 
Europe, Asia, and Africa is unparalleled in the history of any other 
fruit. It seems to have met with universal acceptance; hence, apparently, 
the purity with which Its American name A nasi or Nanas has passra 
through so many tannages. The Asiatic recipient of a living plant 
seems to have carrira on and adopted as his own the name by which 
so valuable a treasure was made known to him. The first pine nples 
which appear to have reached England were those presented to Q-om- 
well. Trie next notice is of the " Queen pine” presented to Charles II. 
on the 19th July 1688, having been sent from Barbados, and the first 
pine apple grown in England seems to have been reared from the 
ejected crowns of these. It was first systematically cultivated in 
Europe by M. Le Cour, a Dutch Merchant near Leyden. It was first 
fruited in England in the year 1712; since then its cultivation may be 
said to have become universaj ^1 over .Southern Europe. The largest 
pine (jn record was reared in England, and it weighed over 14 lbs. 

In India the fresh juice of the leavN is rep^arded as a powerful 
anthelmintic, and that of the fruit an antiscorbutic. A friend informs 
me that the natives regard the fresh juice of the fruit as poisonous if 
hypodermically injected. 

Anatherum murlcatum, Pe/B. See Andnpogon awtattm, Retz., 
GKAWNSa. 

AnclUlSft tisctoril^ Pesv., Bosagine£ (a ^nonym for AlicMuia 
tiisGtaila, Taush.y, occurs in works on Indian Economic ^ence, the root 
of which is incorrectly described as yielding the Ratanjote, for whici^ 
sSrlSaomut ecbMdeit Linn. AodnM is not met with in India. 
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ANDRACHNE. 


Andiadme cordlibUa, Maiit-Arg., Evfbobbiacex. 


Sya.— Lbtopus cobdifolius, Dcn». 
Vera.— Kttrknl, girgill, kurkuli, Ps. ' 


A slender shrub, frequent in parts of the I*unjab Himalaya at from 
2,500 to 7,500 feet. \ 

"The twigs and leaves are stud to kill cattle when browsed in the early 
, morning on an empty stomach.” (Dr, Stewart.) 


ANDROGIWHIS. 

i>An(lrographi8 paniculata, Nets, Acanthacsa. 

Thi Crkat. 

Vera.—JCrtoT, Hind. ; Kalmeghf Bbng. j Kiraia, Sans.; QatabuMmarirah, 
Arab. ; Nainehavandt, Pbrs. ; Olentirdyata, Boh. ; Nila 
vemba, Tah. ; Nelu-veam, Tbl. 

An annual; grows wild in Bengal, cultivated in South India. 

This bitter shrub is well known under the name of Kalmtg, and 
forms the principal ingredient of a household medicine called Alui 
extensively used in Bengal. The expressed juice of the leaves, to- 

§ ether with certain spices, such as cardamoms, cloves, cinnamon, Stc., 
ried in the sun, is made into little globules, which are prescribed 
for infants to relieve^ griping, irregular stools and loss of appetite. 
The medicinal properties of this plant are many. The roots and the 
leaves are febrifuge, stomachic, tonic, alterative and anthelmintic. 
According to Murray, the plant is very useful in general debility, dysen¬ 
tery and certain forms of ayspepsia. 


ANDROPOGON. 

/Andropogfon citratus, DC., Gkahinbs. 

Syn.— Cymbopooon citratuh, DC. 

Vera.- Gandhatriita,1olachi, Boh. 

The Lemon Grass which yields Lemon Grass oil. Verbena oil or 
Indian Molissa Oil. 

A large coarse grass known only in cultivation, rarely flowering j com¬ 
monly met with in gardens throughout India, and in Cmrlon cultivated 
for the purpose of preparing the Otto Of Lemon-grass or Verbena oil. 

. A. lanigfer, Des/. 

ThI JunCUS OrORATUS. 

Syn.—A. Iwarancusa, Roxb. (inpart) i CvKBOPoaoN laniqbr, Dtrt. 

\txa.—Ldmiak, hhiwi, panni, soldra, san. Hind.; Kirdnbtui, Bbno.; 

Limajjak, Sans. 

A native of the lower slopes of the Himalaya. 

Used to purify the blood, and in coughs, chronic rheumatism and 
cholera. It is recommended as a valuable aromatic tonic in dyspqisia, 
especially tlmt of children {it is also used as a stimulant and diaphoretic 
both b^ natives and Europeans, in gout, rheumatism and fever. (Batpn- 
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IrAndiy^x^n markatus, Xoa. 

390*—A. sguAKOsu*, UmH.;, yxrmcu adorata« Virty; AitAmnvu 

MUStCATUM, lUlArRM XUSlCATAt JVm; f^t-ARIS SiQAMOlOB^, 

JUim. 

VtOL—Khat, 

Vtarxtr, 

Pbm, j 

prhSs erass is found to grow abundantly on high sandy banks and 
wute fielas in Bengal, the Coromandel Cos^ and Upper India. 

An infusion oi the roots is given as a febrifuge no a powder in bilious 
^ coR^laints. It is regarded as stimulant^ diaphoretic, stomachic and 
refngerant. The essence (or otto) is used as a tonic. The fragrant 
roots ar« much used for the mai^acture of tiUties. 

O 

A. Nardus, Linn. 

Tbs Citrohsula, 6niGK& or Spkx Grass. 

SyOL— A. FLaXUOSUS, Nms ; A. COLOHATUS, fV«M ; A. Mabtiki, Tiro, 
(not of othtrs) | A. IWASANCUSA, /?<uA. (in part) ; Cymbofogom 
FLSXUOSUS, Mm ; C. Nardus, Linn, {in Pkarm, /net.) 

Vera.— 

A grass common in the plmns and lower hills of the North-Western 
Provinces and Punjab; extensively cultivated in Ceylon and Singapore 
for the production of oil of Citronella. Piesse sa3rs that the annual 
export of Citronella from Cwlon is about 40,000 lbs., valued at 8,000. 
The export price of Citronella oil at Columbo is about 4s. id. per lb. 
It is extensively used in the preparation of the so-called “ honey soap.” 

A. Sdusnanthus, ZiVin. 

Tbs Gskaniub Grass. 

Syn.— A. Martini," ; A. Nabdoidbs, Mm; A. calahus-abom- 

ATICUS, Riyle / A. PACHNODES, Trin. 

Vern. — Rusaghas, agiagkis, bior, musel, mirciia gand. Hind. ; Bujitta, 
pdla-ikari,N. W. P.; Rost, rokitha. Bom. 

This grass grows wild in Central India, the North-West Provinces* 
and the Punjab. • 

The oil is used as a liniment in chronic rheumatism and neuralgia, 
and is believed to have the property of curing baldness. 

An oil, known as Neimar, or Raus-ka-Ul, is prepared from the rhizomes 
of this plant, used medicinally, and in perfumery. {Atkinnn.) 


e 

btna,panni, sonfk, ganrar, onti. Hind, t Xhat-ilUa, Bbno. j 
Tam. I V4la, UutiAisua, Bom.i Utir, &iMS.| Kat, Arab., 


AKEILEMA. 

a 

Asdlttua tuberosa, Sam., CoiatXLivAczs. 

Vttlti—SijHA mutli, Hind. 

A native of Kumaun, found rardy to the west of the Jumna. 

Said to have astringent and tonic priqierties, and considered by 
natives to be hot and dry; useful in headache, giddiness, fever, jaundice 
and deafness. It is also an antidiRe to poisons, and r^^ded as a cure 
ior snake-bite. 

Tlw dried powder mixed with sugar U used as an aj^rodisiac. 
Mixed widi the juice of the iuln leava it is used for pain in the 
'Hf^idneys^sndUoneof the chief remedies used by hakims for sperma- 
torrh^ {Dr. Emerson.) 

W ■ 
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' ANBMONS. 

Anemotie obtiisiloba, jUMtmcvLAc&E. 

'Vtxa.—Rttttat^og, fadar, Pb. 

Temperate and Alpine Himalaya, from Kashmir Jo Sikkim j alti¬ 
tude 9,000 to i5;ooofeet. 

In Hazara the pounded root, which is acrTd, is mixed with milk and 
given internally for contusions. In Bissahir it is said to be uS^ as a 
blister, but to be apt to produce sores and scars. (7. Z. StewirQ 

^Anethum Sowa, ir»rs, and A. graveolenstZtm. * 

See Penc ftd a min i gtweolena, Benth^ UMaamraRj. , 
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ANGELICA. 

Angelica glauca, i:dgw., Umbellxfkrx. 

Vtm.—Chora or Churi. 

From Kashmir to Simla, altitude 8,000 to 10,000 feet j found also in 
the Dhanla Dhar Range, above the Kangra ValW, 

A cordial and stimulant remedy, formerly used in the cure of flatu- 
lence and dyspepsia. It is also used in obstinate constipation, and in 
bilious complaints. 

Angustura Bark. ,, See Gallpea cnapatia, St. HU., Rutacil*. 

Anise-seed. See z^jdaella Aidnua, Umbeixifkilb. 

AnisCi Star. nudwa Aolaataa, Linn., MAGNOLUCEii. 


ANISOCHILUS. 

Anisochilus camosus, Wall,, Labut£. xz3 



Found in North Circars and Malabar. 

Ainelie says that the fresh juice of the leaves mixed with sugar-candy 
is given by the Tamil doctors in Cynanche, and, mixed, wrth sugar and 
gingclly-oil, is used_ as a cooling liniment for the head. The leaves and 
stems are'giyen in infusion in coughs and colds as a mild expectorant. 
The plant yields a volatile oil which is said to be stimulant, daphoretic 
and expectorant. {Dymoch, Pharm. Ind.) 

Anisodus luridanSyXtW;^. & Otto. Scop^ tmUa, Sox. 

iUlACEA. 

ANISOMELIS. 

Anisomelis malabaricn, R. Br., Labutac. 

WtCtl.—PemayarvHe, Tah.j Moga-beerakoo, ntabheri, china-ramtiheri, 
TBl. ] traaeniOH, Hind. ; Bootan-koothum, Sans. 

Found in South India. Dr. Birdwood mentions this as one qt the 
y' ,ts which in Bombay are sold as gaosuban. 

C—I 
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Economic Produdf of India. 


“Few plants are held in higher esteem or are more frequently em¬ 
ployed in native practice thantnis^ An infusion of the aromatic, bitter 
leaves is in common use in aSectkms^ of the stomach and bowels, ca¬ 
tarrhal affections, and intermittent fevers. According to Dr, Wight, in 
addition to its internal use in the cure of fevers, patients are made to 
inhale the valour of a hot itifusion so as to induce ct^ious diaphoresis.” 
{JPharm. Ind^ < 

o 

Anis6mdis oynlOi, R. Br. 

VeiB.— Gobwa, 


Found in C^lon, Coromandel, Bombay, Bengal, and Nepal. 

The whole plant has a strong camphoraceous smell. In (^lon a 
distilled oil is prepared from it and foun4 useful in uterine anections. 
It has also carminative, astringent, and tonic properties. 


ANONA. 

Anona squamosa, Linn., Anonacex. 

• Thk Custaxd Apple. 

Vtm.—Bharifa, sitaphal. Hind. ; Aia, Una, Beno. j Stia, Tam. ; Atta, 
Mal.; Auaa, Burm. 

A small tree, introduced from the West Indies, and naturalised 
throughout India and Burma. 

The ripe fruit is medicinally considered a maturant, and when bruised 
and mixed with salt, is applied to malignant tumours to hasten sup¬ 
puration. The seeds contain an acrid principle fatal to insects,'and the 
dried unripe fruit, powdered and mixed with gram flour, is used to 
destroy vermin. An infusion of the leaves is considered efficacious in 
prolapsus ani of children. The root is considered a drastic purgative} 
natives administer it in acute dysentery. It is also employed internally 
in depression of spirits, and spinal diseases. 


ANTHEMIS. 

Anthemls nobilJs, Linn., Coxposixjt. 

Common oe True Chamomile. 

Veen. — Baboonet^hooX, Hind., Dec.; El-daU-mirtie, Arab.; Bdbi.nak, 
b(^na-ga, Pers. of Dioscorides. 

A perenni^ herb, indigenous in England and Persia, and plentiful in 
France, Spain, Germany, and Russia. Imported into India and also 
cultivated in the gardens of the rich. 

■ITie dried flower-heads have been made officinal in Indian Pharma- 
coperia. They are described as stimulant, tonic and carminative, and 
useful in constitutional debility, hysteria, and dyspepsia. Formerly, th^ 
were employed in intermittent fevers, but this has been supersede by 
cinchona. In large doses they act as emetic. Chamomile oil possesses 
stimulant and antispasmodic properties, and is considered a' valuable 
remedy for flatulence. Persian.chamomile is obtained from Slatricada 
•^hamoidlla, Linn. (B 1 Somolena, Linn.), which see. 


A. Lina. 




Stt Anaqrcln PmUmuB, DC., Composite. 



Medictnes, 


£PART 


ANTHOCEPHALUS. 


, APIUM. 


' Anthocephalus Cadamba, Rubucils. 218 

S211.— Naucixa Cadamb^, Roxi. * 

VenL —Kaddam, raram, HiND. ; Kadam, Bbho. ; Kadamia, Sans. ; 

Pandir, Lepcha : Rogku, Ass.; Vella, cadamba, Tam. j Kadambe, 

Tel. ; Kadam, Mar. ; Kadamba, nkyi. Bom. j Miod, maoobadoom, 

Burm. • 

A large deciduous tree wild, in North and East Bengal, and 

the West Coast; cultivated in North India. _ • 

The bark is used medicinally as a febrifuge and tonic. 


• ANTI4RIS. • 119 

Antiaris toxlcaria^ Leesch ., Urticacejk. 

Travancors Sacking Trrk ; The Upas Trkr. 

Syn.—A. SACCIDORA, Dale . 

Vent. — Alii, nattavU, Tam. : Mya-sheilL Burm. ; Jiaund, riihd, ekdn - 
dala, chdndakuda, charvara midi. Bom. 

A forest tree of West India. 

The bitter seeds contain a peculiar principle which may prove an 
active medicinal agent. Information regarding the properties of these 
seeds would be desirable. {Pharm. Ind.) 


ANTIMONIUM. 

^ Antimonium or Antimony, Black. 220 

Vera. — Itmad, iohal, Arab.; Surmak, Pbrs.; Surme~ia-patthar, HiNd. 

Largely used by women in India as an application to edges of the 
eyelids to improve personal appearance. (Z?r. Emerson.) 

Antirr hinum glaucum, Linn, See Liaaria glanca, Spreng., ScRO- 

FUUUtRUeS. 

APIUM. 

yApium gjaveolens, Linn., UxBSLLirzzs. 221 

Vera. — Ajmod, Hind. ; Karafsh, Arab, j Badiajamoda, BoM. i Kursab, * 
Pkrs. ; Bhitfhata, Pb. 

Met with at the base of the North-West Himalaya and outlying hills 
in the Punjab; cultivated by Europeans and natives in the Punjab for 
its root. 

The officinal root is considered alterative and diuretic, and given in 
anasarca and colic. The seeds also are mven as stimulant and cordial. 

As an antispasmodic the^ are used in bronchitis, asthma, and to 
some extent by natives for liver and spleen diseases, and said to be 
emmenagogue {Dr. Emerson). 

, A. involucratum, Roxl. See Caraa RoxboigUaaina, Benth., UuBBi.- 

LIFERJC. I 

, Aplotaids auriculata, DC. See SBMWfea Igpolenca, Spreng, Com- 

Fosim 
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tj^lMS^-Ottiu. See CJS.C. (TttCcHttrtl.) 

AQUILARIA. 

xsa lilquilaiia Ag9llodia,^0^^., THTMELJEAcsiK. 

* £aolb-wood, AjtoES-woos, LignuiI'ALOks, Calaxbac-wood, 

• Agzla, Aetaw, 

Wmu—Agar, ugir %gir, Himd., Beno.i Sasi, Ass. j Akyan, Bush.s 
, Agar, aggalictun^na, T^.j Agru, Tst. j Agunt, Sahs.j Agar, 

oad, Arab. ; Ayaher-che, Psss. 

A large evergreen tree of Ea« Bengal, Burma, Malayan Pehinsula, 
and Archipelago. t 

Since the time Dr. Roxbut^h described this plant scarcely any further 
information has been obtained. The conclusion he arrived at seems 
correct, namely, that the much-prized wood is obtained from East India, 
and from the forests to the east and south-east of SyJhet, extending 
through Manipur, Chittagong, Arakan, to Mergui and Sumatra. From 
India it finds its way to China, and from Coriiin China it was first re¬ 
exported to Europe 5 hence, in all probability, the association of the plant 
with that country. Under the name of Alcezyloa AgaUochua, Loureiro 
described a plant said by him to be a native of Cochin China, and to yield 
the true Calambac-wood or Agallocha. His description is incomplete and 
very imperfect, and his genus has therefore been set aside by Bentham 
ana Hooker in their Genera Plantarum, while his plant has never since 
been identified. DeCandolle refers it to Legnalnosss. 

No further evidence having come to light of the existence of 
Agallocha-wood in Cochin China, it is probable that the odoriferous wood. 
was not the product of the tree described by Loureiro, but an importation 
obtained from India, There are many plants, however, which resemble 
the Agallocha in the odour of their wood, resin or sap, and it is there¬ 
fore probable that Cochin China may possess one of these. The saps 
of Ezcsecaiia AodJocha, L., a small tree found along the coast 
of Burma from Chittagong to Tenasserim, is supposed to resemble 
Agallocha, hence the specific name Uee Excsecaria). So also the resinous 
excretions from various members ci the Myrrh family have been errone¬ 
ously associated with the Agar. This, in all probability, is the explanation 
of BalMaodendrott Agallocha, W. tg A., as in Drury, the description of 
which most probably contains a compilation of the characters attributed 
to B. Mnki^ B. RozbotghU, and Aqniloria AgaUocha. Smith, in his 
Dictionary of Economic Plants, seems to lay stress upon Agallocha being 
the vernacular name for Exoeouia AgallocbL This is quite a mist^e, 
for the name Agallocha does iwt appear to be of native origin. 

The wood of this tree is impregnated with a resinous principle, often 
found collected ip masses here and there throughout the stem. This 
curious fact is in all probability due to some diseased condition which 
might be artificially prcmuced in order to increase the formation or col¬ 
lection of the resin. To obtain this sweetly-scented resin the trees are 
hewn down and cut to pieces while searching for the masses d resin. 

The wood chips {chura-agar) are largely sold in the bazars and used, 
by themselves at associated with Bdellium, as incense, bfiraed ^ Hindu 
temples. Thqr are also boiled, and the water thereafter daiBfeft^n order 
to prepm-e Aggar-atfar, a perfume much admired by the p^le of India. 

The fr^rant wood Qod is also largely used for makim jewel cases, 

, jpsd, indeed, precious stones are very frequently set in it. Aloes-wood is 

largely used for making ornaments and rosary bea^. 
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ci th« Bax, so £amed fbr '!^ {rageanee^ tUsct' 

AgtSodOb CtemblA says th«t (tl^, Bnnaeaiffr ^ 

Agiillodid) is the most impoctant prdooce of the foresteof South To- 
nassoim and the Mer^i Archtpelaga It is fcmnd in fr ^i U OU ta of 
various shapes and sizes in the Centre the tre<^ and usually, if not alvt^ 
where some former injury has been receivod.” • 

The fragrant resinous substance is considered conlial by ^Me 
Asiatic nations. It has been prescribed in gout suid rheutnatism (.dhse. 
lie, ex Voigt's Hortus Calcut,), Loureiro observes that the CSl^bac 
is a delightful perfume, serviceable in vertim and palsy, and the powder 
is useful as a restrainer of the fluxes and vomiting. In decoction it is 
useful to allay thirst in fever. 

BaoLR-wooD (P resin) is stated.to brioe about /30 pea cwt. for 1st 
quality (Sumatran)j ;^2a, 2nd quality (Malaccan); and ;^3-io, 3rd 
quality (Malaccan and Indian). It shomd melt like wax and emit an 
agreeable odour, . 


AI^ACHIS. 

, Arachls hypQgaea, Zi»»,, Legvhinosa. 

The Earth-nut, 

Vem.— Buchanaia, Sans. ; Mungphali, Hind. ; Mat-huUd, chiner-htdim, 
belatimung, Beng. ; Verkadalai, Tak. j Vtmsana-ga-haya, Tel, ; 
Maibtu, Burm. ■“ 

An annual of South America ; now generally cultivated in South 
India and some parts of Bengal and Upper India. 

Arachis oil forms a good substitute in pharmacy for olive oil. It has 
now almost entirely superseded that of olive oil in India, both for phar¬ 
maceutical and other purposes. It is well adapted for the preparation of 
ointments. 


ARCTOSTAPHYLOS. 

Arctostaphylos Uva Ursi, Spreng., Ericacejc. 

Syn.— ^Arbutus Uva Ursi, Linn. 

A native of North America, Europe, and Asia. The leaves are 
astringent diuretic. They are imported and sold by druggists. 


ARECA. 

Areca Catechu, Linn., Palms. . 

The Betel Nut or Areca Palm. 

Vem.—Su^ort, Hind, j Gvbii, Sans. ; Snpiri.gm, Beno. ; PV/of, Arab.; 

Papal, gird cAoi, Pers.; Camonugu, paku, Tam.; CinoH, ; 

Kwatn-thu-beng, Burm. 

A tall, elegant palm, with slender, straight stems, cultivated through¬ 
out tropical India. 

Young nut is said to possess astringent properties, and is prescribed 
in bowel complaints and bad ulcers. It contains a large prraortion of 
tannic and gallic acids, and hence its astringent property. The burnt 
nuts when powdered form an excellent dentifrice. According to Dr. U. 
Shorn, the powdered nut, in doses of lo or 15 grains every three or 
four hours, is useful in checking diarrhoea arising from debilitf. It 
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has also 'be«n fbudS vary uaehd in ufmaiy disordoi, and is reported 
to possess aphrodisiac propoties. The dried nuts when chewed pro¬ 
duce stimulant and exhilaiwt effet;^ on the system. 

The nut is regarded as a nervine tonic and emmenagogu^ and is used 
as an a^ingent lotion for the eyt&. ' 
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^ARGEMONE. 

Aispemoae mexlcaiuCzt»»., Papaveracxa. 

Sitfcn,^ShiiUinid, Bbno.; Bhtrband, Hind.} SreAmadtmdi, Sans.: 

BrakmaeUmdumrai, Tam. ; Pimali-ilkotra, pilodhaturo. Bom. 

A spring herbaceous annual, introduced into India within historic 
times, common evetywhere from Bengal to the Punjab on roadsides 
and waste«lac^_ self-sown, and ^peanng in the cold season. » 

The yellow juice of this plant i& used as a medicine for dropsy, jaun¬ 
dice, and cutaneous affections. It is also diuretic, relieves blisters, and 
heals excoriations and indolent ulcers. The seeds have narcotic properties. 
Thqr yield on expression a fixed oil, which haslongbeen in use amongst 
West Indian practitioners as an aperient. It exercises a soothing influ¬ 
ence whm applied to jierpetic eruptions and other forms of skin diseases. 
The native practice of applying thfc juice of this plant to the eye in 
ophthalmia is dangerous. 


ARGENTUM. 

X27 -Arsentum or SUver. 

SS Versu— CAandt, Hind.} Rufya, taro. Sans,] FtMah, Arab, j NuhraJi, Pass. 

Silver-leaf is used medicinally combined with other metals, chiefly 
with gold or iron, for nervous diseases. {Dr, Emerson.) 

ARGYRE^^ 

228 'Argyreia ^yiedosa, Sweet., Convolvulace®. 

Vein. — Samandar-ii-pai, Samandarphaind, Hind.] BicUarak, \BzKa,i 
Bamndrtpalaka, Sans, j Kaf-daryi^ Pers. ; Skamuddi rappach-eh-ai, 
Tam. 1 Samudra shoka. Bom. j Samudrapila, Tel. j Samandar-ki- 
paita, Dec. 

A twining perennial, found all over India, from Assam to Belgaum 
and Mysore cultivated in China and the Mauritius. 

The leaves are maturative and absorptive and are used as emollient 
poultices for wounds, and externally in skin diseases, having rubefacient 
and vesicant properties. The root is regarded as alterative, tonic, and 
useful in rheumatic affections and diseases of the nervous system. In 
synovitis the powdered root is given with milk. 


Mixed with vinegar the sap is rubbed over the body to reduce obesity. 
{Dr. Emerson.) 

ARZStOLOCHIA 
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AltitolOCMa bnict^ta, Eete., Akistolocbiack®. 

The Beacteated Birthwort. 

Vem. —Kiriamdr gandanorgandati, Hind.j Patira bunga, katraiungkd, 
Pbrs., Sars. ] Gwtdtdee, ktramar, Dec. ; Addu-tinapaUy, Tam. ] 
GadidtgadssparaPku, Tel.; Gandkati, kidimdrt. Bom. 

- Pound on the banks of the Jumna and Ganges and in the Deccan. 
S^pos to luxuriate on the black soils of Western India. {Dymock^ 
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Every part of this plant is nauseously bitter,’and is much used by the 
Hindu physicians on account of its anthuraintic properties. Two fresh j 

leaves rubbed up in a Ihtie water,«and given to an adult for a dose, once ] 

in twenty-four nours, are considered a cure for purgin^f with gripes. i 

(Roxburgh.) The natives £meexe the juice of this plant mto wounds to 
kill worms. (Dr, Gibson.) It is spoken of by Dalzetl as possessing "a 
merited reputation as an antiperiodic in intermittent fevers.” It is 
also suppo^ to be an emmenagpgue. On J. Newton rraorts that in' 

Sind the dried root, in doses of abwt a drachm and a half, isadminis- 
tered during labour to increase uterine contractions. It holSs a high 
reputation as an antiperiodic in the treatment of fevers. For this pur¬ 
pose it is often made into a paste along with the seeds of Barringtoida 
acutangnla, Cekstms penlcnudai and Black Pepper, the whole body 
iniiag rubbed with this paste in malarial fevers. (Dymock ^Dalttll j and 
Gibson’s Flora of Bombay.) • 

Aristolochia Indlca, Linn. lyy 

The Indiah Birthwort. 


Vtnu—Isharmul, jorabel^ Hind.; Isarmvl, Bsno.; Sdpasana, Bom.; Sitfurs, 
; Sunanda, hari,jovari,artamula, Sans. ; Zoravandi-kindi, Arab. 

Pers. ; Ich-chura-mtUiver, TAM. 

A twining perennial, found all over India, Bengal, Konkan, Travajf- 
core, and Coromandel. f 

The root possesses emmenagpgue and antiarthritic properties. It 
enjoys, like all members of this genus, the reputation of being a ^uV 
able antidote for snake-bite, and is said to be used to effect abortion. 
It is also held in much esteem by the natives as stimulant and tonic, 
and is used by them in intermittent fevers and other affections. The 
early Portuguese settlers called it Rais d« Cobra, owing to its supposed 
efficacy against the bite of the cobra, being both taken internally and a 
powder of the root applied externally to the injured part. 

A. longa, Linn. 

Long-rootrd Birthwort. 





\tsn.—.-Zeranand~tawil, arisitdookheea, Abab. ; Ztrawand^dras, Pbrs. 

Indigenous to South Europe; imported into India. 

The leaves are said to be useful in the cure of snake-bite, especially 
cobra-bites. Theroot is bitter and used as an emmenagogue and in dis¬ 
eases of the womb and affections of the gums or ulcers; also in indiges¬ 
tion and bowel complaints of children. It is said to act as a tonic 
and febrifuge.- 


Used by natives in apoplexy, jaundice, paralysis, gout and chronic 
rheumatism. (Dr. Emerson.) 

A, rotunda, Linn. 

Round-rootkd Birthwort. 

\ftXO..—Zarawand-modderi^, Abab. ; Zaneand-gtrd, Pbrs. 

» enous in South Europe; imported into Bombay. 

in coughs. The root is hot and aromatic. It is used by natives 
in the treatment of itch, lice, and intestinal worms; also in l^rosy and 
ulcers, and to promote secretion of urine. It is also known as an antidote 
for poisons. I>r. Dymock in his Materia Medica of Western India savs 
it is difficult to get this drug pur^ it being often adulterated with tne I 
corms of an aroid. ^ 
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At^totochla seipentaria, L. 

The ViEGiHUH Snake Roqt. 

A native of North America. ^ 

The root of this species is given in the Pharmacopaia Indica as the 
officinal form of AdsMtochfa. Dr. Dymock and other authors allude to 
it as imported into India, and it is therefore probable that it is only met 
with in chemists’ shops. ' Information as to whether any of the preceding 
fcrms^^ve regarded as officinal in India is desirable. 

ARNICA. 

Arnica moAtana, L., Coufosita. 

Akaica. ' 

Native of Central and South Europe. 

Imported into India, being officinal in ihe Pharmacopoeia. Used inter¬ 
nally as a stimulant and externally as a sedative and resolvent. In 
British practice its use is limited to the application of the tincture to 
sprains, &c. 

ARSENIC. 

Arsenic, White, or Arsenicum Album. 

Vem.— Stntbul-kh4r, sanUiyasufiiuI, Hind., Dec. j Saniha visha, Sans.; 
Sdmbala-iskdra, BKriQ, i Vellai-pishanaTH, Tau. •, Tella^/idsfflnam, Teu 
In Indian Pharmacopoeia, this substance is described as alterative, 
tonic, antiperiodic, in large doses powerfully poisonous. It has been used 
with much success in ague, neuralgia and spasmodic affections, and in 
chronic skin diseases, including leprosy. In chronic rheumatism, cancer, 
uterine congestion, menorrhagia, snake-bite, and chronic catarrhal Sec¬ 
tions, it has proved an effectual remedy. (Pharm. Ind.) 

Artanthe eloosata, Miq, .Sire piper angustlfoliunii Ruiz, Piperaceae. 

ARTEMISIA. 

Art em is ia maritima, Linn., Compositjb. 

WoBM-SEED or Santonine. 

Syn.—A. sp. in Pharm. Ind. 

sari/oon, a/santin-ul-6ahr, Arab., Pers. ; Kiramini onva. 

Western Himalaya, froin Kashmir to Kumaun, altitude 7,000 to 
laooo feet. Western Tibet; in Salt Plains, altitude 9,000 to 14/xx) feet, 
abundant. Commercially obtained from Russia. 

The flower-heads of this plant are largely us^ for their anthelmintic, 
^bstruent, and stomachic tonic properties. In the form of a poultice it 
is used to relieve pain caus^ through stings of insects and poisonous 
bites. Santonine is chiefly used in the treatment of round and thread 
worms. It has the peculiar property of causing objects to appear yellow 
to patients undo* the action of this medicine. 

A. perslca, 

^Itxa,—Sh»ek, sarifoon, t^antitr-ul-bakr, Arab, and Pbrb. 

, Bellew collected this species in AfghSnistin, where he states that it is 
've» abundant, the plant being used as a tonic, febrifuge and vermifuge, 
it n alsofound|in Western Tibet, altitude 9,000 to 14,000 feet. 
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Arteai^ saxuxirum, Ledth. 

Vem. — Tatatn, munyi, murit^jau, chimbar, thir, birfuA, Pa. 
Western Tibet, Kuniw^r, and the Tibetan r^on of Runuuia j 
altitude 9,000 to 17,000 feet. 

Said to be given medicinally to horses in affections of the head. 


, scoparia, Waidst. & Kit. V 139 

Vem.— Jhau, Uuajt biwr, durumga, doni, maria. Pa. j Chiri sarcj, BAzaa • 

NAME. 

Found in the Upper Gangetic Plain, and westward to Sind and the 
Punjab, Western Himalaya; fronsKashmir to Lahoul, alfltude 5,000 to 
7,000 feet; Western Tibet, altitudS 7,000 to 12,000 feet. 

The branches appear to be officinal in the Punjab. The smoke is 
considered good for burns, and the • ifusion is given as a purgative. . 


sU. 
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A. Sieversiana, JVittd. 

Vem.— A/santin, domta, Pers., Arab. 

Western Himalaya from Kashmir to Lahoul, altitude 8,000 to lopoo 
feet; Western Thibet, China,and Russia. 

A plant very similar to A nhatntlimni j L. It is said to be cultivated 
at Bandora near Bombay, from which fresh supplies reach the market, 
The Bombay import'- of the drug arc from Persia. Hakims prescribe this 
drug in hypochondriasis, jaundice, dropsy, gout, scurvy, and also as an 
emmenagogue. {Dymock.) 


A. stmiutatoria, Roxh. See Centlpeda orbicularis. Lour,, Couposita 


A. vulgaris, Linn. 

Indian Worm-wood. 

Syn.—A. iNDicA, WiXld. 

Vetn.—Na^own, nagadona, Hind., Beno.; Sarpan, davani, Bou,, 
Titapai,^ epal; t^wadamani. Sans. ;A/sanHne-ktnd(,AUAB.; Sorin' 
jdsifekdhi, Pkrs. ; Sfichipatri, Tam. ; Daranama, Tel. 

Throughout the mountain tracts of India, altitude 5,000 to 12,000 feel 
on the West Himalaya, KhSsia hills, Manipur, and the mountains o 
North Burma. , 

“A gregarious shrub, coming up on old cultivations, between 3,00c 
and 6,000 leet in the Sikkim'hills, and often Covering large tracts o 
land until killed down by the tree-growth which succeeds it.” {Gamble. 
The Western Ghits from the Concan southward to Ceylon. 

It fhas stomachic and tonic properties, and is used as a febrifuge, 
Dr. Wight states that the leaves and tcys are used in nervous Sd 
spasmodic affections connected with debility; also an infusion of them 
is given as a fomentation in ulcers. It may be used as an inferio 
substitute for cinchona in intermittent fevers; it is also employed i 
dyspepsia, and as an anthelmintic, and in liver diseases. 

Amongst the vernacular names of this plant has been included the 
Mahomedan a/santin, and it seems probable that this is at least^ne of 
the sources of that remedy, if not the principal source. ^ 
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ARTHROCNfiMUWr. 

^ Arihrocnemum indicum, Moq' CHs^opoDiAcsii. 

^a.—S alicokkia indica, Willd ,; Uon. fgi, non X. Br, (Fttarm. Ind.) 

Vvca.—yodn~palnng, Bb)IO. j Vmari, Tam. j Koyyapippili, TkIi. 

A gre^areous weed met with in the Sunderbunds and along the 
CoTo^nael Coast, also at Bombay. 

Roxburgh urges that the preparation of "fossil alkali" or barilla 
from this plant should be encouraged on the Coromandel Coast, but he 
does not inform us whether it is actually prepared. Information of this 
nature as also specimens should be supplied' by Madras. Compare 
with rentes under Carozyko an(j| SaUcmsia. ^ 

♦ 

p, 

ARTOCARPUS. 

Artocafpus int^^rifolia, Linn., URTicAcxac. 

Vasu—Kanihal, iaikal. Hind., Bkng. ; Panasa, Ukita, Tel. ; Phanas, 
Mak. ) Pilla, Tam. ; Peingnai, Burm. 

A large tree, cultivated throughout India, except in the northern¬ 
most part. It grows wild in the mountain forests of the Western Gh4ts, 
ascending to 4,000 feet. {Beddome.) 

The juice of the plant is applied externally to glandular swellings 
and abscesses to promote suppuration. The tubers, S worn on the waist, 
are said to cure hydrocele. The young leaves are used in skin diseases, 
and the root is usm internally in diarrhoea. 

ARUM. 

Z 44 - Arum curvatum, Roxb., Aroioea. 

Vem. — Girin, dor, UrUckili, kirakal, jangisk, Pb. 

This plant grows at many places in the Punjab Himalaya, from 
4,ooo,to 6,500 feet. 

It is stated to have poisonous qualities. In Kdlld the seeds are said 
to be given with salt for colic in sheep. 

A. indicumi Roxb. See Alocaaia indica, ScAo//. 

A. speciosum, Wall. 

Vem. — Samp-ki-khumb, kiri-ki-kukri, kiralu, Pb. 

Found in the Punjab Himalaya, from 6,000 to 8,500 feet. 

In Hazara the root is stated to be poisonous; in Chumba it is 
applied pounded to snake-bites. In KuIId, .where the root is given to 
sheep for colic, the fmit is said to have deleterious effects on the mouth 
when eaten by children. 

146 A. tortuosum, Wall. 

• VtXtx.—Kiri-ki‘kukri, Pb. 

This plant was found in Chumba at about 7,000 feet, and is much 
smaller in size than the preceding ones. 

The root of the plant is used to kill the worms which infest cattle in 
the rains. 

Aniudc^ EpigCjoSi Linn. Sei Calaiaagreatia E|dgid«i^ Roth., Gra- 
«««*• 
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Asaifcetkla. See Fembi NaitJia, Baits., UittstiLmEa. 


ASAGR£A. 

Asagnea officinalis, Lyndi., Lilucex, , 

CXVADILLA or SABADn.U, • 

A native of Mexico; imported into India. • 

Chiefly used in the preparation of the alkaloid Veratn'a, 

A decoction of the plant is useful externally to destroy pediculi. 


. ASAHUM. 

Asarum europceum, Linn., Axistolochiacxa. 

Common Asarabica, or Foalfoot. 

Vern.— Tuckir, Hind.; Asaroen,iARAB.; ifaairicun/ayvte, Tam. ; Chetu 
iutaker, Tsl.-, Tagara,Tiou. 

Indigenous in temperate Europe and North Asia. 

Asbestus or Asbestos. 


ASCLEPZAS. 

Asclepias curassavica, Linn., Asclefiadub. 

Cukassavian Swallow-wort. 

Vem. — Kurati, kiiaturtdi, BoH. 

Indigenous in the West Indies, but quite naturalised in India. Found 
in Bengal and various parts of India. 

The root erf this plant possesses emetic properties, and hence the West 
Indian colonists gave to it the name of Bastard or Wild Ipecacuanha. 
The expressed juice of the leaves acts successfully as an anthelmintic. 
It is also sudorific. The juice of the flowers is said to be a good styptic. 

A. gigantea, Roxb. See Calotro^ gigaaiia, R- Br., Asclxpiades. 

Ash. See Fiftriaua flodbnnda, Wall., Olxacxa. ^ 


ASPARAGUS. 


Asparagus adscendens, Roxb., i^iacem. 

Syn.—A. SATAWAK. 

N.W. P.; Muslak, Hind., Sluikafule, Arab, andPiRS. 
Sipheta musali, dkolt inusali. Bom. 

Found in Rohilcund. 

The tuber of this species is used as a demulcent and tonic. 

Is used as a substitute for Salep. 


A, filkinus, Ham. 

^exiS.—AUi palli, saunspaur, sensor pkl, saiaarra, Pb. 

Oaurs fr^uently in the Punjab Himalaya,.from 3,000 to 8,500 feet, 
"^e root is considered tonic and astringent. In I^ndwira sprig of 
this IS put in the hands of small-pox patients as a curative measuiai 


45 



^ Ec 0 fH>m$c Products of India. 


un. 


A^axagas dfidiaUs, Lin*. 

VeiB.— Hillooa, Hind, j Margya, Bbno. 

IndigeiHXis in Europe; cultivated in India. 

According to Dr. Honigbeiner, the seeds are used by the hakims 
' in debility m the stomach, also in liver, spleen, and renal disorders. 
Diuretic and aphrodisiac properties are also ascribed to than. 


A. (piinjabensis in Stewards Punjab Plants). 

‘"Svca.-^Stnsttr pit, chtiH, iuchan, sanmali. 

This plant is common in parts of the plains of the Punjab, east to 
the Sutlq, as well as in the Salt Range, and on the Sutlq to 5,500 feet. 

A sprig it is put in the hamls of small-pox patients as a (;urative 
measure. The leaves are officinatat Lahore. 


X55 A. tacemosus, Wiild. 

Veau—SaiamtUi, Sans., Bbno.; Satimar, Hind.; Skdkdlqul, Abab.; 
CJialla, Tbl. 

A climber, found all over India. 

The root of this plant is used medicinalljr as a refrigerant, demulcent, 
diuretic, aphrodisiac, antispasmodic, alterative,’antidiarrhoeatic and anrt- 

S tTsenteric. It is used chiefly as a demulcent in veterinary medicine. 

aden-Powell says that it prevents confluence of small-pox. Is used in 
impotence in the form of a preserve. 

X35 A. sannentosus, Wiild. 

Vem.— Sv/ed musli, Hind.; Tannis^tan-kit, Tam.} Chaila-gaddalu, 
Tbl. ; Eilora, Sind ; Shatdvart, Bom. 

A climber, found in Uppqr India and the Deccan. 

The root is considered nourishing and aphrodisiac. Boiled with oil, 
it is applied to cutaneous diseases. 

By hakims this plant is used for the same medicinal purposes as 
Aneiletu tnberoaa, and is considered more efficacious than that plant. 
(Dr. Enursott.) 

A. satawar (in Murray’s Drugs of Sind). Set A. adBcend en a 
Roxh. 


ASPHODELUS. 

157 Asphodelus fistujosus, Liliace*. 

* VtSXL'—Plint iokit, Pb. 

Abundant as a field weed in most parts of the plains of the Punjab, 
so much so near Jhelam as to be troublesome to the cultivator. (Ait- 

***^e seed is officinal at Lahore. It is also said to be diuretic. 

Aapldium FiUZ'tna^ See Nephrodiaw WHaMwa, gfcAard,P iucbs 

' AAMCantha loil^^Uat Nets, Acakthacsx. Sa 
' *••• ^ d.nd. 
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ASTRAGALUS. ^ 


Astragalus hamosus, Linn., Lbgcminosjb. 1S8 

Vtsn.-Tcy-badduM, tatila, firtik, HiND. j G yftA k niti r, VlSiS, } Miff- 
ttl-maiii, Pb. 

An annual, ^^rowing in ^luchistin, Sind, and the Punjab. 

It has emollient and demulcent properties ^nd is useful in the irrita¬ 
tion of the mucous membranes. The pods are officinal, and are ground 
to be mixed with pliers. % 


Is laxative and used in nervous affections; made into a paste with 
vinegar it is employed externally in headach^. Is said to be lacta- 
gbgue, and to be used in catarrha^aSections. (Dr. Emerstn,) 

A.malticeps, Wall. 

Vetn. — KandUra, tdtarkandu, fUiar, sarmil, Pb. j Tinani, diddam, Afo. 

Found in the West Himalayas, temperate rone, altitude xo,ooo to 
12,000 feet) Simla, Kumaun, and Garhwal. 

The seeds are given for colic, and also for leprosy. 

A.stragalus? sp. 

A gum is exported from Persia into Bombay which Dr. Dymock 
regards as the true SarcocoIIa of the ancients, and there would seem 
much to favour this idea. The gum is known as Anzeroot, Arab, and 
Pbrs., Gujar, Bom. Meer Muhammad Husein, in his Makhzan-uU 
Adwiya, describes the plant which yields this gum as a small thorny 
shrub known as Shwakah, a native of Persia and Turkistan. 

For some time SarcocoIIa was supposed to be obtained from Peaiea 
(SarcocoUa) aucronata, a native of the Cape of Good Hope. It is 
known, however, to come from Persia, and it cannot therefore be obtained 
from species of PeiUBa or (SarcocoIIa) the_ species which are found in the 
south of Africa. Mr. Baden-Powell mentions PenM in his Punjab Pro¬ 
ducts, but, as pointed out by Dr. Dymock, SarcocoIIa is entirely import¬ 
ed into India, coming from the Persian Gulf. Its medicinal virtues nave 
long been much admired by the natives of India, either made into an 
ointment and plaster, or into a medicated oil. It is one of the chief 
ingredients of the Parsee bone-setter's plaster (Lep). It is described as 
aperient, and a resolvent of corrupt and phlegmatic humours, acting best 
wnen combined with Myrabolans or SagapeniTin. It is also supposed 
to be fattening, and is therefore eaten Dy the Egyptian women. This 
exceedingly u^ul gum, which is widely consumed in the East, does not 
seem to nave attracted the attention of Europe to the extent which it 
deserves. 

A. tiibaloides,'27r/t7/r. 

yttsa.—Ogii, Pb. • 

Grows in the western and centra parts of the Punjab plains. 

'The seeds are used medicinally. 

A. virus, Oliver. 

Thx Tkaoacaktha. 

The gum is officinal, being emollient and demulcent, useful in irrita* 
timi of the mucous membranes, but especially of the pulmonary and 
g^nito-urinary organs. 

Impmted into India and sold by druggists. 

Atis. See Aconttna brtapphyUaia, WM., RaNUNCuLAcaa. 
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ATROPA. 

Atropa Belladonna, Linn., Solanacejs. 

Dxaslt Niohtshaos. 

'VetlU-S^-unroor, VngSor-tkifa, HiNO. j Sicki, Pb. 

c 

A plant, found wild in Kaniwir at 8,500 feet. 

TKe officinal parts of this plant are its lea'^es and the dried root, 
are powerfully sedative anodyne, and antispasmodic. As an 
antispasmodic, it is a valuable medicine in the advanced stages of 
hooping cough, spasmodic asthma, laryngismus stridulus, chorea, epi> 
lepsy, and,spasmodic stricture of the urethra, as a sedative and aipdyne, 
in various forms of neuralgia, rheumatism^ tetanus, hydb-ophobia, deli* 
rium tremens, dysmenorrhoea, and other painful uterine affmions, can¬ 
cerous and other painful ulcerations. In cataract and other eye affections, 
in which it is desirable to dilate the pupil or to keep the edge of the iris 
free, it is invaluable in surgical practice. In rheumatic And scrofulous 
iritis it is a relieving agent. 

Attar of Roses. See Rosa, Part IV. 

Auklandia Costus, Falc, See Sanssntea Lappa, C. B. C., Composite. 


AURUM. 

Z64 Aurum. 

• Gold. 

'Venu—Zakb, Arab. , TUa, Pers. j Sena, Hind. 

Is used in the form of leaf. 

Used as a nervine tonic. Combined with silver leaf, arsenic, and 
other metals in the form of confection called majoom, is extensively 
employed by hakims. 


i{5 


AVENA. 

Avena fatua, Linn., Gkahines. 

Vem.— Goeang, kasamm, iptta, Pb. 

This is common as a field weed throughout the Punjab'plains, and 
in many places in the Himalaya, up to 9,500 feet, Lahoul, and to 11,500 
feet, Ladik. . , , . - 

It is believed to produce poisonous and ddeterious effects. 


AVERRHOA. 

l^verrhoa BiUmW, Linn., Geramacejs. 

BlIUBI TsSB. a 

^ A, Carambola, Linn. / 

Vnax.-~Bamaranga, Hind.} Kamranga, Bbno.} Tamartamaram, Tam.} 
Seungyak, BuRU. 

"'a small tree, commonly cultivated in India and Burma. 

7" The leaves^ the root, and the fruit are used as coding raedidne."—> 
{diMerd. Cat.) 



HttUeines, 


AVICENNIA. 

Aviceoaia tomentosa,/a<'^« Verbenacex. 

Vven.—Byna, Hikd., Beno. ; Timmtr, SiKO.; NaUa-mada, Tbl. 
G)minon in India in low places near th« mouths of rivers, and in salt 
marshes. In the lower parts of the Delta of the Ganges, it grows to a 
tree ^ considerable magnitude. It is abundant on Bombay and Malabar 
Coasts. ^ 

The roots possess aphrodisiac properties. The unripe seeds are used 
* as poultice to hasten suppuration of boils and abscesses. 

Axu&gj^ See Adepa or Lard. , . 

Azadixachta. &<rMeiia. * 


AZIMA. 

Azima tebracantha, Lam., Salvadoracjc, 

Syn. —Monetia BARLERtoiOBS, L’Herit. ; Roxb, F, Ind. Ill, 76$ ; FAOf 
ON (A Montana, Jfif . 

Vem. — JCdrUaf ^ r - t ^ fuii , Hind,; Trihania - gatl ,' Bw < i . | SuUapdi , Dec.} 
Sung - elley , iAU,s TelXa - upi , Tel. y Kundali , Sans. 

A small thorny shrub, growing plentifully in the Deccan and Ceylon j 
“on every part of the Coromandel, it gprows freely in all situations and is 
in flower and fruit most part of the year.” (Roieb. F. Ind. Ill, 765.) 

The berries are white and are eaten; the juice of the leaves is reported 
to relieve the cough of phthisis and asthma. 


BALANITES. 

Balanites Rozburghii, Planch., Simaeubex. 

Sys. (?)—Only a variety of B. xavPTtACA of Africa. 

Vem.— Hingan, ingua, hingol, hingota. Hind.; Hingon, Beno.; GarraM, 
Gondi ; Nanjunda, miHchunia,T ah. •, Gari, gdrtKhitlu, ringrt, Tel.i 
Hingana, Mar.; Hinganabeta, Bom. 

A small thorny tree, growing in the drier paits of India, extending 
from Cawnpore to Sikkim, Behar, Guzerat, Kandeish, and the Deccan. 
It is found in Dehra Diin {Royle), and also in Burma. 

“ The seeds, bark and leaves are used in native medicine.” {Gamble.) 
The seeds are given in coughs. The bark, unripe fruit and leaves have 
anthelmintic properties attributed to tl^em and are purgative. The bark 
is frequently used as-a cattle medicine. The unripe drupes have strong, 
cathanic properties. 


BALIOSPERMUM. 

Baliospermum montanum, Mnii.-Arg., Euphorbiacex. 

Syn. —Croton polyanorum, Roxh .; C . Roxburohii, fFaU . 

Vem. — DanH baiim , Beno., Hind.: DanH , Sans.; Habul ^ aHne , 
Arab.; Bldinju - bkatai , Pers.; Konda - amadum , Tel.; Poguntig , 
Lepcha i Jcmglijomalgota , N. W. P.; Jamdlgoti , Bom. 

One of the commonest shrubs of North and East Bengal. It extends 
to South India and Burma. V 
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The seeds are used as a drastic ^^tiv^ but in oycr-doses are an 
acn><narcotic poison; tb^. are sometimes used as a substitute for Croton 
Tiglium. They are also used externally as a stimulant and rubtfacient. 
The oil isapowoful hydragc^e cathaatic and is useful for external ap^ 
plication in rheumatism. liMulden states that to the east of the Sutlej 
Its leaves ar^ in high rraut^ for wounds, and its sap is believed to corrode 
iron. The root is consjpered cathartic. 

Is used in dropsy, anasarca, and jaundice. 

BALLOTA. 

Ballota Umbata, LABiATac. 

Vem. — B 4 i, phitkanda,jandl0iandiirl, agwhan, animHUi, Pa.* 

A small prickly shrub, with yellow ifowers, occurring on the Salt 
Range, Trans-Indus, and in the Jhelam basin, at times ascending to 
altitude 4,000 feet. 

The juice of the leaves is applied to children’s gums, and to ophthal¬ 
mia in man and beast. The plant is browsed by goats. {Stewart.)- 

’ BALSAMODENDRON. 

Baillon claims that by priority the correct tiame for this genus should 
be BSi lt a m ee. Qleditsch En^r {Engler Boi. fahr. p. 4a) concurs in 
this view in his reviaon of the Bmsemce*. In a work on Indian Economic 
Botany it seems desirable, however, to follow the Flora of Britith India 
in all matters of synonymy. 

Balsamodendron Kataf, ^ti., Burseraczjb. 

African Bdkluum. 

Syn.—B alsamka erythraa, Sngler.; Amvris Kataf, FarBi. ; Hbm- 

PRICHIA ERYTHILSA, Ekrenburg. 

Vem. — Mhaisabol (or Bitabol) Sans.j JIabai~Badee (corrupted into Maia- 
ghadi), Arab. ; Bysabcd, Boic. 


This gum resin reaches Bombay from Berbera, the purer kinds very 
much resembling Myrrh, with which it has been confused by many 
authors ; Oliver refers it to B. PlayfoiiU. It is paler and more reddish 
than Myrrh, it is but sparingly soluble in bisulphide of carbon, and the 
solution does not assume the violet shade characteristic of Myrrh on the 
addition of bromine. It has alnuch stronger or acrid taste and a pecu¬ 
liar odour quite different from that d( the true Myrrh. {Ktw Report, 1880, 
p. so ; Pharmacographia, p. 146 j Bentley and Trimen, p. 60 j Dymock’s 
iMerta Medica ^ Western India, p. 128.) 


174 fB. Mukul, Hook ., 

Gum Gugul. 

Vem. — Gugal, mnkul. ranghan iuii, Beno., Hind., (Dec., and Sind; 

Gogil, Mind. ; Mokl, moUe-^treak, aftdUn, Arab.; Beeyahudan, Pers. 

A small tree, found to grow in the arid zone, Sind, Kattiawar, Raj-' 
putana, Khandesh. 

The gum which this trwyields is called ” Gugal,” or Indian Bdellium. 

' It is used initiative medicine as a demulcent, aperient, carminative, and 
idt^tive { especially useful in lepro^, rheumatisiq, and syphilitic dis- 
orliws. It is also u^ in nervous diseases, scrofulous ajffections, urinary 
cUatarders and dcin diseases, and is used in thepreparsuion of an ointment 
m bad ulcers, 


Medkitt^. 




Indian Bdelliom » sometimes known by the name mukut,- it ocpurs 
in the form of rounded pieces, of a dull dark-red coiour. It issaid to 
moister and therefore not so Mttld as myrrh, for which it is often ssed 
as a substitute, beine much sheaper. The Pharm. Indtca states that in 
general practice itis mund useful in the form of an ointment in cleaning 
and stimulating indolent ulcers, and is a favourite in the treatment m 
Delhi sores, when combined with sulphur, catechu and bmx. Gugul has 
stimulating properties, and is sometimes given internally, especially in the 
treatment of horses. 4 




Mixed with mortar it forms an excellent cement] it is soluble in 
. potash. It is burnt as incense alone or combined with other scented 
substances. The plant is said to be indigenous in Sind, Raiputana, and 
^u^histan ] the gum exudes from incisions made in the com season. 
- - 


Applied as a hot paste to incipient abscesses, as an absorbent. Is 
used as an expectorant. Is aphroaisiac according to Sk. Bottli-^na, 
the " King of Hakims.” Applied locally as a paste in hasmorrhoids. 
(Dr. Emerson.) 


^ Balsamodendron Myrrha, Nets. 

Myrrh. 

Vetn.—BSl, Pers.,_H:nd., Dec.; Gandka^asaha, hlrihol, b6l, Bero.j 
Bola. Sans.] iiur, Arab.; lior. Hebrew; Vellai^6lam,'XKn.\Baim>. 
trap6lam, Tel. ; Bila, Kaw. : Bolam, CiNQK. Itiere are two importaot 
kinds of what may be called the tree Myrrh; these are the African, or 
Karam, and the Arabian and Siam, or Meetiya. 

A small tree of Arabia and the African coast of the Red Sea. 
Often cultivated in Western India. 

There are several distinct substances which, in English, go by the 
name of Myrrh. There is the common British herbaceous plant belong¬ 
ing to the family of the Carrot (UmbelHfersB) which, in all probability, 
derives its name MyiThia odorata from the resemblance of the 
smell of its fresh green stems to that of the eastern Myrrh gums. 
The Myrrh of the ancients is now pretty generally believed to have 
been the gum-resin known in India as Heerabole or Myrrh, a proportion 
at least of which is the produce of Balsamodendron Blyirha, Nets. 
Bdellium or gum-gugul is sometimes known as “ False Myrrh.” Some 
authors think that the Myrrh of the ancients was also obtained from a 
species of the genus Cistus, the Rock Rose, a genus not represented in 
India. This id^ is chiefly based upon the fact that the gum obtain^ 
from that plant is known at the present day by the name of “ Ladanum " 
a word supposed to be the same as the Hebrew "Lit” which has been 
translated as Myrrh. If this be correct, two distinct gum-resins have 
come to bear the same name in translations from the Hebrew writers. 

Of the Myrrh of commerce there ^etwo or three distinct varieties 
and under each an assortment of stuffs of differept commerci^ valu& 
There is the east coast African Myrrh known in Bombay as Karam and 
the south Arabian and Siam Myrrh,. the ifeet«yo. Myrrh of good 
quality is also sent from Persia. The latter two forms are really only 
substitutes, however, for Myrrh. The Karam, obtained from Afric^ may 
be said to be the true commercial Myrrh, but it is by no means proved th« 
this is entirely obuined from B. Myrrha, Mees. The principal mart for 
Myrrh is in Bombay j the chief firms having their agents at Aden and 
Mul&lla. These agents attend the great annual fair at Berbera, and ex¬ 
change English and Indian goods for Myrrh and Bdellium. The bags <rf 
thes^ on arriving at Bombay, are said to contain, 1st, a large proportion 
of roundish masses of fine Myrrh; and, a considerable proportica of 
small semi-tran^arent pieces of Myrrh; ^rd, numerous pieces of' 
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, daife«oIoured Myrrh, mixed with rehise; 4M, a small pn^xxtkm of opaqse 
gum>resin {Ginbourt BdtHium). The packages are assorted, the l^t 
qualities are re-shipped for Europe, as (dso the darker pieces, declared u 
second quality, wtule the refuse is exported to China. The best quali¬ 
ties of JCaram Myrrh sell for Rs. 34 per maund of 37 fis. j MhHw, 
Rs. 16 to as, and the so-called refuse, Rs. 8 per maund. (DymocVs “ V»- 
getable Mattria Mtiicai' Parti.) 

Myrrh is chiefly adulterated with inferior i^alities, or with the nms 
andf resins derived from other species of Balaamodendroa, such as 
B. Muknl, Hook.s B.pubesceiia, Stocks: B. Opo b alsaa nw, and sometimes 
also with B. RMcburgM, Am. 

Myrrh is beneficial in dyspepsia, amenorrhoea and chlorosis, and is a, 
useful stimulant and astringent to all ulcerations or congestions of the 
mucous thembrane. It is a usrfuS application to old, foul and indolent 
ulcers, and a valued wash for the mouth and n_ms and a gargle in ulcer¬ 
ated sore-throat. {Rat K. L. De, Bahadur.) It is a stimulpt expectorant, 
much admired as a remedy for pulmonary affections, e^ecially the asthma 
of the aged. {Ind. Pharm.) Meer Mahommed Husain says it is hot and 
dry, and that the best quality when broken shows white marks like those 
at the root of the finger-nails. Internally it is regarded as tonic and 
antispasmodic. Hakims use it for intestinal worms. It is "detergent, 
siccative, astringent, and aperient, a di^erser of cold tumours, and one 
<rf the most important of medicines, as it preserves the humours from cor¬ 
ruption.” “ Dissolv«l in women’s or asses’ milk it is dropped into the 
eye in purulent ophthalmia.” {Dymock.) It is said to cause abortion, 
and is useful in fever and epilepsy. It is an inmedient in Decoctum 
Aloes, Comp.; in Mistura Ferri, Comp.; in Pilula Aloes et Myrrhae; 
in Pilula Assafcetidse, Comp.; and in Pilula Rhei, Comp. It is also made 
into Tinctura Myrrh*, P. B. . , , 

Dose in pill, powder or emulsion, lo to 30 grains; of tincture J to i 

fl. drachm. 

Balsamodendron Opobalsamum, Hun/A. 

Balsak or Balm 07 Gilkad. 

\m.—Balasdn, Arab., Pbrs. ; Hihula biUsi, Bom. The gum-resin— 
Hdtbdltsi, Pers., Bom. 

A small-branched tree found on both sides of the Red Sea south of 
22° north latitude. It is also recorded from several places on the Nubian 
Coast and in Abyssinia. It is met with on the Asiatic side at Ghizan- 
dad in Arabia, at Aden and Yemen. It is in all probability introduced 

into Palestine. . . j. .. 

“The fruit is considered to be a powerful carminative and digestive; 
it is also praised as a stimulant expectorant, and is usually adminis¬ 
tered in combination with tragacanth. ” {Dymock.) 

Mixed with oil of roses, balsam is used in ear-ache. Made into a 
paste with lard it is applied, locally in scrofulous and cancerous sores. 
{Dr. Emerson.) 

B. pubescens, Stocks. 

Vem.— Boyi, bai, Bkiuch. 

A small tree of BeluchistSn and the hills separating thqt country 
from Sind as far south as KarAchi. . . ., . 

Dr « 1 . Newton reports that the gum obtoined from this tree may be 
-> used in the form of ointment for cleansing and stimulating bad ulcers. It 
& a favourite application in Delhi sores, combined with sulphur, catechu, 
and bcvax; it is rqiorted to stimulate healthy action. 
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Bateamodeadron Roxburgfaii, Am, 

Vern.— Gygala, Bbno. ) Gugal, mJuisiuMa, BoK. j KeoitJ, TaW* 

A small tree of East Bengal and Assam. 

Birdwood mentions thi? plant in his list of drugs, but gives no 
information as to its medicinal prraerties. It yields a gum-resin a 
greenish colour, moist and easily broken,ihaving a peouliar Cedar-like 
odour. It is largely supplied to the Bombaj' market from Oomrestee, 
and is much used by masons to mix with fine plaster. 
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BAMBUSA. fm 

Bambusa anindinacea, Grauines. 

^trxL—yatisa, Sans.; Nai-bin^i, tibishir, Pbrs. ; TabasMir, Arab.; 

Magar, not, Pb. ; fBatu, Beno., Hind. ; Mandgay, Bom. ; MangU, 

Tam.; Kyo-kat-vM, Burm. 

This plant is found everywhere in India. 

The deposits found inside, called Bansolochan, are supposed to be 
efficacious in paralytic complaints, flatulency, and poisonine cases. It is 
highly prized in native practice as a stimulant and aphrodisiac. It 
is supposed to be cool and to remove thirst, and therefore useful in 
fever, jaundice, and pulmonary affections. 


There are two varieties sold in the bazars, a white and a bluish- 
white. Mixed with honey it is used locally in aphthae. Some hakims 
say that if this dn^ be used for any length of timeit is apt to induce 
impotence. {Dr. Emerson.) 

Barbeny. See Berberls vnlgaria, Linn., Berberidea. 


BARLERIA. 

Barleria cristata, Linn., Acanthacex. z8o 

Venu— Corp’jiba, kdla~b<ina, N. W. P. • 

A small eleeant shrub, often met with in gardens, and found wild on 
the sub-tropical Himalaya and on the mountains of Madras, at an alti¬ 
tude of 4,000 feet. 

The seeds are supposed to be an antidote for snake-bite, and the 
roots and leaves are used to reduce swellings, end an infusion is given in 
coughs. 

/B. prionitis, Linn. [8l 

Vem.— Katsareyi, Hind.; Kantajiti, Beng.; Kalsunia, vajraJanii, * 
Bom. ; Shemmuli varmuU, Tam.^ Karuniaka, Sans. - 
A small bushy plant, met with in Bombay, Madras, Assam, Sylhet, and 
Ceylon. The »p of the leaves is applied to the soles of the feet to prevent 
cracking, 

BAROSMA. 

Barosma betulina, Bart, et Wendi., Rvtacex. zSs 

The Buchee. — 

A native of South Africa: the dried leaves are imported into India 
and sold by all chemists. In addition to the above species the drug is ob¬ 
tained also from B. crennlata, Hook.; B. serratifolia, Willd. 

It is aromatic, stimulant, and tonic, chiefly used in disorders ^ the 
genitourinary organs. • 
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BAlUaNGTONIA. 

'Barrbigtoi^ acutaMtg»la, Gaer/n^UnTAOLM. 

VtStL-^IJiU, tamundar pMi, panniari, ingar. Hind, j Uijal, tunuMdar, 
Beno. j Kinjiio, VsLTtp} mndol, Ass.; SamHdn^hala, Bom.; Kyaitha, 
hymne», Bubm. ^ 

A moderate-sized evergreen tree of the Sub-Himalayan tract, ftom 
the jumna eastward; Oudfa, Bengal, Central and South India, and 
Burma. 

The leaves and the fruit are used in native medicine. The root is 
bitter and supposed to be similar to Cinchona in its properties. It is also 
held to be cooling and aperient.. The seeds are very warm vd dry, 
used as an aromatic in colic and ill parturition; also in c^hthalmia. 

■B. nuemosa, Biume. 

Vem. — Samudra, cidddafah, Tam. ; Samudraphcd, Bbno. ; Ijjtd, Hind. ; 
Kyeu-heng, Bubm. 

A moderate-sized evergreen tree of the Western Coast, Andaman 
Islands, and Ceylon. 

The root erf the plant resembles Cinchona in medicinal virtues. It has 
deobstruent and ccxiling properties. The fruit is efficacious in coughs 
asthma, and diarrhoea. The seeds are used in colic and ophthalmia. 

BASELLA. 

.Basella alba, Linn., Chsnofoducea. 

White Malabar Night Shade. 

Vtsn.—Myal-ka-Hugee, Hind. ; Poi, Sind. 

- A twining perennial, common in Sind, Punjab, and Conkan. 

Murray mentions this plant amongst his drugs, but says nothing 
about its medicinal properties. 

B. rubra, Linn. 

Vem. — Pol, Hind. ; Ruklo^ooi, Beno. ; Alla^attalla, Tel. 

Met with in Bengal and the Peninsula. 

The juice of the leaves is Used in native practice in catarrhal affections 
of children. 

BASSIA. 

/ Basria butyracea, Roxb., Safotacex. 

Vem. — Chiira, chaiura, thvlel, Kumaunj Ckeuli, OUDB ; Phalwara, 
Hind. ; Chiji, Nepal; Ytl,yolpoU, Lepcha. 

A deciduous tree of the Sub-Himalayan tract, from Kumaun to Bhu¬ 
tan, between 1,500 and 4,500 feet. 

It is medicinallv used as an ointment in cases of rheumatism. The 
butter is an exceUent emollient for chapped hand^ 8rc., during the 
winter months. 

^B. latifolia, Roxb. 

Vvou—Uakwa, mown, makia, Hind, j ifahim, maJiHa, maid, Beno. ; 
DaraUiU^UhakttHO-oakratt, Pebs. ; Illupi, hat illipi, Tam. 

A'large deciduous tree, indigenous in the forests of Central India. 
CfiltivatM and self-sown ail over India. 
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The {lowers are used in cougiis in t]i6f<Hnn of a 4 ecQC^(^< 1 %etnedi< 
cinal properties attributed to this are stiinulantt 4 etirake 8 t;, and 
emollient, heatina, astringent, tonic, and nutritive. The seeds on 
expression a thick concrete ^I, which is recommended tp be tq>{|Med to 
the head in cephalalgia. The spirit distilled from the dowers proves 
very deleterious, exciting gastric irrigation and other unpl^sant eftects. 
The residuum or cake Mt after the expression of th% oil is empk^ed 
as an emetic. * 

Bas^ longifolia, Wt7?d. 

. The Mowa Tree. 

yeta.—M’oha, mokva. Hind.; UoKuvik Bbno.; baraiheit-gulcha- 
kaite, Pbbs. ; Kat Ulupi, Tam. ; Ippi, ytp^ pi»"a, Tei. ; Kam 
Banu, Buru. ^ 

A large evergreen trei of South India and Ceylon. 

It is medicinmiy used as astringent and emollient. Like the preced¬ 
ing it yields two important products—a fixed concrete oil and a spirit, 
the former obtained by e;^ression from the seeds, the latter by dis¬ 
tillation from the dowers. 


BATATAS. 

Batatas cdulls, Chois. See Ipomcea Batataa, Lamk., CoirvoLTVi.ACis. 

B, paniculataj Chois. See Ipomcea dlgitata, Linn. 

BAUHINIA. 

Bpnblnlft putpurca, Linn., Leguminosa. 

Vem. — Koiral, karar, karalli, Pb. ; Koliar, kandttn, sona, HlND.; Sakta 
kanchan, Beng. ; Peddaari, Tam.; Makalay kani, Burm. 

A moderate-sixed deciduous tree of the Sub-Hitnalayan tract, from 
the Indus eastward; Central and South India, and Burma. 

The bark of this plant is astringent, the root carminative, the dowers j 
laxative. 

B. racemosa, Lam. 

Syn. —B. PARVIFLORA, VcM. 

Vm.—Kasundra.tavr, Ps.; KachnaX, gkrM, askia, makkuna, HsXD.t 
AH, archi, areku, Tam.; Hpalan, Burm. 

A small deciduous tree of the Sub-Himalayan tract, from the Ravi 
eastward, ascending to 5,000 feet; Oudh, Bengal, Burma, Central and 
South India. , 

The gum of this plant is used medicinally in South India. {J, L. 
Stewart.) ^ 

B. retusa, .ffaw. 

Vttn.—Kurdl, Pb. ; Kandla, kaiulla. Hind.; Nirpa, Gondi and Tru 

A moderate-sized deciduous tree on the North-West Himalaya, 
from the Beas eastward ascending to ^500 feet; Central India. 

The gum is used as a medicine either alone or in combination with 
other medicines. The annual export from Dehra Ddn is about 9,500 
maunds, ___ 

Is used as an external application to sores. It is considered as an 
emroenagogue and diuretic by some native practitioners. (JDr. Emenson.) 
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lluiUiila tomeotosa, Linn. * 

Himd. ] XtHckM, Tah^ Tk. i Makthkla^a^, Bubm. 
A shrub or small tree of South India. 

As a medicine, the plant is aiitidysenteric, anthelmintic, and useful 
in liver complaints. Alnslia says that the dried buds and young flowers 
erf this plMt are prescribed in dysenteric affections. According to 
Rheede tne decoction of thoroot^bark is useful in inflammation of liver. 
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yi^plied locally in aphthx. The fruit is diuretic; an infusion of the 
bark IS used as an astringent gargle. The seeds made into a paste with 
vin^ar we said to be efficacious as a local application to wound's 
inflicted by poisonous animals. {Dr. Emerson.) 

B, Vahia,' W.& A. ; . 

Vem.— Taur, Pb, ; Malgkan, maljan. mtUu, Hind. ; Sikir, mail, C, P. ; 
Soria, NEPAL) Chehur, Bbng.; Shioli, Uriya; Adda, Tam.; Chamboli, 
Dec. 

Found in the Sub-Himalayan tract from the Chenab eastward, in 
North and Central India, and in Tenasserim. 

This plant possesses tonic and aphrodisiac properties. 

B. variegata, Linn. 

Vem.— Kachnar, koliar, fadrian, iartal, HiND. ; Taki, Nepal. ; Jfakta-kan- 
chatt, Bxng. ; Sorara, Uriya ; Segapu-munthari,Ti.ii.-, Sway cheng, 
BvttU.i XancAan, Bom. 

A moderate-sized deciduous tree of the Sub-Himalayan tract, from 
the Indus eastward, and throughout the forests of India and Burma. 

The root in decoction is given in dyspepsia and flatulency; the flowers 
with sugar as a gentle Ilaxative; and the bark, flowers, or root triturated 
in rice-water as a cataplasm to promote suppuration. The bark is de¬ 
scribed as alterative, tonic, and astringent, usrful in scrofula, skin diseases, 
and ulcers. It is also used to remove intestinal worms and to prevent the 
decomposition of the blood and humours; on this account it is useful 
in leprosy and scrofula. 

Bear’s Grease. 

Used medicinally as an emollient in rheumatism. 

BEGONm. 

Bfgn nia, $p,, Beooniac££. 

Several species such as B. aelhetearia, C. B. Clarke; B. plcta, Son.; 
B. mbro-veaU, Hook.; B. l a rinia t a, Roxb.; B. Rea^ Puttiys. The 
juice kills leeches, and may therefore be used to kill leeches in the nostril. 
See Anagallia arven^, Linn., and Leechetc 

Belladoxia. See Atropa BeUadona, Linn., Soianacxje. 

BENINCASA. 

B^iincasa cerifera, Savi., Cucubbitackje. 

Thk Whit* Melon. 

SyB.—CucuRBiTA Pepo., Roxb., inclodes this plant ai well as C. Pspd, DC. 

\eta.—Kwmrt, Beng. ; Kumra, petki, bkUtii, Hind. ) KumbuU, Tam. J 
Btulidi gummadi, Tel. ; KiakmiHda,"SAS8 .; Koholen, golkadu, Bom. 

j . -^A dirtying plant, cultivated all over India; frequently upon the roofs 

I oKhuu. St^posed to be originally a native of Japan and Java. 
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To distinguish it from CucarUta Pe^i DC>, tlu following characters 
may be given: Malt, flowers large, solitaJy, petals 5, nearly free, 
stamens 3, inserted near the mouth of the tube, anthers free, exserted; 
fruit I to i} feet, tylindric, without ribs, hairy when young, and 
bright green, ultimatwy becoming smooth and covered with a blui^* 
white waxy bloom, flesh white. , _ 

The fruit possesses alterative and stj^^c prc^rties, and is popu- 
larly known as a valuable antimercurim. It is also said to have 
cooling prcperties. It is considered tonic, nutritive and ^iuretic, 
and a specific for haemoptysis and other haemorrhages from internal 
, organs. The frtsh juice from the fruit given internally, while a slice of 
the fruit is at the same time applied to the temples, is saud to be an 
eflicaceous cure for internal haemorrhage. According to the Sanskrit 
autifors, it is useful in insanity, epiiJpsy, and other nervous diseases the . 
fresh juice is given either with sugar or ais an adjunct to other medicines I 
fpr these diseases. {U. C.Dutt.) ' 

Is used extensively ais a preserve by natives, 

BenzoinuiU or Benstoin. See Stynuc Benaoln, Dryand, Sttracbjb. 


BERBERIS, 

Berberis aristata, DC., Berberidea. 

The Indian Barberry. 

Vttu.'—Sumli, sintlu, chitra, Pb. ; Ckitra, Nipal j Chaira, Hind. 

An erect, spinous shrub, on the outer Himalaya, from the Sutlej to 
Bhutan; in the North-West Himalaya 6,000 feet to 10,000 feet j in 
Darjeeling above 10,000 feet; Western Gh&ts at high elevations; 
Ceylon. {Gamble.) 

The fruit is given as a cooling laxative to children. The stems are 
said to be diaphoretic and laxative in rheumatism. The dried extract 
of the root is extensively used as a purgative for children, and especially 
as an application in ophthalmia. It is also an excellent application for 
sun-blindness. The root-bark abounds in the bitter principle, and acts as 
a tonic and antiperiodic. It is a valuable medicine in intermittent and 
remittent fevers, and in general debility consei^uent on fevers. It is also 
used in native practice internally as a stomachic and in diarrhoea, &c. 

The berries should be useful as an antiscorbutic. 

B. asiatka, Doxi. 

Vern.— Kilmara, Kumaun ; Mdte kissi, chitra, Nepal, 

Dry valleys of the Himalaya, altitivie 3,000 to 7,500 feet; from Bhutan 
to Garhwal, Behar, or hill Parasnath, altitude 3,500 feet. 

The medicinal properties of this plant are similar to those of the 
preceding one. 

B. Lydum, Royle. 

Veni.— Kasmal, Simla ; /Cashmal, chotra. Hind. 

An erect, rigid shrub of the North-West Himalaya, from 3,000 
to 9,000 feet. 

The medicinal extract from the root, known under the name of 
Rasout, is highly esteemed as a febrifuge and as a loc^ application in 
eye diseases. In chronic ophthalmia it nas been used with success when 
combined with opium and alum. Dr. O’Shaughnessy express his 
t^inion on the medicinal uses of this drug in the following terms; 
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"Rasoui is best given as a febrifiim in half-dradiffl dose^ di&sedtfirougfa 
water, and repeated thric^ or still more frequently, daily. It occasions 
a filing of agreeable warmth aP the epigastrium, ina-eases appetite, 
promotes digestion, and acts as a very gentle but certain apment. The. 
skin is invariably moist during its operation.” 

200 ^JBerbeiis yulgaris, Zitfn. ‘ 

Barbxrkt. 

^etn .—Bf liana, Psas.; Amiar-iaru, Arab. ] Zirithk, hathnuU, chachar. Pa. 

A deciduous thorny shrub on the Himalaya, from Nepal westward, 
in shady forests, above 8,000 feet j Afghanistan and Beluchistdn, 
EuTMe. , 

The Barberry is regarded as oKicinal in^the Punjab, being §-iven as 
diuretic, and for the r^ief of heat, thirst, and nausea. It is astringent, 
refi^erant, and antibilious: 

Ine fruit is used as a preserve in Afgh&nistin. 


Bergen. Koenigii, Ztnn. See Murraya KceidgH, Spring., Rutacm. 
Berthelotia ancolata. Ste Plnchea laaceolata, Oliv., C0MF0S1T,S. 


BETA. 

2Q3 Beta vulgaris, Miq., Chenofodiacsx. 

* Vexn.—Bit f along, Beno. 

I.argely cultivated in Bengal and Upper India. 

The seeds have cooling and diaphoretic properties. Bellew says that 
the fresh leaves are appliwl to burns and bruises. 


BETULA. 
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Betula Bhojpattra, VTall., CuFULirsa*. 

The Birch Treb. 

Vem.-fi«f?, bhuj , Pb.j Skikpid , Himalavak 

rHiUKa i Bhujpattra , Hind.; Phuspai , NbfaL; Bhiryapaira , Bom. 

A moderate-sized deciduous tree on the higher ranges of the H imalaya, 
forming the upper edge of arborescent vegetation. , , , , 

The bark ^ the black Birch is valuable for its aromatic and antiseptic 
prc^erties. (.Murrajf.) 

Rhang See Caonabls aatiTa, Zinn., URTiCACsa. 

Bile of certain atiimals. See FeL 


Bitch caBish. ArAcrndtunilerox and NapeUua, ITaff,, RAHCNCULACia 
Bitter sweet* See SdlMn» D nlm a r a m , Zinn., SoiANACEa. 


BXXA. 

Ordlana, Zinn^ Bnousa. 

Vtsa.—I.aik(m, Hind., Bbno.j ^arat. Ass.; Kteragn, Tah.; Sendree, 
- « Box.; Tkeedin, BuRX. 

A tsdddler^Bwf tree^ found in South India, Bengal, and Burma. 





Aatringent and slightly purgative, also a good remedy for d ysen te r y 
and kidney diseases. The palp (a well-known rxilouring rhatter) sur¬ 
rounding the seeds is astringent, "{Roxburgh.) The seeds are cordial, 
astring'ent, and febrifug'e. {tLindl.) 

^loodwood, IndlaUj or Jarul. See Lasentroiaia Plot-Reglflas» Iteta., 
Lythracks. • 


. BLUMEA. ^ 

Blumea aurlta, DC. See Laggeta aaxita, SchuUz-Bip., Composite, 

B* balsamifera, DC., Composite. 

^yn .—Conyza balwaiaifeni, Lina. * 

Vem.— • ^ 

A sub-bushy plant met with on the tropical Himalaya from Nepal to 
Sikkim, altitude i,ooo to 4,000 feet, extending to Assam, KhSsia Hills, 
Chittagong, Burma, and the Straits. The whole plant smells strongly of 
camphor, which may indeed be prepared from it. A warm infusion «ts 
as a pleasant sudorific, and it is a useful expectorant as a decoction. 
Dymock says that in Bombay the vernacular name bhambarda is a 
generic term for all Bl nwe a it . 

B. densiflora, DC. 

Syn. — B. GRANDis, 

Vem.— Fung-ma-theing, BuRM. 

Found in tropical Himalaya, Sikkim and Assam, Mishmi and Naga 
Hills, and Kh 4 sia Mountains; also met with in the Tenasserim Pro¬ 
vince. ■ 

A few years ago Mr. E. O'Riley prepared camphor from this plant 
which was pronounced identical with that imported from China. For 
medicinal properties see Camphor. 

^B. lsuctrsi,DC. 

Vem. — Kakronda, angli-muli. Hind, j Kukurtungha, hHra-s{duing, Brno. ; 

Kamafttus, Arab. 

A common weed throughout the plains of India from the North- 
West, ascending to 2,000 feet in the Himalaya, to Travancore and 
Singapore, and in Ceylon. 

It is exceedingly difficult to determine this plant when young. 
Roxburgh says it smells of turpentine. The yellow flowers at once 
separate it from Laggera aurita, with which it has been confused. 
Dymock says of this plant; “ I am inclined to identify kakronda with 
B. lacera, ” This opinion is supported by the fact that the author of the 
Makhsan describes the flowers of kakrgnda as yellow. Moodeon SharlfF 
refers kakronda to Blumea (Laggera) aurita, a plant with pink flowers. 

It is used as a febrifuge, and also to stop bleraitig, being r^arded as 
deobstruent and stimulant. 

Mixed with black pepper it is given in cholera. An astringent 
eye-wash is made from the leaves. 


^ Boerhaavia diffusa, Linn ., Ntctaoixackb. 

Syn.—B. DIANDRA. 

t/em.—Gddha pitma,'Bs.w,, Hind. ; Bmadiia, Sans. > Mukara He • M r s , 
Tam.; AHka mamedi. Tec. ; Punarnavi, Boif. 

A troublesome weed, found all over India. 

The root, used in infusion, acts as a laxative, diur^k, antheln^tic, 
and cocking medicine. It has been also found a very good expectorant 
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and prescribed in sevnal cases of asthma with marked success. Taken 
in luge doses it acts as an emetic. A potdtice ctf the leaves is repented 
to be useful in abscesses. 

BOMBAS^ 


2X0 


Bombax maiibaricui^, PC., Malvacxx. 

Syn.— Salmalia malabarica, Shoti,'. 

^tau—Sntul, shtmbal, s€mttr, HlttD., Beko.) Simial, tlurlan, Hima- 
LAYAM VAltms; Bonro, Uriya; lUavam, puli, Tam.) Katm-imbil, 
CiNOH.) Lttpan, Burm. 

A very large deciduous tree, found throughout India and Burma. 

The gum or died juice, mocha.ras, which the tree yidd^ is used as an 
aphrodisiac. The root has stimu&nt and .tonic properties. The bark 
and the root are emetic. The young roots dried in the shade and 
powdered kirm the chief ingredient in the muslasemul, a medicine highly 
thought of as an aphrodisiac ; it is also given in im[K>tence. The gum 
contains a large proportion of tannic and gallic .acids, and may be 
successfully employed in cases requiring astringents. The gum has also 
tonic and alterative properties, and is used in diarrhoea, dysentery, and 
menorrhagia. 

Bonduc. Sec Caialidaia BonduceHa, Roxb., Lecuhinosx. 


BORASSUS. 
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.Borassus flabelliformis, Linn., Palmx. 

The Palmyra Tree. 

Vera. -Til, tila, tdr.Hwa.} Til, Bens.) Peo'oihie.tare, Pbrs. ) Panam, 
pannie, Tam. ; Tad, Guz.; Htan, Burm. 

A large tree, cultivated throughout tropical India and beyond the 
tropics, in Bengal, and the southern part of the North-West Pro¬ 
vinces. 

The juice of this plant is used as a stimulant and antiphlegmatic. 
The ash of the dry spadix is used as an antacid in heartburn. The 
saccharine juice, when freshly drawn, is exceedingly sweet, and, if taken 
regularly for several mornings in succession, acts as a laxative. The 
li^t-brown, cotton-like substance from the outside of the base of the 
fronds, is employed by the Cinghalese doctors as a styptic to arrest 
hcemorrhage from superficial wounds. The fresh juice is also useful in 
inflammatory aSections and dropsy. 


Vinegar, toddy, and a spirttuous litjuor are made from this tree. 
The juice slightly fprmented is used in diabetes. The ash of the spadix 
is given internally in bilious affections. This ash is also used in pre¬ 
paring dyes. {Dr, Emerson.} 
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BORAX. 

Borax. 

Vem.—SiAigi, Bbno. and Hind. ; Taniana, Sans. 

Brought from Tibet across the Himalaya and also from Nepal. 
It is usedas an astringent in medicine, aiid largely so as a IcMion in 
tt^cure of hot eruptions on the bodv. It is often criminally used in 
oraer to procure abortion. It is also largely consumed in the arts. 
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BOSWELLIA. 

- Boswellia setrata, Soxb ., f usseracex. 

The Indian Olibanuh. 

Syn.—B. TRURIFBSA, Roxh. • • 

Vttn.~Salke, tain, saiga, Hind.; Guggtr, dimsal, Kumauh ; Sidal, 

• Arab., Pkrs. ; Kungli, gugulu, morada, Tam. ; 

Chtttu,KAS.iGugala,silaya.d^,Bou. \ 

A moderate-sized gregarious tree of the intermediate northern, and 

* southern dry zones, Sub-Himalayan tract from Sutlej to Nepal, drier 

forests of Central India from Berar to Rajputana, ana southward to the 
Decean and to the Circars and the { 2 on\ia.n. • 

. _ The gum of this tree U used a? a diaphoretic and astringent, and 
is_ used in the preparation of ointment for sores. It is also prescribed 
with clarified butter in syphilitic diseases; with cocoanut oil for 
sores, and as a stimulant in pulmonary diseases. The O&aniuB is also 
given in bronchorrhoea and cnronic laryngitis, employed both internally 
and in the form of fumigation. An ointment has been prepared from 
it which is said to be a good stimulant application to carbuncles, ulcera¬ 
tions, boils, &c. The Muhammadans consider it hot and dry, and to 
have dessicative, astringent, and detergent priyerties. (Dymock.) 

The resin in tears is known as kindur, but in soft masses it is called 
gundah-firosah. {Moodeen Shariff.) Mixed with gum acacia it is used as 
a corrective for foul breath. Used for any length of time in 5 i doses 
it is said to reduce obesity. 
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BOUCEROSIA. 

Boucerosift ancheriana, Don, Asclepiadejc. 

Vem. —Charingli, ckungi, pawnne, pamanie, Pb. 

Found in the western part of the outer Himalaya, in the Salt Range, 
and Trans-Indus, to 3,000 feet. 

The juicy stems are considered stomachic, carminative, and tonic. 
Beliew states that they are also used as vermifuge, and Masson mentions 
that, dried and powdered, they are taken as stimulants. 

Brachyramphus sonchifollus, DC. See Lactuca remotiflora, 

DC., COMPOSIT.®. 
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BRAGANTIA. 

Brag^tia Wallicbii, R. Br., Aristolochiaceac. 

The juice of the leaves is used as in antidote for snake-bite. 

BRASSICA. 

Brassica campestris, Linn., Cruciferx. 

Var. I. campMtris, proper. 

The Colza, Swedish Turnip, and Sarson. 

Syn.—SiNSPtS DICHOTOMA, Roxb. 

Vem.—Marion or terson, swrsi,jariya. Hind. ; Sarsbapa, Sans. ; Surska or 
surei, sauchi, kali sarson, sadarai, Bbng. 

Cultivated all over India. 

The seeds are small, smooth, light brown. ^ 
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Cda oil, used chiefly to anoint tlie body by the nativesof India and 
for illuminating ptaposes. lam iadined to think a serious error has 
been committed by Eun^ean authors in regarding this as identical with 
S. glanca, JPoxh. The latter plant yiddsa decidedly superior oil, and both 
seed and plant are immoliately di 5 tih|fuished by tne most ordinary 
native, ana their properties narrated with a precision which indicates 
centuries of eicpa'ience. 

" It is less eneivetid than black mustard ; considered by natives hot 
and useful in disorders of the mouth and in worms. It is used by Euro- 
oeans as a rubefacient externally, and an emetic and purgative internally 
in large doses ; as a tonic ana stimulant in smaller doses. Principally 
used as an emetic in cases of poisoning, especially by opium and alcohol; 
also in a^iplexy and epilepsy, as a tonic in dyspepsia and fevers.” 
{Baden-Mvell.) "Mustard oil is^largely used as an article of diet, and 
when applied to the skin is considerM to keep it soft, cool, and clean, 
and to promote the growth of hair. Internally, the Hindus use mus¬ 
tard combined with other stimulants in dyspepsia and as an emetic. 
The Muhammadans consider mustard to be hot and dry, and to have 
detergent and digestive properties." [Dymock.) It is not possible to 
know what should be regarded as Mustard oil, and it may be incor¬ 
rect to quote these passages under B, campestii 9 > ^though described under 
that name by the authors quoted. 

Vox. 2. Napna. 

Thi Rapi, Raka-sarson, or Shwkt-Rai. 

Syn.— SiNAFIS OLAUCA, Roxb, 

Venu—gara sarsan, rara lot, pUa santon, iort, foriya, dain, skeia, 
shirsha. Hind. ; Tuverica, Sans, ; Shwi-rai, Beno. 

The seeds are larger than those of the preceding form, smooth and 
white. 

The oil is superior to the preceding, and is much used in diet. 

Var. 3. Rapa. 

The Turnip. 

Vera.—Sholgam, Hind., Beno. 

The oil has been prepared, but is of no v«ilue. 

,Brassica juncea, Jl. /. & T. 

Syn. — SiNAPis JUNCEA, Linn. 

Vem.— sarson, rajika. Hind. 

Cultivated in India abundantly; westward to Egypt, and eastward 
to China. This is in fact the plant which in India bears the name of 
I^ustsirde ^ 

'•The seeds commonly met, with in the bazars of India, which, from 
their colour, may be denominated Brown Mustard Seed, possess pro. 
perties similar to those Of the Black and White Mustard Seed, for which 
they may be employed as an efficient substitute, especially in the pre¬ 
paration of mustard poultices.” (Pharm. of Ind.) 

The seeds are small, round, black or deep brown, and pitted or rugose, 
about 15 to 20 occurring in each pod. The seeds, whole or broken, are 
often used to flavour curries. Ground into flour they are larg^ used 
instead of, or to adulterate, the true or European mustard flour. The oil 
asmared from the seedb (rf this plant is that which seems to be most 
ft^iently prepared and sold under the name of mustard oil. 
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Bmssica nigra, Koeh. 

Tbs Black ok Tkvs Mustard. 
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VenL--Jiai, kali rai, asl-rm, ghorrai, maiara-ra{, Sk,, Hikd, ; Sait 
tarisha,^ Bbno.; JCadSgho, Tab,; AvtUo, Tbl.; Ganaba, CttiaH.; 
Kiditsai, Chinbsb ; Fajita, tansit^. Sabs. ; SirAaf (the name by which 
it u known in Indian hospitals), Pbks..* kktrdai, kOAf. 

Cultivated in various parts of India and Xibet, chiefly on the hills. 

The seeds we large, oblong, smooth, almost black. 

A bland oil is expressed tom the seeds, used for various dSonomic 
purposes. About 33 per cent, is usually extracted tom the se^. The 
• oil is inodorous, non-crying, and solidifles at o* F. It consists essen- 
tia^y of glycerides erf stearic, oleic, erucic, and brassic acids, the last 
beiiv homologous with oleic acid,' , • 

The ancient Hindds dp not app^far to have known about the essential 
oil of mustard. The oil does not exist in the;seeds originally, but is 
chemically produced by the action of water, as, for example, when a seed 
or a little or the flour is put in the mouth. Chemically, mustard seeds 
consist of a bland fixed oil (obtained by pressure), and a peculiar inodor¬ 
ous substance called Myroxdc acid, together with a third substance, which 
has been called Myro^ne. By the action of water upon these sub¬ 
stances the essential oil is produced, which is known chemically as 
Pyrosynt. 

The seeds of this plant are used in medicine as poultice, being a useful 
and simple rubefacient and vesicant. Mustard poultices prove highly 
serviceable in cases of febrile and inflammatory diseases, internal 
congestions, spasmodic, neuralgic, and rheumatic affections. Mustard 
flour in water is highly recommended as a speedy and safe emetic. 

The seeds or flour act as a digestive condiment if taken moderately. 


Branca oleracea, Linn. J 22X 

The Cabbage and its assocutes. 

Vem.— Kopi, Beno. •, Gobi, Hind. 

A much-valued cold season vegetable, introduced by the Europeans 
into India. A large, coarse form, extensively cultivated by the natives, 
has become perfectly acclimatised, and the early cabbages met with in 
the market are the young heads of this plant. 

The seeds are diuretic, laxative, stomachic, and anthelmintic. The 
leaves form a good application in gout and rheumatism. 


BRAYERA. 

Brayera anthelmintica, Rqsacea. 2S2 

Native of Abyssinia ; imported into India, and,soId by druggists. 

The dried flowers and tops are anthelmintic. 

BRIEDELIA. 

/ Briedelia montana, Wind., Eufhokbiacea. 223 

Vern.— Kargnalia, hhaja, geia. Hind. Asini, Makr. ; Katsho, Ass.; Pa, * 
iinga, Tel. ; Asdno, Bob. 

A moderate-sized deciduous tree of the Sub-Himalayan tract, tom 
the Jhelam eastward, ascending to 4/xx} feet; Oudh, and Bengal. 

Reported to possess astringent and anthelmintic properties. ^ 
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STLUni. Brieddiaretusa, Spreng, 

Vtn.—Pother, mark, Ps.; Khaii. katsi. Hind.] Lamkana, aty^ntra, 

* RajfuTahaj Koii, Ukiya; rSivluvengay, kamaty'i, Tam.} Tsukyee, 

Burn. , 

A large deciduous tree of the Sub-Himalayan tract, from the Che- 
nab eastwardi^ascending' to g,6oo feet; Uudh, Bengal, Central and South 
India, Burma, especialljfc in Assam, the Circars, and Travancore. 

The bark possesses medicinal properties similar to the preceding. 

r 

Broom. See Cytins KOpaiius, Linn,, Legukinosjb. 

Brucea (? Nima) quassioides, ffam. See Picranu gnawlniiles, 

Penn-. ^ c 

BRUNELLA. 

835 Brunella (Prunella) vulgaris, Zwn., Labutje. 

* ' \tn.—Aistakhadis, Pb, } Ustikidue, SlVD. 

A small-branched erect or creeping herb of the Himalaya, from 3,000 
to 10,000 feet. 

It is regarded by the Punjab Himalayan hill tribes as expectorant 
and antispasmodic. 

BRYONIA. 

Biyonia epigaea, P0//I. See Coxallocarpua ejugsea, Hoek./., Cucurbi- 

TACZJB. 

226 B. laciniosa, Ztnn. 

O Vem.— Gargoo-naroo, Hind. ; Kawale-che-dole, Bom. 

A climbing plant with a smooth stem, extending from the Himalaya 
to Cwlon and F^u. 

"The whole plant is collected when in fruit for medicinal use. It is 
bitter and aperient, and is considered to have tonic properties.” 
{ Dymock .) 

B. scabrella. See MnUa scabrella, Arn., Cucurbitacba. 


BRYOPHYLLUM. 

^ Bryophyllum calydnum, Saiisb., Crassulacrx. 

- Syn._KALAvtaa pinnata, Perj.j Cotyledon rhizophylla, 

Veni. — Ahirivana, mahirAvana, ghayamari, BoM. The Mahomedans caU 
it Zakhinhyei. 

A small succulent plant, witht hick, fleshy leaves, from the crenulations 
of which in contact with the ground bulbules are produced which deve- 
lope into new plants. Common throughout Bengal and the hotter and 
mcMSt parts of India to Ceylon and Malacca. 

" 'ne leaves slighly toasted are used by the natives as an application 
to wounds, bruises, bdls, and bites of venomous insects.” " 1 have seen 
^ decidedly benefidal effects follow thrar application to contused wounds, 
spellings, and dislocations.” {Dymock,p. sgy.) 
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BUCHANANIA. 

'Bucluuuuiia] Atifolla^ JRoxh.^ ANAtAxi>iACE.B. 

Vem.— Ckiratdi, Pb. ; Piir, Oudm ; Charu, Uriya ; Kaimad, aima, T* u. j 
Pyal, charoli. Bom.; Lambobm, lotitnpMo, BuRM. 

A tree of the Sub-Himalayan tract, hrom the Sutlej.eutward, ascend¬ 
ing to 3/xx} feet. Found throughout India arid Burma. 

It yields a g^m said to be administered in diarrhcea. ^e oil 
extracted from the kernels of the fruit is used as a substitute for mmond 
joil in native medicinal preparations and confectionery. It is also ^plied 
to glandular swellings of the neck. 

Buckthorn. See Rhaantu cathartieAS, Linn^ Rhaknes. * 
BUPLEURUM. 

Bupleurum falcatum, Linn., tu. naigiiata, UuBELLiFEES. 

Vem. — Kali mewar, sipU, Pb. 

This and allied species are abundant in many parts of the Punjab 
Himalaya, from 2,500 to 11,500 feet. Also found on the KhAsia Hills. 

They are reputM to have stimulant properties. 


BUTEA. 

JSutea frondosa, Roxh., Leguhinosa. 

Butea Guh and Bengal Kino. 

Vem. — Dhak, polos, ckichra. Hind. ; Palis, Brno. ; Palasi, Nspal; Pari- 
su, Uriva; Parasan, Tam. ; PMiska, kkakaro. Bom.; Pouk, Burm. 

A moderate-sized deciduous tree, found throughout India and Burma, 
extending in the North-West Himalaya as far as the Jhelam. 

“ The seeds are a very powerful anthelmintic, which can be advan¬ 
tageously substituted for santonine; the gfum is used in diarrhcea and 
dysentery; the flowers are given to enciente women in cases of diar¬ 
rhoea, and appli ed externally in orchitis.” {Amsterd. Cat.) The seeds 
are considered warm purgatives, and are used in fevers; the fresh 
juice is used in phthisis and hsmorrh^ic affections. It is also employed 
as an application to ulcers and relaxed sore-throat. As an astringent it 
is given in diarrhoea and dyspepsia. The leaves are described as astrin¬ 
gent, tonic and aphrodisiac, ana used to disperse boils and pimples, and 
are given internally in flatulent colic, worms, and piles. The flowers 
are astringent, depurative, diuretic, and aphrodisiac; as a poultice they 
are used to disperse swellings and promote diuresis and the menstrual 
flow. The see^, when pounded with lemon juice and applied to the 
skin, act as a rubefacient. {Dytnock.) The seeds act also as a vermi¬ 
fuge, and, when made into a paste, are used as a remedy for ringworm. 

The ^m of Butea Snpnzi^ Roxb., is also used medicinally by the 
natives, being considered astringent. 

The charcoal from this plant was introduced by Dr. T. W. Sheppard 
in 1874, for bleaching the morphia manufactured at the Opium Factory, 
Chazipur. It was selrcted after a series of experiments witn the different 
forms of charcoal, its great advantage being its comparative freedom 
from saline matter; it can on this account^e employed without any 
previous purification. Wood charcoal possesses feebler decolorizirig 
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powa^ than animali but it had to be resorted to on accnunt of the native 
prqudices against the u$e of bone charcoal. Wardtn, Professor of 
Chemistry, Calcutta Medical College.) 


BUXUS. 

BliXUS Seznpen^reQB, Ltnn., Eufhokbiacea. 

Venu— Skanda laghunt, Afq. j Chikrx, Kashmir ; Papri, papvr, paprang, 
P shamskid, thunaj, Pb. 

An evergreen shrub on the Sulaiman and Salt Ranges; North-West 
Himalaya, from altitude 4,000 to 8,000 feet; Bhutan, from 6,000 to iJaoo 
■ feet; scattered in different parts of the Himalaya. 

TheVood is diaphoretic; l^vis bitter, purgative, and diaphoretic, 
useful in rheumatism and syphil^. Said to be poisonous to camels. A 
tincture from the bark is used as a febrifuge. 


Cabbage rose. See Rom albo, Linn., Rosace£. 

Cacalia kleinia, Hb. Madr. See Notonla gtandlflom, DC , CoJtPo.siTSi:. 
Cacalia kleinia. See Onoaaa bracteatum, WaU., Bokaginace£. 
Cacao. See Theobroma Cacao, Linn., Sterculuc££. 

Cactus indicus, Roxb. Se Opnntla DiUeail, %hi., Cact.e. 


CADABA. 

Cadaba farinosa, Forsh., Capfaribes. 

In Murra/s Plants and Dri^s of Sind this plant has been men¬ 
tioned, but Its medicinal primerties have not been described. The plant 
is common in Sind and the Punjab. 

233 Cadmium. 

CfiSALPINIA. 

234 iCa^alpinia Bonducella, Roxb., LsGuuiNosiE. 

VtSSL—Katkaranj, katkaMa.Hino.-, Nata.Bzna.i Akiimakit, Arab.; 
Kkdyake-iblis, Pers. ; Sagurghota, gaja. Bom. ; Gajkai, Kan. ; Geek- 
ckakkay, Tam.; Ka-lien-dsa, Burh. 

Found all over India, especially in Bengal, Burma, and South India." 

The seeds of this plant are tonic and antiperiodic. The kernels are 
used as a tonic in fevers, and made into an ointment with castor oil, and 
applied externally in hydrocele. An oil is extracted from the leaves 
which is used in palsy and rheumatism. “ In Persia and India the seeds 
are considered to be hot and dry, useful for dispersing swellings, re¬ 
straining hcemorrbage, and keeping off infectious diseases.” “ They are 
also given internally in leprosy, and are thought to be anthelmintic. 
The oil expressed from the seeds is used as a cosmetic.” “ Necklaces of 
the seeds strung upon red silk are worn by pregnant women as a charm 
to prevent abortion.” {Dymock.) The sews are said to possess well- 
marked antiperiodic properties, and are largely used by the natives in¬ 
stead of quinine. For this purpose they are pounded with black pepper, 
from 5 to 30 grains being regpded as the proper dose. Ainslle seems 
first to have drawn the attention of Europeans to this powdw, but even 
up to the present date it has not apparently taken the position which it 
" edeserves as a tonic and febrifuge. 
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isalpinia Coriaiia, Willd. 

The Ameeican Sumach or Dm-nm. 

Vein.— Sumaqut^mriguak, KnJta., Pans .; Antrigue-iaSHmdf, DsC. j 
Shumak, Tam. • 

A small tree, introduced from South America into India. It his been 
cultivated in Madras, Khandesh, and Cawnpore. • 

According to Dr. Bidie, the pods are asteingent. The powder pr^ 
pared from them is of a light-yellow colour and astringent taste j it 
has been brought forward as an antiperiodic by Dr. CorniA, who 
administered it in ninety-four cases of intermittent fever, many of them 
.severe, with excellent results, the dose ranging from forty to sixty grains. 

digyna, Houi. , 

Ytta.—Vakeri-mul. , 

The root is used in native practice, and has marked astringent pro¬ 
perties. {Dyniock.) 

Sappan, Urn. 

Vem.— Bakam, /n<aKg, Hind., Pi :s., Guz., Ren'G. ; Pattanga, Sans.; 
Bagam, Arab. ; Patunga, nattangi, vattekku, vartangi, Tam. ; ' 
Okiinu-knttu, Tel. ; Bokmo, Dkiya j Tring nyet, Burm. 

A small tree of South India, Bengal, and Burma. 

Ainslie says a decoction of the wcxxi has the property of a powerful 
-.•nimenagogue. The wood, though chiefly used as a dye, is described as 
A useful astringent, containing much tannic and gallic acids, and has 
been recommended by O'Shatighnessy, and later by the Indian PhaKamr 
copteia, as a good substitute for Logwood. Asa dye a large quantiun|p< 
formerly used in the preparation of the Guldl or Holt red powder, 
line has, however, displaced this use, as it seems destined to do many 
of India’s most valuable tinctorial reagents. 
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CAJANUS. 

ajanus indicus, Sj reng ., Leguminosje. 

'Vexa.—Arhar, Beng., Hinh. ; Shaa, Arab, j Adaki, Sans.; SAakull, 
Peks. ; Thovaray, XAM.; Pai-yenkhyung, 

A shrub cultivated all over India for its seed. 

The pulse is said to be easily digested and suitable for invalids. I( 
is said to be hot and dry ; it produces costivenes.s, and is used in cold 
diseases. The leaves are used in diseases of the mouth. 

ijuput oil. Ste Melaleaca Leucadendroa, Linn., MrsTACEiE. 

llabar bean. See Phyaostigaa venesosniB, Balf., L£guminos.£. 


CALAMUS. 

iamus Draco, wnid., Liliacem, 

Dragon’s Blood. 

Vem.— Uirddakhana, hiriiduUthi, Bom. 

A native of Sumatra and the Malay Islands. Flowering-time, March 
and April. 
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alcium. 

Uisaya Bark, See C^sduuu Callu^ Rudiacea. 
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CALLICARPA. 

Cidlicaii>a arborea» Eox5., Verbenacex. 

Voa. — Ghivala, sJkiftali, Kuhaun j Bormala, Bexo. j KJuja, Ass.; 

DounjC-tap-pya, Busy. 

A moderatfr-siAed ^ree of Kumaun, Oudh, Eastern Bengal, and 
Burma. 

71»e bark is aromatic and bitter, and is applied in decoction in 
cutaneous diseases. 

C. macropbylla, VM. 

Veni.— Patiharman, sCmiUi, dentkar, daya, Hihalayan kahes; Mat- 
thara, mattranja, Benq. 'c" ^ * 

A tall shrub of Northern India, found as far north as Haiira, and 
up to 6,000 feet. 

In Hazira the leaves heated are applied to rheumatic joints. . 
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CALLIGONUM. 

CaOigonum polygonoides, Linn., Poltoonea. 

Venn.— BalaHja,hermaja,tattike, Trans>Indus; Phok,phog, Pb,, Sind. 

A slow-growing shrub of the arid zone of Sind, the Punjab and 
Riijputina, AfghAnistiin and Western Asia. 

'ITie roots are bruised, and, boiled in combination with Catechu {Hath), 
used as a gargle for sore-gums. {Murray.) 

CALLITRIS. 

Callitrls quadfivalviSt Vent., Conieeka. 

• Ytm.—Sandaras. 

A large tree of the forests of Algeria. 

The resin obtained from this plant is known under the name Sanda- 
rach. The powder of Sandarach is used as a fumigatory after child¬ 
birth. 

CaloineL See Hjistxgjnasu 


CALOPHYLLUM. 

CalojpJiylluin InophyllutDi’ZfyMs., Guttifees. 

The Albeanhrian Laurel. 

Vera. —Sultana champd,Him., Beno. ; Oodi, Boh.; Pinnay, punagam, 
Tah. ; Pdna, finis, Tel. ; Pongnyet, Burh. 

An evergreen tree of South India, Burma, and Andaman Islands. 
The kernels of this tree yield ,a grateful-smelling fixed oil, held by 
the natives in high esteem as an external application in rheumatism. 
From the bark exudes a resin very usrful in indolent ulcers. (Pharm. 
Indica.) From the bark exudes a resinous substance mistaken for 
’TagaaaiMM.i&Shaughnessy), said to resemble myrrh and to be a useful 
idolent ulcers. 


femwiy for indolent 

C^aosanthfs indica. 
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CAL0T50PIS. 

Calotropis grigantea, R. Rt-., Asclxfiaoea. 

Syn.—A sclepias gicantea, Roxb. , ^ 

Vem. —if odor. Hind, j Anshar, Akab. j Kiofai, Pees, j Arka, praiapasa. 
Sans.; Uk, Smo; AiaTtd, gurtakand, Bbno.; Avi, Nepal; Yerctm, 
Tam. : Mayo-beng, Burm. ^ 

A small shrub found all over India, chiefly in waste land. 

, The root, bark, and juice of this plant are used in medicine for their 
emetic, diaphoretic, alterative, and purgative properties. In the treat¬ 
ment of dysentery the dried b^k of the root is stated to fee an excel¬ 
lent Substitute for Ipecacuanha. 'BBe bark, root, and dried milky sap 
may be used in small difees in certain cutaneous affections, such as 
leprosy and secondary syphilis; the root-bark, in large doses, is an emetic. 
It is administered to promote secretions, and is stated to be useful in 
enlargements of the abdominal viscera, intestinal worms, cough, ascites, 
anasarca, &c. The flowers are considered digestive, stomachic, tonic, 
useful in asthma, catarrh, and loss of appetite. 

C. procera, R. Br. 

Syn.—C. Hamiltonii, R. Br. 

’Vtnx.—Safeeb^ii, ai, mudar. Hind. ; Alarka, Sans. ; Vellerku, Tam, ; 

Spalwakka, Arc. 

A shrub found in drier parts of India. 

The medicinal properties of this plant are similar to the preceding 
one. The milky juice is, moreover, used as a blistering agent. The 
fresh root is used as a tooth-brush, and is considered by Pithins to cure 
toothache. 


CALTHA. 

Caltha palustris, Linn., Ranunculace.k. 

The Marsh Marigold. 

Vem.— baringi , Pb. 

Marshes of the western temperate Himalaya, from Kashmir to Ne¬ 
pal ; altitude 8,noo to 10,000 feet. 

In Hazara the root is considered poisonous. 

X^alutnba Root. See Jateorhiza palmate, Miers., Menisperuacex. 

Calysaccion longfifolium, Wight. See Ochrocaipua longifolina, Benlh. 

fe* Hook./., GuTTIFERiE, • 

CambOgia. See Gardnla Morelia, Desrous., Guttii%r£. 

Camomile or Chamomile. See Matriduia Chaaoiaillai Linn., Coh- 

POSITSt. 

Camphire. See Lasnonia alba, Lamk., Ltthracea. 

CAMPHOR. 

Camphor or Camphora. 

The name “ camphor ” is technically given to a number of giaro- 
resins, more or less resembling each other, derived from (i) Cimutmo* 
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sum Canphora, N$a, the welUknown Camphor laurel of China and 
Japan; (3) DiyObalanopa Campt\nni, a gigantic tree of the Malay Ar- 
chipele^o; and (3) Bbuiiea balaandfera, pc., and B. dendflom, DC., which 
see. 

Camph<a‘^possesse3stim^ulant, carminative, and aphrodisiac properties, 
and is widely used in medicine, both externally and internally. Its prim¬ 
ary action is that of a (^ffusible stimulant and diaphoretic; its secondary, 
tha^/;xF a sedative, anodyne, and antispasmodic. In large doses it is an 
acro-narcotic poison. Camphor has been extensively used in the ad- 
vanced stages of fevers and inflammation, insanity, asthma, angina 
pectoris, hooping cough, and palpitations connected with hypertrophy 
of the Ijeart, affections of the genito-urinary system, comprising dys- 
menorrhoea, nymphomani^ speyriatorrhoea, cancer and irritable states 
of the uterus, cnordie, incontinence of' urine, hysteria, rheumatism, 
gangrene, and gout. It has also been employed as an antidote to strych¬ 
nia, but with doubtful results. It is regarded as a medicine in im¬ 
potence. {Pharm. of India; U. C. Duff’s Hind, Med.) 

CAMPHORA. 

Camphora slandulifera, Itfeissn., Laurinea. 

Vem. — Sasafiras, Beng. j Sassafras, Nepal. 

A tree of the Nepal Himalayas. 

The plant has stimulant and diaphoretic properties. 

Canada Balsam Canarium. See Abies Bslssnses, Aiton., Conieerje. 


CANARIUM. 


Caxuuium bengalense, Roxh., BuRSERACEa. 

fIm.—Gopil3hip, Nepal; Narocl^a, Lepcha; Teireng, Gako; Bis- 
jang, dhina. Ass. 

Eastern Himalaya, Bengal and Buma. 

It yields a brittle, ambermoloured resin, resembling copal. 


C. commune, Zl’nn. 

’Vttn.—fangli badam. Hind. 

A native of the Malayan Peninsula, but generally cultivated in India. 

The concrete resinous exudation “Elkmi” is chiefly imported from 
Manilla. Ainslie says that it has the same properties as Balsam of 
Copaiva. The kernels yield an oil which might be substituted for almond 
oil. ur. Waite, in his Diseases'of Children in hof climafes, speaks favour- 
abiy of the kernes in emulsion as a substitute for mistura amagdul*. 


C, strictum, Roxb, 

The Blace Dahmar Tree. 


Vem.—Kola dammar. Hind., Beno., Guz.; ATara^i* ^npliam, barau 
dammar,*TAU.i Manda^tkup, Kau. } Mal.; Nala r^aff, Tel. 

A tall tree of South India. ..... . 

Yields a brilliant resin, used medicmally or as a substitute for Burgundy 
Pitch. This is obtained by making vertical cuts in the bark and Setting 
fire to the tree. Two years afterwards the resin is obtained from the 


TWe are 18 Indian members of this genus, and it is probable that 
an, or neatly all, yidd gums, but the preceding are the gums best known. 
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^Canna indica, Linn., Scitahinejb. 354^ 

VettL—Kindroj'N.V/. P. I LiH-fiirb(>jayi, Bevq. 

Common all over India. 

The root is used as a diaphoretic and diuretic in fevers and dropsy. 


CANNABIS. 

--Cannabis sativa, Linn., Urticacs^. 255 

Hemp. ” 

Vem. — Nabatul-ginnab, Arab, j Nahitul^nnab, Pers.'j Ganjiia,'SAtia.i 
Ganja, bhang, Benq., Hind, j Ganja, Tam. ; Ganjai, Tel. ; Bin, Burm. 

An annual, wild or cultivated. 

This is highly valued as a medicine, having narcotic, anodyne, and 
antispasmodic properties. It is primarily stimulant, secondarily ano- 
dyne, sedative, and antispasmodic. It is also said to be narcotic, di¬ 
uretic, and paturifMient. It is useful in tetanus, hydrophobia, delirium 
tremens, ebrietas, infantile convulsions, various forms of neuralgia, and 
other nervous affections. It has also been employed in cholera, menor¬ 
rhagia and uterine hoemorrhage, rheumatism, hay fever, asthma, car¬ 
diac functional derangement, and skin diseases attended with much 
pain and pruritus. 


CANSCORA. 

--Caiiscora decussata, -R. &* Sed., Gentianacejc. 

Syn.— Pladera decussata, Boxb. 

Vem. — SanJchdhuU, Hind.; Dankuni, Bens,] Sankhaputhpi, Sans. 

This little plant is reg^ded as laE9.tive, alterative and tonic, and is 
much praised as a nervine.^ It is also used in insanity, epilepsy, and 
nervous debility. The fresh juice of the plant is'given in all cases of 
insanity, in doses of about an ounce. 


2 ^ 


CANTHARIS. 


Cantharis veslcatoria, Latreiiu, Colkoptera. 

A dried insect imported into India and sold by chemists. 

For indigenous insects used as substitutes, tu MyWsft ddtelfl, 
Fabr, 

Capillare. See Adlastam. 
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CAPPARIS. 

. Cappai^ aphylUit CAPPAKicEiE, 

VeftL— JEsrA, Hivd, ) Saritf Pb, ;Xiral, Sindj JTiiri, Behar ; KoreyaU^ 
Dec. c 

^^mall tree of the Punjab, Rfijputfina, and the Deccan. 

Tne top_ shoots and younp leaves are made into a powder which is 
used as a blister in native medicine. 

C. honida, Linn,/, 

Vem. — HU, iarvila. Pa.; xKwaittra, OuDHj Adonda, Tel.). Katem, 
Gondij Attandttx, Tam. 

A climbing shrub common in most parts of India. 

The leaves are applied medicinally as a counter irritant. A cata¬ 
plasm of the leaves is us^ul in boils, swellings, and piles. 

C. sepiaria, Litm. 

Vtxn.—Kdntdgurkdmii, Beno.; Hidn gartia, Pb. ; KanHhapali, Uriya. 

A shrub met with in dry places in India and Burma. 

The plant possesses febrifuge properties. 

C. 8pin(»a, Linn. 

Vem.— Kabwa, Arc.; Kabrd, Tibet ) Kanr, ieri, hander, her, barari, Pb.) 
Vlta-hanta, Kuhaun ; Kalvari, Sind. 

A small trailing shrub of the Punjab and Sind. 


CAPSICUM. 

annmitn, Linn ., Solanacex. 

Red Pepper. 

VttU.~SfattUa, vdngrd, lal mirch, marcha, Pb., Hind. 

A native of equinoctial America, commonly cultivated for its fruit in 
the plains throughout India, in Kashmir, and on the Chenab up to 
altitude 6,500 feet; when ^rown on the hills it is said to be more pun- 

f ent than that of the plains. There are seven varieties of this plant, 
ifiering chiefly in the length, shMe, and colour of the fruit, some feng 
round, oblong, obtuse, pointed, bifid, rugose, and red, white or yellow. 
Of variegated. 

The fruit is used medicinally in plasters and taken in cholera, and 
to counteract bad qlimate. The Pharm. Indica erroneously reduces this 
to be a synonym for C. Bl. 

C. flastlgiatum, Blum. S<e c. ndnlaua, Roxl. 

!,C. fhitescens, Linn . 

[ ’Vun.—Lania, Beno. ; Lal mirch. Hind, i Sfcllaghai, Tam. ) iftrapa-haia, 

' Tel. 

An annual, cultivateed throughout India, introduced from South 
America. 

It is used as a medicine In typhus nad intermittent fevers and dropsy. 
Ibis also stomachic and an excellent rubefacient. In native practice it 
is prescribed in gout, dyspepsia, cholera, and ague. 
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' CiQ>sicum' minimum, Roxh 

Syn.—C. FASTIOIATOlf, Blumt. , 

Vera. — Gich merich, Hwd, ] Uircki, ItA mirch, Dbc. ; Dhan-lungh 
murick, Bbno. ; Fifilesurkh, Pass. ; Fifile-ahmar, Arab 

Extensively cultivated throughout India, generally Ifnown as Bird 
eye chili. ,i 

“Acts as an acid stimulant, and externally as a rubefacient, used in 
putrid sore>throat and scarlatina; also in ordinary sore>throat, ho^seness, 
dyspepsia, and yellow fever; and in diarrhoea occasionally ; also in 
• piles.” (Baden-Powell.) 

^Carauiay. See Car>ua Coral, Uhbeluferx. o 
Carbon or charcoal. 

Vera. — Koyelah, Hind.; Koylah, Beno.; Zugkdl, Pbm. •, Fakm, Arab. 

Wood-charcoal is antiseptic, deodorizing, and disinfectant. It has 
been employed sometimes successfully in dyspepsia, diarrhcea, dysentery, 
and intermittent fevers. It is also used as a dentifrice. Animal char¬ 
coal is deodorizing and antiseptic. It has been employed as an antidote 
in poisoning cases. 

Carbonate of lime. 

This substance possesses antacid, alterative, and astringent pr«^ei> 
ties. (Pharm. of India.) 

Carbonate of potash. 

Primarily antacid, secondarily alterative and diuretic. In over-doses 
poisonous. (Pharm, of India.) 

Carbonate of soda. 

Primarily antacid, secondarily alterative. (Pharm. of India.) 


CARCHARIUS. 

Carcharius glaucus. 

C. vulgaris. 

Two species of fish, which yield an oil used medicinally. 

Cardamom. See AmotauiB subulahuB, Roxh., and Elettniia Cardin 
mosinia. 


CARDIOSPERMUM. 

Cardiospermum halicacabum, Linn., Sapindace*. 

Vera.— Latapkaikari, nayapkaiki, Bkng. 

Grows in the plains of India from the North-West Provinces to 
Ceylon and Malacca. A common procumbent or climbing weed with 
ternate and inflated fruits. _ . c- j l 

As a medicine it is used as an emetic, laxative, stomachic, and nibe- 
facient. 
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CARDUUS. 

p 

Carduus nutans, Linn., Cohposita. * 

'^tsax.—Kanehhttri, tiso, b^iward, Pb. 

Found in Western,Peninsula; from Kashmir to Simla, altitude 
£,000 to 12,000 feet; and Hazi^a, in the Punjab; Western Tibet; Nubra, 
altitu^ 13,000 feet. 

The flowers are considered febrifugal. 


' CAREYA. 

» f 

. Care3fa arborea, Roxh., Myrtaceje. 

Vera. — Kumbi, khumbi. Hind. ; Ayma, posia-tammi, Tah. ; Buda-durmi, 
Tel. ; Bambmay, Buru. ; Ahaite,'CitiaK. . 

» A large deciduous tree of the Sub-Himalayan Itract, from the Jumna 
eastward, Bengal, Burma, Central and South India. 

It is used as an astringent medicine, and also as a demulcent in 
coughs and colds. The flowers are given as a tonic in sherbet after child* 
birth. 

CARICA. 

' Carica Papaya, Linn., Passifloreje. 

Vera.— Aanahahe-hindi, Ptnpe, Beng. ; Papaya, Hind,; 

Pappayi, Tau. ; Bappayi, Tel. ; Thimbawthi, Buru. 

A small tree introduced from South America into India, and culti¬ 
vated all over for its fruit. 

It is used as a medicine in cases of enlarged spleen. 


CARISSA. 

.Carissa Carandas, Linn., Apocynacks. 

Vera. — Karonda, karaanda. Hind,; Karamcha, Beng.; Kalaka, Tau.; 

Karimda, Bou. 

Found throughout the drier sandy or rocky soils of India, native or 
cultivated; from the Punjab to Ceylon, Burma, and Malacca. 

The unripe fruit is astringent, and the ripe one is cooling, acid, and 
useful in bilious complaints, ^e root is a bitter stomachic. {Dymock.) 

C. spinarum, A. DC. 

Syn. - C. DIFFUSA, Roxb. 

VetB.— IforflxNda. Hind. ; Ciu, gama, Pb. ; San karunda, Uriya ; 
^l^iikoilu, Tel. 

A smtdl, thorny, evergreen shrub, wild in most parts of India, espe¬ 
cially in the drier zones, and in the plains of the Punjab, the Sub-Hima¬ 
layan tract up to 4,000 feet, and in Trans-Indus taritoiy; also on the 
c oast of South Andaman. [Kure.) 

: ^’^is plant has been mentioned by Baden-Powell amongst his drugs, 
but no information has been given regarding its medicinal properties. 
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CAROXYLON. 

Caroxylon foetiduni, Moq.^ Che^opodiacsx. 

VenL — Jlfot ( Idne , gora lane (or lina gora ), Pb. 

Not uncommon in the Central and South Punjab, ^he Trans-Indus 
and Sind. _ • 

This is the most plentiful species of this genus in the Punjab; but while 
it may be used in the preparation of the country carbonate of soda (Sajji), it 
is not so frequently used for that purpose as the next species. Aitcnison 
•states that at Jhelam it is used for this purpose and also in Sind. 

Caro^lon Griffithii, Moq. ^ 

The Punjab Saljwort. 

Vem.— Trans-Indus ; Khar (or Kangan Khar), Cis-Indus. 
This is perhaps the least abundant species, but it is the one most fre¬ 
quently used in the preparation of Sajji. Stewart says, “ Sajji being an 
impure carbonate of soda, is equiv.^lent to the Barilla of commerce manu¬ 
factured in Spain” and the South of Europe,obtained from Salsola frntlcasa, 
a plant much resembling the Punjab Saltwort. Roxburgh urged nearly 
a century ago the desirability of encouraging the manufacture of Barilla 
from ArthrocnemuiB indicuiB, Moq. (which see), and there seems every 
reason that a much-increased trade might be done in this salt in the 
various desert or sandy tracts of India where little else can succeed, 
a trade which should react upon the European imports of Barilla into 
Great Britain. In the Punjab, Multan seems to be the most important j 
centre of the Sajji manufacture, 

CARPESIUM. 

Carpesium abrotanoides, Linn., Composite. 

Syo.— Carpesium rackmosum, Wall. 

Vem. — Wotiangil , Kashmir; Hukmandia , Pb. 

Some of the specimens^so named by Wallich belong to Rhynchoqier- 
nmiB verticillAtiiin, Reinv>, 

A stout herb met with abundantly in Kashmir,' extending along the 
Himalayas to Sikkim, altitude 5,000 to 10,000 feet: Rhychoqiennna ex¬ 
tends to the Khfisia Hills and Burma, and descending to lower alti¬ 
tudes than CwpeauiH. . 

Mr. Honigberger says that this plant is used medicinally in the Pun¬ 
jab. 

‘CARTHAMUS. 

Carthamus oxyacantha, Bieb., Compositai. 

Vem. — Kantiari, kandiarapoli, khetreta, Pb. 

Abundant in many places in the Punjab from 'Ambila up to PeshS- 

Bellow states that the oil extracted from the seeds is used me¬ 
dicinally. 

' Carthamus tinctorus, Linn, 

The Safflower. 

V em.—^ urtum, Arab.; Khasakdinak, Pers.; Kamaletlar^ Sans.; 
Kasuxi, Bbvg., Hind., Dakhinj; Sendurgam, hashutitba,TA>t.} Ag- 
wiriiAa, Tsl.;//s*<w, Burm. I 

An annual cultivated extensively all over India. _ ^ 

The s^s of this plant are said to have laxative prc^ierties. . 
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CARUM. 

I'Carum Carui, Linn.^ Umbelxifsils, 

Vem.— Karoyi, Abab.; Kariya, PlRS, ; JirOi Bbng.; Zira, Hind.; Shi- 
mtU~shom6u, Tam. ; Shimm-sapu, Tel. 

The plant is'cultivated for fts seeds as a cold-season crop on the plains; 
also fr^uent on the hill^. 

A^a medicine it is supposed to have stimulant and carminative 
pn^mies. 

C. copticum, Benth. 

The Bishop’s Weed ; Lovage ; Ajava seeds. 

Syn-—A mmi copticum, dist,; Ptychotis coptica, JJC. ; P. 
Ajowan, DC, 

Vem.—Jmiian, Bbno.; Hind. ; Tam. ; Omamee, Tbl.; 

A;t>a», oma. Bom.-; Yamam, Sans. ; Zinian, nankhwah, Pers. 

Cultivated in many parts of India for its seeds, which have been 
used from remote periods as a condiment and medicine. 

In native practice they are much valued for their antispasmodic, 
stimulant, tonic, and carminative properties. They are administered in 
flatulence, atonic dyspepsia and diarrhoea, and often recommended for 
diolera. They are used most frequently in conjunction with asafcetida, 
myrabolans, and rock salt. A decoction is supposed to check dis¬ 
charges, and It 'is therefore sometimes prescribed as a lotion, and 
often constitutes an ingredient in cough mixture. Dr. Bidie is strongly 
in favour of the extended use of this medicine. “ As a topical remedy 
it may be used with advantage, along with astringents, in cases of 
relaxed sore-throats. For disguising the taste of disagreeable drugs 
and obviating their tendency to cause nausea and griping, I know of no 
remedy of equal power.” 

Omum Water —or distilled water from the seeds—is also sold in 
the bazars, and a crystalline essential _ oil {Aj-aan-ke-phul). This is 
chiefly prepared at Oojein and elsewhere in Central India {Pharm. Ind.) 

A specimen of this crystalline oil should be procured from Central 
India. 

Carum Rox1}ui*g:iiianum, 

Syn.— Apium involucratum, Ptychotis Roxburohiana, ZJC. 

Vera.— Bawml-harafs, Akak.; Tuikme harafs, Pers.; Ajmid, Hind.; 
AjmMcUh, Dec. ; Askam tigam, Tam. ; Ajumdda-vomam, Tel. ; Ajihid, 
Beno. 

Throughout India, extensively cultivated from Hindustan and 
Bengal to Singapore and Ceylon, .... 

The seeds of this plant are useful in hiccup, vomitinpf, and pain in the 
bladder. They fonp ingredients of carminative and stimulant prepara¬ 
tions. 

CARYOPHYLLUS. 

Caivophyllus aromaticiis, ZiVin., Mtrtacex. 

Cloves. 

Vem.—JfPiWa*! Pem.; Lavanga, Beng.; Ling, Hind.; Kiramh»r,fT au. ; 
Lavangalu, Tel.; Labang, Dec. 

A native of the Moluccas. The flower-buds of this plant yield the 
cloves of commerce. 

■ "aThey are used medicinally as a warm remedy, and are prescribed 
in fevers and general debility. 
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CARYOTA. 


Caryota ureas, Zinn,, Palxm. 

Bastard Saqo Tre&. 


Vera.—tfori. Hind. ; Mari-ii^har, Dec.: Kindal-^anat, Tan.; Xuti 
bong, i.En:HA ; Stdopa, Ubiva ; Bhyni, Kan. ; Kimbg, Burn. 


A beautiful tree of the evergreen forests of western and eastern moi 
zone of India. On the Western Ghits it extends to near Mahableshwa 
It is common in Burma, Bengal, and Orissa, ascending in Sikklta up i 


3,000 feet. 

" An excellent spirit is obtained by the fermentation and distillatic 
of the toddy obtainra from this elegant palm, which is not uncommc 
m She west coast of the Mac^s Peninsula. It is well adaptc 
for pharmaceutical purposes.” glass of the freshly-drawn toad; 
taken early in the morning, acts as a laxative.” {Pharm, of India.) 


bark. See Croton Elnteria, Bennett, Eufhorbiacea. 


Casearia tomentosa, Roxh., Sauydacex. 

Vera.— Chilla, chtlara, bairi, bhari. Hind. ; Maun, Manbh^m ; Rot 
K6l. ; BM, Khakwab ; Chorcho, Sonthal ; Monkurohuri, Mal. : Mo 
masa, gamgadu, Tel. ; Lainja, tnaosei, karei. Mar. ; Girari, Uxiv/ 
Thundri, Gono. ; Khesa, Kurku. 

A small tree of the Sub-Himalayan tract from the Indus eastward 1 
Oudh, East Bengal, Central and South India. 

The bark is bitter and used as an adulterant for Mailotui phlUpidnei 
{Kamela) powder. 

Cashew tree. •S'» AnManUnn ocddeotsle,A nacakoacrs. 


CASSIA. 

Casida Absus, Linn.^ Lrguhinosx, 

\eCIU—TashmUiaj, Abab. ; Ctuahmioak, Pers. ; Chikii, banar, HiND 
Dec. : Mulaip^il-virai, Tam. ; Chanupila-vittullu, Tel. 

A shrub common all over India. 

One of the sources of the medicinal Senna leaves. The seeds reduce 
to a powder are applied beneath the eyelids in the form of an ointmer 
in ophthalmia. 

C. acutifolia, BeliU, See c. luceolata, Forik. 

C. alata, Linn. 

Vera. —Dadmardanf Beno., Hince ; VUayati agati, Dec. ; Shimai agat 
Tam. ; Sima ovist, Tel. 

A small shrub introduced from the West Indies into India. 

The leaves of this plant are regarded as an excellent medicine fo 
ringworm. Thq^ are also used in other skin diseases, and considerei 
usSul in snake-bite. 

C. auriculata, ZiffM. 

Vtmj—Tarwar, pwat. Hind, j Berar; Tangodu, iangar.TxL, 

Avariis, gAN. 

A shrub of Central and South India. 

It is regarded as an astringent medicine of some merit. The seed 
are used in ophthalmiai. * « 
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VtnL^A»aUd$. H^o. j i«M. ■ 

G\3Z.t Suudaii, itftiorhMfVUMd.i tCUit^ N. w. P. 

AragMdha, mmtrnaJut, SiUts. j Abab. 

Kl^if*chimbar, Pstta, j Tah. } GmmAbwj' 

gnoag^, Bukv. , 

A moderate*$ized <iaidduou8 tfeeof theSub-Himalayan tract, ascend¬ 
ing to 4,000 ilwt, and ctatimon throughout India and Burma. 

'K» pulp d the fruit and the root- 4 )ark are used medtcinaily 
They constitute, especially the former, one of the commonest and most 
useftd of domestic medicines—a simple purrative. The Mahhean-nl 
Admw recommends that the pods be warmed to extract the pulp, which 
should thpn be rubbed up with ajmond oil for use. It is a saf^ purga- 
tivc for children and pregnant woAi^n. It ivlcscribed as lenitive and use- 
ful in relieving thoracic obstructions. It is often combined with tama¬ 
rinds. Externally it is useful in gout and rheumatism [Dymock.) The 
flowers are made into a confection known as gul-kam^. and viewed as 
a febrifuge. The bark and the leaves, like most other species of this 
genus, are valued external applicants in skin diseases. 


2g3 C. glliuca, Lam, 

VtSO^—Konda iantepu chettu, Tbl, 

A small tree of the eastern part of South India and of Burma. 
The bark and leaves are prescribed in diabetes and gonorrhoea. 


293 C. lanceolata, Forsk, 

Indian or Tinnevklly Senna. 

Vem .— Sadae-hindi, Arab., Pbrs. ; Sanna makki, Bend.; Jiindi-siintl, 
Hind. ; Ntla^virai, Tam. ; Nila-tangedu, Tel, 

Cultivated in various parts of India for its leaves, and said by 
Aitchison to be so in the Punjab. 

It produces the officinal Senna leaves. The Pharm. Indica remarks 
that C. acutifolia is probably a variety of this plant. 


C. Lig^ea. See CSanamonwia Tamala, Nees, Laariaem. 


ag 4 \C. 0 \i 0 'V 9 .\St, Colladon, 

Senna. 

Syn.—C assia SENNA, Linn. ; Senna obtusa, Roxh.-, Cassia lanceolata, 
Wall. 

Vem.— The sinie as those of C. lanceolata, Forsk. 

A shrub common all over India. This species, along with C. lanceo- 
lata, is the principal source of the medicinal Senna leaves. 

295 C. ocddentalis, Linn. 

Vem. — Kasondi, Hind. ; Kdlkashundi, Beno, } Peyd-wri, Tam. ; Kasin- 
di, Tel. ; K<dan, Burm. 

* Ao annual; common in Bengal, South India, and Burma. 

seeds and leaves are used externally in cutaneous diseases.”— 
{At^erd, Cat.) 
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S(^o£B, Xmk. 

- Xwu—BaHir, hMMiiffKiti, Hto. i gw ^’laft i t c f i, 

'" .. ■ Dbc.I Pfr^falofat, Tab. JSiM* 

■uvifa. Sans. . • ' 1' 

' A oominan shmbin theHimalayanTanu, B^eal,Bufma,andSMth 
In<^ 

The bark, leaves, and the eeeds are tisedasa cathastlc, and t he juice 
of the leaves is viewed as a specific in nn^vorm, made into a pi^er 
and combined with sandal-wood. The Sanskrit name means de- 
^oyer of cough, ” from which fact it is natural to infer tlM it was 
\brmerlY used as an expectorant, but there is no distinct record of this 
• being tne case. 

C. Toca, Linn. • 

Vera. — Sanjsah6yah, Asab, ; PsRS.j PnAanatha, Sahs.j 

Ckakunda, Beno., Hind. ; Tarota, Dec. ; Uskitiagarai, Tam. ; Tagaris^ 
chittu, Tel.; Dan-ky-vai, Burh. 

A common weed growing all over ’ndia and Burma, exceedingly com- 
■ mon on waste places around villages. 

The leaves are used as an aperient; both leaves and seeds are a 
valuable remedy in skin diseases, chiefly for ringworm and itch. 

,Cassjrtha iilifomiis, Mm., LAuwNaat. * 

Vtau—Akasbel, Bbng. 

A small parasitic plant, much resembling a Cnscuta, for which it is 
often mistaken. 

Castoreum or Castor, 

The dried preputial follicles and their secretion, of the Castor fiber, 
Linn, the Beaver, met with in Canada and Siberia. It is a mild stimulant 
and antispasmodic, used in hysterical, nervous, and spasmodic affections. 

' Castor oil. See Ridaaa commums, Linn., EuPHORBiACKa. 


CASUARINA. 

Casuarina equisetifolia, Forster, CAsuAEiNZiE. 

SyU.—C. MURICATA, Roxh. 

Vera.— Chouk, Tam. ; Eroa, Tel. ; Kasrike, Mysore ; Tinyu, Burm. ; 
Malay. 

A large evergreen tree on the coasts of Chittagong, Burma, the 
Malay Archipelago, North Australia, and Queensland. Cultivated all 
over India, except in the north-westenn portion of the Punjab. 

The bark is aightly astringent, and said to be employed in infusion as 
a tonic; and according to Dr. Gibson is an excellent and often readily 
available astringent in the treatment, of ^chronic diarrhcea and dy^ 
sentery, (Murray.) 

Catechu. See— 

fy.] (a) Acacia Catechu, Willd., LbgumihosjB (black catec u). 

\b) Uncaiia Gambler, Roxb., RuBtACE.B (pale catechu). 

[ 195 .] (c) Areca Catechu, Linn.., 'Pkuub, 

CaustC Potash. See Potassium. 

Caustic Soda. See Sodium. 
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ISelfbtia To^ ■ f 

^ :, . Tjon.— 

Umya; Bnwi, PB.i /Wo, AW.J rw jW3^ ■ 

A large tcae <if the Sub^Himalayaa foreett, Btinitt, South 

India] ascending in the North>Westem Himalaya to 3,000 feet, and in 
Sikkim to 7,000 feet. 

The bark has astringent plenties, and is a mild febrifuge, useful 
in diarrhoea and dy;enta7, esp^ially of children. 
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CEDRUS. 

.C^dnis Z>eodani, Loudon, CoNiAKiB. . 

Vem. — NaJthtar, Afo. ; DUr, deodar, dadar, ': \zlsA, Kashmib, Garh- 
WAL, Kumaun ] Palidar, HazXra j Giam, TibiiT. 

A very large and tall tree of the North-Western Himalaya, between 
6,000 and 10,000 feet, extending east to the Danli river, a tributary of the 
Alaknanda below the Niti Pass ; also met with in the mountains of 
Afghinistin and North Beluchistdn. 

The wood is used medicinally as a carminative, diaphoretic, and 
diuretic. An oil is obtained from the wood by destructive distillation 
resembling crude turpentine. It is used as a remedy for ulcers and 
eruptions, and for mange in horses and sore-feet in cattle. 

CELASTRUS. 

.. Celastnis paniculatus, Willd., Celastkinka. 

Syn. —Gvunosporia Montana, Lawson. 

VeXIL—ifii-iungni, HlVD.} Maliaini, OuDH, Kumaun; Kahundan 
rangvl, C. P. } Kanguni, Bom.; Ruglim, Lepcha; Atiparich-cham, 
Tam. ; Malkangum^Utvlu, Tel. 

A scandent shrub of the outer Himalaya from the Jhelum to Assam, 
ascending to 4,000 feet; Eastern Bengal, Behar, South India, and Burma. 

The red seeds are used medicinally, principally for horses. They 
are given in rheumatism and paralysis. An empyreumatic oil is ob¬ 
tained from the seeds by destructive distillation, which is applied ex¬ 
ternally. Gamble says the leaves also are used medicinally. 

C. senegalensis, Zom. 

Vem. — Sherawane, Trans-Indus ; Talkar, kharai. Pa. ; Baikal, gaja- 
chinni, C. P.: Mai kangoni. Bom.; Danta, bahur, Gondi ; Danti, 
pedda chintu, Tel. 

A tall, spinescert shrub of the northern dry and intermediate zones 
and North-West India, ascending to 4,000 feet j Central India, and the 
drier parts of the Peninsula. • 

CELOSIA. 

CdO^ arsentea, Mog., W. ym, Chenopodiaces. 

\ttU.—Sarwali, Pb. 

An abundant weed of the fields of the Punjab plains, and occasionally 
mcending to altitude 5/xx) feet in the Himalaya. 

J- The seeds are officinal. 
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• C»^v»twl ai an orimncntal|p!ant in 1}i^^s3n%nM 
. an .officinal, the seed^are considered demcdcei^ 


CELSIA. 

'(9^ coromandeUana, Vaii^ Scropbot arinex. 


Ytia.—KuiMma, Beno. • 

An herb found throughout India, froff Punjab to Ceylon, ascending 
to 5,000 feet in altitude. 

The inspissated juice of the leaves his been prescribed in several 
cases of acute and chronic dysentery. It acts as a sedative and astringent. 
(Pharm. of India.) 


^ CELTIS. 

Celtls caucasica, wnid,, Urticacrx. 

Vttxu—Baiher, Pa. 

A moderate-sized tree of Afghjnistin, BeluchistSn, Salt Range, 
Hazira, Kashmir. 

The fruit is officinal, being given as a remedy if) amenon hoea and 
colic.' 


CENTAUREA. 

Centaurea Behen, Linn., Composit.x. 

Wenu—Bdhman sirkh or lal, bahman safaid. Hind., Boh. 

A native of the Euphrates Valley. 

The root is a bitter tonic and purgative. It i.° used as a substitute 
for rhubarb. Hakims use it as an aromatic, and a powerful aphrodisiac 
and resolvent of phlegmatic humours. 

centipeda. 

Cratipeda orbicularis, Lour., CoHPosiTiE. 

Syn. —Artemisia sternutatoria, Roxb. 

Vets. — Nakk-chiknee, Hind,, Beng, and Bom. 

A common plant throughout the pMns of India and Ceylon in moist 
places, appearing durinjg the latter part of the cold season in fields. It 
tOTm^rocumbent densefy-branched tufts. 

"Ise minute seeds are used as a sternutatory by the Hindus, also the 
powdered herb. The plant does not otow in tnis part of India, but the 
dry herb, both entire and in powder, Is always to be obtained in the 
druggists’ shops.” (Dymock's Mat. Med, <f fVestern India,) u 
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CEl»HJELrS. 


??? 


Cqidiaelis Ipecacuanha, Rich ., Rxjbucea. 

Ipscacuanha. ‘ 

An introduced plant ipto India, bang cultivated at the Governtner 
Cinchona pfantadonsjvith scanty success. There are two wild member 
<rf the genus, however, met with in Malacca. 

^n emetic, diaphix'etic, and expectorant, and in small doses alterativt 
The powdered Ipecacuanha, in the form of ointment, acts as a counter 
irritant. In dysentery it is by modern use regarded as a specific. . 
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CEPH^LANDRA. 

X^ephalanditi indlca, Naud., Cucurbitacsje. 

Syn.— CocciNSA indica, 'W. & A. ^ o 
Vem. — Kanduri, ghol, kiiidri, Pa. ^ ^ 

Common throughout India. 

"The e^ressM juice of the thick tap-root of this plant is used by th 
native physicians {Kavirajas) as an ^junct to the metallic prepara 
tions prescribed by them in diabetes."—( U. C. Dutt.) 

Cera, Alba and Flava. 

Wax. 

Dec., Beko.; Shama, Amb. •, m*huUt, 

Tam. ; Mainam, Tsi. 

The prepared Honey<omb. Is officinal in Pharmacopoeia Indica. 

Is emollient and demulcent, chiefly used in preparation of ointment! 
plasters, &c. 
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CERATONIA. 

Ceratonia Siligua, Linn., Leguhinosje. 

The Carob, St. John’s Bread, or Locust Bean. 

Vera .— Kama , N. W. P. 

A small tree, native of countries bordering on the Mediterranear 
extending to Syria and Western Asia. Imported into India. 

The seeds are used by the natives in coughs attended with much e* 
pectoration. The saccharine matter in which they are imbedded is ver 
nutritious, and forms an important constituent in patent cattle foo^. 
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CmmERA. 

Ccrbcra Mangfaas, Ltnn. See TabenumontRaa dichotoiBa, Roxi,, 
Afocynace.s. 

C. Odolbun, Gaer/n., Apocynace«, 

Syn,— Ind. I, 69a; Wight's Ic. t. 441; C. lactaria, Ham, 
Tanqhinia O0OU.AM, Lactaxia and Lauxifolia, Don. 

Vera.— 

A sm^ tree of the salt swamps, or on thecoasts of India and Ceylor 
cotton in the South Concan. 

; Emetic and purgative properties are assigned to the milky sap and to 
^ leaves, bpt their use is to be condemned. 

8a . 



MidMnes. ’ 


Cerbtfa.^e7etia, Ziffff. snwvetiaaalifoUa, /^r^. 

CercT^ise fermentum. 

Bkkr Ykast. • 

The ferment obtained in brewing beer^ successfully used as a stimu¬ 
lant in the adynamic forms of fever and dysofitery. It is <j}ueily used as 
a poultice. {Pharm. Ind.) , 


CERIOPS. 

Cenops Candoleana, Amott,, Rhizophorzje. 

Vem.— Kirrari, chavri, SiNO j Goran, Bbno.; Mada, And. 

A stnall evergreen tree of the nfiddy shores and tidal aeeks of 
India and the Andaman Isidhds, Common in Sind. 

The whole of the plant abounds in an astringent principle. The de¬ 
coction of the bark is used to stop hsemoiThage, and applied to malignant 
ulcers. On the African coasts a decoction of the shoots is used as a sub¬ 
stitute for quinine. 

:etaceum. See Phyaeter laacroceplialua, Linn., Mahualia. 
CETRARIA. 

Cetraria islandica, Achar., Lichrnes. 

Iceland Moss. 

Imported into India and sold in chemists’ sl^ps. Is demulcent, 
nutritive, and tonic. As a decoction or jelly it is used in scrofulous and 
scorbutic affections; said to be valuable in phthiris. 

Oevadilla or Sabadilla. See Asagnea offidnalis, Lindl, 

Ceylon moss. See Gtadlada Uchenoidea, GrevUle, Algje, 

Chalk. 


CHAMCEROPS. 

Chamoerops Ritchieana, Griff., Faluje. 

’Vtm.—MoBri, notarii, Trans-Indus; Siiu, ialiim, Salt Ranob ; Pfie, 
pesh,tharTa, Sind, Bbluch. 

A stemless, gregarious shrub of Sind, Trans-Indus, the Punjab, 
AfghSnistfin, and BSuchistSn. 

The delicate young leaves are ^ivtfn in diarrhoea and dysentery. 
They are also purgative; chiefly used m veterinary mq^licine. 

Chamomile or Camomile. See Matricaria fthamnMiu* Linn., Cou- 
posrrs. 

CharcmU>WOOd. _SeeCaiboa. 

Chaulmilgra. See Gyaocardla odoiata, Br., Composites. 

Chavica Betle, Mi^. See Piper Betle, Linn,, Fifeeacea. 

C, officinarumi Jlfi^. See piper C, DC. 

C. Roxburffhiii Miq. See Piper longnia, Linn, * 
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CHEIRAKTHUS. 

Oieiranthus chieri, Linn ., Ckucifbrx. 

The Wah-flowek, 

Veto. ^-Todri turUur'Ul, Hind, 

Cultivated'in gardens in North India, but is not indigenous, 
flowers said to be cardiac and etnmenagogue^ used in paralysis. 


CHENOPODIUM. 

^ Cheno]k)dlum Moqr , var. coauanne, Chenopodiacea. 

Vera.— Bathoo-sag, Beng. j BatJuoah, Pb.; Gkil, Sind, j Irr, em, Ladax j 
Sathua, jaustg. Plains. 

A common weed throughout the Punjab plains and apparently to 
8,500 feet in parts of the Himalaya, and 13,500 feet in Ladak 

The plant is used as a laxative in spleen and bilious disorders. 


CHICKRASSIA. 

^ Chlckrasda tabularis, ddr. fuss., Meliacex. 

Vera, — CkitrasH, Beng. ; Boga foma. Ass.; Aglay, agal, Tam. ; Mada- 
gari vtmbu, Tel.; Yimmahyengma, BuSM.; Arrodah, And. 

A large tree of Eastern Bengal, Assam, Chittagong, Buima, and 
South India. 

The bark is a powerful astringent. 

324 China Root See SiaUaz Liliaces. 

OUiata. See Sweitia CUnytb Ham., Gshtiamaces. 

Chloride of sodium. 

CHRYSANTHEMUM. 

325 Chi^santhemum coronarium, Linn., Compositjc. 

Sya,—C. Roxbubghii, Deaf.; Pybethrum indicum, Roxb. 

Vera. — Gul-chim, Hind., Dec.; Gul^dandi, Beng.; Guldandi. Cue.; 
Shimant^-pi, Tam. ; Chdmanti, Tel. ; SMvantiki, Sans. ; Cule-dandi, 
Pees. ® 

326 C. indicum, Linn. ; Roxb. FI. Ind., Hi, 604. 

Wtxu.— Gdlddtidi, Hind., a name Roxburgh says a applied to all the 
varieties) Gendi, bdgdur, Pb. j KaUang, Ladak ; Ckamanti, Tel. 

Commonly cultivated in gardens .in the plains, in Kashmir, on the 
Upper Chenab, &c, to 9,000 feet, and in Laoak at‘11,300 feet. 

It would appear that this and the preceding plant are not distinguish* 
ed from each other by the natives cd India, and the native names apply 
to both. Dalzell and Gibson (Bombay Flora, it, 48) state that the flowers 
of these plants are good substitutes for chamomile. The root when 
c^wed conveys the same tingling sensation to the mouth as is produced 
Q • 4 rith peUitory. 



Mtdiciites.. 


Ciccft disticluu See PhySaatinttb 

Cic&ldia byssojafoUa, w: & A. See E rfc MtwM ltttanle> S/ume^ 

GXimANACSS. 

CICER. 

Cicer arietlnum, Linn,, Leovkinosjc. 

Vern.— CAAoia, Bbng.; Bui, ekand. Hind.; Kadalay, Tam.; Benaga, 
• Tkl.; Kulafai, Burm. ; ArAa/2w/-MiMmas,_ARAB.; Sirkahe, nakhid, 
Pbrs. ; Harbare~kd~sirki, Dbc. 

Cultivated all over India as a wint^ CQop. » 

In medicine the seeds *re considered antibilious. The chief in¬ 
terest medicinally is, however, in the acid liquid obtained by collectine 
■ the dew-drops from the leaves. This vinegar is mentioned by the old 
Sanskrit writers as a useful astringent, which might with advantage 
be given in dyspepsia. Mr. Moodeen SharlfT gives an interesting 
account of its collection. A piece of clean cloth is tied to the end rf 
a stick and the pulse crop is brushed with this in the early morning, so 
as to absorb the dew. This is then wrung out and preserved. The 
fact that the drops of dew are thus chemically changed through 
contact with a living plant is a point of great botanical interest, not at 
present fully understood. The liquid is found to contain chemically 
oxalic, acetic, and nnalic acids. 


CICHORIUM. 

Cichorium IntybuS; Linn., Compositji. 

The Wild or Indian Endive. 

Venx.— Kami, Hind., Prrs. ; Hindyha, Arab. ; Kashini-mrai, Tam. 

North West India, Kumaun, probably only an escape from cultiva¬ 
tion. 

Has tonic, demulcent, and cooling properties. The seeds are con¬ 
sidered carminative and cordial. "Prescribed in bilious complaints 
much as Taraacacum is used in Europe. The seeds are one of the four 
lesser cold seeds of old writers, and as such are still in use in the East.” 
{Dymock.) The cultivated or true Endive (C. Enditda, WUld.) is also 
common in Indian gardens. 


CIMIClFUaA. 

Cimidfiiga fietlday Linn., Ranunculacex. • 

Vem. — Jiunti, Pb. 

Found in the temperate Himalaya, from Bhdtan to Gm'es and 
Kashmir ; altitude 7,000 to ia,ooo feet. 

The root is said to be poisonous. In Siberia it is used to drive away 
bugs and fleas. Under the name of a nearly allied plant (Aetna 
■plcata), I have already referred to this plant, and I have done so chiefly 
with the view «rf attracting attention to these useful but apparently 
n^lected plants. 

Garrod, in his Materia Medico, calls OndcUnKa imcemom, Linn., the 
Black Snake Root, and remarks that it is a remedy miKh used in 
America. He gives the dose of the tincture as 30 to 40 minims. He 
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remarks: "Its use is ssudto have been a^ttenckd mth niuch success in 
rheumatic fever, in chorea, and i^ lumbago and in some forms of puw 
peral hypochon^asis.” The^ Pharmacograpkia gives the history of 
C racemoea. It was first made knpwn to Eur^e in 1696; and was 
sdentificallv identified and named by LInnaus in his Materia Medica 
in 1749. in 1833 it was introduced into medical practice in America, 
and to En^and in 

There seems every reason to expect that the Indian species, whicl 
differs from C. raceaoea only veiy snghtly, will be found to possess all its 
medicinal virtues, C. racemoea is chiefly prescribed in the form of tinc¬ 
ture and employed in rheumatic affections, dropsy, the early stages of 
phthisis, and chronic bronchial diseases. Externally, a strong tincture has 
recently been used to reduce inflammations. {See Year Book of Pharmacy, 
iSja.y A section of the rodt exhibits a central pith with broad radiating 
plates subdividing the wood into 3-s wedge-shaped sections with a thick 
orittle bark surrounding the wooa It contains a resinous active prin¬ 
ciple which has been termed Cimicifugin or Macrotin, In its action this 
drug resembles hellibore on the one fend aud colchicum on the other. 
It is most useful in acute rheumatism, and a powder d the root is 
perhaps the best mode in which to give the drug, in doses of 20 to 30 
grains. {Royle’s Mat, Med., ed. by Harley.) 

CINCHONA. 

330 Qnchona Callsaya, Weddell, Rubiacex. 

The Calisata Bake. 

Vem.~Biiroi, Dec. j Shurappailai, Tam. j Jradap-patta, Tel, 

Cultivated in Sikkim at moderate elevations. 

It yields one of the most valuable of the Cinchona Barks, rich in 
alkaloids, among which (quinine forms i to The bark and powder 
form the officinaT parts, being powerfully antiperiodic, tonic, and astrin¬ 
gent : the two former properties art due to the presence of quinine. The 
l^ves also possess tonic and antiperiodic properties, 

331 C. Condaoiinea, Humb. 

Loza or Crown Bark. 

Syn,—C. OFFICINALIS, Linn, 

Cultivated at high elevations on the Nilgiris, in Ceylon, and in 
Sikkim. 

It is a febrifuge, and as such highly valued. Its bark is rich in 
alkaloids, of which more than one half is quinine. 

332 C. succirubra, 

The Ree Bark, 

Vem.— -The same as for C. CtUsaya. 

Cultivated on the Nilgiris and other hills of South India, at the 
plantations of Rangbi and Poomong in Sikkim, on the hills east ^ 
Toungoo in Burma, and in parts of the Satpura range in Central India. 

At first it was experimentally cultivated by Government, but Cinchona 
has so far proved itself a profitable investment as to have induced several 
Tea Companies to form_new gardens or set apart ptHtions of their old 
plantations for the purpose of cultivating this and other Peruvian bark- 
yielding species. 

C&nabar. Set Sn^diide «f aercuy. 
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CZNNAMOMUM. 

CIniuimomum Camphota. 2Vitesf LAtnoNZA, 

One of the sources of the Japan Cahphok of Commerce. 

Syn.- CaMPHORA OFFICINARUU. • 

Vem. — Kafir, Arab., Pbrs., and Hind. ; Dsc. j Karuppurat 

shidatt, Tam., Til.; Karpir, Bbno.; Payoparank, Ourm. 

A tall tree, with smooth, shinine leaves, a native of China an^ Tapai 

Camphor is a crystalline vmatile substance, prepared by TOuin 
’chips of the wood in a retort. The chemical substance passes off wit 
the steam and condenses upon straw placed in the summit of the retoi 
for that purpose. It is afterwards^uniied by sublimatiori' and mad 
into cakes. For medicinal properties, $ee Camphor. 

C. sr^duliferum, Meissn. 

A tree of the mountains of Nepal, Sikkim, Bhutan, and Khisia. 

In the Indian Pharmacopoeia, th,.s has been recommended as worth 
of more attention than has been hitherto paid to it. 

C. iners, Rwdi. 

Vera.— Jangli-dirchini, Hind. (Birdwood) \ Jangli dalckini, Dec. 
Kaitu-karurif pattai, Tam.; Adavi-lofvanga-patt,}, Tbl.; Sikiyait 
looleng-kya-w, Burm. 

A tree of Eastern Bengal, .South India, and Burma. 

Dr. Kurz remarks that he does not know in what this species shouli 
differ from the true Cinnamon. 

C. obtusifolium. Nets. 

Syn.—L aurus obtusifolta, Roxb. 

Vem. — Teapot, ramteapat, kinton, Bbng. j Bara singoli, NEPAL; Nttpsot 
Lbpcha ; PaHchanda, Ass. ; Dupatti, Mechi ; Kromai, Maoh 
Looleng-kyaxs, Burm. 

A large tree of the outer North-West Himalaya, ascending to aid 
tude 7,000 feet; Eastern Bengal, Burma, and the Andaman Is&nds. 

Dr. Kurz says the aroma of the bark is variable, and the bark of th< 
root of the Martaban plant is as aromatic as the best Ceylon dnnamon. 

C. Parthenozylon, Jffeissn. 

Vem - Kayo-gadis, Mal. 

A native of South Tenasserim, known as the Martaban Camphor Wooc 

The fruit yields an cal used in rheumatic affections. An infusion o 
the root is also employed as a substitute for sassafras. 

C. Tamala, Nets. 

Syn.—L uiurus Cassia, Roxb .; (? C. Cassia, Bl.)i C. albiplorum, ATffj 

Vem. — Dalckini, kirkiria, kikra, talisputar, silkanti. Hind.; Chotasinkoli 
Nepal; Lbpcha ; Dopattt, Ass.y Zamab, Arab. ; T^pit,X>»c., 

Taliska-patfiri, Tam. ; Taliskapatn, Tbl. 

A moderate-sized evergreen tree on the Himalaya, sparingly fronr 
the Indus to the Sutlej, common thence eastward between 3,000 and 
7,000 feet to Eastern Bengal, the Khisia Hills, and Burma. 

The leaves and the bark are considered hot and cardiac. The Cin¬ 
namon known as Cassia Cinnamon or Cassia Lignea of Indian com¬ 
merce is obtained from this plant. It is coarser and sold in Uifget 
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pieces than the true Cinnamon or bark of C* s^lasdca, for whid it is 
(rften used as an adulterant. It also ^elds the buds known in India 
as Cassia Buds. Kurz s£^s the bark of the root is quite as good as the 
true Cinnamon Bar^ In Manipur I found the natives to the east regu¬ 
larly in the habit of collecting the rwt-berk insteaid of the stem-bark. 

By some authors C Caaida, Bl,, is kept distinct from C. Taiwla, Ntet. 
As far as the Indian plants which bear these names are concern e(^ I 
can see no advantage m keeping them distinct. I therefc»'e agree mth 
Gamble in viewing them as the same plant. In medical works it is 
generally stated t&t the Cassia Cinnamon is derived from C. 
but on this point Ftuckinger and Hanbury, in ther Pharmacogr^phia, 
say; “Although it is customary to refer it (Cassia Bark) without hesita¬ 
tion to a tree named Onnaagnmni Casria, we find no warrant for such 
reference; no competent obs^er has visited and described th% Cassia- 
yielding (hstricts of China Proper and brought therefrom the spramens 
requisite for ascerUuning the botanical origin of the bark." China is, 
however, the chief source of the Cassia Lignea of commerce, it being ex¬ 
ported h-om Canton. It seems quite likely that the so-called 
lanm Caatfa may prove a different plant from C. Bl., but there is 

no doubt whatever as to the source of the Indian Cassia Lignea. It is 
chiefly obtained from C. Tamalai Ntes, and from C. obtudiblina, Neet. 
Gamble says the bark of C. Tamala is largely collected and sold under 
the name of Taj, 

Cinnamotnum zeylanicum, Brej/n. 

ytm,—Dalehini, HmP. ; Karruvsa, Tam.; SanalingH, Tbl.; Looleng- 
iyaw , Burm. 

A tree indigenous in the forests of Ceylon up to 8,000 feet in altitude. 
Dr. Kurz says it is also met with in the forests of Tenasserim. 

It is supposed to be a tonic and heating medicine. The leaves are, 
like the bark, aromatic, and thqr give oil of cloves. The liber or bark also 
^elds oil, but it is chiefly used as a condiment, reduced to powder or broken 
into small pieces. The bark is removed by making longitudinal incisions 
on the twigs, when it coils up naturally, and when dryS then broken off. 
These rollM-up pieces of the pure Cinnamon are generally in the form of 
brown pipes, and not more than i^th of an inch in thickness. The best qua¬ 
lity of Cinnamon comes from Ceylon, but even from there it is not uniform 
in quality. The produce from Negombo and Mature is much superior in 
aromatic properties than from any other part of the island. Cinnamon 
maybe said to be aromatic, carminative and stimulant, and somewhat as¬ 
tringent. It is largely combined a ith other medicines as a condiment, and 
is indicated in all cases characterised by feebleness. In combination with 
chalk its astringent properties are taken advantage of in the cure 
diarrhcea. 


cissAmpelos. 

c 

Ciasaxapdos Paureiray Linn., Menisperkacesc. 

?AKSiEA Bake. 

Sya,—C. Hernandifolia, Wall. 

y/tm.—Katori, Hkri, Pb. ; DaMk ntrbisi, pin , N. W. P. ; Harjturi, OUDH i 
Satn^ati, Nepal ; Pata, Tel ; Nimiha, Beno. 

A climber common both to the Old and New Worlds; furnishes the 
Radix Parnrm of druggists. 

^ The dried root anci bark are used as mild tonics and diuretics in ad- 
vanced ^ages of acute and chronic cystitis and catarrhal affections of 
the bladder. 
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Ciwis caroosa, Lam., Ampklwzm. 

' Ven.— XMi, imal bttj gidardak, druM, vattdri, Pb. 

A pretty climber which is found<in several of the valleys from atooo 
to 3^0 feet^ and occurs in ports of the plains. 

tn JuRunoo, the root ground with black pepper is applied to boils. 

* 1 

CITRULLUS. 

, Citrullus ColoC 3 rilthl 8 , Schrad., CucuKBiTACXX. 

‘ Vent.— Halmal, Aulgum, Akas.; Hindavdnahe-ialkh, Pers. ; Indral- 

varuni, SANS.tJfdkal, indrayan, Hbno., Hind.; Pey-^to-mati, Tam.; 
^ RH^iuk-cka, Tbl. ; Kiyi-si, BvKtt. > 

Common all over India. 

It has antibilious, febrifugal, and cathartic properties. 

, C. vulgaris, ScArad. 

*' Syn. —CucuRBiTA citrullus, Linn. 

Vera.— Tarbtisa, Bbno., Hind. 

Cultivated in Bengal and North-Western Provinces for its fruit. 

The seeds are used as a cooling medicine. 


CITRUS. 


Citrus Aurantium, Zt»s., Rutacks. 

' The Okangx. 

Vera.— Ifaranj, Arab.; Pem,} KamUnrmhu, Bbno.; Sangira, 

narangi, Hxm.} Kichili checku, Tam.; Canjanimma, Tel.; Tkau- 
ba-ya, Burm. 

Cultivated in most parts of India, but specially in Sikkim and Sylhet. 
The rind of the frait is bitter and aromatic. Oranges are said to be 
abripharmic and disinfectant, orange-water stimulating and refreshing. 
Orange poultice is recommended in skin afiections. 


C. medica, ZtffM. 

^ < Var. I. taedlca proper. 

The Citron ; Cedratier, Fr.; Cedro, It. 

Vtsa.—Bijaura, Hind. ; Btgpttra, Bkno. ; Vijapira, Sans.; Vtrej, otrej, 
Arab.; Twan;, Pees. 

Cultivated in many parts of India—Assam, Calcutta, Chota Nagpur, 
North-West India, Bombay; also in Persia. 

Citron rind is hot and dry and tonic; pulp cold and dry; seeds, 
leaves, and flowers hot and dry; juice refrigerant and astringent. ' 


.'Vex. a. Llsemnse. 

The Lemon. Lihonier, more generally Citronnier, Fr.p 
Limone, It.; CiTRONE, Germ. 



! 


Vera.— ^sra mmiu. Hind. ; Kama ntbu, Bbno. ; Oalambak, Arab.; Ka~ 
. «**»«*> Pers.; Uaka^jambira, Sans. ; KigisSmyM,-BvtM. 
Cultivated abundantly in the south of Europe; also cultivated in 
India. 

Citric acid is made of the fruit of this variety. There are three (rffi- 
cinal parts of the fruit: (i) the outer part oftherind; (a) the essential 
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oil of the rind j (3) the juice of the ripe fnirt. The rind is to 
be storaa^ic and carminative. Lemon oil is carminative in doses « from 
two to four drc^is. It has been arolied in some cases of ophthalmia, but 
with doubtful results. Lemon jufce is lyg-hly valued as an antiscorbutic 
and refrigerant j primarily antalkalin^ secondarily, antacid. It forms 
the best reme^ for scurvy, ^nd an excellent drink in fever and inflamma- 
toiy affections!; It has met with success in acute rheumatism, dysenteiy 
and diarrhcea. It also forms an antidote to acronarcotic poisons. 


Var. 2. \dda. 

The Souk Lius os India, . 

Vcrn,— Jambira, Sans, j JKmii, limoun, Arab.; Libu, nebu, Umbu, itimbu, 
Bcno,, Hind. t ^ • 

Grown in Burma and Bengal. • 

This variety yields the juice used medicinally. A pickle of the fruit 
is an ^ectual medicine for indigestion. 




Var. 4. Lh aet t a. 

The Sweet Lime oe India. 

Vera.— Mitha nthu, Beno,, Hind. ; Amnt.phai, Kumavn. 

Commonly cultivated in most parts of India and Burma. Indigenous 
in the Nilgiris. 


349 Claviceps putpurea, Takane, Fungi, 

The Ergot. 

Ergot is principally used on account of its specific action on the uterus 
in parturition. {Pharmacographia.) 


Clearing Nut. SerStrydusospotatornm, Zra»„LoGANUcES. 


CLEMATIS. 

^ Clematis nepalensis, DC., Ranunculaceu. 

• Vera. — Pawamte, birri, wandah. 

Found in the temperate Himalaya from Garwhal to Bhutan. 

In Kaniwar the leaves are said to act deleteriously on the skin. 


3 ? 


CLEOME. 

Cleome pmitaphylla. See Cynandropsia pentaphylla, DC., Cappa- 

RIDEJB. 


\C. vlscosa,Zra>i. 

Vera. — Hoor-hooria, Beno. ; Kubormominta, Telino j yatigli^ulvul, 
Dec. ; Nay-iadughu, Tam. 

Abundant throughout tropical and warm India, and the rest of the 
world. 

juice of the leaves is poured into the ear to relieve ear-ache, and 
the braised leaves are applira to the skin as a counter-irritant. The 
seeds are canninative. 
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CLERODEKDRON. 

Clerodendron infortunatum, £»>«., Vxrbenaczjc. 

Syn. — VOLKAMBRIA INFORTUNATA, Soxi. 

VtlU,—Bkant, bhat, HiND.i Chitu, N*PAt; KadungalJSSCi^Ki Lvkunak, 
Mbchi; Khaoung-gyet, Burm. • 

A pinkish-white flowered shrub conunon in waste fjlaces in the greater 
part of India and Burma, Gtrows ^egariously, fuming a dease under¬ 
vegetation, specially associated with the bamboo. On passing into fruit 
» the calyx becomes scarlet, and then even more attractive than when 
'covered with its fcetidly-scented flow^;3. 

^he whole plant is extremely bittf^ and the leaves ve considered 
an efficient anthelmintic* ^ 

,, C, swratum, Spreng. 

Veta, — Barangi, Hind. ; Chia, Nepal ; Yi, Lbpcha ; Bebya, haikyo, Buru. 

A blue flowered shrub common in theSub-Himalayan tract from the 
Sutlej eastward to the Khisia hills. South India, and Burma, 

Its root and leaves are officinal. 

C. Siphonanthus, R. Br. 

Vem.— Barangi, Hind, j BamanioHi, Beno. 

A large shrub with red calyx, white flowers, and blue berries, found in 
Kumaun, Bengal, and South India. 

Mr. Home says the wood is tied round the neck by the Bengalis and 
used as a charm against various ailments. {Gamble.) It is slightly bitter 
and astringent, and employed in syphilitic rheumatism, 

CLITORIA. 

Clitoria Ternatea, Linn., Lequhinosje. 

^ Veni. — Kalixer, visnuiranti, iava-thenthi. Hind.; Aparajita, Beno.; 

Asphota, atraiit^ nila ghiria, kkttme, Sans. ; Kijah, gokarn, BoM.; 

Kakianan-koai, Tam. 

A common garden flower, in eveiw hedgerow all over India. 

The root is a powerful cathartic like jalap, and has been recommended 
to be used along with other laxatives and diuretics in axites and enlarge¬ 
ments of the abdominal viscera. {l>ymock.) Ainslie recommends it 
in croup as an emetic, but CShaughnMsy, in Bengal Dispensatory, says 
“we have uSed the root extensively in order to test its alleged emetic 
effects, but have never observed their occurrence.” " We cannot recom¬ 
mend ” the use of this medicine. Moodeen SharifF is, however, much 
in favour of the root in the treatment of irritation of the bladder. The 
seeds are, however, more useful, and have gainecfa certain reputation in 
Europe as a safe medicine, emecially for children. The powclered sei^s 
are purgative and aperient. Combined with acid tartrate of iiotash and 
ginger they are administered in the same doses as jalap. Tnp inffision 
of the leaves is used for eruptions. Great care is necessary in freeing the 
name KaH-mirki, sometimes applied to the seeds <rf this plant, from being 
confused with the seeds of Ipoiuea bedencem (which see). 

"Cloves. See CaiyephylliM aronaticua, Linn., MtETACEA. 

Cnidium difTusuni. SeacUIndicmn, IT. & ./!., UHSEixmiRB. 
Coccinia indica. See Cgfludandra indica, Naud., CuamMTACKX. 
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coccums. 

l^k)ecablS .au ktUdUus , DC, Ste TiaoipOfa.*cotdiiidia« Miert^ Mkn»> 


FXSlfACIi^ 

yC. in^cus. Aaaaitte Cooddut, W. ^A. 

C. Leaeba, jDC. * 

VflhU— Vallir-iillar,parrMtH, v*kri. 

A large climber of the dry and arid zones, especially of West India f 
the Punjab,. Sind and the Carnatic. 

Stewart says the stems omn become as much as 3 or 4. feet in 
fprth, and that it is used in Sind ai^ Afghanistan in the treatment of 
intermittent fevers and as a substitute for Coccnlaa Indicna. 

C. palmatUS, See JatebrWaa pahaata, Miers. 

C. villosus, DC. 

Vem. — Hier, dier,/arid-iiH, Hind.; Kursan, tamir, Sind. 

A lar^e climber of the dry and arid zones, Sind, Punjab, Deccan, 
extending into Madras and Bengal. 

It possesses tonic properties. 


COCCUS. 

Coccus Cacti, Linn., Hemiptbra. 

The Cochineal Insect. 

Vera.— Sirmdttita, Bbng., Hind. 

This substance is the dried body of the female insect CecDX Cadi. It 
is imported from America and Central Asia, and also collected in small 
quantities in Rajputana and South India. 

It is supposed to possess anodyne and antispasmodic properties. 


COCHLEARIA. 

Cochlearia Armoracia, Litm., CzvarzaM, 

A herbaceous annual, cultivated in Europe and North America. 

The officinal product is imported into India and sold by European 
chemists. It is sdmulant, sudorific and diuretic. Externally applied it 
is an irritant. ^ 

COCHLOSPERMUM. 

,Codiiospermum Gosssrpiuin, DC., Bixineje. 

Syn. —Bohbax qossyfiuh. 

Vera. —KumU gabdi, galgttl, Hwd, i Gungu, hong, Tel,; TanaJm, ion- 
gillam, Tau. 

A small, deciduous tree in the forests at the base of the North-West 
Himalaya, from the Sutlej eastward. Central India, Deccan, Prome dis- 
trkSfin Burma. 

,^e gum which this tree yields hatira, is used as a demulcent in 
coughs. 






cocos. 

, Cocos nud&ra, Linn., PAuac. • 

Ths Cocoanut TwtK. 

Vtni.—^arel, nariyel, Hind.] NfoVtel, Bzna.t Urnna, iengt^ Tau 
N arikadam, Tbl. ; Ong, Burn, j Jadkiida, And. 

A pinnat^leaved palm cultivated throughout tropical India, parti* 
cularly near the sea-coast. • 

“ The green fruit is given as a refrigetant; the flowers as an astringent 
• and the ou is an excellent substitute for cod-liver oil." — (Amsterd. Cat.) 

Cod liver oil See Gadu Mooring jfnn., Pisces. . 

CODONOPSIS. 

Codonoj^is ovata. 5 irirWalilent>erga Roylel, LC., Campamulacxx 

Aitchison. in his Kuram Valley Flora [Linnaan Journal, XIX, 
p. 147), says : “ The roots and leaves of Codont^MiB are made into poul¬ 
tices and employed in the treatment of bruises, ulcers, and wounds." 
They are also eaten, raw or cooked, by the natives along with bread. 


COFFEA. 

. CoiTea arablca, Linn,, Rusucas. 

Coffee. 

"Vera.—Bun, kakwa. 

A shrub with thin grey bark, indigenous in Abyssinia and Soudan, 
cultivated since the fifteenth century in Arabia and introduced thence 
to India. It has been cultivated in many P^s of India, but on a large 
scale only in Mysore, Coorg, the Western Ghats, and Ceylon. 

It is used, like tea, as a stimulant all over the world. 


COLCHICUM. 

Colchicum autumnale, Linn., Lilucex. 

Officinal Colchicum ; Meadow Saffron. 

Grows in the meadows througljput Europe. Attempts have been 
frequently made to introduce several species of Colchlcua in India, 
but with very little success. Mr. Baden Powell Says that in the Punjab 
a ^ecies of Colchicma is known as Harantutiya. 

The fresh corm and the seeds of Colchicum are oflicinal. Their 
action is the same, the difference being in degree only; the flowers 
also have similar properties. "Colchicum acts as a stimulant on 
certain of the seething organs, thus, on the intestinal canal, by which 
it becomes cathartic and emetic; on the genitourinary organs as 
a diuretic; and on the liver as a cholaloque. As a consequence of 
this action a sedative effect follows, by which the heart’s action is diminish¬ 
ed. In improper doses it acts' as a powerful acro-narcotic poison. It is 
chiefly valued as a remedy in gout and acute rheunmtism and in other 
inflammatory affections. In i&^sies and in obstinate skin disAs^ it 
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has also been sometijnw used with advantagfe. Colchicum has likew^ 
been employed, but with -doubtful benefit, in numerous other diseases, as 
hysteria, chorea, whooping cough, chronic bronchitis, in the iithic or 
uric acid diathesis, obstinate constipation, gonorrhoea, speci^ly for the 
prevention of chordie, and for the expuSsion of tapeworm.”— 
and Trinunt.) 

Cokhicum vanegatum, Zinn. 

■ Vtsu.—Surinjantun, Hind., Pkrs.j Aahndi, Arab. 

I In tile Botanical Maeaeinc, t 1028, Planchon has figured and describ- 

I ed the plant which yields the Surinjan bulb, identifying it as a Colchicum, 
an (mnion which corroborates Sir W. O’Shaughnessy’s observations re¬ 
garding its medidnal propertie. See Hetiaodacfylua. 


COLEBROOKIA. 

Colebrookia oppositifolia, Sm., Labiatx. 

Vem.—Skaiardana, Trans-Ikdusj Dues, sampun, tuali, Iriali, Casuti. 
iarmera , Himalavak NAMES. 

A shrub with grey bark, common on the outer Himalaya, from the 
Indus to Bhutan, ascending to 4,000 feet. 

The leaves are applied to wounds and bruises. (Stemart.) 

COLEUS. 

Coleus aromaticus, ZentA., Labiats. 

'"'"-v^em.— PiUr^tkir, Bens. 

A native of the Moluccas, cultivated in gardens in many parts of 
India; has a pleasaat, aromatic odour and pungent taste. 

The plant is employed in Cochin China in asthma, chronic coughs, 
epilepsy and other convulsive affections. Dr. Wight says that the 
expressed .juice is a powerful carminative, given in cases of colic in 
children. When it is given in colic and dyspepsia, it has been found to 
produce intoxicating effects. 

Collodion. See under GosBypiuiB. 


COLOCASIA.* 

.Colocasia antiquorum, Schott., Aeoidsa. 

• Syn.— Arum Colocasia. •• 

Gkuya, aoois. Hind.; Kachcki, SajIs. ; 

Qulqds, Arab.; Skemakalengu, Tam.; Chema,TsL. 

Cultivated all over India on account of its corms, which are used as 
an important article of diet when boiled. 

The pressed juice of the petioles is styptic, and may be used to 
arrest arterial hoemorrhage. Dr. Bholanath Bose'reports very highly in 
favour of this property, and states that the wound heaU by first inten¬ 
tion after its applicabon. UPharm. Ind.) The sap of most species <rf tWs 
natural order possess acridity in the fresh state, but the active principle 
bein^latile they soon lose their action. They are, however, usedM 
extei;^ stimulants and rubrfadents by the natives. A poultice of tuka>. 
pavtn Beho., Plalia itntiotea, L., being regarded as useful in piles, 
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Ctdoqrath. Sie atrnUni. VUL08,1 

Colocynthis, Schrai . 

COLUTEiL 

Colutea nepalensiSi Sims., Leguuinoss. ^9 

The Bladder Senna, 

Vem,— Bria, Ladak. 

A shrub of the arid valleys of the inner Himalaya. 

The leaves of this plant are purgative and are used to adulterate oflS- 
cinal senna, ’^f 

.t 

COMBRETUM. 

Combretum nanum, Ham., CoMBREXACEat. 3^® 

Veni, —Dant Jdthi , N. W. P. 

A decumbent, low shrub of the Himalayan Teraifrom Sikkim to the 
Punjab. 

Mr, Baden-Powell mentions this plant among his medicinal plantsoi 
the Punjab. 


COMMELINA. 

Commelina obliqua, D&n., Comuelinacej:. 371 

Vtxa .— Kanjurd , iitna . Hind. * 

The root is useful in vertigo, fevers, and bilious affections, and as an 
antidote to snake-bites {Atkinson). • 

C. SCapiflora, Roxb. See Aneflenui tiberosa, Ham., Conuelinancea. 

Concssi Bark. See Holarrhena antidysenterica, Wall., Apocynacks. 

Coniumm aculatum, Linn., llMSELLiFERiE. 372 

Spotted Hemlock. 

Vem.— SJumkran , Akab.j Keerdamdna , Bom. 

Met with in Europe and temperate Asia; common in England, 

The leaves and the ripe fruit possess narcotic, anodyne and antispas- 
modic properties; in overdoses, poisonous. Usdul in coughs, rheumatic 
and neuralgic affections; both externally and internally in cancer; once 
highly esteemed as a valuable remedy for scrofula. An extract prepared 
of the juice of the unripe fruit is recommended as ^ local application to 
tumours. {Pharm. Ind. ; Dymock.) 


CONVOLVULUS. 

Conyolrulus arreosis, Linn., Convolvulacex. 

Vem. — VoriCO hiranpadi, Pb., Hind.; Hirn^ug, Sind. 

An abundant weed all over the plains of the Punjab, and to 10,000 
feet in the Punjab Himalaya. 

The officinal Itiranpadi appears to be this plant. The roots possess 
cathartic properties. « 
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^m^—P1>Pftu^g, ganik pdtfm, thd«i, Pb. 

k ccumittcm pUnl In many plaaes throughout the plains of Punjab, 
Hindustan ana Behar. • 

“ It is eaten by cattle and is reckoned cooling, and used as a vcgeta- 
We or given in sherbet.” (Stemirt,) 

» 

f,C. scammooia, Ltnn. 

‘ SCAKKONT. 

Vera .—JfaiMAlai (n, taimuma, Pb.j Bugmoonia, Hind., Sind, Asa?., 
Psaa t 

A climbing perennial, native of Syria, Asia Minor and Greece. Cul¬ 
tivated in some parts of India. ' 

The juice of the roots is employed as an active cathartic, generally 
with calomel and colocynth. It is very useful as an anthelmintic, espe¬ 
cially for children; 'also given in dropsy, torpor of the intestines, hypo¬ 
chondriasis and mania, and generally prescnbed in combination with 
other purgatives. Is said to produce abortion. Used locally and 
internally in scorpion stings. 

Copaiba or Copalva. 

An oleo-resin, obtained from several spedes of Copalfera, an American 
genus, imported into India. 

TWs substance is used as a stimulant, acting chiefly on the mucous 
membrane trf the genito-urinary organs. " In gonorrhoea it is a remedy 
of great value. It nas likewise been used with advantage in gonorrhceal 
rheumatism, leucorrhoea, hoemorrhoids, chronic cystitis, and in wonchorr- 
hcea, chronic bronchitis, and other lung affections attended with exces¬ 
sive secretion.” {Pharm, Itid.) 

Copper. St* Cuprum. 

Copper sulphate. Set Cnpnm. 


COPTIS. 

377 [.CoptiS Teeta, Wall., Ranvncolacea. 

CopTis, or Mishmi TIta. 

Vera. — Tlia, Ass.} Mahmira, Sind. 

Met with in Mishmi Mountains, east of Assam, in temperate regions. 

The dried root is recommended as a pure bitter tonic, usmul ir 
general _ debility, sconvalescence after fevers, nervous diseases, atonii 
dyspepsia, and in mild forms of intermittent fever. It has been fount 
to produce excellent results. 

First made known by Griffith during his Mishmi explorations. Then 
seems every reason to think that this plant would prove a most valuabli 
addition to our list of tonic medicines were the supply to be increased, si 
as to admit of its becoming better known. It is imported into the plain 
of India done up in small b^kets about the size of a hen’s egg. It is i 
remarkable fact that this, perh^s one of India’s best indigenous medi 
cinal^lants, should, up to the present day, be almost unknown botanic al 
ly: The plant has never been rfrcdlected from its wild state since lirs 
itsade known. 
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^onUlocatpus i^pjgau^ /., CvonKTicBA 

i^n.—B bvonia bfioaa, Rattl. 

Veni.— Akifgaddah, Hind., Dec. { GaUan-ievaH, aiMit-gonidun, 
Tah. ; Nagt donda, Tbi.j KotUm-MvadcukaHna, Mal. ; Aidjia-gtmt- 
da-ga(ide,KAy, • 

A plant met with in Pnnjab, Rawul Piiujee, Sind, Ciueratand Deccan 
Peninsula. _ • 

As an alterative tonic the plant is highly valued Iw the natives, who 
prescribe it in syphilitic cases and in dysentery. In Deccan it is known 
as a powerful remedy in 5nake<bite. (Pharm. Ind.) • 


399 ^ 


Coral Plant. See Jatn^lu nuiItiiUa, Zinn., EuphOkbiacea, 
CORCHQR^S. 

Corchorus Antichorus, Rausch., Tiliace/e. 

Vem«— Baphilli, kirand, bopkaili, bahiphalli, balmna, Pb. 

A common plant wild in the Southc rn Punjab. 

The plant is rubbed down and given as a cooling medicine. I^ves 
are emollient. Infusion used as a fever drink. 




C. capsularis, Linn. 380 

Used indiscriminately with C. oKtoiina; generally known in Bengal • 
as ghi-nalitha-fat. 

,C. fasdcularis, Lam. .. .. 381 

Vtttt.—Hirankhori, bkanphalll, Bum. ; Junghpat, bil-iutltla, Beno. • 

The whole plant is very mucilaginous, astringent and restorative. 

'C. olitorius, Zmff. 382 

Jute. 

Veni.— Pat, kashta, Beng.; Perath-kirai,'X\u.} Parinta, Tel.; Ban- 
phal, N. W. P. & Pb. 

It is extensively cultivated in Bengal. 

The leaves and tender shoots are eaten, and in the dried state known 
as nalita; they are used in infusion by the natives as a domestic medi¬ 
cine, being tonic and slightly febrifuge, and hence used as a fever drink. 

, C, trilocularis, Linn. 383 

Venu —Kuri chunit, Boh. The seeds Rajorjtra. • 

A small annual plant, appearing in the rains along with C. oBtotina, 
from which it is distinguished by its longer leaves, trilocular capsule and 
small seeds. 

Dr. Dymock says in Bombay the*seeds of this species, “ which are 
bitter, are ^ministered m doses of about 8o grains in /ever and obstruc¬ 
tions of the abdominal viscera.” 


CORDIA. 

- Cordia Myxa, Linn., Boraginex. 

Veni. — tasora, bhokar, Gondi, Hind.; Dibh, Arab; Sugpittan, Pbbs. ; 
Bokari, bukui, boko-dari, Beng.; Nmut, Lepcha; Vidt, Tam.; 
Tkantt, Burn. 

A small tree on the Sub-Himalaya from the 'Chenab to Assam, 
ascending to 5,000 fe^; also common on the mountains d Boigal, 
Burma, Centra and South India. • 
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The fruit, Sebertan, is officinal and ^ven for coughs. It is veiy mud- 
la^nous, and the mucilage of the ^it is demulcent and used in 
diseases of the chest and urethra, and also as an astringent gargle. The 
kernels are a good remedy for .ringworms. The bark is a mild tonic. 
{LindUy: Ain^U.) e 

/Gordia obUqua, waii. ‘ 

Syn.—C. LATirOLfA, Roxh. 

,-Veni. — Chk 6 ti 4 iu 6 ri, chkSti-laAaat, Hind. ; Ckkoto-htAnairi, Bbno. t 
iiokkatab, Arab. ; Sugpittan, Pers. ; Spim-rutruvUi, Tam. ; Ckinna- 
, botku, Tel. ; Tana, ianuti, Burh. 

Found in Western Indi^, from the Punjab and Hindustan to tey- 
lon. 

llietruit is used as an expectorant and astringent. * 

386 C. Rothii, Rem. & Sch. 

Sya.—C. ANousTiroLiA, Roxb. 

Vcm. — Gondi, gtmdtU, Hind. ; Liar, tiii, Sind j Narvilli, Tam. 

A small tree of the dry zones of North-West and South India. 

The decoction of the bark possesses astringent properties and is used 
as a gargle. 

387 C. restita, Hook.f. 6 - T. T. 

* Vent.— Kvmbi, karnk, Pa ; Kum ^aimin, pin, indak, fhinta, ajanta, 

bairula, btruUt, HlND. 

A small tree of the sub-Himalaya, the fruit of which is used similarly 
to the preening, and when ripe is an article of food; it is considered better 

than t^t of C. Myxa. 


CORIANDRUM. 

Cotlandnun sativum, Linn ., Umbelufekx. 

Coriander 

WtnL—Dkanyaka, SanS.; Z)Aama, Beno., Hind.; Kueharak, kurbuxah, 
Arab, j Kushnix, Pers. j KotamaUi, Tam.j Danyolut'Cas..} Nau-nau, 
Burm. 

Cultivated all over India. 

The medicinal properties attributed to this plant are many,—name¬ 
ly, carminative, refrigerant, diuretic, tonic, and aphrodisiac. The dried 
fmit and the volatile oil are used as an aromatic stimulant in colic. The 
seeds are chewed to correct fo\}I breath. 


CORIARIA. 

Coriaria nepalentis, Wall., CoRiARiEis. 

Vem.— JfasvW, Hind.} Raselwa, arckarru,p<^erra, Simla t Bkd- 

Jinsi, Nepal. 

A deciduous shrub or small tree of the outer Himalaya from the 
Indus to Bhutan, ascending to 8,000 feet in the North-West, and to 
i-Tietx> feet in Sikkim. 

Leaves are used' to adulterate senna, and acts as a poison in large 
doses. The fruit is said to produce symptoms like tetanus. 
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CORYDALIS. 

^Coiydalis Govanianat Wail^ Fuhariacu. 

\tni.—Bhutki». 

Found in the Western Himalayas, altitude being 8,000 to 13,000 feet 

The roots contain a prindple, Cordalia. Sir W. C^Shat^noMy rs> 
commends them to be tried as a tonic and antipeiiodic. {^harm. 

Cramosa, Wall. ^ 

Dr. Aitchieon, in his Flora of the Kurant Valley tfAnneean Journal 
XlXj'Page 145), says that in Kuranf this common Himalayan scramb¬ 
ling annual is employed medicinally by the natives in the treatment of 
eye diseases like all other plants with yellow sap. It is called mamirdn. 
It would be interesting to know if this plant is used medicinally in 
other parts of the Hinulaya. 


CORYLUS. 

Coiylus Avellana, Linn., CuFULinits. 

The Europkan Hazel. 

Vera.— Findai, bindak. Hind, j Chalgota, Pers. 

Found in England, France and eastward to the Caucasus and Asia 
Minor. 

The nut yields oil, used for coughs, &c. It is tonics stomachic and 
aphrodisiac, 

C. Colurna, Linn. 

Vtta.—Umi, winri, thangi, Jangi, tharli, ban pilu, ka^an, ckatia 
badam, Hihalayan names. 

A moderate-sued tree of the North-West Himalaya, between 5,500 
and 10,000 feet. 

The nuts are not uncommon in drug-sellers’ shops, being considered 
tonic. 


COSCINIUM. 

Cosdnium fenestratum, CoUbr., Menisperhaceji. 

Vera.— Jar-ke-haldi, Hind., Dec. } MaramunjH, Tam. j Manipua- 
supu, Tel. ; Darvi, Sans. (Ainslie); Darvi, Sans. (U, C. Dutt) 
for Betberis sp. 

Western Peninsula, Central and South India; Malacca, Singa¬ 
pore, Ceylon. 

Ainslie says:— ”Maramunjil\& the Tamil name of a round, yellow- 
coloured, bitterish root, common in the bazar, about one inch in circumfer¬ 
ence, employed in preparing certain cooling liniments for the head, 
and is also used as a yellow dye j it is brought from the mountains, but 
1 ^ve endeavoured in vain to ascertain the plant.” At present the root is 
extensively used in the hospitals of the Madras Presidency as an efficient 
bitter tonic. 
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Economic Products of India. 



COSTUS. 


Costus Arabicus* See SanMosea hypoleaca, Spreng,, Scitakiksa 
C. spedosus, Sm. 

~JCutt,ktu,Bw(i. (!’’R<»<burgh). 

The root is eiven ai a depurative and aphrodisiac. There se^s, how¬ 
ever, to be mucn confusion with this plant and the supposed Coabia of the 
anciCnts, AncfclantBa Coatna, Falc., now reduced to Sanaanraa Lappa, 
C. B. Clarke: a member ci the Compoaito* Both apparently bear,the 
vernacular name of Kusi. ^ 




C(JTULA. 

Cotula antbemoides, Linn., CouposiTii. 

VertL — Bahuna, Pb. ,• Baboona, Hind. 

This plant would appear to grow in the eastern part of the Punjab 
plains. 

It furnishes part of the officinal babuna, which is heated with oil and 
applied externally in rheumatism, &c. 


CRATiEVA. 

Tffj ;Cratatva religiosa, Forst., CAPPAaiDjiK. 

Vetn. — Brarna, Mlasi, bila. Hind.; Barun, tiitashai, Beko, } Maralin. 
gam, Tam, ; Utkia, urumaiti, Tel. ; Kadit, kaial. Burn. 

A moderate-sised, deciduous tree of the Sub-Himalayan tract from the 
Ravi eastward, Bengal, Assam, Central and South India, and Burm^ 

“ The bark of the stem and root of this plant form the principal 
medicine for calculus affections. It is said to promote the appetite, 
increase the secretion of the bile, act as a laxative, and remove disorders 
erf the urinary organs.” [U.C.Dutt.) “In Bombay the leaves are used 
as a remedy for swelling of the feet, and a burning sensation in the soIm 
of the feet.” {Dymock). An infusion of the fresh or dried leaves is 
slightly bitter and aronwitic, and possesses stomachic properties. 

C. Tapia, Linn. 

Garlic Pkar. 

Veen.—Birmi, kurtean. Hind., Mas.] Varvunna, Sans. ; Buma, Pb. 

Met with in Bundelcund„ Rajputana, Assam, Burma and Bengal. 
It is also found in the east of the Punjab. . o t. 

The bark is bitter and tonic. The juice of the bark is used m South 
India in intermittent and typhus fevers. 


CRINUM. 

399. Crlnutn asiaticuin, W. tadcarinia, fferb., AHAKTLLiDsa. 

Vent.— Chindar, kanttal,pindar, kanmu. Hind, j Sookkdartan, Bbno. 

' Grows in the krw humid localities in Bengal, Konkan, and other 
parts of India. 

••ly-' The fresh root of the plant is emetic; in small doses JliftScantand 
diaphoretic.. 





MeMdnes. 


CPart'^ 

I CBCF^ 

CROCUS. 


>Crocu8 asAivns, LtHH., Iudzs. 400 

Saffron. 

VetXU — Kunkum, SaNS. j Jaffa*, Bbno.*; Kesar, gajrait, Hind. ; Zaafa- 
fin, Arab., Pers. ] Kungumapu, Tam. ; SufUtum apave, Tel. ; Tkan- 
not, Burm. 

This is chiefly brought from Persia and Kashmir. * 

As a medicine it is used in fevers, melancholia, and enlargement of 
the liver. It has also stimulant and stomachic properties, is highly 
thought of as a remedy for catarrhal affections of children, and is used in 
certain Indian dishes to give them a, color. Mullahs (priests) make a 
kind ^ ink with this substance wim which they write charms. {Dr, 
Emerson). 


CROTALARIA. 

Crotalaria Burhia, Hamit., Lrguhinosac. 

Vent.— Sis, sassi, meini, polo, khippi, hula, khep, kkip, bkala, bui, I 
latttia, khttfsan kauriala, Pb. I 

Sind and Punjab, in sandy plains, ascending to 4,000 feet j Cambay I 
in the desert region. 

The branches and leaves are used as a cooling medicine. 

^C. junceOi Linn. 

Indian Hemp or Sun Hemp. 

Vera.— Sun, Beno., Hind. ; Janab-ka-nar, Dec. 1 Jenappamar, Tam. j 
Jenapariutra, Tel. ] Pau, Burm. 

Extensively cultivated all over India. 

Seeds of the plant are used to purify the blood. 

C. medicaginea, Lamk. 

Vera.— GuXM, Pb. 

Officinal in Punjab and sold in the baziCrs under the name guldbi. 
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CROTON. 

Croton caudatus, Mull .- Arg ., Euphorbucbjb. 

Sya.—C. DBUFACEUM, Roxb. 

Vera.— iVan 6Aantiir, Beno. ; TailcAaifil, Lebcha) Wusta,XJtLn\. 

A large, straggling shrub of Bengal, Assam, Burftia,and South India, 
chiciW on the banks of tanks. 

Mr. Hume says the leaves are applied as a poultice to sprains. 

C. Eluteria, Bennett. 

Cascarilla. 

Indigenous in the Bahamas. 

The Dark has aromatic, tonic, and bitter properties. It is used in 
the form of infunon in genersd debility, atonic dyspepsia, and the 
advanced stages of diarrhcea and dysentery. Formerly employed in 
intesnaittoit ievars. Imported into India and prescribed chieflyaby 
Euitlfie8||physicians. 
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JSanomie ProdmH of ludiOi 


406 Croton obiongifolitts, Roxh^ and C Patans, Hm. 

Hie seeds <i these spedes are pnrgative, 

407 /C Lim. 

Th* Fukgikg CaoTOK. 

Van.— Brno. ; yanuleota. Hind, j ^ari^ala. Sans, j ttaUm^ 
nUaHn, Arab. ; '^Nenaam, Tam. j Ntpala-wttyiu, Tbu j Kanakho, 
Burn. 

A'-snall tree cultivated in many parts of India and Burma. 

The seeds are used as a powmul drastic purcfative, and the oil is 
r^arded as a valuable medicine. In overdoses they act as an acronar- 
cotic poison. When externdily applied th^ act as stimulant and rube- 
l^ient. rCroton oil is said to possess powerful hydrago^ue , cathartic 
properties. It acts externally a^rubefacient and counter-irritant. It is 
ustiul in dropsy, obstinate constipation and apoplexy. 

Crown Bark. Set Onchoaa Co n da n ii n ea, Hum]., Rubiacex. 
CROZOPHORA. 

49B ^rozophora plicata, Mnii.^rg., Euphosbiacesc. 

Vein. — P%tt kanda, nilikanii, Pb. 

It occurs sparingly in the plains of the Central and South Punjab; 
The ashes of the root are given to children for cough. The leaves are 
considered depurative. The seeds are used as purgative. 

409 C. tinctoria, MO.ll.rArg. 

* Vent.— Tappal iuti, nilam, kukrenda, Pb. 

Common in the Central, South, and West Punjab, where it is said to 
be used as a medicine. 

Cubeba officinalis, Miq. Set Hper Cobdia, Linn., Fipxracea. 

CUCUMIS. 

4x0 Cucumis Melo, Linn., Cucurbitacilx. 

Ths Melon. 

Vem. — Kharbuta, Hind.; Kharmuj,B eko.-, Baarulqissia, Arab.; Tukkme- 
Mfyor, Pers.; VeUari-mrai,TAU.\ Stulampandu, Tel.; Takhvasi, Burk. 

Extensively cultivated in the North-Western _ Provinces M. A. De 
Candolle, in his recent work on the origin of cultivated plants, indicates 
North-West Ifidia, Beluchistan, and perhaps also west tropical Africa, 
as the countries where the Melon seems to have existed in a wild state. 

The seeds are opposed to be a cooling medicine. They are edible, 
nutritive and diuretic, and used in painful discharge and suppression 
of urine. This may in fact be ssud of all the species of Cucuois indicated; it 
seems doubtful if medicinally th^ are distinguished. 

4XX C. Melo, Linn./orma, 

* Vanj—Phut, orpkunt, iocAra (when unripe). Mi, Hiim.f Pkuti, Brno.: 

Kakarikm, Tam.; Ptddorkai, Tel. 

Commonly cultivated in Lowo' Bengal. 

. ,The seeds are used as a cooling medicine. The fruit is cylindrical and 
qmte smooth, and when ripe bursts spontaneously. It is about i foot to 
a feet long and 3 to 6 inches in diameter. The seeds are smaller than 
th&e of the true Mdon [Duthie and Fuller.) 



M«dtcints. 


Roxbur^ says:—"The fruitis much eaten by natives and Europeans 
when young they are a good substitute for the common cucumber, and 
when ripe (after bursting spontaneously) with the addition of a little s^ga^ 
thqr are little inferior to the M#lon, and reckoned very wholesome.” 






BITA. 


Cucutnis MelOf Linn, forma, n tilMn i nl . , 

Syn.—C. DTiLissmus, RmA. * 

Vem.—AT aW, lukri reH, N, W. P. , 

Roxburgh says of this plant: "This appears to me to be by far the 
most useful species of Cncnnds that I know; when little more than grown, 
they are oblong, and a little downy. In this state they are pickled; when 
ripe tlwy are about as large as an ostrich’s egg, smooth and yellow; 
when cut they have much tlje flavour/rf the melon, and will keep good for 
several months if carefully gathered without being bruised and hung up; 
they are also in this stage eaten raw and much used in curries by natives.'* 
"The seeds, like those of other cucurbitaceous fruits, contain much 
farinaceous matter, blended with a targe proportion of mild mI; the 
natives dry and grind them into meal, which they employ as an article 
of diet; they also express a mild cni from them, which they use in food, 
and to burn in lamps. Experience, as well as analogy, prove these 
seeds to be highly nourishing and well deserving of a more extensive 
culture than is bestowed on them at present.” 


C. sativus, Litm. 4x3 

The Cucvhbkr. 

Syn.—C. Habcwickii, RoyU. 

VatL—KHra, Hind.; Sosa, Bind.; Sukua, Sans. ; Uuknthri, Tau.; 

Data-kaia, TxL. 

There seems no doubt that the original home of the cucumber was in 
North India (f. c. DC- VOrig., PL Cult.) Its cultivation in India can 
at least be traced to very anaent times. 

There are many varieties, one a creeping plant cultivated in the fields 
during the hot season, another a climber cultivated in homesteads 
during the rains. The rainy season varieties have much larger fruits and 
are more like the English cucumber. Thefruit is extensively used as food. 

A curious variety to which Royle gave the specific name of C. Hai^- 
wickii is found growing wild on the Himalaya at low elevations. This 
is the air alu of Kumaun, and the pahari indraydn of the plains {Duthie 
and Fuller). The seeds possess cooling properties. They are also used as 
diuretics. 


C. trigonus, Roxh. 

Syn.—C. FSKUDO^OLOCYNTHIS, R<^lt. 

Vem.— BislimU, bulambhi, jangH-inddriyan, Hind. ; KMtut-tuiHatH, 
Tam. ; Adavipuch-cha, Txl. 

Met with throughout India. 

Supposed to possess the purgative properties of Colocynth. 


CUCURBITA. 

Cucurbita Gtrullus, Linn. See CUnUluM nlgub, Sekrad,, Cvcm- 

BITACES. 

C. lag^ttiaria, Linn. See Lageoada nlgatia, £i»». 
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4x6 


yCttcurHta maxima, Puckesne. 

Squash Goukd. 

Vera.— Mitia iadu. Hind, j SitphtirS-Umra, Bbno. j PusMinU-iay, Tah. | 
Tbl. 1 Bhmiepha-young, BuRU. 

CultivatecLsU over IndiJ for its fruit, 

Tlie seeds are used faedicinally. The oil is used as a nervine tonic. 

[C. PejM, DC. 

The PojjpKiN. 


Syn.—C. Pkpo. RaA, included this plant (the Pumpldnlt as wcB as 
Benilicaaa ceritoa, Savi, the White Melon. 

Vera.— ATswara, Hind., B*no.'» Arab., Pers. * 


Cultivated throughout India. The following may be given as the 
characters which on comparison will be found to separate this plant from 
Braisauaceriferaflowers large, solitary; corolla hardly cut 
half-way down into 5 petals; stamens 3, inserted low down in the calyx; 
anthers connate. 

The seeds are supposed to possess anthelmintic properties. The Phar- 
macopceia of India advocates trials of these seeds being made. 
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CUMINUM. 

Cumioum Cyminum, Linn., Uubelliferx. 

Veni.—Zirif, Hind. ; 7«roiia, Sans.; y>rd, Bens.; Kamin, AtuB.s Rird, 
Pees. ; Siragam, Tam. ; firaka, Tel. 

Extensively cultivate in Rajputana and other parts of Upper India. 
As a medicine cumin seeds are considered aromatic, carminative, and 
stimulant. They are also stomachic and astringent and useful in dys¬ 
pepsia and diarrncea. 



CUPRESSUS. 

Cupressus semperrirens, Linn., Cokifeeb. 

Cyfbbss. 

Vetn.— Jarif, saris. Hind. 

A tall tree cultivated in gardens in Afghanistan and North India, 
sometimes reaching 6 to 9 feet in girth, ana 70 to too feet in height. 
Wood and fruit are r^arded as astringent and anthelmintic. 


4x9 


CUPRUM. 

/Cuprum. 

Copper. 

Vera. — Tauiak. Hind., Dec. ; Tamra, Beno^ Sans. ; Nokis, Arab. ; ifis, 
Pers. ; Skenbi, Tam. ; Rdf^, Tel. ; Kaiye^i, Burn. 

The Sulphate of Copper is used medicinally as a tonic and astringent, 
and in large doses as an emetic. This is an irritant poison. It is largely 
u8e4Jn chronic dysentery, diarrhcea, epilepsy, chorea and hysterii 
LocaSy it is applira in solution in gonorrhora, leucmrhcea, purulent 
ophthalmia, weu ulcers^ superficial hmmorrhage, and, in substance, to 
cagicrum oris, aphthous ulcerations, exuberant granulationsf, and granulv 
fphatin.lnd.) 





Medicines. 




CURCULIGO. 

Curculis^ orchioides, Gaertn. See H^pozlt oidib^et, Amaktuisks. 

Most authors refer the native medicinal tuber known in the Punjab 
as mmslf siyih to this plant {Atkinson), but Stewart s^s it is obtaine<' 
from AnUeaa taberoeaf Ham, In Bengal this tuber is generally know 
as Tal-lura. 


CURCUiy^. 

/ Curcuma Amada, Roxb., Scitamineac. ^ 420 

Mango Ginger. • • 

Vtta.—Am~haldi, Hiuv.jKarpura-karidra, Sans.; Amada, Beno.; Am-U- 
te-ii-adral, Dec, ; Sfamidi-^ilUm, Tel, 

Found wild in Bengal and on the hills. 

Regarded as cooling medicine, useful in prurigo. Roots are also em¬ 
ployed as carminative and stomachic. 

C. asgustifolia, Roxb. 

Wild or East India Arrowroot. 

Vem.—niAKT, Hind,; Dec. ; ArarihkiJianitu.'XKM.t 

Ararut-gaddalu, Tel. 

“ The wild rhizome called Tikhur is found in the hills, samples of 
which have been received from Palamow and the Central Provinces,”— 
[Amsterd. Cat.) Flowers are described by Voight as being bright 
yellow with a purple tuft. They expand in the morning and wither 
away at night of the same day. The tubers are rqiortea to be used 
medicinally. 


- C. aromatica, Saltsb. 423 

Wild Turmeric ; Yellow Zedoary ; Cochin Turmeric. 

Syn. —Curcuma Zedoaria, Roxb. 

VettL—Junglidialdi, ban-haldi, ban^karidra. Sans., Hind. ; Ban-halud, 

Beng.; Ran hold, kanchord. Bom. j KastwrUmanjal, Tam.; Kastttri 
pastipa, Tel.j Kiydsanoin, Burm. 

The round, short rhizomes of this plant are of a pale yellow colour, and 
possess at all times an agreeable fragrant smell and a warm aromatic 
taste. 

Used medicinally, being regarded as tonic and carminative. They 
also hold an important place in nativejierfumery,* 

rC, longiE, Roxb. 4^3 

Turmeric. 

Vtia,—HiUdi, Hind. ; Halad, Beng. ; Haridra, Sans, ; Kurkum, ooru. 
kesdfvr,ARAh.; Zardrchoba, Pers. ; lianjal, Tam.; Pasupu, Tel. 

Turmeric ls“extensively cultivated all over India fes- its rhizomes. It 
is the well-known haUi universally used as a condiment with curry-stuffs, 
and one of the most profitable of crops. The average net profit on an 
acre of turmeric is about Rs. 31 {Aiktnson). 

It is used as a stimulant in native medicine; externally applied in 
pains and bruises, and internally administered in disorders of the blood. 

Its use as an external applicant in bruises is perhaps its most frequent 
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medBciaal s^licatlon. The iresh juke Is said to be an anthelmintic. 
Th^famesoldieburninf root are also regarded as useful in the treat* 
ment of corysa, and in decoction ^hw are also applied to relieve catarrh 
and purnlent ophthalmia {Aikinson). • 

Ap^te made of the flowers is used in ringworm and other para* 
sitic sun disefses. * 


Curcuma rubescens, Roxh. 

Yftlds an excellent starch, which is a good substitute for arrow*root. 
{Veighft Hort. Suburb. Ccicut., page ^64.) 

1>C. ZedouiSL, Rostot (noft-^oxi.). 

Ths Long and the RotDto Zedoa^y. * 

Sjn. —C, Zbbumbbt, Xoxb. 


Vera. — Xachura, Hind.; Sati, short, iachttr, Sans,, Beng. ; ZttranabAd, 
Ahab. ; Kathir, Pbrs. ; Kachora, Bom.; KechrchUicMdi^iangu, Tgl.; 
KichlU ^ adda l a , Tbl,; 7Aa»M-spm, Burm. 


Found wild in moist forests. 

The rhizomes possess aromatic, stimulant, and carminative proper* 
ties. Employed in native practice as a stomachic, and also applied to 
bruises and sprains. 

Zerumbet, Roscoe {non-Roxh). 

Vtatt—Baoh, moha~biiri-buch, Bbng. 

The rhizomes of this plant are warm and aromatic, and are largely 
used in native medicine. 


CUSCUTA. 

rCuscuta reflexa, Roxb., Contolvulacex. 

The Dodder. 

\ettL—H<ildi-algusi4utta, algusi, Bbng.; Nila tart, niradJtdr, aarhiti, 
Pb. Bazar names for seed Aios-ir/, li/ifimiin, Hind., Pb.; Akao- 
pawan, atnarssel, Dec. 

An extensive herbaceous climber, germinating in the soil, but be¬ 
coming parasitic on the trees on which it is met with, often covering 
them to such an extent as to become injurious, if not to cause death, n 
is chiefly met with ^on Zizyphna, Adhatoda, Ficus, &c. The flowers are 
sweetly scented. The seeds are regarded as carminative, and for this 
purpose are boiled and placed over the stomach; they are also applied as 
an anodyne. A cold infusion is given as a depurative. They constitute 
part of the Kasus or purgative medicine sold in the Punjab. {Stewart.) 
The native doctor* of Sind and the Punjab r^ard the se^ of this 
plant as alterative used along with Sarsaparilla to purify the blood. The 
natives having observed that the plant severs its connection from the 
earth, and nOt having discovered the existence of parasitic roots, viewing 
the attaching suckers most probably as accidental, have a proverb that 
he who finds the roots of this plant will become possessed with bound¬ 
less wealth and of the power of invisibility, {Murray.) It is probable that 
the seeds of Canytha flUfornda, lAnn., are sold and used indiscrimi- 
natdy.with those of this plant under the vernacular name of Akat-bel. 

Cuaparia bark. Set GaUpea Cui^aiia, St. Hil., Rvbuceji. 

♦ 

-DC** Rosaceje* 
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CVAliOPSIS. 

C^asu^s psonUobles, DC., LBGuxorosa, 

Vem.— GouJr, Hind, 

Cultivated in the North-West Provincei as a rain crop. It is a robust, 
erect annual, 2 to 3 feet high. * 


CYANANTHJ^. 

Cyanaathus, sp. Cakfanulacex. 

▼em.— Murra , Pb. * * 

“A plant with pretty blue flowers,growing at 10,000 to 12,000 feet in 
Chumba. 

“The calyces are eaten, being mawkish-sweet, and are said to be good 
for asthma.” (Stewart Pb. PI.) 
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CYBIUM. 

Cybium Commersonil, Cuv. 6f Val. 

Seik Fish, 

The oil might be used like cod or shark liver oil. 

Cycas Rumphii, Miq., Ctcadacejk. 

Syn. —C. ciRCINALtS, Willd.; Roxb. FI. Ind. Hi, 144. 

VtXa.—Mongtain, Bubii. 

An evergreen palm-like tree in the forests of South Tenasserim and 
the Andaman Islands, often cultivated in South India. 

“The wood yields a good quality of sago or starch; the seeds are in 
Ceylon made into flour. F.xudes a good sort of resin, which is applied 
to malignant ulcers, and which excites suppuration in an incredibly short 
time. (Kure.) 

CYDONIA. 

'Cydonia vulgaris, Pers., Rosace*. 

The Quince. 

Sys.— Pysus Cydonia, Linn. 

Vem.— Biki, Hind. ; Bamtsunt, banifutu, Kashmir. 

Cultivated in Afghanistan and the North-West Himalayas up to 
5,500 feet. 

The seeds act as demulcents, and are used by the natives in diar¬ 
rhoea, dysenteiy, sore throat, and fever. The dried fruit is used as a 
rrfrigerant. "The sweet and sub-acid quinces are commonly catenas a 
fruit by the Arabs and Persians, and are considered tonic, cmhalic, and 
cardiacal; they are also eaten baked. The leaves, buds and bark of the 
tree are domestic remedies among the Arabs on account of their astrin¬ 
gent properties. In India they areconsidered cold,moist, and slightly 
astringent, and are one of the most popular remedies in native practice, 
the mucil^e being prescribed in coughs and bowel complaints as a 
demulcent; externally it is applied to scalds, bums and blisters.” 
(Dymock.) * 
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Etonemic Prddmcis of India. 
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,l^ 71 BbCi> 0 gOll dtratum, DC. Set Aitdi«tP<^:o(i«iintas, DC., Gxa- 

' UK&S. 

C. laoigW, Def. See Aadtoposoft Dtsf, 

C. Martini, Munro, See t^dn^ioaaii g /'twnafU’tmf j Ltnn. 

C. Naidus, Linn, •Sr^Hadropogoa Naidai^ Linn. 

f 

.^YNODON. 

I^Cynodon Dactjdon, P<fr.r.,''GRAiinrxiE. 

CifxEPIKe CyNODON. o 

Sya.—A orosus CvNosUKtoiDBS in Baden-PoiaelVs Punjab Products, 

VetlL— Durva, Sans. ; Durba, Bbng. ; Hariali, Dbc. { Arugam-puUu, 
Tam.; Garikadtasuvu, Tel. 

Grows in moist places throughout India, being, perhaps, the most 
abundant and most useful grass ol India. 

" The juice of the green ^^ss is considered a good remedy for 
dysentery.”— {Amtierd. Cat). The decoction of the roots and the young 
leaves is useful in fever. 

CYNOGLOSSUM. 

Cynofflossum mlcranthum, Dee/., Boraginm. 

Vm.—Naairii, Pb. 

Found in North India and the Himalaya, altitude 1,000 to 8,000 feet, 
from Kashmir to Bhutan and Pe^ j common. 

The plant is officinal in Punjab. 

CYNOMETRA. 

Cynometra ramiflora, Linn., LsauHiNosiE. 

Vtn.—lr^a, Mal. 

Found in Malabar. 

The root is purgative. A lotion is made from the leaves boiled in 
cow’s milk, which, mixed with honey, is applied externally in scabies, 
leprosy, and other cutaneous diseases. An oil is also prepared from the 
scMs, used for the same purpose .—Rheede {Drury U. P.) 


CYPERUS. 

437 |Cyperus pertentiis, Roxb., Cypkrack*. 

Sya. —Mariscus Cypbrus. 

Van.— Nligar-mitha. Hind.; Beng.; Soad«-iM, Arab.; 

Mudtifoamen, Pkrs. ; Nigarmotak, Dec. ; Muttak-kdck, Tam. 
ga-gaddcda vtm, Tel. ; Vomon^iu, Burm. 

A delicate, slender grass, met with in damp places in Bengal, Oudh, 
and rare in the Punjab. 

Thefobt is officinal, and considered cordial, stomachic, and desiccant, 
and is used for washing the hair. Also regarded as diaphoretic and 
dbtretic. ^ 

»g8 . 5 



Medicines* 


^Cypeiiis rotundas, Linn. 

Syn*—C. HEXASTACHVOS, HoxT), 

Vern.— Mutka, Bkno., Hind, ^ Kart-ttjhmr, Dec. ] Koray, Tam. j SkMta- 
tungu-viru, Tel. • 

Found in moist places. . • . 

Roots are used medicinally as a diaphoretic and astringent. Stimu* 
lant and diuretic properties are also attributetf to them. They are further 
d^cribed as vermifuge. In native practice, they are held in great esteem 
as a cure for disorders of the stomach and irritation of the bovi%ls. 

. / 

CYTISUS. 

C]rtisus scoparius, Linn,, LKGUM*osa. 

A common shrub in Great Britain, occasional^ to be seen in the 
gardens at hill stations in India. 

A decoction made from the fresh and dried tops is diuretic and mildly 
laxative. The medicine is imported into India and sold by all druggists. 


DJEVLIA. 

- Daemia extnisa, R. Br., AsctEPtADEiE. 

Vem.— Utran, Jutut, Hind., Dec.; Chhdgvl~bati, Beno.j Vilip'^aruUi, 
uttamani, Tam.; jittupiltu, gwrti-chettv, Tel.; HMa-kiratige, Kan. 

A twining, shrubby plant, found wild in Bengal and in the Himalaya 
(from Darjeeling to Nepal), and one of the commonest weeds in the 
Deccan. 

The plant has emetic and expectorant virtues, and is extensively 
employea by the natives in the diseases of children. 


DALBERGZA. 

.Dalbergia Sissoo, Roxb., Leguminosjk. 

The Sissoo. 

Vem.— Sisam, sisu, sissai, Hind.; shhu, Brno. ; Tali, safedar, Pb.; Sissai, 
Oudh; Nuiiu^attai,yette,TAM.; Sissu-iarra, Tel.; Sasam, sasem, 
Arab. 

A large, deciduous tree of the Sub-Himalayan tract, from the Indus 
to Assam, ascending to 3,000 feet. 

The raspings of the wood are officinal, being considered alterative. 

Dammar, Black. See Canarium atrictniB, Roxb., Bueseraces. 

Dammar, White. See Valeria Indka, Linn., Dipterocarpe*. 

Dandelion. See Taraxacnn officinale, Wiggers., Composite. 

DAPHNE. 

Daphne Mezereum, Linn., Thymelieacka 
Vem— 

The "Mexereum,” with deciduous leaves, is a well-known European 
shrub. 
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itSBA. 


The bark it alterative and sudorifkt ttsfiful in venoreal, scrofulous 
and iheumatic diseases. This is said by Murray to be common in the 
Punjab Himalaya, and cultivated in gardens as an ornament^ shrub. 
It may be cultivated, but is certainly not a wild plant, on the Himalaya. 

Daphne mucronata, Ji(g(le. 

Vem.— tech, SiNl),; KttiUil, ’konikoH, rindalSn, matkir, Aalangri 
ntggi, cManitt mht, kak, Pa,; La^ine, Aro. 

A^small, eve^een shrub of the Sulaiman Range, altitude from 3,000 
to 7,000 feet { Himalaya from 2,300 to g,ooo feet. 

The bark "and leaves^'e usot in native medicine. The berries^re 
eaten to induce nausea. ItHs probable that the preceding, as also the 
following, apecies are only forms of this plant, if, indeed, they are distinct 
from it. ‘Stesyart refers to thM plant as hurtful to camels, making 
the same obsdvation as was made by Ahchison in Kuram. Stewart 
further says the bkrk is used by women in Kanitwar for washing their 
hair, and adds that it has been tried for paper-making. 
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D. oleoides, Linn. 

Vera.—. 

Inner and outer ranges of the Himalaya. 

Altchison, in his Flora of Kuram Valley, says that the roots trf this 

? Iant are used internally, when boiled, as a medicine, being purgative. 

le in another place says: “Camels will not eat this shrub except 
when very hungiy. It is poisonous, producing violent diarrhoea. I 
feel certain that much of the mortality of camels in the Kuram divi¬ 
sion was due to the prevalence of this shrub.” 

DATISCA. 

Datisca cannablna, Linn., Datiscex. 

Vera. — Aialber, Hind, ; Shangjala, Pa. 

A tall, erect herb, resembling hemp, hence the specific name; met 
with in the Punjab Himalaya. 

Medicinally acts as a sedative in rheumatism. As a bitter and pur¬ 
gative, used sometimes in fevers and in gastric and scrofulous complaints. 
In intermittent fevers, administered in doses of from S to 15 grains 
(Dymock.) 

DATURA. 

Datura fastuosa, Linn., Solanacea. 

Black Datura. 


Vera. —Kala dlfoikri, Beno., Dec., Hind. ; DaOrhus, Sans. ; Joug-masle- 
asvad, Aeab. ; Taturahe-siyak, Pees. ; Karu-umate, Tax. ; Nalla- 
ummetta, Tel. j Pad-daing-phu, pad^nUiatta, Burm. 

A small shrub, found all over India, in waste places, with purple 
flowers. 

This is by the natives considered a better variety than the white; 
the Pharmacopceia of India there is no foundation for this opinion. 

It is used as a narcotic anodyne in asthma, bronchitis and emphy¬ 
sema, The leaves act as antispasmodic when smoked by persons labour* 
ing under asthmatic complaints. 


(, The'seeds constitute^ a favourite poison for criminal purposes. The 
sttds and their preparations are generally employed by the Indian road 
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pdsoners not for the purpose of destroying life, but lac stupifying thdr 
victims with the view of committing theft. Death may follow as a con* 
sequence of over-dose. {Kant Lai De.) (Ste Cheveri yuritprudence,) 
They are also used to render liquor xaact intoxicating, being burned 
upon charcoal with vessels iitverted to catch the smoke. The seeds are 
aisoused in the form of a powder for ^e same purpose, beii^ more 
powerful in this form. When full of smoke the liquor isithrown into the 
vessel and the mouth covered over for a ni^t. It seems remarkable 
that when thus burned the smoke should retain the same pcnsonous and 
intoxicating properties. A few seeds with a djarqarha (Aiuu^lna 
j^rethrua) root and cloves are chewed as an .phrodisiac. {Dr, Emerson.) 
' The seeds, leaves and fresh juice arr' narcotic, anodyne and anti- 
spasmodic. They are more powerful than those of O alba, both of which, 
howe”er, are used in the treatment of mania, epilepsy and obstinate head¬ 
ache. An alkaloid, Datuiine, is usnul as a substitute for Belladonna, 
and is prepared from the seeds. {Kant Lai De Bahadur.) 


, var. alba. 

White Datura. 

Syn.—D. ALBA, Nees. 

Vem. — Safed-dhatura, HiND.; Dkuiura, Beno. ; ^outhmasle-aiyag, 
Arab. ; Taturahesafed, PbrS. 

A large, spreading annual, a to 4 feet high, with flowers white or 
nearly so, found throughout India. 

Tne leaves of this form, or preferentially of the preceding, are applied 
as local anesthetics. Heated they are applied locally in painful affec¬ 
tions of the eye. The whole plant is poisonous; taken in excess it 
produces maniacal delirium. 

Datura Metel, Linn. 

Vem. — Dhutura, Bemo. 

Found in the Western Himalaya and mountains of West Deccan 
Peninsula; introduced into India. Widely naturalised in the Old 
World; produces flowers and seeds the whole year. 

Dr. Birdwood mentions this plant in his list of drugs. It possesses 
properties similar to those of the other species. 

D. Stramonium, Linn. I 

Stramonium or Thorn Apple. 

Vem. —Bada dkituri, Benq. ; Vmatai, Tam. ; Ummetta, Tel. 

, Temperate Himalaya, from Kashmir to Sikkim. 

The seeds are used criminally, but are also given medicinally, 
especially in asthmatic complaints. The leaves are applied to boils and 
ulcers, and are smoked with tobacco for asthma. * The uses are in fact 
very similar to those of D. fiwtuoaa. All Daturas produce dilatation 
of the pupil, and have been recommended as substitutes for Bellaj^nna. 

TM. TaMM, flowers purple. 

The young fruits, strung on threads and imported into India from 
Persia, seem to be those of this species. It is common everywhere around 
the villages of Afghanistan. The name by which these young fruits are 
sold is sharbhuli in Bombay and maratia mughu in Madras. {Ainslit, 
Mat. Ind., II, 185.) They are said to be sedative and slightly intoxi¬ 
cating. 
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DAUCUS. 




DwiCUS Carota, Linn., UxBEx.^iFsxa. 

The Carkot. ' 

Vera.' Giiar, Hind., Beng.{ Carjara, Sans.; 7a*af, Arab.; Zardak, 
PRRS.; Ot^ora, ftumjal-muUan^, Tah. ; PUa-hntda, Tel. 

Cultivated in many parts of India as an article of food. 

T^e seeds are considered to be a nervine tonic. Bcsied mth honey 
and fermented, they prv^uce a spirituous liquor. A decoction of the 
leaves and seeds is said^ be used by natives as a stimulant to the 
uterus during parturition.^ The roots are made into a marmelade and 
considered refrigerant. (Dr. Emerson.) 

DELPHINIUM. 


452 Delphinium Brunoniahum, Roylt, Ranunculacejc. 

* ' VtSOm—Sap/ali, lasiar, spet, panni, Pb. 

Common in parts of the Punjab Himalaya, at from 14,000 to 18,000 
feet. 

It is prized for its strong scent of musk. It is offered to the presiding 
idol of the hill temples. 

A'rtchlaon, in his Flora of Kuram Valley; {Ltnnwan Journal, XVIII., 
p. 2S) says that the juice of the leaves of this plant are used in Kuram to 
&stroy ticks in animals, but chiefly when they affect sheep. 

4 5 3 D. cceruleum, Jacq. 

* ' Vera.— Oaihangi, Pb. 

A slender plant with light blue flowers, common on the Sutlej at 
from 5,500 to 8,000 feet. 

The root is applied to kill the maggots in the wounds of goats. 

454 D. denudatum, Wall. 

* ' Vera.— 

The root of this plant is said to be chewed by the Bissahiris for 
tooth-ache, but on Sundays only. (J. L. Stewart.) 

455 D. saniculaefolium, Boiss. 

* VttSl,—Asbarg, ghafim, Pb. 

A small, herbaceous plant, met with on the Himalaya, on dry hills 
from Jhelum to the Indus and distributed to Afghanistan. 

The flowers are bitter and are given as a febrifuge. 
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° DENDROCALAMUS. 

Dendrocalamus strictus, Nees, Gramineas. 

Vm.—Bans, bans-kahan, kopar. Hind. ; KaroU, Benc. s Bas, udka. 
Bom. i Kanka, Tel.; Myinwa, Borm. 

This beautiful bamboo has strong stems, elastic, nearly solid, 20 to 
too feet high. The silicious matter found near the joints is officinal, 
and us^ as a cooling, tonic and astringent medicine. 


’ '**’ leaves are given to animals during parturition, from a supposition 
ilhat they cause a more rapd expulsion of tne placenta (Dr. Emerson). 

Hi 
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Deodar. See Cednu Deodsn> Loudon, CosiTses, 


DESMODIUM. 

Desmodlum gangeticum, BC., Lksukikos^. • 

'Vttn.—SarivaH, Hind. ; Sila^ami, Sans. i setpitii,^ena. ; Salami, Bom. 

Himalayas (ascending to 5,000 feet on the -^henab) to Pegu and 
Ceylon. 

* This shrub is regarded as a febrifuge aiittl anti-catarrhal. 

D. tilisefolium, G. Don. . • 

Wecxu—Motha, sambar,seftmru,chamra. Hind.; Sid-iocfi, Arab ; Muthk- 

gamin, PSRS, 

A large,deciduous shrub on the Himalaya,from the Indus to Nepal, 
between 3,000 and 9,000 feet. 


' The roots are considered carminative, tonic and diuretic, used in 
bilious complaints. {Dr. Emerson.) I 

D triflorum, 

Vem.—AWa/iya, N. W. P. 

Found everywhere in the plains, throughout India, ascending to 
4,000 feet in Kumaun and 6,000 to 7,000 feet in Kashmir and on the 
Chenab. 

The fresh leaves are applied to wounds and abscesses that do not 
heal well. 


DIAMOND. 


Diamond. 

Diamond is much used in native medicine. U. C. Dutt says, in his 
Hindu Materia Medica, that it is purified by being enclosed within a 
lemon and boiled in the juice of Sesbanla grandiflora. It is described as 
being reduced to a powder by beating a piece of the root of the cotton 
plant into a paste with the juice of the betel-nut—both being not less than 
three years old. Within this paste the diamond is placed and roasted 
seven times. The diamond is then stated to be eaaly powdered. This 
powder is stated to act as a powerful alterative tonic. It is more famili¬ 
arly known as a powerful mechanical jicnson .—See Caxbon. 


DICHROA. 

Dichroa febrifuga, Lour., Saxifrage.!. 

Vem.— Basok, banskk, Nepal ; Gebolanak, Lepcka ; Singnaamik, 
Bhutia. 

An evergreen shrub with beautiful sky blue berries, common in the 
forests of the Eastern Himalaya, frbra Nepal to Bhutan, altitude 4,000 
feet. 

The shoots and the bark of the roots are made into a decoction and 
used as a febrifuge by the Nepalese. a 

H 


imattiftii: ... 


457 

458 


4§9 


460 


45z 


113 





Emnontit Products of India. 


DICLIPTERA. 

DicUptera Roxlxu^g^iisuia, Ntts, k&Kst's.Kcta.. 

Veni*— ISrch, S0mm, laJu^tmana, Ps« 

Found in the Salt Range, in the Siwilik tract, and in the outer 
Punjab Hinblaya, optionally ascending to 6,500 feet. 

The plant is officinal. 

‘ ^DIGITALIS. 

Digttalb purpurea, Zinn., Scrofhui.asine£. 

1’hk Fox Glovi. v , 

Native of Europe, but is said to tluive well in Himalayan gardens. 
The leaves are the officinal part;* they are sedative, espeaally to the 
heart’s action, and diuretic; useful in dropsies. The drug is sold by the 
druggists. 

Dill, See Pencedisnoi graTeoleu, Benth., Umbxllifers. 


DIOSCOREA. 

Dioscorea bulbifera. Linn., Dioscoxxacub. 

Yam. 

VetO.—Zami»i(md, Hind.; Earviarinda, Dec.; Malaykaya-fendalam, 
Tbl. 

Cultivated for its roots. 

Applied to ulcers after being dried and powdered. 

Dioscorea satnra, ^Hid. 

Common Yam. 

Vtta.—Ritdlu, Hind.; YamsioUung, Tam. 

Cultivated all over India for its roots. 

In the form erf a powder it is used as an application for ulcers. 

D. versicolor, Wall. 

Vem,—Cenihi, gajir, gatyira. Hind. 

A kind of yam found wild in the Kumaun Himalayas. 

The tubers yield a farinaceous food for invalids. 


DIOSPYROS. 

Dlospyros cordlfolla, See D. aontana, Boxb., Ebxnaoem. 

D. Embiyopteris, Pers. 

Voik—GH, mahtriendi, Bbno. and Hind. ; Atnose-hmdi, Arab. j7(» 
duia, Sans. ; Kendu, Ass.; Tumbika, panirckHa, Tam.; Tvmik, Tbl. j 
Timoone, Bom. 

A small tree or large evergreen shrub forming a dense dome ol 
foliage, met with throu^out India and Burma. 
iTne toit and the Dark possess astringent properties. The juice of 
unripe fruit makes a good application to fresh wounds. It is full of 
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tannin, and is therefore a useful domestic astringent, so plentiful as to be 
at the door of even the poorest huL An oil extracted from the seeds 
is also used in native medidpe* 

It is used in dysentery an*^ diarrhoea with succ^s. The infusion of 
the fruit is used as a gargle in aphthte and sore>throat. A strong 
infusion of the fruit is anticorrosive, and used to preservB boats, nets, &c. 
{Kant Lai De Bahadur.) 

'D. melanoxylon, 

• Thz Ebony Trzk. 

'^tsa.—Tendu, kendu, abnd. Hind.: Kend, kyou, Bbno.; Tuntri, iummer, 
tumki, Gond.; Tumbi, tumbali, Tam.} Tumi, tumki, Tel.« 

A moderate-sized tree, found thrSughout India, but not in Burma. 

The bark of the tree possesses astringent properties, and is used in 
decoction in ditirrhoea and dyspasia as a tonic. In a ^lute form it is 
used as an astringent lotion for the eyes. 

Diospyros montana, llox 5 . 

Vtru.—Tendu, bistend. Hind,; Hirek, keindu, iemru, pasendu. Pa. 
Makar-tendi, banda, muchi ianki, Tel. 

A moderate-sized tree, found in most parts of India, except Sindh, 
the Northern Punjab, and Burma. 

The fruit is supposed to be poisonous. The bhistis apply it to boils 
which generally appear on their hands and give them much pain and 
trouble. 

DIPTEROCARPUS. 

Dipterocaipus turbinatus> Gaertn. /., Dipte&ocarpea. 

Gurjun or Wood Oil. 

Syn.—D. L.EVIS, Ham. {in part). 

Vem.— Gurjun, Hliyagurjun, Beng. ; Kanyoung, Magh. j Kanyin-net, 
Burm. 

A lofty,-evergreen tree of Eastern Bengal, Chittagong, Burma, and 
the Andaman Islands. 

The wood-oil which the tree yields is externally applied to ulcers, 
ringfworm, and other cutaneous diseases. 
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It is diuretic and slightly stimulant, and acts upon the genito¬ 
urinary mucous membranes, and is useful in gonorrhcea, even more efiS- 
caceous than copaiba, {Kam Lai De Bahadur.) 

Dm-divi See PtBealpiala Coiiaiia, Wtlld., Leguuinosa, 

DoS-roSe. See Rosa canina, Linn., Rosacej;. 


DOLICHOS. 

. Dolichos biflorus, Linn., Leguhinossc. 

Syn.—D. UNiFLOBUS, Lam. 

Wmi.—Kalatt, kOat, kvlt, koU, lardt, gulatii, Pb. 

Found on the Himalayas to Ceylon and Burma, ascending to 
feet in Sikkim j sometimes cultivated. 

The seeds of the plant are used medicinally in the Punjab. • 
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D. Linn. •Siev Vlcna Catiug;, £ndl., Lxockikoss. 

Dolomiea tnacrocephala) DC,. See Jaxinea a«aocq)l« 1 », Benth. 

CoMFOSITS. 

, ^DORBMA. 

o 

Dorema Ammonjacunii Don,, Uubxllitbrs. 

< Eastern GiaHi r Fxnnel . 

Vem. —I/jAnA, Pers.,^rab., Bom.; ATando/, Bokhara. 

A glaucous, green plant, native of Persia. Considerable doubt 
exists a^to the identity of the plant from which is obtained the gum- 
resin known as Anmwiiacia. \ Most writers are inclined to' refer to 
the plant known under the name Doreaui Awnionlaona. 

The gum which this plant yields is used as a stimulant and expect¬ 
orant. It is also used medicinally in fumigation. Mahomedan writers 
describe the drug as discutient and attenuant. 


DORONICUM. 

473 Doronicum Hookeri, Clarke, Cohpositjk. 

Vtm.-~Darinaj-altrabi, Pb. 

Found on the Sikkim Himalaya; Lachen and Tungu, altitude 
12,000 to 14,000 feet. 

The root is an aromatic tonic, said to be used to prevent giddiness 
on ascending heights. 

Dracocephalum Royleanum, Wall. See Lallenumtia Royleua, Bth.> 

LABIATiE. 

DRACONTIUM. 

474 Pracontium polyphyllum, Linn., Aroidks. 

Vent.— Sdvali, Bom.; Coat hamay kaloung, Tam.; Adiviekunda gudda 
TEL.;*Jira«ana canda. Sans. 

Met with in the Malabar Hills, Bombay and the Concans. 

The root is large, rugged and irregular, and supposed to possess anti- 
spasmodic virtues, and to be a remedy in asthma. It is also used in hoe- 
morrhoids. According to Thunberar, it is highly esteemed in Japan as a 
powerful emmenagogue, and sometimes used to procure abortion. 
(^Ainslie.) 

DREGEA. 

475 |Dregea VOlubiliS; Benth. Gen. Plant, AsctiPiPRS. 

* Syn.— Hova visinirLORA, R. Br .; Wight t. $ 86 ; Asclepias volubilis, 

Linn ./.; Roxb. FI. Ind. JI, 36. 

Vem.— Nak^hhikni, Hind.; Tita-kunga, Beno.; Harandori, Mahr. 
Kodic.paiay, Tam. 

A twining shrub of Bengal, Assam, the Deccan Peninsula, from 
the Concan southward to Cewon. 

The leaves are much employed as an application to boils and abscess¬ 
es.. JThe roots and tender stalks are consiwred emetic and expectorant, 
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DROSERA. 

Drosera peltata, Sm. and D.Butiaanni, Vahh, Dkosxraciui. 

Thk Sun Daw. , 

Vena. -Muiha^ali, Hind. , * 

Are found throughout India, the former on the^imala)^ and Nilgiri 
hills, and the latter {uentiful in the plains, a^pesxine on the paddy £elds in 
the cold season. It is everywhere seen in Chijiia Nagpur and Orissa, and 
tominon in fields around Burdwan, although not to my knowledge met 
with in the vicinity of Calcutta. It prefers a sandy, open soil. 

It seems probable that both the above species are referr^jl to under 
the vernacular name of Muhha jalff The leaves of this curious and 
insectivorous plant, bruisea and mixed with salt, are used as a blister 
in Kutnaun. 


DRYOBALANOPS. 

Dnfobalanops Camphora, Cokbr ,, Diptbrocarpex. 
Baras or Borneo Camphor. 

Vem.— Bhimsevirkapur, BOM. 

A tree of Sumatra. 

For medicinal properties see Camphor. 

Dulcamara. See Sobmum dulcamnia, Linn., Solanaces. 


ECBALLIUM. 

Ecballium Elaterium, A. Rich., Cucurbitacee. 

Elaterium ; The Squirting Cucumber. 

Sys. —Mohokdica Elatkruim, Linn.; Ecballium agkeste, Reickenb; 
E. OFFICINALE, N.^E.; E. oFFiciNARUM, Rich {in Pharm. Ind.). 

Vem.— ^The fruit is sold in Bombay under the name Kateri-indraywi, 
katha-ul-himar, Arab j Khiyar.i-khar, Pers. 

A small, perennial plant, with fleshy tapering white root, indigenous 
to the Mediterranean Coast. 

Elaterium is the most powerful hydragogue cathartic known, princi¬ 
pally used in dropsical affections connected with heart disuse. Used 
also in apoplexy and cerebral disorders, to unload the intestines and act 
as a derivative. 

Echium, sp. ? Boraginex. , 

The Gao-Zahan is, by Moodeen SharifT, referred to this genus, but 
as it would appear, incorrectly. See O&osma. 

ECLIPTA. 

Eclipta alba, ffassk., Composite. 

Syn. —B. ERECTA, Linn. ; E. prostrata, Linn. 

Vtxn.-^hiech hand, hhangra, Idbri, Hind., Pb. 

The plant is met with throughout India; ascending to 6,000 fee^in 
the Him^ya and other mountains. 

Hi 



f*ARf V- ] Economic Products of India. 


m The fresh plant is applied with sesamuin oil in dephantiasis, and 

the expressed juice in affections of the liver, spleen, and dropsy. When 
used in large doses it acts as an ^metic. It is also considered cooling. 


It is anodyne and absorbent, and relieves headache when applied with 
a little oil It is an excellent substitute for Taraxacum. (Kant Lai De ' 
Bahadur.) V 

' 

EHRETIA. 

480 Ehretia buzifolia, Roxh., BoKAoonuE. 

Veni .—Cooruvingie vayr, TaA.; Bafanr.-iiri, Tel.; PaMti-jirr, Dec. 

A shrub of the Deccan Peninsula, met with in dry jungles. 

The root having a sweetish and warm taste in the fresh state is used 
as an alterative. A decoction of the root has been found beneficial in 
secondary and constitutional syphilitic affections. The Mahomedan 
practitioners consider it an antidote to vegetable poisons. (Ainslte.) 

48X Ehretia obtusifolia. Hochst. 

A shrub of Sind and Punjab. 

A decoction of the fresh root is used ih venereal diseases. (Dymoch.) 


EUEAGNUS. 

482 Elaeagnus hortensis, M. Bie/.y Eljeagne*. 

* Syn. —E. ANGUSTIFOLIA, LtHH. 

Mtta. — Sanjit, Afg. ; Sirshing, Tibet; Shiilii, N. W. P. 

A small tree of the Western Himalaya, Ladak, Baltistan, Afghanistan, 
and westward to Mediterranean regions. 

Beliew says that the fruit is eaten by the poorer classes in Afghanistan; 
and Brandis adds that in Yarkanda spirit is distilledfrom it. The flowers 
are also reported to be medicinal. 

483 E, latifolia, zinn. 

* SyS,—^. COMFSETA, !?(»£. 

m.— Ghiwain, mijhania, Kuuaun; ^arila, Nepal; Guara, Bbno. 

Kamboong, Maoh. 

A Straggling, evemeen shrub of the Himalaya, from Kumaun to 
Bhutan, Knisia hills, Astern'Bengal and South India. 

The flowers are officinal in Sind and Punjab, and are considered 
cardiac and astringent. 

The fruit is us^ as food by the poorer classes in Afghanistan under the 
name of Sanjeet. 

184 umbellata, Tkunberg. 

* Vera. —Qhiwain, ghmn, iankoli, bammtwa, Pb. 

A thorny, deciduous shrub on the Himalaya, from near the Indus to 
Bhutan, be^een 3,000 and 10,000 feet. 

.. The_seeds are sud to be used as a stimulant in coughs, the express* 

oil in pulmonary affections, and the flowers as a cardiac and astrin¬ 
gent. 
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BLAODENDRON. 

, Elxodaidron glaucum, Pers., Cblastrinsx. 4 B 5 

Sys.—E- Roxbusobii, W. & a, 

Veni>— Mirandu, padfiin, daira, Pb.j ^aira, siauria^c/utuli, S,W.P>S 

:> CAauri, OuDH } Karka/oa, irkuli,'TlLyi.’,mrya,hooltgi,Tv..\Nerrei*, 

CiNGH. ,, f 

A tree of the Sub-Himalayan tract from thsfS^vi eastward,,Central 
and South India. y 

• The root is a specific against snakebite, and the bark is used in 
native medicine and said to be a virulent poison. A decoction or cold 
infusion of the fresh bark of the root is applied to swellings. ^ 

’ Eldcrflowcrs. See Sambi^biu idgruni, Linn., Caprifoliacxs. 

EleniL See Canarium conmne, Linn., Bttssekacss. 

ELETTARIA. 

Elettaria Cardamomum, Maton., Scitakinex. 4» 

The Lesser Cardamom. 

Vem.— Choia eldchi, Beng., Hind.j KagUahe-saghvr, Arab; Kagila- 
he-khurd, Pers. ; EUakay, Tam., Tel.; Panlat, Burn. 

Extensively cultivated in the hilly districts of South India for its fruits 
or cardamoms. 

These are used medicinally as a cordial and stimulant. 

Used as a corrective for foul breath. Finely powdered they are used 
as a snuff for head-ache. The cardamom^ fried and mixed with mas- 
tiche and milk, are used internally in irritation of the bladder. In nausea 
and vomiting they are used as a sherbui with pomegranate; employed 
as a stimulant in cholera. {Dr. Emerson.) 

ELEUSINE. 

Eleusine corocana, Craer/n., Gramineje. 4^7 

Vem.— Marud, mandua, ptakra, rolka, mandal. Hind.; Chalodra, koda, 

Pb.; Ragi, Dec.; ATaywr, Tam.; TamidcUu, T'BX. 

Extensively cultivated in the hilly districts for its grain. 

Mr. Baden-Powell mentions this plant among his drugs, but says 
■nothing about its medicinal properties. Some natives assert that it is 
astringent. ^ 

Elm bark. See Ulaua canpeetikb Linn., Urticaces. 

EMBELIA. 

Embdia RibeSi Burm., Mtrsines. 

Baberdng, mamung. Hind.; Bebrang, Sylhkt; Himalckeri, 

Nepa*-; yidatiga, Saks. ; Babrung, Ps.; ydyii^vitamgaM, Tam. ; Kit- 
hannie, Bom. ; Umbelia, Cingh. 

A large climber of East and North Bengal, South India, CQ^lon and 
Burma. ■ 
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The seeds (d the plant have been described as anthelmintic, altera¬ 
tive apd tonic. Th^ are also recommended as a carminative, stoma¬ 
chic, and an anthelmintic medicine. They are also used larg;ely in the 
adulteration of black pepper. > Th^ also enter into composition of 
several applications for ringworm anirother skin diseases. Royle says 
‘ that they possess aperient pri^erties. 

E. Roxh. ' 

Vern. — Bayaeh ^ g , Rind.; Kalay bogeti , Nepal.; Bebrang , OuDH; 

' Kcfad ( Uli , Go ^^ Bkarangeli , KvUiv i Amii , amiat , barbaiti , BoM.; 

A^iHvtaynway, Bosh. 

A large shrub or small tree of the Sub-Himalayan tract from the 
Jumna eastward to Bengal, Behar, West India, and Burma. 

The fruit is said to be used to adulterate black pepper. 

It is given as an anthelmintij', and internally for piles. 

Emblic myrobalam. See Phyllanthns Eiabllca, Linn., Eufhorbucex. 


ENHYDRA. 

^ i Enhydra fluctuans, Lour., Cohpositje, 

'• Syn.— E. Hslohcha, Z)C. 

Vem. — Harhuch, Hind.; Hilamochiki, Sans.; Hingchi, Benq. 

Found in East Bengal, Assam and SUhet. 

The leaves of this aquatic plant are regarded as laxative and useful 
in diseases of the skin and nervous system. 


They are antibilious. (Kani Lai De Bahadur.) 

ENICOSTEMA. 

4QI ^Enicostema littorale, Biume, Gentunacrx. 

Syn.—ClCENDIA HYSSOPIFOLIA, W.&A, 

Met with all over India from the Punjab and Gangetic plain to 
Ceylon; more frequent near the sea, not known in Bengal. 

This is the chota (small) Chiretta of the natives. It possesses marked 
bitterness, and is much used in Madras as a stomachic. It is also tonic 
and laxative. {Pharm. Ind.) 




ENTADA. 

Eff ta d A Bcaadens, Bth., LifVMiMo&s. 

Vem. — GUla, Benq.; Oeredi, Uxiya; Pangea, Nepal; TattobJ^em, 
Lepcha ; Oardal, Boh. ; Kongnyin-nway, Burh. 

A large climber of the forests of Eastern Bengal, South India, Burma, 
and the Andaman Islands. 

The seeds are used in pains of the loins and debility. 


EPHEDRA. 

Ephedra Gerardiana, Wall. 

* Vem.—AntMa, hitshdr, bidtkir, chraa, tkanna, Pb. 

Tt is found at places on the Sutl^' and Chenab, and in the Jhelam 
Basin, at from 7,800 to 11,300 feet, and in Ladak to i^ooo feet. 
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Aitchlaon remarks that some part the plant is used medicinally in 
LahouL 

Epicanta nepalensis, Moore, Coveoptsra. 494 

An insect recommended as a substitute for Cantharides. 

Epsom salts. See MagneaU. 


EQUISETUM. 

Equisetum debile, Roxb., EQuisETACEiS. 

The Horse-Tail. 

“Vem.— Matti, skinung, banduiei, nari, iroiak, biU, pq. * 

Dindigal, Burma, Bengal, Sylhet, North Doab, Dehra Ddn. 

The plant is administered as a cooling medicine and near Jhelam it 
is given for gonorrhsea. 


ERAGROSTIS. 

Eragrostis cynosuroides, R. & S., Grahines. 

Vem.— Dttbb, Hind. ; Dal, dib, kisa, davolia, Ps. 

A common grass, said to possess diuretic and stimulant properties. 


4^6 


EREMOSTACHYS. 

Eremostachys vlcaryi, Benih., Labiam, 

Vem.— Gurgunna, khaldtrd, remand ehtnt, Ps. 

A beautiful, yellow-flowered plant, common in the Salt Range, as¬ 
cending to 2,500 feet. 

The seeds are given as a cooling medicine. 

ErgOte or Ergota. See Claviceps puipnrea, Tahane, Fungi. 


4 ^ 


ERIODENDRON. 

Eriodendron anfractuosum, DC., Malvacejb. 

The White Cotton tree. 

Vem. —Safed simtd, senibal, hoHan, iatan. Hind.; Shwei simal, Bbno.; 
Ilavam, Tam. 

A tall, deciduous tree of India and Burma, throughout the hotter parts 
in Bengal. 

The tree yields a gum, called Hatian gond, which is astringent and 
used as a remedy for bowel complaints. 


ERVUM. 

Enrum LenSt Linn,, Leoukinosa 
The Lentil. 

Vem.— tfaeuri, Bsng.; Masvr, Hind.; Adat, Arab; Mirjumab, Pbrs.; 
Misurpterpttr, Tam.; itiaur-pappu, Tbl. 

A valuable pulse, grown as a winter crop all over India. ^ 
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lOXTLOK. 


It is said to be used in the treatment of sma 11 >pox ulcers in the fonr 
of a poultice. Lentils have been highly spoken of as medicines foi 
constipation and other affections, but in practice they have been found t< 
be of no use, * 


• . ERYNGIUM. 

SM Eryng^um coerulelsm, BUh., Uubilliferx. 

s^. — E. PtANUM^K^i/. 

Vem,— Dhuihali. Hind. ; PM, miHia, handi, pakari gijar, n^rHam, Pe, 
Shaiahul^isri, Arab. ; Gurs-duiii, Pers. 

Found, in Kashmir, altitude S,ooo to 6,000 feet. , 

The -root is considered nerving tonic an^ aphrodisiac. In Kaitdahat 
the seeds are said to be officinal. 

ERYTHR/EA. 

.50* Eiythrasa Roxburghii, <?./>«>., GiNTiANACEa. 

‘ Sya. —Chironia centaurioidics, Roxb. 

Vera. — Luntab, Boh. 

Found throughout India, ascending to 2,000 feet, from the Punjat 
and Bengal to Travancore j common in Bengal plains. 

The whole plant is powerfully bitter, and may be substituted foi 
chiretta, when tne latter is not available. 


ERYTHRINA. 

502 < Eiythrina indicsi) Lam., Lkguminosjk. 

* The Indian Coral Trek, 

Vera. — Pangra, panjira, HiND.; Paliia mander, Beng. ; Paravalada- 
mara, Kan.; M-urdka, Tah. ; Tel. j Panjjra, Dec. ; Penlay- 

khatii, Burm.j Dwiap, Malay. 

A deciduous tree, cultivated throughout India and Burma; wild ir 
Oudh, Bengal, South India and Burma. 

The bark is used medicinally being antibilious and useful as a feb¬ 
rifuge. 


It is anthelmintic and useful as a collyrium in ophthalmia. The 
leaves are applied externally to diverse venereal buboes and to relieve 
pain on the joints. (Kani Lai D$ Bahadur.) 

« 

ERYTHROXYLON. 

503 ^Erythnnyloii monogynum, Roxi., Linea. 

Syn.—E, INDICVM, Bidd .; SsTRIA IRDICA, DC. 

Vwa.—Devadari, Tam.j Adivigtrtnta, Tel. 

A small tree of South India and Cwlon, 

Or. Bidi« says that “ during the Madras famine the leaves were 
largrijs,eaten by the starving poor, and as there is nothing in them 
structurally likely to satisfy the pangs of hunger, it seems probable that 
thef contain some principle like that of E. COOMU” 
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EUCALyPTUS. 

^Eucalyptus Globulus, Lahui., Myrta^es. 

Ven .—Kurpoora maram, Tam, • 

The blue gtim tree of Tasmania ; introduced into India, and cultivated 
in Madras, especially on the Nilgiris. 

The leaves yield an essential oil used,'.Tmedidne, and ibmetimes 
, as a substitute for Cajeput oil. 

E. resinifera, Sm. 

Widely distributed throughout Australia. • 

The red gum obtainecf from this and several other species of Enodyp- 

, tus has been found very useful in the treatment of chronic bowel com* 
plaints, being regarded as astringent. (Pharm. Ini.) 

EUGENIA. 

Eugenia Jambolana, Lam., Mtrtacea. 

Veni.— Jaman, jam, jdmun, HiSD.} KdldJdm.Br.sa.; Chambu,GK^O} 
7amu, Ass. i Naval, noyfa, Tam.j Nasoau, nairuri, Tel.j Jambool, 
Bom. j Thabyai-pyoo, Burm. 

A moderate-siaed tree, found wild or in cultivation all over India 
from the Indus eastward, ascending to altitude 5,000 feet. 

The bark is astringent and used in cases of dysentery, and the de¬ 
coction as a tooth gargle. A vinegar, prepared from the juice of the 
unripe fruit, is an agreeable stomachic and carminative; it is also used 
as a diuretic. The fresh juice of the bark is given with goat’s milk in the 
diarrhoea of children. The expressed juice of the leaves is used alone 
or in combination with other astringents in dysentery. {U. C. Dutt.) 

E. Pimenta, DC. ^ 

De Candolle’s Prodramus, Vol. Ill, f. 28$, says :—“ This plant is culti¬ 
vated in India.” I can find no mention of tWs being the case. The 
Pharntacopceia Indica says, the dried unripe berries are used similarly to 

- T-u-.L- ^:i -r l.. -iHation. 

EULOPHIA. 

. Eulophla campestris, Lindl., Orchidacils. 

Wtnx.—Sdltb misri, Ps. • 

It is found in Oudh and Rohilcund, and.4n the Siwaliks of the 
Gangetic Doab. ^ 

By the natives the salep is chiefly esteemed as a tonic and aphrtv 
disiac. 
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EUONYMUS. 

Euonymus tingens, Wall., Cslastrinex. 

'Vtra.—Kuftf^ku, N. W. P.; Nezoar, katiri, Nepal ; Chepra, mer mahau, 
Simla. 

A small, evergreen tree of Himalaya, from the Sutlej to Nepal, be¬ 
tween 6,500 and 10,000 feet. • 
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, Eupatorium A]rRpana, Vent., Cohpqsitjc. 

An American plant, na^ralised in many parts of India, and known 
under its Bra^jlian name, Aya^pana. For long it held a high position as 
a medicinal plant, but the exaggerated ideas of its virtues have now 
exploded. It is at^^ood simple stimulant, tonic and diaphoretic. In 
cholerg. it has been u^d to restore warmth to the body, and it is said 
also to be used internally and externally in the treatment of snake¬ 
bite. 


512 


E. catmabinum, Linn. 

Thb Hemp Agkimonia. 



An exceedingly plentiful plant on the temperate Himalaya, Khasia 
hills and Burma, between 3,000 and 6,000 or even up to 10,000, 
feet in altitude. A tall, erect plant with downy leaves and terminal 
crowded head of dull purple flowers, inhamting damp, watery 
places. 




EUPHORBIA. 
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Euphorbia antiquorum, Ztnn.,£uPHoitBiACEs. 

Vera, — Tidhara, Hind.; Nora sif, tekata sij, Beno.; Zaqqume-kind 
Arab, j Zaquniym-hindi, Pkrs. ; Shidu, Mbchi ; Rhasoung-pya-tkal 
Burm. 


A shrub with three-angled branches, common on dry hills of Benga 
and the Peninsula. 

The juice which flows from the branches is used as a purgative t 
relieve pain in the loins. It is an acrid irritant in rheumatism an( 
tooth-ache. When taken internally it acts as a drastic purgative. 1 
is also employed in nervine diseases, dropsy, palsy, deafness and amav 
rosis. (Baden-Powlli) A plaster prepar^ from the roots and mixe 
with asafcetida is applied externally to the stomachs of children ^sufferin 
from worms. _ The bark of the root is purgative, and the stem is give 
in decoction in gout. {Wight; Rheedti^ "This plant is supposed to war 
' off lightning strokes, and 'is generally kept in tubs or pots on tV 
roofs or other expos^ parts of native houses.” {U. C.Dutt.) 




E. dracunculoides, Lam. 

Vera. — Richni, suddb (the fruit), kangi (the plant), Pb. ; Arab. 

It is a common field-weed in most parts of the Punjab plains. 
The fruit is officinal and used to remove warts. 



Euphorbia helioscopia, Linn. 

Vera. — Hirruseeah, mdhabi. Hind.; Ganda bite, didal, kulfa.doda 
chatrival, Pb. 

A common field-weed in spring throughout the Punjab plains and the 
Siwalik tract, and to 7,000 feet in the outer Himalaya. 

The milky juice is applied to eruptions, and the seeds are riven with 
roasted pepper in cholera. The juice is also used in the form of a 
liniR\efft in neuralgia and rheumatism, and the root is used as an an- 
th^mintic. {Murray.) 
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E. hypericifolia, Zt««. 

VenU— ffoMtinUna, Pb. 

A small species common in manv parts of the Punjab plains and the 
Siwalik tract. • 

It is given with milk to children in coljc. 

JE. Latbyris, Z»»». • 

Vetn.— Sudab, Pb, f 

Seeds are purgative and emetic. Used in dropsy and alsoi to pro¬ 
cure abortion. 
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^.’neriifoUa,z»««. gig 

Ytra,Sehund, tkolar,nj,'HitiD,:ifatisa sij, Bbno.; SunMitmtjri, stiun- 
da, Saks. } Qangici*, ihor, hOil,;Shas(>Mng,BVMt. 

“ A small tree with cylindric stem and five-angled, spirally twisted 
stem; cultivated near villages in most parts of India. It is considered 
a sacred tree by the Mechis of the Sikkim Terai and Bhutan Duars, and 
is consequently often found on deserted village sites. ’* (GamUe.) 

The milky juice of an undetermined species of Euphorbia, probably 
this one, is applied to incipient abscesses, and is said to be effectual in 
preventing suppuration. It is also considered purgative and rubefacient. 

The plant is sacred to Munsa, the goddess of serpents. The root, mixed 
with black pepper, is employed in cases of snake-bites, both internally 
and externally. " Every part abounds with an acrid milky juice, em¬ 
ployed to remove warts and cutaneous eruptions, &c.’' [Roxb.) 


Euphorbia Royleana, Som. 

Syn.—E. PENTAOONA, Soyle, 

Vem.— Skakarpitan, thar, Pb.j Soli, ekula, skin, cku, ouro, Himalayan 

NAMES. 

A large, milky shhib of the North-West Himalaya, ascending to 6,000 
feet. 

The acrid, milky juice of this plant possesses cathartic and anthel¬ 
mintic properties. . 

E. »P- 

The dried roots of an undetermined Euphorbia are used in Kuram 
as a purgative. In large doses it causes vomiting, hence it is called the 
“ vomit-weed.” The fresh milk of the leaves causes blisters on the 
hands when collecting the root (Aitchison, Kuram Valley Flora, in 
Journal Linnman Society, XVIJI, page 25.) May this not be E. Thofli- 
. aouiana referred to by the author in Vol, XIX, page 147 P 
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E. Thomsoniana, Boiss, . 521 

The crushed root-stocks are employed by the q^tives of Kuram as * 
detergents for washing the hair, ana when boiled are given as purgatives. 
(.Aiichtson, Kuram Valley Flora, Linrusan Journal, XXIX, page 14J.) 


, E. thynlifolia, Burm, 522 

Vehl .—Bara dodak, kaairdina, Pb, * 

A common weed in parts of the Punjab plains, Sind, Kutch, Deccan, 
and Guzerat. 

The juice of this plant is known to be a violent purgative. The 
dried leaves and seeds are aromatic and astringent, and used in native 
practice in diarrhoea and dysentery of children along with butter milk. 
(ifurray.) • 
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{•£.Tirucalli, Linn. * 

Vam .—Shir thohar, teJtund, HtNO.: Lania tij, Bbko. j Ubiva; 

Tiru^aUi,M^^L,^TAH.} Jemudu, kaUi drtmuda, mandre, Tel.; Sha- 
shoung-ieknyo, Buru. r 

Common in Sind, Deccan, Konkan,'Guzerat, and Kutch. 

Tlie juice of this plant is used as a warm remedy in rheumatism, 
tooth-ache an)S debility. The milk is said to cure affections of the spleen^r 
and to act as a -purgative in colic. Externally it is a vesicatory. It' 
is also cathartic, emetic and antisyphilitic. 

EURYCOMA. 

Eurycoma longifolia, Jack ., Siuarubea. 

Vem. — Penmtrpait, Mal. ' , 

A small tree of the Malayan Peninsula and Archipelago. 

The tree possesses bitter properties. A decoction of the root is a 
remedy in intermittent fevers, and as a febrifuge stands in the opinion 
of Mr. Oxley (1850) next to quinine, {Pharnt. Ind.) 

EUXOLUS. 

Euzolus pol^^amus, Idoq., Auarantacrs. 

Byn.— Amarantus polyoamus, Unn. 

Vem, — Chaulai, Pb., Bom, 

Met with in Punjab and South India, _ 

Considered cool and dry, acts as a diuretic and aperient, promotes 
digestion and cures eruptions. (Baden-Poviell.) 

EVOLVULUS. 

Evolvulus alsinoldes, Linn ., Convolvulacea. 

Syn. — E. HIRSUTUS, Lam .; E. angustifolius, Soxi . 

Vtsa.—Visknugandki, Sans.; Sankh pushpi, Pb. : ShankkdvalU, Bom. 

Common throughout India and Ceylon in grassy places; rare in the 
daim regions. 

The Mahomedan physicians believe that this plant has the power to 
strengthen the brain and memory. It is also extensively used as a 
febrimge and tonic. Alnslie says that the plant is given in bowel com¬ 
plaints. In the Ve^c period it was believed to possess the power of 
promoting conception. {Dymock.) 

E]i:ACUM. 

F-srnrtint blcolOT^^Eoxi., Gentianacea. 

VtSILSard.chariyatak, Hind. 

Met with in Deccan Peninsula. 

The dried stalks are sold in South India under the name country 
Kariyit. The plant possesses tonic and stomachic properties, and may 
well be substituted for Gentian, {Pharm. Ind.) 

E. pedunculatum, Lmn. 

Found throughout India, ascending to 3,000 feet, from Oudh and 
BenW to Ceyloiu 

The |dhnt is less bitter than Chiretta, and more than Gentian, for 
«hich it may substituted. 
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Bzacam tetragonum, Roxb. 

The Purple Chieetta. • 

Vem.—rtVa^Aona, Hind.; Koochfri, Bbno. 

. Found in North India,*^cending to 5,000 feet, common from 

Kumaun to Central India, Bhutan, and the Khisia Mountains; also in 
Bombay, Salsette, Khandalla, Morung, Wurgaum ani Bengal. 

^ The plant is used as a tonic in fevers and a ston^hic bitter. {Pharm. 
Ind.) 


EXOGONIUM. 

Exogonium Purga, Benth ., Convolvulacex, 
* Jalap. , • 

Byn.—IpoMJBA PuROA, Hayne. 


hills 


Vem.— Skatil, Arab. ; Roshan, hikahtjallafak, Pers. 

Imported into India, and experin entally cultivated on the Nilgiri- 


Largely used in European medical practice and sold by all chemists. 


EXC^ARIA. 

Excaecaria agallnrha , Willd., Euphorbiacea. 

Vem. — Gangwa, gear, uguru, geria, Beno.; Tfnyan, Kayan, Burii.; 
Yekin, Burm., in the Andamans. 

A small, evergreen tree of the coast and tidal forests of India, Burma 
and the Andaman Islands. 

The juice which exudes from the green bark is poisonous. 

E. indica, Miiii. Arg. 

Vem. — Hirna, iatH, Beno. ; Kirri makalu, ClNOH. 

A small, evergrden tree of the Sundurbans and tidal forests of Tenas- 
serim and Ceylon. 

The jmee of the tree is poisonous. 

E. insignis, Mall. Arg. 

Syn.— Falconeria insignis, Riyle. 

Vem. — Didla, bilodar, biloja, T?B.i Khinna, Hind.; Garpatkdla, Ana- 

MALAIS. 

A small, dedduous tree of the Sul>Himalayan tract, from the Beas 
eastward, ascending to 4,000 feet. Chittagong, Burma, and Western 
Chits as far north as Nasik. • 

The whole tree is full of an acrid milk which is said to be poisonous. 


FAGONIA. 

/ Fagosla arabica; Linn ., Zygofhtlles. 

Vera. — Oosturgar, Hind, j DrummaMoi, Sind. 

Throughout North-West India, Sindh, the Punjab, and the south¬ 
ern provinces of the Western Peninsula. 

The leaves and twigs are supposed to possess cooling properties,* 
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F. Brnguieri, PC. 

SfO.— F. CbbticAi var. Amdebs. 

Vem.— BpdlaghMii, N. W. Tbans-Indus j Dkami, itmiyi, Aamah, 

Pb., Sjhd. c 

Found in North-West Ipdia and Peshawar. 

The plant *s given as a tonic and febrifuge, and in the Peshawat 
Valley it is given to children as a prophylactic against small-pox. (J. I 
Sitnart.) 

( 

F. montana) Miq. See AxlflU tetraomtha, Lam., Salvaoobace.b. 


FAGIt£A. 

Fagraea fragrans, Roxb., Loganiace^e. 

Vera.— Anan, Bubm. 

An everp-een tree of Burma and China. 

The baric of this plant is a remedy for malarious fever. Upon expe 
riments made by Rai Kanny ball De Bahadur, it has been found tc 
contain strychnia. The PYiarnuicofoeia of India remarks “ the remedy 
spears worthy of further investigation.” 

F. racemosa, Jacq. 

Vera.— Thit-hpaloo, BuRM. 

A moderate-sized, evergreen tree of the Andaman Islands. 

Miyor Ford says that the root-bark is used as a cure for fever 


FARSETIA. 

Farsetia aegTptiaca, Turr., CRucirERa. 

F. HamUtonu, Royie. 

F. Jacquemonti, H. /. 6 * T. 

Vera. — Multi, firid biH, lithia, Ps. 

Common in many parts of the arid tracts throughout the Punjab 
plains, from Delhi to Peshawar. 

One of the above three species is officinal, and has a pl^sant, 
pungent taste. Taken as a cooling medicine, and considered a remedy 
for ^eumatism. 

FeL 

Gall or Bile. 

Vera. — Safral, Abas, j Zahrahe, Pbrs. ; Safra, Hind. ; Pitta, Sans. 

The bile of the buffalo, wild boar, goat, peacock, and the rohituka 
fish are used in medicine, single or mixed, as laxatives, and chiefly in 
place of water to sotdc powders intended to be made into pills. ( U. C. Dutt.) 

Gall is an absor^nt and purgative, used along with antimony as a 
stimulant for the*ye. In i drachm doses, mixed with i drachm of 'wax, 
taken internally, is said to cause abortion. Bile made into an ointment 
is in inflammatory swellings {Dr. Emerson). 

Feind finiit. See Fssiiiculnm Tulgare, Goertn., Umbelufehs. 
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PERONIA. 

Feronla Elei^iantum, Correa, Rutaces. j 543 

The Wood Apple. ^ 

Vera. — Bilin, iathbil, HtND. j KaiMSt, Bbho. } KabiS, AsxB., Psss. ] 

Kapittha, Sans. ; VaUanga, veto, Tam. i Velara, elaka, Tbl. { KomU, 

Bom. ; Ktnatha, Sind ; Hman, Burm. 

A large tree of the Sub>Hitnalayan forests, from the Ravi e^ward, 

Bengal, South India, Chanda district in the Central Provinces. 

* The fruit is aromatic and used as a stomachic stimulant in diseases of 
children. The gum, resembling gum-arabic, acts as a demulcent in 
bowel .affections. “ The unripe fruit,is described as astringent, and is 
used in combination with hila and Either medicines in diarrhoea and 
dysentery. The riM fruit is said to be useful in hiccup and affections of 
the throat. The leaves are aromatic and carminative.” {U. C. Dutt.) 

In Mahomedan medical works the leaves are described as astringent, 
the fruit as " cold and dry, refreshing, astringent, cardiacal, and tonic, 
a useful remedy in salivation and sore-throat, strengthening the gums 
and acting as an astringent. Sherbet made from the fruit increases the 
appetite, and has alexipharmic properties. The pulp, applied externally, 
is a remedy for the bites of venomous insects j if not obtainable, the 
powdered rind may be used.” {Dymock.) 

Is sometimes used to adulterate Bael fruit. 

Ferrum. 

Ison. 

Vern. — Hadid, Arab.} Akan, Pbrs.j LM, Hind.; Lohi, Liki, Bbmo.j 
Inumu, Tel. 

"Three varieties of iron are used in Hindu medicine, namely, Kinta 
lauha or cast-iron, Mandura, or iron rust, and Sanhasira or salts of 
iron, produced by iron being kept in contact with vegetable acids. 

" Iron increases strength, vigour and longevity, cures all sorts of 
diseases, and is the best of tonics. When gold and silver are not avail¬ 
able, iron is substituted for them. It is used in painful dyspepsia, chro¬ 
nic fever, phthisis, anasarca, piles, enlarged spleen and liver, jaundice, 
urinary diseases, diseases of the nervous ^stem and skin diseases.” 

(U. C. Dutt.) 



FERULA. 

Ferula al Har pa, Boies., Umbelliperjc. 

Syn.—F. ? pERsicA, Willd. • 

Vera.— Hing, Bom. and Hind. ; Kyam, perung^am, Tam. ; f/ingu. 
Sans. ; Anjudin^ Kashmir. The names of this plant are used also for 
any of the following Asafoetida-yielding species. 

Dymock, in his Mat, Med. of Western India, reports that this plant 
supplies the Asafoetida which is most used by the natives of India, and in 
which a large trade is done in Bombay. It is a semi-liquid ^m, con¬ 
tained in skins mixed with impurities and certain portions of Uie plant. 

The thick, fleshy roots of the Asafoetida-yielding plants are cut or 
scratched when a milky juice exudes. This, hardenii^, forms the foetid- 
ly-scented gum-resin. . By Eastern doaors this has, from the remotest 
times, been held in great esteem, and was once rerarded as wcxth its 
weight in silver. - In Europe its use as a medicine has of late years greatly 
diminished. In Hindu medical works it is directed to be fried befke 
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Ecomm^ Prtidneis of India. 


it ia tsed. It it higl^ esteemed as a carminative and condiment^ also as 
an agtiapumodic. It takeit dally it caa prevent attacks of malarious 
fever. Inw fruit is considered tone stimulant. (Dymock^ 

Ferula galbaafflua, Eoitt. ' 

Galbanuv, wUch see. 

Va(B.~<7<MHuA>r, Uustu^ ga«Mr, hintt, Paas. , 

The samMiorsa^^ iuineh^ Arab,, and iir^a or gttnda-Hrota, Hind,* 
ftre Bopetaa e^ app lied to this ffooii bi^t tnore irajiiebUy to ytim o* 

Gtdiw Dtodn^ 

The Javoshir is a yellow or gi^eenish fluid, generally mixed with 
flowers, and fruift of the plant. Mahom^n writere describe 
k as'S foetid gum-resin, and say that it b used medicinally as. an. at- 
teniJteptldetergent^ antbpasdomjeand expectorant; prescribed in para¬ 
lytic actions, hysteria And chropic bron^itb. {Dympfi.) 

K. Jaeschk^ua, Tadce. 

The Flora f Britith India remarks on this species; “Regel 
Schmdh. thinu that this plant probably produces the Asafoetida of 
commerce; this may be so, as it b an abundant species in Kashmir and 
v^ abundant^ supplied with oil; but it is not the Asafoetida of 
Linnseus. ” It is probable that the gum-resin referred to F. Naithex 
in Intf a may be largdy the produce of this species. 

Yields a gpim-resin whic\ AKchison says, is applied to wounds and 
bruises by the inhabitants of Kuram valley. 

F. Narthez, Seiu. 

ThK ASAJOETIDA n.AMT. 

Sja.—N abthex mARXTiDA; F, Asakbtjda, linn. 

Beng., Hivtd.; HUtit, Arab.; AtteiwaA, Pers. ; Hingu, 
Sans.; AtigkuMehrhiari, Pers. ; Perutigayam, Tak. ; Jnguva, Tel. ; 
Hingrot^n, 

The Asafoetida plant b a native of Kashmir, Persia and Afghanis¬ 
tan. 

^ The gum-resin b a powerful antispasmodic, expectorant, and anthel- 
miptK, a nervine stimulant and a feeble laxative. It b useful in 
hysteria and hysterical aSections, also in spasmodic affections such as 
asthma, hooping cough, a^ina pectoris, flatulent colic, &c. It pro¬ 
duces remvkaple effects in the advanced stages rA pneumonia and 
bronchitis in children. (Pharm, Ind.) The leaves possess sudorific and 
carminative properties. 

Compare the remarks under this genus with those given in Part I, 
Gums AND Resins. The Gum-resin, is used as a condiment by natives. 
Itisveryefficaceoiis in flatulent colic. In ringworm it is appued as a 
paste. 


FI)CU5, 

Fic^ benfl^leai^ Linn., Uktioacsjb. 

The i^TAN Tree, 

TOI|CA,^ 

WdSff H^nd.; Sur , M. teNo.j Bal , Pers.; 

lawcHAt Banlut, Garo; 


§>?.® A* clmi^emtiQ of Indian, treos, each often forming i 
, in Itself ^m .hs habit of sendipg dpwn ropts frpm its brancl>ea. 




. 

Tbe milW juice 1$ eirternally applied-b> saiitt aud bcaiaes^ 1 % 
seeds of the mut are considered as cooling and tonic<. The juice is.also 
a remedy for tooth-ache, and also oonsideiM ^ecific for 'cracked h«d|;, 
excoriations, lumbago, and croup. Thf infusion of tha bark ift given,aa a 
tonic. The heated leaves are applied as a poultice t;o.abscesses,.&x. 

Ficus Carlca, Ztnn. * . 

The coukon Fig. . 549 

Vkm.—H ikd., Bena., Pxas.j Ten, teiAB, { Kitnri, fagnt jitgin, 
fttgin, I Anjira, Bom. 

• Cultivated in the North-Western Provinces, the Punjab, %jid the 
Western Himalayas. . • 

The dried fruit is used as a demulcent, emollient^ nutritive and a 
laxative medicine. It is rarqjy employed medicinally. Persons suffering 
from habitual constipation find it usaul as an article of diet. The fruit 
is also used in the form of a poultice to effect suppuration, 


The pulp of the fig, mixed with vinegar and sunir, is very-useful 
in bronchitic affections, principally in children, Emerson.) 


F. Cunia, Such. 550 

Vern.— Khenan, Uiurhitr, ghui, Hikd. } Dumhur, Beho. ; Kunia, Ku-| * 
MAUN ; Kankya, Nepal ; Perina ieregam, Mal. ; Ye-iha-ong, Bukm. 

A moderate-sized tree of the Sub-Himalayan tract from the Chenab 
eastward, ascending to 4,000 feet, Bengal, Burma, mountains on the 
east side of the Peninsula. 

The fruit is given in aphthous complaints. A bath made from the 
fruit and bark is a cure for leprosy. {Rnetde.) 

F. ezcelsa, Vahl. 551 

Vera. — Atti meer alon, Mal. * 

Introduced from the Moluccas into South India. 

The decoction of the root acts as a powerful aperient. 


F. glomerata, Jioxd.' 

Vera.— GUar.paroa, umar. Hind, j S^agya dnmar, Beno, j f 7 <Mft,NBPAL; ^ 
Tchongtm, Lepcha ; Kai)u;ular, hrumbal, dadhvri. Pa.; Atti, Tam. j 
Ye-tha~pan,BuTiU. 

A large tree of the Salt Range, Sub-Himalayan Tract, Bengal, 
Central and South India, and Burma. 

The leaves, bark and fruit are used in native medicine. The bark is 
used as an astringent and a wash for wounds. The milky juice is given 
in piles and diarrntsa, and in combination with sesamum oil in cancer. 
The root_ is useful in dysentery. The figs are considered astringent, 
stomachic and carminative, and are given in menorrhagia-and. luemop- 
tysis. The fresh juice of the ripe fruit is used as an adjunct to a mM^bc 
preparation which is given in diabetes and other urinary diseases. 

F. heterophylla, Linn. 

Syn.—F. RUBBSCBNS, Vakl. ' 

Vera.— Gaori'^hiora, Bbko. ; VaUi-teragam, Mal. ; Suroni, Tbl. 

Common along the banks of larger rivers and choungs all over 
Burma from Chittagong and Ava down to Upper Tenasaerim. 

The juice of the root of this shrub is internally administered in colic 
pains, and the juice of the leaves mixed with milk in dysentery, liie 
bark oi the roo^ which is very bitter, pulverised and iftixed.- witk 
I-i i.jir 
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^AliT y, 3 • Economic Prodnctc of India. 

OILi Corian 4 er se^ is ctmadered a good remedy in coughsand asthma, and 
similar affections of the chest. {Rheede.) 

f Ficus hisplda, Linn.f , 

Syn.— F. OFPosiriFOLiA, Roxt .; F.'doixona, Konig. 

Vtsa,-^Dadvri,deg»*'Pv.i Kagsha, gMa, totmila. Hind.; Tifu-barri, 
Arab. ; Anjir.Hiashtt, PB88.; Khotkadu-Mor, Ass. ; Bodor^iuttntdi, 
'tsi..tKa4oi,Bvsu. 

^ moderate-sized tree of the outer Himalaya from the Chenab east- 
wai^,, ascending to 3,500 feet, Bengal, Central and South Inda, Burma, 
and the Andaman mands. « 

The fruit, seeds and bark are possessed of emetic properties. The 
emetic action is generally followed by more or less purging. 

^ «r 

F. polycarpa, Roxh. 

'Vtxa.—ChkHd^Htigli-aHjir, Dec. ; Ckiriya-^i-atH, Tam. ; Chinna-verri- 
atti^ndv, TBL.; Cheriya-hdt-tatH, Mal. 

A native of Moluccas, Penang and Singapore. 

In medicinal properties, this resembles the preceding species. 

religiosa, Linn. 

The Pipal Tree. 

Vera.— Hind.; AshaiJma, Bbno.; Araia, Tam.; Nyoungbandi, 
Bubm. 

A large, elegant, and sacred tree, with ovate, much acuminate leaves, 
which rustle like the a^en or trembling poplar. Found all over India in 
cultivation, especially near temples and along the roads. 

The bark is astringent, used in gonorrhoea. It has also maturative 
properties. The fruit is laxative and helps digestion. The seeds 
are said to be cooling and alterative. The leaves and young shoots 
are used as a purgative, and an infusion of the bark isj given internally 
in scabies. {AinsUe; Wight.) 

A paste of the powdered bark is used as an absorbent in inflamma¬ 
tory swellings. (Dr. Rjtierson.) 

F. retusa, zinn. 

Syn.— F. NITIDA, Thunb.; F. Bbnjamina, Willd. 

Nepal; Sitnyok, Lepcha; Yerra 
jum, Tel. ; Pilila, Kan. ; Nyoungop, nyoungthabyeh. Burm. 

A large, evergreen tree of Kumaun, Bengal, South India, Burma 
and the Andaman Islands. 

The bark of the root, the root itself and the leaves boiled in oil form 
good applications for wounds and bruises. (Rheede.) 

FiliX'Oias. See Nephrodinm Fillx-mas, Richard., Feuces. 

Fir. See aMm and Pinas, Conifers. 

Fish liver oil. See 
Adp e naw hnso, Linn. 

C^Mam commetsonii, Cuv. & Val. 

Oadna aonhaa, Linn. 

' Ciirduaina. 
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FLACOURTIA. 


' Flacouftia Cataphracta, BIxines. SS8 

Vtnu-^TalUtairi, /’mtoio, Bsn& ; Zamai, Akab.; Talis^atar, 

I Pess.) Tcui$ai>eUri, Tak.iTbl.j ^ttn-gama, timbiuh. Bom. ; Nayuwai, 

BVRM. 

A tree of Assam, Bengal, Burma, Bombay, and Western GhAts. 

The leaves and young shoots taste like rhubarb, and are supposed to 
possess astringent and stomachic properties, and are prescribed in 
(fiarrhcea,.weakness and consumption. An infusion of the bark is pre¬ 
scribed in hoarseness. 

Cojvpare with AUes WebUaaa. . • 


F. Ramontchiy L'Herit., var. a^dda. 

Vem.— Kundayee, buni, bowchee, Hum., Dec.; Kiiai, kangi, AkAso,) 
kandeit Ps.; BavctchJ, SiND. 

A large shrub, which is found along the lower hills, sometimes to ^Soo 
feet, in the Salt Range, on the skirts of the Sulaiman Range and the 
Western Ghats. 

Native inoculators in the Punjab use the thorns for breaking the 
pustule of the small-pox on the oth or the loth day. After child-birth 
among natives in the Deccan the seeds are ground to a powder with 
turmeric and rubbed all over the body to prevent rheumatic pains from 
exposure to damp winds. 




, F, sepiaria, Hoxi. 560 

\tta,—Sondtd, Hind. ; Shertmane, targal, dajkar, jidkar, khatU, Unga- * 
ro, Pb, ; Atrina, BoM. 

A small shrub, found in dry jungles throughout Bengal, the Western 
Peninsula, and Ceylon. It occurs about Delhi, in the Salt Range; and 
on the skirts of the Sulaiman Range. 

This tree yields an antidote to sns^e-bite from an infusion of the 
leaves and roots. The bark triturat^ in sesamum oil is used as a lini¬ 
ment in rheumatism. (Wight: Ainslie: Rheede.) 


/Flax, Common. See Llnua ttgetatiadwniB, Linn,, Linkj. 


FLEMINGIA. 

Flemingia congfesta, JRoxb., LeguhiAosb. S6i 

VtftU—BarasaipaH (in Roxburgh), bhalai (in Gamble), BeNO., Hind.; 
Baiwasi, Nepal ; Nipiimuh, Lepcha j DowdowU, Bom. For the variety 
NftOft Oie vernacular names of Sapt<it’^(i9undt Hind., are given. 

A woody shrub, met with everywhere throughout the thickets and 
forests of the warmer parts of India. It is remarkable that, while this is 
one of the commonest plants of India, its medicinal properties are ap¬ 
parently quite unknown to the native doctors. 

It yields the valuable African medicine known in Arabic as Wards. 

Compare with the account given under Mallotus pUUppiiieoria. 


Flour. See OtyzaiatlvB, Linn., and Ttiticua Vnlgue, Villars, 

GRAKINEiE. • 





* FOmtCVLVM, 

iF<nilai!umvttIgare) 

^ra«->F. PAMoi(i^i;ii^/>Cl 

vnp, Hmb.i Mutai, Svyd. t X^fe: 

Wariartt^Cvz. j Ptdaa^la-ittr^ Tbl. j Barishotika, Bom. 

O^ivatod for the seeda. 

They ate used medicinally as stimulant, aromaftlc, and darminative. 
The root is regarded as purgative, and the leaves diuretic. 


FoiCglove Purple. See Digltatiapiupiirea.Zrain.,Scsoii>Hui.AKUCE2. 
Fianconuia crispa. Cass. 'See Pnficetlmcriapa, Benth., Cokpositx. 
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PnmJdaceose. See Boewellk aettatiu Roxh., and PJmra TMta, it'tm, 

FRKINUS. 

,Ftaxi&u8 floribunda, ITai/., pLEAcxx. 

VtSa.—BttnarUh, Aso. ] iannu, skun. Pa. j angu, N. W. P.; 

Kangu, Nbval. \ 

A large, deciduous tree on the ]^imalaya,-from the Indus to Sikkim, 
between 5,000 and 8,500 feet. 

A concrete, saccharine exudation (manna) is obtained by incision 
from the stem, and is a substitute for the officinal manna. 

F. Omus, ■£>»». 

Flowxking Ash. 

Sya.— Oknus auaoPiKA, Pert. 

Vtm.—Skir-ikist, Pers., Hind,, Dbo. j Mann, shir-ikiM, Arab, j Mend, 
Tam., Tbl. ; Mannd, Mal. 

“The saccharine exudation obtained principally from Fnu&ms onus, 
Linn., is a gentle laxative, widely employed.” {Spans’ Encycl.) It has a 
sweet taste, and its action being mild it is suitable ior children, 

F, rotunifoUa, 

Round-lsavzd Ash. 

Natives of the mountains of South Europe and Asia Minor, and ex¬ 
tending in the Mediterranean r^on westward to Corsica and Eastern 
Spain. 

The saccharine exudatioh from the stem obtained by incisions con¬ 
stitutes the officinal Manna. It is a mild laxative, especially suitable 
for children and ddicate persons. 

F.^. 

Vtrai’^iydkekei, Air kUti, Ps, 

This umiemrmined mecies is found in the mountains to the north 
of K&bul. 

The manna known under the name <rf shir kkist is imported from 
Afghanistan, and is us«l as a laxative. 

Fnodi wine CStandy). See SpUtu vied GaiUd. 

Puhm-Butter. See Baada bntyiacea, Roxb., Safotacss. 
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a^n^UeStesi 


FtiWitUb * 

^Fumarla puviSon^Zami., FvuA^JMtM, . v... 

Vera.— Pitpapara, Hind.* 6bc.j feil ^w rii l'^WW ii, 

Arab.; Skaira, Pbws., Sms.) Bw 

Found in rice-fields during the dddMeson) h^j pi Bei A yAlt Produced 
plant. • , - . 

The dried plant is reguded aS effiosdons in low fever, is also 
used as an anthelmintic, diuretic, diaphoretic, aadaperient^ and to purify 
•the blood in skin diseases. (Baden-PowtU^ 

Along with black pepper It is used in the treatment of aguie. (Xeylt.) 
Mahomraan writers describe the plant as diuretic and alter^ve, aperi¬ 
ent afld expectorant. (Dy^ck.) • 

Gadus Morrhua, ZiVra., Piscss. 

CouKON Cod, from which Cod Liver or Morrhua oil is obtained. 

Abundant on the coasts of Norway, Frihtie, Bri^ir, and Iri^nd, 
and especially on the coasts of Newfoundland. 

The oil extracted from the liver in its fresh state is imparted into India 
for medicinal purposes. It is a valuable alterati^^ and nubidve, useful 
in scrofulous and tubercular affections. It is e^edally bene^al in 
phthisis, rachitis, tabes mesenterica, acute and chronic hydroc^halus 
and ophthalmia. It is also useful in neuralgia and sciatica, obstinate 
sidn (Sseases, chronic rheumatism, diabetes, epilepsy, chcxva and dys¬ 
pepsia. {Pharm. Ind.) 

GalangEl, Su Alplnia Galaaga, Stvz^ SciTAMntxac. 


Galbanum. 

A gum-resin, obtained probably from two ^ecies of Phhtla, vi»., 
F. gaAanifliia and F. rnUca;^, which see. 

It is administered as a stimulating eiqiectorant, and is also used in 
plasters. 

Galena. 


Galla are growths or vegetable excretions formed by certain plants 
around a parasitic insect. See QnetcSa InibctoriH Olivei't a'ttd also Galls 
in the List oV DtSss, Tans and MoftDANta. 


GALIPEA. 

G^lipea Cusparia, Sf. Rutacks; 

CuspAaiA or Angvstuxa Bark. 

Native of the woods of trc^ical South America. The bark is im¬ 
ported into India. 

The bark is a stimulant, aromatic tonic, febrifuge and antiperiodic. 
It has been successfully empWed in atonic dyspepsia, chronic diarrhoea, 
and dysentery, and al^ in the treatment of debiiify caused by acute 
diseases. It iias also met with success in the trratiherit dl low itit^g- 
nant fevers. 

Gallic acid. 

Gamboge. See under Gardoku 

Gao-auiban. See Ommu, * 



EconoMic Erffduets ef India. 


QASCimA. 

Gaitinla IshSol, Otoit„ Odtxi^sks. » 

Sia>—G. raapVUA, Pharm. M. si. 

Venii— ^findaU, Goa ; Amteot, hokttm. Bom. 

The tree is cdhunon on the West Coast between Damaun and Goa; 
it gosws wild upon the hills of the Konkan, but it is often to be teen in 
gardens close to the sea. 

The bruit has an agreeable, add flavour, and a syrup is made from it; 
the seeds furnish a concrete oil called Kokum in Bombay. Kokum butter 
first attracted the notice of the Eu^eans about 18^0 as a remedy for 
excoriations and chaps of theski»; in ordei;to ap^v it, a piece is' partially 
mdted and rubbea upon the sheeted part. The bark is astringent. 
i^Dymock.) 

G. Mai^ostana, Linn. 

The Makgostxsm. 

Vtai,—UeHgliop, Bubk. 

The Mangosteen tree is cultivated in British Burma (South Tenas- 
serim) for its fruit, which is pronounced the finest of all the known fruits. 

The rind is used as an astringent medicine for diarrhcea and dysen¬ 
tery. It has been found very usdul in the chronic diarrhoea of children. 

G. Morelia, Desroua. 

Gavbogb. 

Syn.—H bbradendron Cambooioidbs, Crakam. ; G. fictoria, Roxb. 

Vm,—H ind. ; SIvJtH, Tah. ; Banatosi, Bvrh. 

An evergreen tree, found in the Khisia hills. East Bengal, and 
West Coast of India. , 

Medicinally, the gum Gambogt is used as a warm purgative, and 
considered a i^uable hydragogue cathartic. It also possesses anthel¬ 
mintic propoties. It is a valuable medicine for dropsical affections, 
amenorrhcea, ob^nate constipation, artd as a vermifuge. 


GAltDENIA. 

Gardetila campanulata, Roxb., Rubucxx. 

Vtsat—Htaydkaxrpaya, Burk. 

Met with at the foot of the Sikkim Himalaya, in Assam, Silhet and 
Chittagong, Behar, at the summit of Pareshnatn, and Pegu. 

The root is used as a cathartic and anthelmintic. 

\. G. gomnifera, Linn. f. 

Meta. — Dekamabi, kamarri, HtNO.; Ckitamatta, chitnityal, gaggaru, 
Tbl. ; Odtta, kmbia, Kan. ; Diiemili, Bok, 

A large ^rub of Central and South India. 

The gum obtained from this plant is used internally in dyspepsia 
acconqiam«l by flatulence. In veterinary medicine, it » employea to 
off flies fiw sores. (J)ymock.) 



MedwiHes. - 


Gardenia hidda, Roxi. 

Sira.—G. ussmintUL, XHht Kutb, Partti PI. tt, 


VenL—DiiamaU, Hind., Guz.j JCmda-mat^^ tettOF-manga, C. P. j 
Karinga, tetla-manga, Tbl. { Kumbi, Tam. 




A small, deciduous tree ctf Central and South India, Chittagong. 
The bark of this plant yidds a gum, which is used iti the treatment 
cutaneous diseases. • 


Gelatine. See Itlnglaaa. * 

Gendarussa vulgaris, Ifees ., Acanthaceje. 

Syn.—^JusTiciA Gendarussa, Linn. 

Vem.— Jagai-madan, Benc. ; NUa-nirgandi, Sans.; Teotkala-aduUa 
Bom. ; Kalukumbalt, Dec. ; iTidla vaviUt, Tel. ; Gafida-rusa, Mal. 
Bawa-tiei, Burm. 

An evergreen, dense shrub, 2 to 4 feet high; found in the tropical 
forests of Martaban and Tenasserim ; also in Ava and the Andamans. 
Dr. Dymock says it is a well-known edging for flower beds, but I have 
never known it to be used medicinal'y. Europeans sometimes ^1 it “ box.” 

The leaves and tender shoots when rubbed emit a strong but not 
unpleasant odour; used in decoction in chronic rheumatism. {Ainslie.) 
The Malays employ the plant as a febrifuge. In Java it is considered 
to have emetic properties. (Pharm. Ind.)^ Dr. Dymock, in his Materia 
Medica, says that the medicinal properties attributed to this plant by 
Ainslie and in the Indian Pharmacopceia do not correspond with those 
possessed by the plant, and conjectures that it has b^n confounded 
with some spedes of.^te*. 

Geniosporum prostratum, Benth., Labutx. | 

MetJU^IiaMil-nagai, Tam. 

Reg^ded as febrifuge at Pondicherry. 


GENTIANA. 

Gentiana decumbens, Gentunaces. 

VenuP 

Baltisthan and West Til^X^altitude 11,000 to 15,000 feet, eastward 
to Lahoul, common on the Kat^ecum. 

A tincture prepared of this plant has been used as a stomachic by 
. the Lahoul Missionaries. {Stewart.y 

G. Kurroo, Rtyle. 

HufALATAN Gentian. 

Vem.—^an), Mtki, Benq., Hind. ; NUhani, tanuUphul, fdUddl, Pa.: 

Pkitkitvoeda, Bom. 

Common in Kashmir and North-West Himalaya, altitude 5,000 to 
Ii/xx> feet. 

The root is medicinally used as a bitter tonic, and as a substitute for 
the true Gentian. On the hills it is viewed as a febrifuge, and is latg^ 
exported to the plains along with PlcrorUaa Karrooa, RoyU, as the offi¬ 
cinal karri or kutku, of which Stewart says 36 maunds were, in 1867, ex¬ 
posed for sale at Rampdr brought from Kullu. Davies’ Trade Report gives 
20 maunds as annually exported from Peshawar to Kabul. Atkinson 
says that five tons are annually exported from the hills to the plains. 
Recent information as to the extent ^ this trade would be most accepUlble. 
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CfOitiuui lotea, Zmim, 

*CoiiiioH EcBOPKiff VstiJow (Shcmu^; 

Native cf tlie siljnhe and sulMlpioet^ons Ibl StHidi EuSttpe. The 
dried root of the plant is im^oited ihto Indiiu 

" Gentian is a pine or fimple hitter, and hence acts as a stomachic 
tome by gi\^ng tone to the stomach and improwng appetite.” 
a valuable remed^in debility, in convalescence alter ei^ustinf diseases, 
and ui some forms of dyspepsia. It was formerly highly v^ued in the 
treatment cf intermittents. [fientUy and Trinum Phafm, Ind.) 

G. tenella, lYies. 

VtpL—Tita, Pb. 

Kashmir and Western Hinialaya, altitude xo/xm to 14,000 feet 1 
common. 

Aitchison says that in Lahoul a decoction of the leaves and stems of 
this and other species is given in fevers. 


GERANIUM. 

58s Geranium nepalense, Swei., Geraniac&s. 

* ' Vein.— Sotril, bkinda, and is sold in the bazaar under the name of Ratian- 

jot. 

K herbaceous, prostrate plant, common all along the Himalaya, 
altitude $,000 to 9,000 feet to the Khdsia hills, Ceylon and the mountains 
of South India. 

It is said to be used medicinally in the Punjab. The roots are sold 
as an adulterant or substitute for the Raianjat. See OncMM ecUbtdttk 

586 G. ocellatum, Cam 5 . 

* ^ Vem.^— Bhdnd, Hind. 

A small, straggling plant, met iVlth on the hills from the Punjab to 
Nepal, and on the summit of Pareshnath in Chutla Nagpur. 

The plant possesses diuretic and astring^t properties. 

587 G. Wallichianum, Sweet. 

Ahchison says the root of this plant was brought to him in Kuram 
as a valuable medicine known, as Mamd-ran {Kuram Vality Flora, 
journal Linntsan Soc., XVIII., {/age a6.) 


GISEKIA. 

Glsdcia pharnac^ides, Ficonnuc. 

Syn.—(Haelda is. by the Pharmac^aia, referred to Phytolaccacese. 
This was die opinion of the older uniters, but the Genera Plantarum has 
reduced it to r IcoideflB* 

Found in the Punjab, Sindh, Deccan, and Cwlon. 

The plant has been found to act as a powerful anthelmintic in cases 
of taenia. The discoverer, Capt. W. H. LovVther {fourn, Agri. ftorti. 
Society of India, 1857) directs that the fresh plant, including the leaVes, 
stalks and capsules be administered in doses <» about an ounce ground 
into a powder and given in the form of a draught with Water. The dose 
is recommended to be repeated three times at intervals of four days. 
(fhatm. Ind.) 

138 



Gii^:ar. Su ZhiflusoBdxaak, Rua. 

Glinos fotoldes, Litm., also Tbsu^&t/ea^ Ho^i. 

See MoUngo faltta, Thunh% FicoIdsx. 

* 

GtORtd^ 

'Gl<»fosaauperfaa, Linn., i^luces. 

* VtCD,—Kariiri, Hind; LingaHki,agnisikki, Sans.; BUha ianguli, Bbno. 

A native of the forests of India; appears during the rainy season in 
Bei^I. 

The root is said to be a violent poison, but is applied in the form of 
a pute, to navel, supra-pubic region and vagina, with the object of pro¬ 
moting labour pains. 

Gluten of wheat. See TtMciua vuigare. 

Glycerine, 

A sweet principle obtained from fixed oils and fats. It is a valuable 
emollient and a ready solvent of morphia, iodin^ &c.; useful in some 
forms of deafness. 


GLYCYNE. 

^ GlyC]me labbdis, Linn, See Tefuanns tabiaUs, Spreng., Leooumo&s. 
G. SojO} Sieh., LEGcitiNOSiE. 

The Sqt Beak. 

Syn,— Dolichos Soja, It'aa.; Soja HtspiDA. 

Vem. — Gari-kulay, Bbno. ; Bhat, bkairoan. Hind. 

A pulse (densely clothed with fine, ferruginous hairs), sub-erect. Tro¬ 
pical regions and outer Himalaya, from Kumaun to Sikkim, the Khisia 
and the Naga hills to feJ^fjer Burma. Dr. Stewart mentions a field of 
Bhat having been observeecin Bissahir in the Punjab, altitude 6,000 feet. 

It is chiefly met with in a'l’tate of Cultivation. Dr. Roxburgh first saw 
the plant from seed received frOhathe Moluccas in 1798. 

The seed or bean has attained '^Imost a European name from its 
being prepared into the sauce known in India as "Soy.” The seed is 
largely eaten by the Chinese, and from it a sort of cheese is p^ared. 
It IS ^so largely consumed in the manufacture of an edible oil. The 
cake, after the extraction of the oil, Lj used for cattle food or as a rich 
manure. 


GLYCYRHIZA. 

/ Glycyrhiza glabra, Linn., Leouhinoss. 

Liquorice. 

Vem.—MulhattiiJeM-madh, Hind, t yashti madhu, Bbno. i Uadhuka, 
ytuhii madhu. Sans. 

Native of South Europe^ Asia Minor, Armenia, Siberia, Persia, Tur¬ 
kestan and Afghanistan, 

Largely.imported into India, the root beingused in medicine and in 
calico-printing. It has been used in native medicine hxmi'remote times. 
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it ia much used to flavour medical decoctions, oils, &c. It is demulcent, 

5 ethcilieat and cooling, and b a useful adjunct to <^er cough medicines. 
It also enters Into the composition of many external coding a{^lic»> 
tions. * , 

OMELINA. 

c 

Gffidl^arborea„i?<»:j., VERBSNAcxac. 

Vem. — KimMr, gimhir, kdi6i£mbari. Hind., Pb.j GAmir, gimbir, 

‘ BsNo.i Gasieart, Nepal; Gomari, Ass.; ifumbor, LspcHa ; ffolkciai, 
Gaeo; Gumadi, cummi, Tam.; G4mar-tti, pedda-gomru, tagumida, 
Tel. ; Shrtmey, iuli, Kan. ; Xurse, Gono ; Ai-dtmmaia, Cinch. ; Yaiita- 
my. Busk. 

A moderate-sized tree occurring wild in the eastern part of th^ Punjab 
Siwalik, on the Sub-Himalavans tract from the Chenab eastward and 
throughout India, Burma and the Andaman Islands, and occasionally 
planted in the plains. 

The fruit is ofiicinal in the Punjab. The root is bitter, tonic, stomachic. 
and laxative, given in cough, rheumatism, fever and indigestion, and is 
said to have anthelmintic properties. 

G. asiatica, Linn. 

Vem.— Badhira, Hind, j Gamudu, Tel. 

A large, much-branching shrub of the forests of South India, Burma 
and Ceylon. 

Used for rheumatism, pains in the loins, and syphilitic diseases. It 
was known to the Portuguese under the name Rats Madre de Deos, and 
regarded by the Hindu doctors as a demulcent and alterative. 

G. panrifolia, Rotsh. 

Vem.— NUak-kumitk, Tam.; ChaOa-gummudu, Tel.; Nilab-tunuuk, 
Mal. 

" The leaves and young shoots of this shrub abound with a thick, 
viscid mucilage, which is imparted readily to cold water, which, when thus 
impregnated, is employed by the natives in the treatment of gonorrhcea 
to allay ardour urina:.” {Pharm, Ind.) 

GNAPHALIUM. 


596 


Gxiaphalium luteo-album, Zt»>''fCouposiT£. 

Vem.— Bilraksha, Pb. ^ 

A small, erect, white or yellc w annual, common throughout the tem¬ 
perate Himalaya from Kashmir to Burma from 500 to 1,000 feet in 
altitude. '' 

The leaves are said to be officinal in the bazars of the Punjab. 
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GOLD. 

Gold. 

This metal is first beaten into leaf free from any amalgam. It is 
then heated and rubbed with mercury some 13 or 14 times, when it is 
said to lose its metallic character, and* becomes reduced to a reddish 
powder. 

In this condition it is prescribed, and it is considered a valuable • 
tonic and alterative, improving the memory and intellect. It is by the 
kabirajas prescribed in fever, consumption, insanity, impotence and 
<%er nmsBus diseases. Dose one to two grains. {U, C, Dutt.) 
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GOSSYPIUM, : 

GcMCQrpium arborestn, L., Malvacu. 

G. barbadense, Linn. 

/' GkJl^baceuin, L, 

The Indun Cotton. 

Vets. —RiL kufit, Hind. ; TulJ, Brno, j Karpas, Sans, j PanOH, Tam. j 
Pratfi, Tel. ; Wa, Burm. 

Extensively cultivated on account of its fibre. 

The cotton-wool is applied to bums ; the seeds are said to increase 
the «ecretion of milk, and are also said to be useful in epitepsy and as 
an antidote to snake-poisbn. The •root is diuretic, emenagogpie and 
demulcent, and the leaves in decoction are tonic and said to be used in 
fever and diarrhoea. (Atkinton.) 

Gun cotton is a preparation of cotton which is steeped in sulphuric 
and nitric acid, wasnea in water sev^ial times, and then dried in a water 
bath. This substance leaves no ash 'vhen exploded by heat. Collodion 
is a preparation of gun cotton with ether and rectified spirit. It is 
extensivdy used as an application to wounds, ulcers, skin diseases. See. 

GRACILARIA. 

Gradlaria conferroides, GrevilU, 

G. lichenoides, GrevilU. 

Cetlon Moss ; Agar-Agar. 

A sea-weed found on the coasts of the Indian Ocean, especally at 
Ceylon and along the Burmese coast to Siam, the Malay Archipelago, 
including Java and Australia. 

It consists of yellowish-white or purple filaments from one to several 
inches in length, ll],e finest being not much thicker than sewing thread. 
The filaments are rougt thin, round, much-branched, and covered with 
pointed tubercles, yellovi^nd semi-transparent. 

In its medicinal propd^es it resembles Currageen, being emollient, 
demulcent and nutritive, anaLin decoction it constitutes a light, readily 
digestible food for invalids aiMl^ildren. The decoction is officinal in 
the Indian Pharmacopoeia. 

It is largely used in China toL make jellies and sweetmeats, and 
as a varnish, &c., and seems likely toi come into use to a large extent 
as a substitute for isinglass. It is imported occasionally into England 
and used as a jilly for dressing silk. » 

Grains of Paradise. See Canlamoms (AaiomuJB Bubulatum and EUet- 
torla Cardamomma). 

GRANGEA. 

r Grangea maderaspatana, Pair., Cohposita, 

Sya. —Artnmisia Maderaspatana, Roxb. 

Vern. — Muttari, Hind. ; NamuU, Beng. j Afeanieen, Ksj.'a ; Baranjitif 
konki, Pers. ; liaekipattiri. Tam. ; Vovana, Kan. ; Nelampala, Mal. 

The leaves are regarded as a valuable stomachic and to possess 
deobstruent and antispasmodic properties, and are prescribed in infasion 
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and electuary in cases of obstructed menses'Und hysteria. They are 

snodyi 


also sometimes used in pi;«parmg asUseptic and an 
(AinslUt: Mat, Ind. L, p. 483 .) 


ayne fomentations. 


Green or Amoican Helleborii. Sec 

CXX« ( 

Greenheart Tre& Sa Nectanda Rodld, Schomb,, Lavkacu. 

OnfBOfjfs Powder. .See under Rheqa. 

GREWIA. 

e .... 

Grew& asiatica, Zmes;, Tn-iAcas 

' Vem.— Phalsi, Aukri, Bbnq., HiNih ; Ptttiki, Tbi..j Paruska, Sans, 

A small tree, wild in Central India and Rajputana, and cultivated 
throughout India for its fruit,'which are much eaten, being pleasantly 
acrid. 

The fruit is supposed to possess astringent, cooling and stomachic 
properties; from it a spirit is distilled and a pleasant sherbet. The 
leaves are used as an application to pustular eruptions, and the buds are 
also prescribed by native practitioners. An infusion of the bark is used 
as a demulcent. 

Ground nut. See Axmcbla byposMt Linn,, LsavunrosA, 


GUAIACUM. 

Gualaoum offludnale, Linn., ZyaoPHVLLAcsx. 

Lignum Vit*. 

A small, evK’green tree the West Indies and tropical South 
America. Sometimes cultivated in India. 

The hard wood is much 'valued for makinr pull^s and the bearings 
of steam machinery. It contains a resin kn'^wn as gum guaiacum. This 
is chiefly obtained froni St.- Domingo and Jamaica. It occurs as a 
natural exudation, increased by maku^-artificim incisions. It is brittle, 
breaking with a clean, glassy frp ..ure. It possesses stimulant, diapho¬ 
retic and alterative properties, an", is a useful remedy for chronic forms 
of rheumatism, syphilitic and I'outy affections. Guaiacum wood or 
Lignum Vitas has a very dark heart-wood, owing to its being impreg¬ 
nated with the resin somewhat Ifke Its properties are similar, 

although weaker than that of the resin. 

Guaiacum is imported into India and sold by our chemists. Ainallo 
in 1826 urged the introduction of Guaiacum to India. 

Guatteria longifolia, See PolyalUiUi, longifolk, Anonacem. 

Guilandina Bonduc. See Ctewd^pia Bosdnceiia, Leouhinosa 

.Gulancha. See Tlno^Mim cordlfoUa, Miers., Menispekmacem. 

Gua COttOIU Set under Oo—y p hua , Mai.vace£. 

C^uu; t^^dsam. DjpteipciuimEtatli^^ 
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GYMNOSPORXA. 




C^rnuieQioria spinoM, H . /,, Cblastun&b. 

Van.— Kandiiri, I4p, paiiSl, ktumla, phu^ari, Pb. 

A shrub with stroi^ pineSj common in the Tr^ns-Indus, Salt Rni^e, 
fc>^,ooo and to 3,500 feet in the low valleys of the outer Him^ya. 
The smoke of the seeds is a cure for tooth-ache, * 
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GYNANDROPSIS. 

^Gynant^psls pentaphylla, JDC., Cappasidex. 

Syn.— Clbokb fbktapikua, Linn 

' Vera.— Hurhur, kathalparhar. Hind.; Hurhuriya, kiniU, Bbno, ; Hulhul, 

Dbc. ; V^lai, vaminta^KU. and Tbl. j Kart^ila, Mac. 

Abundant throtighout the warm parts of India and all trc^kal 
countries. 

The leaves are used as a rubefacient and visicant j the expressed juice 
is given with salt in ear-ache ; the seeds in powder are given with sugar 
internally in fevers and bilious complaints, and the entire plant with 
Sesamum oil is used as an ointment m cutaneous affections. {AinsUt ; 
Wights Drury.) 

GYNOCARDIA. 

Gynocardia odorata, Jl. Br., Bixines. 

Chaulhucxa. 
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Vera —ChaulmugrioT fkilmigri,petnrkysroi Hind., Bbno.j Kadu, Nbpalj 
Tkk, Lbpcha ; Toungpung, Maoh. 

Forests of the Malayan Peninsula and Eastern India, as far north as 
Assam, extending thence along the base of the Himalaya as far west 
as Sikkim. 

The seeds are a]teratiy|, tonic, and in large doses emetic. Th^ yield 
an oil which is in India^^pner^ly used in the cure of skin diseases, 
scrofula, &c. It is also largelv prescribed for consumption and rheuma¬ 
tism, and as a specific against*.|^hilis. The active principle of this oil, 
Gynocardic acid, has b^n separ^.^^nd much recommended as an ex¬ 
cellent form of administering the drug. In the treatment of phthisis the 
Chaulmugra oil has gained a Europea^^utation, and a reputation which 
seems daily to be increasing, and ^ustl^ Dr, W. Murrell, Senior Assis¬ 
tant Physician to the Royal Hospital (^ndon) for diseases of the chest 
{See British Medical Joumal, i 88 o) says that he has been using Chaulmu¬ 
gra oil with marked success for the past few years. He prmers it to be 
administered along with milk, and commences with three drops three or 
four times a day and gradually increases the dose until the patient can 
take no more, which is about 10 minims, four times a day. The Chaul- 
mug^a seemed to Dr, Murrell first to act as an expectorant, the phlegm 
coming up more freely and with less trouble to thp patient. When the 
patient comesunda the influence of the m^icine it at first causes-watery 
diarrhoea, but this rapidly subsides, followed by a neat desire fen- food 
whjch, if not satishM, results m nausea. If rubbed freely upon the 
chest, both back and front, this relief to the cotigh is very marlted. 1 
Mr. Ohristy, in his Nen Comtturcial Plants, pt^shes certain l^ers 
from private persons who speak in we highest terms of the use Oif^he 
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oil in the -cure of rheumatism. He recommends that the oil should be 
liquified by heat and tlun, with the fin^pers, well rubbed intq the parts 
affect^ About drops ctfthe o 9 , either in milk or in the form of 
capsules, should be taken at bed<time, and the quantity fradu^}' in¬ 
creased, care beingtakenthatthe b^sults are used after, not before^ meals. 

yaccadai ^ A, See Saponaria Vaccaria.,i)w>n., 

CAaTOPHTLLSA 

' aSMATOXYLON. 

Haematozylon campechianum, Ztnn., LsovuiNosa. 

Logwood. 

A native of Central Amerid^ and the West Indies, imported into 
India. 

Used to a certain extent in medicine, but chiefly as a colouring 
agent. The wood possesses astringent and tonic properties. It is used in 
chronic or atonic aiarrhoea with great success. It has been used in 
leucorrhoea by a process of injection. The extract is used in the form of 
ointment in cancer. 

Largely imported into India and sold both in the bazaars and in our 
chemists’ shops. 

Hartshorn. 

Vem.— Mrigasringa, Saws. 

The antler of the deer, incinerated in closed vessels, is used in painful 
affections of the heart, pleurodynea, sciatica and lumbago. ( U. C. Duii.) 
For Spirits^ Hartshorn see Anuuomum carbonate. 


HEDYCHIUM. 

Hedychium spicatum, Ham., Scitahikea. 


The Lessee Galanoale of AinsUe, accoiiing to Royle. 



This plant is common in parts of ^.!ie Punjab Himalaya and Nepal, 
altitude from 3,500 to 7,500 feet. ^ 

The aromatic root-stocks ar/jT used as a stomachic, carminative, tonic 
and stimulant. They are also^used in veterinary medicine; exported 
from Nepal and Kumaun to tl^- plains. 

HELICTERES. 

, Hidkteres Imra, Linn., Stercuuacee. 

Vesti.—MaToir-phali,jonJut-phali, kapdsl, bhendu. Hind. iAnimord, Beno.; 
Avariani, ^NS,; Aiia, Gond ; Gubadarra, Tbl. ; Kewan, maradsing, 
Bok. j Thoognaychay, Buail. 

A soft-wooded shrub, with grey bark, of the Sub-Himalayan tract, 
from the Jhelam eastward, Bengal, South and Central India, and Burma. 

The fruits of this plant are made into liniment for sores of the ear. 
Th^ are also internally administered for colic, its properties being chiefly 
basM upon *'the doctrine of signatures” which prevails in India now, 
as it did in Eurcme some centuries ago, the five curiously-twisted 
indicating the contortions <£ the intestines. 
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HELIOTROPIUM^ 

Heliotropiutn breTifolium,» WaH., Boraginex. 

^t/ttX,—Safid-bJutngra, chitiphil. Hind.) Kharai, tindu,gorakkpimo, Pb. 

A small plant, common in many parts of the Punjab.* 

’•The whole plant is laxative ana diuretic; thtf juic^ is used as an 
application to sore-eyes, gum-boils and sores generally, to promote sup¬ 
puration, and as a cure for the sting of nettle? and insects. (Atlhnson.) 

H: europeum, Zinn. 

Veni. —Nil kattei, bithia, ahein,popai SlUi, gidar tamiki, Pb., Hind. 

Cdrnmon throughout the Punjab.^ 

The plant is emetic, and also given after snake-bite, and, along with 
tobacco oil, is applied locally to the bite itself, 

H. undulatum, Vahl. 

Sya.—H. KAUASISSIMUM, Siei. 

Vem.— Pipai-buH, jate misdt, Pb. 

Found in Punjab, Sindh, and the Upper Gangetic plain, altitude 
1,000 feet. 

Given after snake-bite, while tobacco oil is locally applied to the bite 
itself. 

HELLEBORUS. 

Helleborus niger, Ztnn ., Ranunculace*. 

Black Hellebore or Christmas Rose. 

Vem. —? Kala-kitki, Beno., Dec. ; Khertic or iarlici, kberbek asroed, Arab.; 
Kherbeck-seeah, Pe'ks. ; Katuroum, or katurShini, Sans.; Kdddgaru- 
ganie,TAts.} Kat*kar6~gani, Tel. 

A small, perenni^ herb, with black, jointed, definite rhizomes, having 
numerous interlacing ro^lets, A native of Central and South Europe, 
with the Altai Mountains as its southern limit. 

Ainslie says, with a deg. ^ of hesitation and doubt, that the plant 
which yields this diug is met Syith in Nepal, and he gives the above ver¬ 
nacular names for it. Dr. W. 0’£^.«uRhnessy, in his Bengal Dispensatory, 
gives an abstract of Ainslie’s inforni^ion, and is followed by Birdwood 
in hisBomfioy Products, Kanai Lai D&in his Indigenous Drugs of India, 
and later still, Murray in his Drugs di Sind. All these authors have 
simply compiled from Ainslie, altering tie original information only so far 
as to remove the hesitation with which Ainslie published the statement 
that Hellebore was produced in Nepal. Even Ainslie derived his inform¬ 
ation from Dr. Kirkpatric, who writes that it is'known in Nepal as 
kutka, and that it also reaches India by way of the Red Sea. Dr. Dymock, 
in his valuable work on the Materia Medica of Western India, does not 
allude to Hellebore or to its Indian substitute. As a matter of fact, 
however, the plant has never been found in Asia in a wild state, and 
if it exists in India at all it could only be in the flower gardens at 
our hill stations, but it is doubtful if it could grow even there much 
below 10,000 feet in altitude. Mahomedan physicians do, however, 
prescribes drug which is known as Hellebore, as also many others 
which neither grow nor are imported into India, Dr, Royle explains 
this by stating that the Mahomedans obtained their medical science from 
the Arabian physicians who, in their turn, learned it from the Gri^ 
authors. European plants have thus come to be known by name in India, 
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aamai. and includes in his list such the roots of the black Hellebore 
reimu-king that the 4rug^^ trusting to the indifference of the physician 
and the ignnance of tire patient, substitutes for such drun others with 
suppos^ similar pr^erties. This ie remarkable ana curious; the 
symbolic “Recipe” treing ^marently in the e^es of the physician of more 
importance than the ingredients of the mixture, tor one cannot quite 
bwieve that he is ^holl^ igncxant of the non^istence of the medicines 
he has prescribed. It is amusing how persistently even the commonest 
hakiiu will mysteriouslv mention the almost sacrra Greek synonyms for 
his drugs. A knowledge of such matters seems to constitute his highest 
credentials. 

I have already drawn attention to the fact that Actssa indcata and 
Cbaidfiiga fcetida (two common liimal^an plants related to Hellebore) 
are apparently not known by 4he Indian doctors to possess medicinal 
properties. I strongly suspect it is the roots of one or of both of these 
plants that are known as Hellebore in India, and are substituted for that 
drug. Thqf are largely used to adulterate Hellebore in Europe and 
America, besides possessing distinct medicinal properties. 

Hellebore is a drastic hydragogue, cathartic and also emmenagogue 
and anthelmintic. It was formerly held in high esteem and employed in 
the cure of mania, melancholia, epilepsy, dropsy, amenorrhoea, chronic 
skin affections and worms. In large doses it is an acro-narcotic poison. 
It is to a certain extent used both internally and externally in veterinary 
pharmacy. As referred to above, it is often adulterated with Actsea and 
rsurf Mftiga. but from these it may be at once distingfuished by the absence 
of the medullary rays so characteristic of these roots, and by an infusion 
not becoming black on the addition of a solution of per-sulpnate of iron. 
Set ActSM and also dmldfugiu 

HellcborCi Green, See Veratram vlride, Ation, Litucaac. 
HEMIDESMUS. 

Hemidesmus Indicusi -R- Br., Asclkpiade*. 

Vem.—Aiwwiamii/, Bbno. ; Magreba, Hind. / Nannari, Dec.; Zaiyin, 
Arab. ; Auskiake-Undi, Perb. ; GadKiigandhi, Tam. ; Palasugandhi, 
Tel; 

A climber of North India from Banda to Oudh and Sikkim, and 
southward to Travancore and Cwlr-r.. 

Roots are officinal in the In^an Pharmaeopona, and are used as a 
substitute for sarsaparilla. Th^ are said to be sweet, demulcent, alter¬ 
ative, diaphoretic, diuretic and'Tonic. Useful in loss of appetite, disin¬ 
clination for food, fever, sk/n diseases, ^hilis and leucorrhcea. It is 
scarcely necessary to do morAhan mention the name of this exceedingly 
useful medicine. 

Hemlock. See Codua msmlatnw, Linn., UMBKLLiFERa, 

Hemp, Indian, See CannabU SatlTS, Urticacb*. 

Henbane, See HyoKyaana Niger, Linn., Solanacex. 

HERMODACTYLUS. 

5xS Hermodactylus, sp, ? Liuacije. 

yftnu—Siriiyan, Hind. 

<i Under this name are sold two or three kinds of bulbs, white and 
sweeliyellow and black, the former being bitter, the latter poisonous. 
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These bulbs are said to possess diuretic and sedative properties. 
Th^ are prescribed in gout, rheumatism and dropsy. 

Sir W. O’Shaughnessy {Bengal Disf., 1841) describes two forms of 
these bulbs, one bitter, Surinjan tuik, said to come.from Kashmir, and 
Surtnjan shtrin, from Arabia. After related trials with the former he 
tame to the conclusion that it possessed the properties of CoicUcna. 

Kanai lal De, Rai Bahadur, repeats, 25 years later, the same inform¬ 
ation, and shortly after, the Pharmacopceia India republishes it, but 
our knowledge of the drug seems to nave all the time remafhed sta¬ 
tionary, The only additional information, in fact, is the identification 
*of one of the corms referred to as obtained from Colchicna wic^pstnm, 
Linn.t which su. 

* hernaSidia. 


Hernandia peltata, Meism., Lauracsa. 

Vem.— Uparanihi, Mysore j Palati, ClNGR. 

An evergreen tree with peltate leaves, found in the coast forests of 
the Andamans and Ceylon. 

Beddome says that the wood is very light and takes fire readily, 
that the juice is a powerful depilatory, removing the hair without pain, 
and that the seeds and young leaves are cathartic. 
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HERPESTIS, 

Herpestis Monnieria, ff. B. & Kth., Scrophularink*. 

Vem.— Brahmi, jal-nim, skvet chamni, Hinb.j Adha^irni, Beno.; 
Bama, Bok. ; Beami, nirpirimie, Tau, ; Sambranichitti, Tel. 

An annual creeping plant, found in moist places near streams or on 
borders of tanks. 

Ainslie says the root,,as well as the stalks and leaves, are used by 
the- natives medicinally as diuretic and aperient, and to be particularly 
useful in that sort of stoppage of urine which is accompanira with ob¬ 
stinate costiveness. ,Roxburgh states that the juice, mixed with petro¬ 
leum, is rubbed on part^affected with rheumatism. The Pharmacopceia 
remarks that whatever be.nefit is derived from this formula is doubtless 
due to the petroleum, 

HIBISCUS. 

Hibiscus Abelmoschus, Zinn., M&vacxs. 

Musk Mallow. v 

Sya.—^A bblmoschus moschatus, j 

Vera.— Kaeture, kala-tasturi, BsInq. ; Sfuskk-ddnd, Httin. j Kasittru- 
benda, Dec. j Kaihe-kasiuri, Tam. j Karpura-benda, 1e.\..iLMtikas- 
turiki. Sans. ; Hab-ul-mUhk, Arab. ; Batu-wiki, Burm, 

An annual, found in the rainy season in many parts of India. 

The seeds of the Musk Mallow are regarded by the natives as cordial, 
stomachic, tonic and carminative. In the West Indies they are given in 
the cure of snake-bite, being administered both internally and externally. 
The author of the Mukhean-ul-Adwi^a recommends mucilage prepared 
from the root and leaves as useful in gonorrhoea of a chronic nature. 
They are largely used in native perfumery and to scent medicated 
oils. In the days of hair powder they were exported to Europe for 
perfuming powder and pomatum. Piesso states that " Musk seed, 
when ground, certainly reminds our smelling sense of the odour of 
Musk, but it is poor stuff at best; however, for making cheap sdkkef 
ponder it may be used for variety’s sake.” 
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The leaves are, by Royle, said to be used in the North-Western Pro¬ 
vinces'^ of India to darify sugar, and from the bark a good fibre is pre¬ 
pared. St$ Abekacachrt and HiUaam etcnlmtoM. 

tea Hii)i8cas cannabinus, Zfnn. 

* Himp^lkavid Hibiscus; Brown Hkkp. 

Vem .— San, IliND.) UtsUt^, Bbng.; An^ari, Dbc.| Palungu, Tam.; 

( Ghongu ineru, Tsi. 

Cultivated in the North-West Provinces and the Punjab. 

The seeds are used as an external application to pains and bruises. 

The leaves are eaten as a pot-herb. 

f 

623 H. esculeatus, 

Oehro or Okra. 

Vem. —iSAffwii, rrfoi-fvrif. Hind.; DMnras, rdm-torii, Beng.; Gandha- 
mtUa, Sans. ; Bhi^d, Bom. ; Bkindu, Guz. ; Vendi or Vendaik-kay, 
Tam. ; Penda, benda-kdya, Tel.; Youn-paduti, Burm. 

A herbaceous annual, cultivated all over India for its fruit. 

The mucilage from the fruits and seeds is used medicinally as a 
demulcent in gonorrhoea and irritation of the geilito-urinaiy system. 
Roxburgh considers the fruit nourishing as well as mucilaginous, 
and views it as one of the best of esculent herbs in India. The whole 
plant, but particularly the capsules, is replete with much mild mucilage, 
and might with advantage be applied to all diseases requiring emollients 
and demulcents. Roxburgh strongly recommends its use in irritating 
cough. Waring, in \nsBaaar Medictnes, calls this plant Abelmoschus, and 
recommends a syrup composed of Abrusroot, Abelmoschus and Sugar. It 
is very misleading to use the name Abelmoschus as a synonym for Okhro, 

34 H. rosa-sinensis, Linn. 

The Shoe-flower, Eng.\ Ketmi de Cochin Chine, Fr . 

Vem. — Joba, juva, Juwa, oru, Beng. ; Anglutra^hind, Pers. ; Joia, 
Sans.; Shappathup-pu, Tam. ; Ja'ca.pus,\-pama, Tel. ; Jasut, Dec. 

A much-favoured, ornamental bush, occurring without exception in 
every flower garden in the plains of India. There are many varieties, 
single and double, red, yellow, and white flowered. 

In medicine the flowers are (iSnsidered emollient, and an infusion of 
the petals is given as a demulcent. Moodeen SharifF Khan Bahadur 
reports favourably of an infusiA of the petals as a demulcent and refn- 
gwant drink in fevers. Wigh-ftecommends the fresh purple juice express¬ 
ed from the petals as a substitute for blue litmus paper, but the paper 
must be freshly prepared each time otherwise acids will fail to change it, 

d25 H. SabdariiTa, Linn. 

* The Rozelle or Red Sorell of the West Indies. 

' Vem.— Lal.ambari, patva. Hind., Dec., and Bom,; Mtsta, Beng.; Ldla 

ambddi, Sind.; Sivappu-iathuruk-bai, Tam.; Brra.-gom-kaya, Tel.; 

, Poltehi, Mal, 

A small, eluant shrub of which there are two varieties, one with red 
Rtems and red succulent and edible calyx, the other with greep stems 
and CTeen calyx. Widely cultivated throughout India and Ceylon. 

"rte succulent calyx is used for the preparation of Sorell jelly, and 
KOmetimes for the purpose of preparing an acrid, refreshing drink in 
bonwalescence. 
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Hii^scus tiliaceus, Hm. 

Syn.— Paritiubi xaiAcecH, W.6fA. 

Van, — Sola, cMwa, Bbno. j T/uttgiete, BuKM. * 

Common in the coast fotgsts oiboth Peninsulas, 8 a., in the &indef^ 
buns and on the river banks of Burma, ^d on the coast of Ceylon. 

The bark is used in medicine. 


HIPPOPH^. 

Hippophae rhasmoides, Linn., Elsagkkx. 

Van. — Tsarap, tsarana, simia, tsui, tasru, Ladak, PitI and LahouL. 

A Jarge, thorny shrub, of the inner tract of the North-Wes| Himalaya, 
chiefly in moist, gravelly stream beev, from 5,000 to 10,000 feet. 

The natives of Kanawar are stated by Longden to eat it as a sort of 
chatni, but Aitchison mentions that those of Lahoul do not use it at till, 
although the above recipe is recommended for lung complaints in a 
Tibetan Pharmacopaeia. 

Hips. See Rosa mtintna . Linn., Rosacejc 


HIPTAGE. 

^Hiptage Madablota, Garin., Malfigkiacex. 

Vem.— KampH, madmalti. Hind. ; Endra, chopar, htniar, Pb. j Skem~ 
^e^t<^PAL; Saladvail, Mar. j ifadubuluia, Bkhq, •, AiuUugdfa, 

A common climbing shrub of most parts of India and Burma. 

The leaves are esteemed useful in cutaneous diseases. 

Hinido. See Leech. • 

Hog. See Adepa. 

•HOLARRHENA. 

, Holarrhena antidysenterica, Wall., ApociNACKJt. 

Kurchi or CoNESsi Bark. 

Syn.—H. CoDAGA, G. Don ) WighPs Icon. j Kurt, II, iSi ; Echitrs 
ANTIDYSENTERICA, Roxh. •, WrIGHTIA ANTIDYSENTERICA, Grak. Cat. 
Bom. PI. 114. 

Vem. — Kureya, kaureya, Itarra, ^ura, kora, karchi, dudU, Hind. 
Kurchi, Beug. ; Pandhra kira, amla kira, Bov. •, Kuiaja (the bark) 
and Kalinga (the seeds), Sans. ; Casanul-a^irul~murr,Ati.KB.i Zahant- 
kunjaskh^alkh, Peks. ; Kula^alai^rai, veppalei, TAM. j Amkudu- 
vittum, Tel. ; Leton-kgyi, Burh. The seeds aie called Karwanndaryow, 
Hind., Boh. ; Tita-ir 3 arjoni, Benq. : Kulappalai.mrai, Tam. 

A small tree, common in the sub-Himalayan tracts, Bengal, Burma, 
Central and South India. 

Kurchi bark is medicinally used as a tonic and febrifu^ I but hi is 
v chiefly esteemed for its antidysenteric properties. That it is alwa3rs a 
sure remedy for dysenteric affections has been borne out by the s^te* 
ments of many medical practitioners, both Native and European, 
Bub-Assistant Surgeon A. C. Kastogiri publishes a case in the Indian 
Medical Gazette, vol. I, p. 352, and says that he treated a child 15 
months old suffering from dysentery, with the decoction of the bark 
and met with success afrer every other medicine had been tried. ^Dr. i 
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i> Glbton also speaks to the antiperiodk virtues'of the bark. Sir Walter 

Elliot regards Conessi as one a the nxat valuable of Indian medicinal 
produots. Dr. Dymock also writes highly in its favour. 

The seeds are considered by the Arabic and Persian writers as 
possessed of carminative and astringent properties, and are used in 
chronic chest affections, su(^ as asthma, and also in colic and diuresis. 
Thw also attribute tonic and aphrodisiac properties to the seeds. 

For many' years great confusion existed about the identity of. this 
plant. It was in India adulterated with or mistaken for the plant known 
as Wrightia tinctoiia, and hence Conessi Bark has fallen into disrepute 
owir^ to the inert action of its adulterant. 

In the Pharmacopeia Indica, p. 4gs> will be found an interesting 
account by Wight of the early error of confusing the Indian plant now 
known as Holanhena antidyaenteii^ WalL, with a Ceylon species of 
Wrightid. Linneeus, while prej^ing his Flora Zeylanica, round a 
specimen in Herman’s Herbarium of what was then known as Nerium- 
ttiiti mm SiHquia augnatis. Identifying a specimen in Rheede’s herbarium, 
(the bark of which Rheede described as antidysenteric), the same as the 
Ceylon plant, Linneus gave them jointly the name of Wrightia 
aatidyseaterica, thus combining two genera into one species. The Ceylon 
plant has, however, for nearly 100 years been separated, and to free it 
from ambiguity has been called Wrightia Zeylanica, R. Br., while Rheede’s 
Codaga pala has been identified as Holarrhena utidysenterica, Wall, 
(Echltes aatidysenteriea, Roxb.) While this is so it is remarkable to find 
in the Pharm. Journal, 3rd series, XII, 25 7 » and reproduced in the 
Year-book of Pharmacy for 1882, an article written by Kanai Lai De, Rai 
Bahadur, in which Dr. Lindley’s description of Wrightia is reproduced ver¬ 
batim (following O’Shaughnessy’s Bengal Dispensatory), along with a 
paragraph describing the pr<^erties of Holarrhe^ This unfortunate 
reproduction of the dd error in the Pharmaceutical Journal of Great 
Britain is alluded to chiefly with the view of pointing out the necessity 
of more careful discrimination, for there cannot be a doubt, as urged 
by Roxburgh, Ainslie, Sir Walter Elliot ar^d many other authors, the 
valuable Conessi Bark (the bark of Holarrhena aatidysenteriea) has not 
taken its proper place as a medicinal product owing to inert barks being 
exported to Europe under that name. The pnncipal adulterants are 
Wnghtia tinctoria, £r., a tree met with in ^Central India, the Western 
Peninsula and Burma; W. tomentosa, Roem, a tree of tropical India from 
the Indus eastward and southward to Ceylon and Burma; and W. Zey- 
lanira^ Br., a native of Ceylon. 

For the distinctive characters of the two genera see Oils and Oil- 
sssos. 

Honey. See Mel. f 

Honey and Borax (Mel-Bo^es). See Met. 

Hop. See HumilnsJupuln^ Linn., CANNAsninx. 


HOPEA. 

tl 30 Hoj^ odorata, Poxh., Difterocarfex. 

Vem.— Tkingan, BuRU.; Rimdd, And. 

A large, evergreen tree of the eastern forests; Rangoon, Pegu, Marta¬ 
ban, Teiiasserim and the Andaman Islands. 

Yields a fragrant resin used in the form of a powder as a styptic by 
t^^,Burmese. Its action is probably mechanical {Pharm, IndO 
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HORDEUM. 

/'Hordeum hexastichiim, Linn.^ Graminsx. * 

Baklet. • • 

Vem. — Jabtjau, Beno. ; yau, s 4 J, HtNb. } Shaair, Arab.; y€ui, PeRS. 
Barl(^-€trisu,'V KM., i Barlty-biyam, Tel.; Mnymt, 

Barley is largely cultivated in the North-West«rn Provinces and the 
Punjab, where it is used as food by the poorer classes. 

The husked seeds form pearl barley, a favourite food for invalids, 
. and in decoction a drink in fevers. [Atkinson.) 


Barley-water is used for irritation genito-urinary system and go- 
norrircea. [Dr. Emerson.\ * * 

Horse-radi^. See Cochleaila Anaoiada, Linn., Crucifeeb. 

Horse-radish, Motingaptetygospenaa, G^Er/n., Morikoeac. 

Hoya viridiilora, R. Br. See Dregea voluUlia, Benih., Ascxspia- 

DEB. 


HUMULUS 

Humulus lupulus, Linn,, Urticaceb. 

Hop. 

Vera.— 

This plant has been cultivated in Kashmir and Dehra Odn. It has 
been tried at many other places with more or less success. 

The dried strobiles of the female plant are officinal. Th^ are said 
to be tonic, stomachic and mildly narcotic, and used in atonic 
dyspepsia, nervous affections attended with sleeplessness, hysteria, in¬ 
termittent fevers, and rheumatism, and in also certain irritable states of 
the genito-urinai^ .system as spermatorrhoea, chordie and enuresis 
[Pharm. Ind.) Hops itce used as a soporific, being fw this purpose put 
into a pillow. 


HYDNOCARPUS. 

Hydnocarpus Wigrhtianum, Bl., Bieineb. 

Sjn.—H. INEBRIANS, Wall i Wight fcon. t. t6. 

Vem.— Kowti, Bom.; Yetti, mari^tti, Tam.; Kosto, GoA; Mahili, 

CiNGH. ' 

A common tree of the Western Peninsula from.the Concan along the 
CE>ast ranges. 

The seeds have been long used by the pe^le on the west coast 
ranges in the cure of obstinate skin diseases. Tne oil expressed from 
them much resembles Chaulmugra, giving a green re-action with sul¬ 
phuric acid. It is recommended as a substitute for Chaulntugra, and is 
much cheaper. 

Msrcurt. 

Hydrochloric AckL ^ 
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, HYDROCOlYLE. 

Hydroojtsrle asiatka, Zmx., yuBELLiFBKJc. 

Asiatic Penny-wobt. 

Vera — Srikmamanduki, kkulakhudi, Hikd.j Artaniyal-kindi, Arab.; 
Thulkuri, Brno.; Vuttarv-'kirt, Tam. ; Munduha-krummi, Tbl. ; Bkakmi, 
karinga. Bom. 

A small, herbaceous plant, found in damp places in Bengal and 
South India. • 

The leaves of this plant have been made officinal In the Indian 
Pharmacopoeia- They are described as alterative, tonic, and when locally 
applied,'stimulant, used in lepr'ocy with good results. In secondary or 
constitutional syphilis, they arew great value. In ulcers and skin dis¬ 
eases, th^ are prescribed both internally and as an external application. 
Alnslie says that an infusion of the leaves with Fenugreek is given to child¬ 
ren in bowel complaints and fever. On the Coromandel Coast the 
leaves are applied to the parts that have suffered from blows and bruises. 
{Pharm. Ind,; U. C. Dutt; Dymock.) 

HydnxTanic Add. 

H]rdrogen, Sulphuretted. 

Hygrophila spinosa, T. And., Acanthacej;. 

Syn. —Abteracantha lonoifolia, Nees, 

Vem. — Talmakhara, Hind.; Kttliakhara, Beno. ; Talimkana, Bom.; 
Nirmalli, Tam.; Ikshugandha, kokilaksha. Sans.; Nirguvi verv, Tel. 

A small spring bush common everywhereTin moist places. 

The root is diuretic and was used in a dropsical case by Dr. Kirkpat¬ 
rick. Dr. Gibson also bears testimony to its diuretic properties, and it 
is used both by Mahomedan and Hindu physifiails; the former regard the 
seeds as aphrodisiac. The leaves are described as cooling and useful 
in jaundice and anasarca. The root is also considered cooling, bitter, 
and tonic, and is used in rheumatism, urinary affections, and anasarca. 
The se^s are given for gonorrhoea, and with milk-and sugar in sper¬ 
matorrhoea. 


HYME^lODICXyON. 




Hymenodictyon £zcelsum» Wall, Rubiace*. 

Syn.— Cinchona excelsa, Roxb. 

ycm.—BhaulaH, bhalena. Hind.; Kalakurmak, Bom.; Bandiri,Dzc.; 
Bartu, Pb. ; Bartdiri, Tel.; Sagapu, Tam. 


A larg^ deciduous tree with smooth bark, met with on the dry hills 
at the base of the Western Himalaya, throughout the Deccan and 
Central India to ^e Annamallays, also in Tenasserim and Chittagong. 

The inner blulc is bitter and astringent, and is used as a febrifuge. 
The outer layer <rf the bark is tasteless. The Pharm. India si^gests 
that in all future enquiries into the subject of Indian antiperiodics this 
should be one of the first to which attention should be curected. 
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HYOSCYAMUS. 

Hyoscyamus n^:er, Linn,, Solanacex. 

Henbane. • • 

Vern.— Bturul, kkorasam aiowan, bAo., Hind,; Kttraskani-yomam, 
Tam. ; Kurasani-vamam, Tbl. • 

It was originally a native of Central Asia, now cultivated in India 
in the Saharanpore Botanical Gardens, and in the neighbourhood of 
Agra and Airaere. • 

^ The dried leaves of the plant are described in the Indian Pharma- 
copceia as anodyne, sedative and antispasmodic. Useful in nervous irri¬ 
tability, mental excitement, sleeplessness and various other disorders 
whicli affect the mind. As an extersal application it has been employed 
in neuralgic and rheumatio affectiouc, painful glandular enlargements, 
irritable ulcers and haemorrhoids. In diseases of the eye it proves to be 
a valuable remedy. 

H3rperanthera Moring^, Vahl. See Moringa ptetygoapenaa, Caertn., 
Mokinges. 

HYPERICUM. 

Hyp^cum perforatum, Linn., Hypericineje. 

Vem,— Bassani, dendlu, Hind., Pb. 

A perennial herb,-found in the temperate Western Himalaya, from 
Kumaun, altitude 6,000 to 9,000 feet, to Kashmir, altitude 3,000 to 6,500 
feet. 

It is recommended in Arabian medicine as a vermifuge. 

HYPH.ffiNE. 

Hyphaene thebaica, D^tHe., Falsls. 

Vem,— Oka-mundel, Diu Island. 

Cultivated in Bombay as an ornament. 

Birdwood mentions this plant amongst his drugs, but is silent as to 
its medicinal properties. 

HYPOXIS. 

^ H]fi>oxis orchioides, Ahakyllides. 

Syn.— CuRCULiGO orchioides, Gcertn. 

Vem.— Kdli-m4sU, siydh, misli, Hjnd.; Mushali, Sans.; Kdli-mddi, 
Dec. ; Nilap-tali-gaddalu, Tel. ; Wela^ana-kiehanna, Mal. ; Talura, 
Beno. ; Kali-musli, Guz. 

Common in most parts of IncUa. • 

The tuberous roots are considered alterative, tonic, restorative, and 
useful in piles, debility and impotence. Also useful in gonorrhoea, 
dysuria and menorrhagia. {Hindu Mat. Med. ; Pharm. Jnd.) 

HYSSOPUS. 

Hyssopus officbialis, Linn., Labiatib. 

Vera.— Zdfahydbis, Hind., Arab., Pers. 

Dr. Dymock thinks that th«e is some mistake as to the identification 
of the product which bears this name. I have not yet been able tt^see 
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a specimen, but judging from Dr. Dymock's description I should be dis¬ 
posed to adopt his opinion. 

Specimens and further information would be most acceptable. 

L^ed for coughs and asthma in infusion; also in tooth-ache, uterine 
or vesical affections, and induratnns ofsthe liver or spleen. Leaves are 
said to be stimulant, stomsKihic, emmenagogue and carminative ; useful 
in hysteria apd colic. Also u^ as a poultice to bruises, especially of 
the eyes. 


l!^ie sap of the leaves made into a syrw with sugar and 'honey is 
used as a vermifuge for round-worms. (Ur, Emerson.) • 

Iceland Moss. See Cetnriaialaadica, Achar., Lichinxs. 

• • 

ICHN6CARPtjS. 

^Iclmocarpus frutescens, Br., Apocynacej:. 

Sya.—E chites fsutescxns, Roxb. FI . Ind . //.. it . 

Vem. — Syamlata, Beno. ; Dudhi, Hind, j Nala-Hga, Tei. 

An extensive climber, met with on the Western Himalayas from 
Sirmore to Nepal, altitude 1,000 to 2,000 feet; Upper Gangetic Plain 
from Delhi to Bengal, Assam, Silhet, Burma and Ceylon. 

The root possesses alterative and tonic properties, and is employed as a 
substitute for sarsaparilla. The stalks and leaves are used in the form 
of decoction in fevers, 

ZcthyocoUa. See Adpenser. 

Ignatius’ Bean. See sttyclmoa Ignatlf, Sergius, Loganiaceje. 

ILLICIUM., 

IlUcium anisatum, Linn., Magnoeiacilb. 

The Star Anise. 

r 

Vern. —AnaspkaL son/, Hind. ; Radian, Bou.; Ana skvppa, Tau.; Bad- 
ydn, Pers. ; Riaiya naje, Arab. 

Indigenous to China and Japan. There are two imperfectly known 
species of this genus met with in the mountains on the Eastern frontier 
ca India—-I. Gnffithli, H.f. fs* T. T. on the Khasia hills, in Bhutan, and 
I. Mains, H f. ^ T.T. in Tenasserim. 

While the Star Anise has long been in use in China and Japan, it has 
only been used in modern tinJes in India. It is chiefly used in Europe 
to flavour spirits, the greatest’consumption being in Germany, France 
and Italy. It is not used as a medicine in Europe, but in India is regard¬ 
ed as stomacldc a^ carminative. It is viewed as of great service in flatu¬ 
lent and spasmodic affections of the intestinal canal. 

Dr, Dymock mentions that a consignment of a kind of Star Anise re¬ 
cently reached Bombay which was found unsaleable, and chiefly because 
the fruits were almost devoid of scent. He arrives at the conclusion 
that they were the produce of I. CMffithH, basing his opinion apparently 
upon the fact that they had 13 instead of 8 carpels. It would be in¬ 
teresting to discover how the bales of fruits of I. GfUBiliii found their 
way from the Khisia hills and Bhutan to Bombay. I found a new and 
distinct species of Star Anise in Manipur, a common handsome tree in 
the forests of the regions bordering on Burma. It had 8 to to carpels, 
but I unable to procure perfect fruits. 

154 



Medicines* 


‘iNDIGOFERA. 

Indigofera aspalathoides, Vahi,, Lzgukikosx. 

' Veto .— ? . 

Found in the plains of Carnatic and CAylon. 

The leavesj flowers and tender shoots are said to be cooling' and 
demulcent, and are employed in decoction in leprosy and cancerous 
affections. The root is chewed as a remedy for toothache and apthae. 
The whole plant, rubbed up with butter, is applied to reduce oedecnatous 
tumours, A preparation is made from the ashes of the burnt plant to 
remove dandnfP from the hair. The leaves are applied to abscesses, 
and an oil is obtained from the root, which is used to anoint the head 
in erysipelas. {Ainslie j Rheede.) , • 

-A. enneaphylla, Linn. 

Met with in the plains of India from the Himalayas (where it as¬ 
cends 4,000 feet) to Ceylon and Burma. 

Ainslie says that the juice of this plant is used as an antiscorbutic, 
alterative, and diuretic. 

I. linifolia, Retz. 

Vem.— Torii, Hind. 

A small, prostrate plant, common in the plains up to near the Indus. 
Found throughout India from the Himalayas to Ceylon, 

It is given medicinally in febrile eruptions, 

1. tinctoria, Linn. 

Insioo. 

Veni.—fVW, Hind., Bens., Pkrs, ; Nilaj , Arab. 

Extensively cultivated in Bengal, the North-Western Provinces, 
Punjab, Sind, and South India. 

The extract is given in epilepsy and nervous disorders. It is also 
used in bronchitis and as an ointment in sores. It is largely used 
as a test. * . 

I. trifoliata, Linn. 

Vern. —The seeds are called in Bombay Wskaria. * 

Found on the Himalayas (ascending to 4,000 feet in Kumaun) ex¬ 
tending to Ceylon and Tenasserim. 

The seeds are prescribed as a restorative {Dymock). 

inuLa.^ 

Inula racemosa, Hook./., Compositie. , 

Elecampane, Eng.; Ann£e, Fr.; Alant, Ger, 

Syn. —I. HsLSNtuil, Herb. Ind. Or. H.f. & T. not of Linn. 

Western Himalaya, on the borders of fields, &c.; Kashmir, altitude 
5,000 to 7,000 feet; Piti, altitude p,ooo to 10,000 feet. 

The root of this plant is used in veterinary medicine. The dry roots 
have a weak, aromatic odour, resembling Orris and Camphor; their 
flavour is aromatic and slightly bitter, and their action a mild tonic. 

lodum Iodine. 

Ipecacuanha. See CephtsIIa IpecHcoanlu, Rich., RuBiACBa. • 
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IpOSXOea batatas, Chois,, Cokvoltulacex. 

Vtn,SMaiartand m.Sanga'alutBeno. t Shaiarhtnd, Hind^ Pebs.;; 
VuUi-kia-hangu, Tau. ; Kiuwan, Bubk. 

A perenpial creeper of the Indian Archipelago, now cultivated all 
over India. 

The roots of t'nis plant have a laxative property. 

I. bfldba, Forsk. 

Syn.— I. Maritima, S. Sr. iSlumtt I- Pss-Capr<k, Seth.; Chois; DC. 
Prod; Dale and Gibt' Bomb. FI.; Convolvulus PbsCapr(e, Linn., 
Saxb. FI. Ind. ; C. BlLOBATUS, Roxb. 

Vtol -^Dopatidati, Hind. ; Chhdguitaru, Benq. ; Matyddvel, Bon. 

A common plant near the sea, esMcially on the western coast. 
Roxburgh remarks of it that it is most useful in binding loose sand, thereby 
prepanng the way for the gprowth of other plants upon previously barren 
shifting sands. Goats, horses and rats are also said to feed upon it. 
From-the summit of the thick, fleshy, taproot spread many succulent red 
branches, bearing bi-lobed leaves on long petioles, very much resembling 
a Bauhinia leaf. 

" The parenchima of the root contains starch and large conglomerate 
raphides. The whole plant is very mucilaginous. The I^ves are applied 
externally in rheumatism and colic. 

I. bona-nox, Linn. 

Tub Moon-FLOWBR, a name derived from the fact that the large, 
white and sweetly-scented flowers open only at night. 

Syn. — Calonyction speciosuu, Chois. 

Vem. — Dudiya-kulmi (I. grandiploba, Roxb.); Kulmilaid (Lettsonia 
bona'NOX, Roxb.), Beng. ; Gui-chandni, EfoM.; Pathmapu-todami, 
Sans. » Nago-mighatei, Tam. ; Munda-valli, i Mal. ; Nway-ia-sttni- 
phyoo (I« graadiflora), Burm. 

A native of America, early introduced to India, and in some parts 
of the country now become quite naturalised 

Roxburgh described two forms—one Lettaonia bona-nox he recog¬ 
nised as the true American form, and to the other he gave the name 
of I. graadiflora. According to the Flora of British India these differ 
chiefly in that the leaves of the latter are never lobed; I. graadiflora, 
Roxb., is therefore reduced to a variety. It is at present impossible to 
separate the vernacular names given to these plants, and it cannot be 
discovered if only one or both indiscriminately are used medicinally in 
India. The plant chiefly met with is the I. graadiflora, Roxb. 

The four large seeds of this plant are eaten when young. Dried, the 
capsules and seeds, as well as the flowers, leaves and roots are included 
amongst the medicines supposed to have some merit as remedies against 
snake-bite. 

I. cacnilea, Koen. See I. hederacea, Jocg. 

I. di^tata, Linn. 

Sjn._I. pANicuLATA, R. Br. s Convolvulus paniculatus, Linn.; Roxb. 

FI. Ind .; Batatas paniculata, Chois. 

Vera.— BUai-kand, bhimirkdmra, bhiirkumra, Beng.; Bhui-kohatii, Bom.; 
Matta-paldiga, Tel.) Phal-modscca, Mal.; Vidari and Bhumiha- 
shmdnda. Sans. 

' if A native of tropical India from Bengal and Assam to Ceylon. 
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Largely cultivated on account of its large red flowers. { 

The large tuberous roots are very much used in[native medidne, fadng 
regarded as tonic, alterative, aphrodisiac, demi^ent, and lactagogue. 
The powdered root-stock is (dv^n witii wine, for the purpose of increasing 
secretion of milk. Dymock says that the tuberous roots are very 
extensively used in Bombay, and that the younff taperingroots of a small 
variety are known in the herbalists’ shops as Asgand. 

f Zpomoea hederacea, Jacq. 

Syn.—I. ccERULEA, Keen} Roxb. Fl.Ind.; Convolvulus nilT Linn.} 
• C. HBDERACEUS, Linn.} Pharbitis hederacea and P. Nil, Choit, 

Vem. — Nil-kulmi, Beng. j the seeds are officinal and are known as Kali 
dinah, mirckai. Hind., Beng. and Boh. i Kodi-iakkaian-virai, Tam.; 

• Kab-un-nil, Arab.; Tulemn-nik, Pers. Moodeen SharMT says the 
Deccan name Kali-ei^i should be exclusively applied to the seeds of this 
plant, but they have also caused great ambiguity by being applied to the 
seed of Clitona Tematea, Linn, (which see). 

A common plant, widely cultivaced in India, where itis also apparently 
wild. The seed is used medicinally. 

The author of the Makhzan-uU Adviiya says that this drug is a drastic 
purgative, useful in the treatment of bilious and phlegmatic humours, 
and that it acts also as an anthelmintic. Roxburgh was the first to 
make these seeds known to European physicians, and it may,be said they 
now hold an important position as a useful and cheap substitute for Jalap, 
They were made officinal in the Pharm. India in 1868, in which will be 
found directions to prepare the forms in which the drug is now adminis¬ 
tered, namely, in the form of a tincture, an extract, a compound powder, 
or a resin, supplying the place of the corresponding preparations m Jalap. 
The resin appears to be the most satisfactory form of administering the 
medicine, the dose of which is 4 to 8 grains. This substance is knownas 
Pharbitism. 

The seeds of I. muricata, Jacq., are often sold as an adulterant for the 
true Kdld-ddna, (O'Shmu^tnessy, Bidie, Kani Lai De, U. C, Dutt, 
Bymock, the Pharmacographia, Pfiarm. Ind., &c.) 

' I. muricata, Jacq. , 

Syn. — Roxb. FI. Ini. I. 499 j I. bona-nox, Bot. Reg.; Convolvulus muri- 
CATUS, Linn .; Calonyction hukicatuu, G, Don .; C. bona-nox, Choit, 
var. MURICATA, Chois, in DC. Prod. 

Vem. — Tulkmi-ni, imported into Bombay from Persia. 

Common in India, cultivated and apparently wild, in some of its forms 
approaching so close as to be almost indistinguishable from some of the 
conditions of I. hederacea, Jacq. 

Used chiefly as an adulterant for the preceding species, from which 
they can be distinguished by their larger size, lighter colour and thick 
testa. {Dymock.) 

' I. purga, Hayne. 

Jalap. 

A native of Mexico, but now growing freely in the south of Europe. 

The drug is imported into India and sold by chemists. 

I. reniformis, Chois. 

Syn. —Convolvulus reniformis, Roxb. 

VeXtS.—’Jndirkini. 

A small, procumbent plant with reniform leaves and small ydlow 
flowers; common in the hotter parts of India in damp places. 

The plant is described as deobstruent and diuretic. * 
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XpOBusa Tujpetimm, Br. 

* TuSpith Root. 

Sya.— Convolvulus Tuephthum, Jfcuisi. 

VenL—Pi*^, fuiiWof, maot.Utrbud, Hind.; Teori, Bsno. j Trivrif, 
^*^*^S*» Sans. ; Shivadai, Tah. j NUhotor, phootinri. Bom. ; Turbund, 
Arab. 

Found throughout India, altitude 3,000 feet, and Ceylon. 

There are two varieties of thi^lant mentioned by the Sanskrit writers, 
one white and the other black. The white kind is generally used, but, the 
black is said to be poisonous, and Mahomedan writers describe it as a 
drastic purgative useful in rheumatic and paralytic affections. Dr. 
Dymocjt, remarks that it is not dear wlmt is meant by the black 
The white root is in the hands of natives a useful purgative, and seems 
to deserve further consideration. 


IRIS. 

<3^ Iris ensata, Thuni., Irises. 

Syn.— I. Moorcroftiana, Wall, 

Vent. — IrUa, sosun. Hind; KriskUn, dnarjal, Kashmir; Beg- 

bunuphsha. Pees. 

Common on the temperate North-West Himalaya and Kashmir, in 
daim places, often grown in gardens. 

There seems considerable doubt as to the identification of the irisa 
root; in fact, it is not by any means proved to be obtained from this 
plant. Stewart says it is used externally in the treatment of rheumatism, 

^5 I. kumaonensis, Wall. 

Vent. — POm, kariar, ieottm, Pb. , 

An exceedingly plentiful plant in the grassy slopes of the temperate 
and alpine North-West Himalaya, especially in Lahoul and Ladak, and 
in the Chenab and Ravi basins generally. 

Dr. Stewart states that in Chumba, the root and the leaves are given 
in fever. In parts <rf Ladak the leaves appear to be given as fodder. 

* Vem. — Chalnindar, sosan, shoH, ckUicM, Pb. and N.-W. P. Hima¬ 

layan Names. 

A very plentiful plant in Nepal, extending west to the Sutlej and the 
Beasa, ana met witn in cultivation in Kashmir, being the broad-leaved 
form (rften seen in grave-yards in the Punjab. 

Iron. See FemuaT 

^ 1 Iron pyrites. 

'Vern.Stiamamakskika, Hrarndhskika, Sans. 

“ Iron pyrites is met with in many parts of India, and has been used 
in medicine from a very remote period. _ It occurs in two forms—in dark 
yellow nodules with a golden lustre, and in silveiy radiated crystals. The 
former is called Svarnamikshtka and the latter Tdramdkshika, The 
ancients supposed that they contained gold and silver respectively, in 
combination with other ingredients, and possessed in part the properties 
Of those precious metals. . . . It is considered as tonic, alterative 

and useful in anaemia, urinary diseases, ascites, anasarca, prurigo, eye 
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diseases, &c, As an alterative tonic it is generally used in combination 
with other m^icines oi its class, such as iron, talc^ mercufy, See,” 
(U.C.Vuft.) 


ikTm 

HI2A. 


isikglAss, 

I^glass. , 

Vem.— Ghari-ua-sahrak, Arab. ; Sirtshame-maki, MachkiSta-tiridi, 

Hind. ; Min-^ajjaram, Tam. j Chepa^ajramu, Tel. 

Used with milk in phthisis. t 




' JASMINUM. 

^Jasminjim grandiflorum, Linn., Oleacex. 's 

Vem.— Chamhel, jati. Hind.; JSH, Sans., Bbno.; Chambeli, Bom.; 
Myahlay, Burm. 

Found in the Himalaya, often cultivated. 

The flowers and their essence are used as an application in skin 
diseases, head-ache and weak eyes. The leaves are used in tooth-ache, 
skin diseases, ulcers in the mouth, &c. The fresh juice of the leaves is 
applied to corns between the toes. The leaves are chewed in ulcerations 
or eruptions in the mucus membrane of the mouth. According to Ma- 
homeimn writers the plant possesses deobstruent, anthelmintic, diuretic 
• and emmenagogue properties. ({/. C. DuU\ Dymock.) 

J. officinale, Linn. 

Vertu—Chamba, ehirichog, kiri, Kashmir; Sansu, kwer, dumni, 
Chenab; Dassi, aanosem, RAVi; 5 Km‘, stmun, Sutlej; Cham^li, 
Kumaun. 

A climber of the Salt Range and Himalaya, from the Indus to the 
Sarda. 

The root has been found useful in ringworm. 

^ J. revolutum, Sims. * 

Vem.— Chamba, juari, Isonu, tsuman, summun, kuja, Pb. ; Sonajaki .: 
Kumaun. 

A small shrub, witR''soft, thin, grey bark, met with in Afghanistan, 
the Salt Range, and the Himalaya,from the Indus to Nepal, extending 
to Nilgiris and Ceylon. 

Useful in ringworm. i 

/J. Sambac, Aiion. 

Vera.— Chamba. mugrd, bel. Hind. ; MuHickaphul, hel, Brno. ; Virakiki, 
Sans.; MalUppu, Tam.; Uogri, Bom.; Sapai,mali, Burm. 

A fragrant, climbing shrub, cultivated throughout India. 

The flowers, according to the report of Mr. J. Wood, possess consider¬ 
able power as a lactifuge. He says that they can ^rrest the secretion of 
milk in the pueiperal state in case of threatened abscess. {Pharm. Ind.) 

“ Considered by natives cool and sweet: used as a remedy in cases of 
insanity, in weakness of sight and aflections of mouth,*’ {Badm^PovtU.) 

JATEORHIZA. 

Jateorhiza palmata, Miers., Menisperkacex. 

Calumba Root. 

Syn.—J. CoLUMBA, Uiera.;}. Mibrsii, Olfver; OoccuLUS palmatu^ DC. 

Columba grows in the forests of East Africa, alone the Mozambique 
coast in the Zambesi country, and Madagasar. It was ihtrodu^ 
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into Bombay most probably by the Portuguese. It obtained its com¬ 
mercial name from having first reached England from Columba. 

A tincture or an aqueous infusion of the root of the Kalumb is 
much used as a mild tonic. Th^root ij^ also held to be stomachic. In 
genera] debility, atonic dy^epsia, gastric irritability, vomiting attendant 
on pregnant^, and in the advanced stage of diarrhoea ana dysentery, 
it has been iound of great value. 




JATROPHA. 

.Jatropha Curcas, Linn., Euphokbiacea. 

’The Physic Nut. J ” 

Vera.— Bagbennda, safedind. Hind., Beng. ; Kadam, Nepal j Kaat. 
amunak, Tam. ; Nepalam, Tel. ; Thinban-kyeksu, Borm. 

A soft-wooded, evergreen . shrub, indigenous in America, cultivated 
in most parts of India. 

The seeds yield an oil which is used as a purgative and emetic medi¬ 
cine, and also as an application in cutaneous diseases. {Gamble.) In 
overdoses the seeds act as an acro-narcotic poison. The diluted oil 
forms a useful embrocation in chronic rheumatism. The leaves are ex¬ 
tensively used in the Cape de Verd Islands, in the form of decoction 
and cataplasm to the mammse, as a lactagogue, {Pharm. Ini.) 


trjs J, glandulifera, Poxb. 

Vena.— Addaiay, Tam.j Nela^amida, Tbl. ; Nikumba, Sans. 

The above vernaculars Were given by Ainslie in the first instance to 
the South India names for a plant he called J. glauca, Vahl. This 
plant was subsequently referred to J. glandulifera, Roxb., by Drury in 
his Useful Plants of India, and through D>?ury they crept into all sub¬ 
sequent writings as the vernacular names for Roxburgh’s plant. 

The seeds yield an oil which is highly esteemed as a stimulant ap¬ 
plication in rheumatism and paralysis, and has violent purgative proper¬ 
ties. The seeds are irritant and poisonous. 

676 J. multifida, Linn. 

The seeds are regarded as purgative and emetic. Lime juice and 
stimulants are the best remedies in cases of poisoning by these seeds. 
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oil See Se«u»nm indlcum, Linn., Sesamkjs. 

Jonesia asoka, Sumca indica, Linn., Leguhimosa. 

JUGLANS. 

Joglans r^:ia, Linn., juoLANDEii. 

Walnut. 

Vera.— Akkroi, Hind.; Akrui, Beno.j Charmagha, Pees.; Akhar, Kash¬ 
mir ! Konla, Lefcha. 

A large tree, wild in the North-West Himalaya, largely cultivated in 
the hUls. 

* Tne bark is used as an astringent medicine. 
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JUNIPERUS. 

Juitiperus communiSj Linn^ Co^fsxx. 

Ths Junipke. » 

Vern.— ^licA, fima, fatkra, vtniha, KASHMiaj Cra^iba and Kvlu 
Chichia, Kumaun. 

A large shrub, with thin, reddish brown, fibrous bark, ol the N«th- 
West Himalaya, ascending to i4.,odo feet, extending eastward ^o Ku> 
,piaun, mountains of Western Asia and Europe. 

" It is sold in the bazars of North India as a medicine {abhul, hfibgr), 
and is administered in decoctions as a stimulant and diuretic.*’ 
(Gamhle.) 

“ Juniper fruit and oil ^ssess carminative, stimulant and diuretic 
properties. They are useful in different forms of dropsies, either ad¬ 
ministered alone, or in combination with other diuretics. They have 
been used in mucus discharges as gonorrhcea, gleet and leucorrhoea ; 
and in some cutaneous diseases. The wood has been regarded as su¬ 
dorific in its action, and has been substituted for Guaiacum and Sassa¬ 
fras.” {Bentley £sf Trimen,) 

J. excelsa, M. Buh. 

The Himalayan Pencil Cedas. 

Veni.— Apurs, Biluch ; Chalai, shukpa, shir, luir, skurhuta, Himalayan 
NAMES] Dhupi, dhupri, chandan, Nepal. 

A moderate-sized tree, with thin, reddish-brown, fibrous bark of the 
arid tract of the North-West Himalaya and Western Tibet, extending 
eastward to Nepal, mountains of Afghanistan, and North Biluchistan. 

The fruit is used medicinally, and the smaller branches are burnt 
near the patient as a remedy for delirium in fever. 

J. Sabina, Linn. ’ 

Common Savink. 

A small bush founS iJl Central and South Europe and Asiatic Russia. 

“The fresh and dried tops are officinal and imported into India. 
They are an acrid stimulant and emmenagogue; in large doses poisonous j 
useful in amenorrhoea, leucorrhoea, passive menorrhagia, habitual abor¬ 
tion, and other uterine affections; externally applied to syphilitic warts 
and skin diseases.” {Pharm. Ind.) 


JURINEA. 

Jurinea macrocephala, Benth., Composite. 

Syn. —Dolomcea macrocephala, DC, 

Vem.— Dhip, dhipa, gigal, Pb. 

Common in Punjab from the Sutlej up to the Indus at from 10,300 

to 13,000 feet. . , , .... 

The bruised root is applied to eruphons, and a decocbon is given in 
colic. It is also considered cordial and given in puerperal fever. {Dr. 
Steiuart,) 

JUSTICIA. 

Justida Adhatoda,Vaik* A&w., Acakthacd*.; 
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^ bka^jmdata, Wight. See Ptfin^gefite ^katfcaltU, iVeer, 
Jf. GeadaruSSH^ XiVm. See Cendanm nlsnto, i\^ees. 


KifeMPFERlA. 

688 ],Kaenq>ftsib rotunda, XiVm., SciiiuiiKxx. 

Van. —CkuiuH.iii4ia, Hind.} Bhuclumpac*, iMmUtuimpaca, Sans. 
M/n^-ehtm^nh Beho. 

Cultivated throughout India, 

Tl|is species and K. Gidaaga are both employed medicinally by the 
nativea^ {Pkarm. Ind.) 

ir«<a<1a«ia See Pbatl^ Nil, Chou., CoNVOLVuucxiK. 


KALANCHOE. 

683 Ralanehoe ladnlata, BO., Ckassvlacejc. 

* ' Vern.— Hind, Beno., Sans. ; Zathmkydt, Bom. j Mala- 

kttUit, Tam. 

Found in the tropical regions of the Deccan Peninsula, in Bengal, 
at Patna and Dacca. 

The leaves are valued as an application to wounds and sores j they 
allay irritation and promote cicatrisation. (Z^moci.) 

K. plnoata, Pore, See Biyopbyllnn calydnim, Salieb, 

(S 84 KBJtuichoe spfitbulata, DC. 

* Sya.—K. vabians. Mam. 

Vent.— Tatira, rungri, haUa-ia-patta, Pb._, Hind. 

Found in tropical Himalaya from Bhutan to Kashmir, altitude 1,000 
to 3,000 feet. 

It is poisonous to goats, and the leaves a.t, at Lahore, where it is 
grown in some native gardens, reckoned a specific for cholera. In 
Kangra, they are burned and applied to abscesses. 

yamal^ See Mallotui pbilippinenNs, Mall., Euphokbiaceae. 

Karyat or creyat. See AndrognpUa paalcnlata, Nees., Acanthaces. 

Katira Gum. See Cochlo^ermua GosaypIniB DC., BixiNEAt, 

Kino. See Pterocaxpas ManuidniB, Roxl., Leguminoee, 

Kino, W f n g al, See Butea froadoia, Roxh., LxcintiNosE. 

grmgBQ , See Brayen anthelndtstica, D C., Rosaces. 

6 ^ Kmmerla triandnu Ruiz et Pavon, Foltg^les. 

Krakebu; Rhatant. 

A native of Peru and Bolivia. The dried root .is imported into 
India. 

Rhatany is powerfully asrtngent and tonic also. It been success¬ 
fully employed in chronic diarrhoea, in passive or atonic hoemorrhages, 

_Tl.. _I_0-5 /nr. __ T..J \ 'TUia 




US«d as a dant^i^ when mixed with preparedcMh or tnyrrb. 
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Kydia ca^Tcloa, Maltacejc. 

Veto.— PoUi, piUt, pulipadM, pdktri^ Hind.} JBmvngtf, UtoH, C> P>* 
Kibinde, Nepal ; Potri, pandM, Ptada imHji, Tel. } MunA, ictka 
Gabo; Zhooio^p, Bubm. , 

A small tree common in the forests of all parts India and Btintta» 
except the arid region. 

“ The bark is mucilaginous and is used to datify sugar/’ ^AtkimpH ,) 


Lac. 


TMilk. 


LAC. 

3 


o 


Vtm.—Dudk, Hind., Bemo.; Dugha, Sakb./ Zair, Abab.; SM, Pxbs. 

The fresh lacteal secretion is a valuable nutritive and demulcent, use¬ 
ful as an article of diet, especially in some ulcerated conditions of the 
stomach. It is also usdul as an antidote in ccarosive and irritant 
poisoning. {Pharm. Ind.) _ 

The principal milks used for patients are cow’s and goat’s. That of 
the ass is used for phthisical people. Curds are largely used by 
Sikhs and other natives as a hair wash. Hot milk is used in some eye- 
diseases. Camel’s milk is largely used in Afghanistan and Arabia and 
Biluchistan (Or. Emerson), 


Vrta.—Ldhk, Hind, j Gild, Beno. ; LHahi, Sans. 

A resinous incrustation, caused by the parasitic action of an insect. 
Coccus Lacca. The twigs so encrusted are known as itich-lac. >^en 
broken off from the twigs and washed in water, the resin breaks off into 
small particles, known as seed-lac ; while the water used in the washings 
yields lac-dye. Seed-lac, when melted over a fire and squeezed through a 
long sack into troughs, spreads out into thin flakes known as shelUlac. 
If dropped into roundea masses, it is button-lac ; if into larger pieces, it is 
shett-lac or piece-lac. 

A decoction of shell-lac is much used in the pr^aration of several 
medicinal oils. TheTamiil dcxitors prescribed lac in old and obstinate 
bowel complaints. {Ainslie.) 

Lacmus. See Rocella tinctoria, DC., Lichxnks. 


LACTUCA. 

Lactuca remotiflora, DC., Cokposita. 

Syn. — Bbachybamfhus sonchifolius, DC., of Dah. and Gibs, Bomb. 
FI. 133} CaCALIA SONCHIFOLfX, Wall, 

Vem.— Undira-cha-kan (“ the rat’ 8 _ ear”) Mahb.; in Goa it is known as 
Taraxaco, because used as a substitute for Taraseacum, 

L. SCariola, Linn., var. sativs, Coxposita. 

The Lettuce. 

Vem.— Kaku, Hind. 

Grown as a garden vegetable. 

The soporific properties of the milkp sap have been long known, and, 
indeed, it is the mild, naecedc and soothtpgaction whtck muM LeUaMtJo 
T?-l *63 
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nOjyersaHjr /^predated as a salad.,^Prom the sap may be prepared a 
re8ie(jusj <ky (nice known commerdatly as Lactncariim. Tne common 
Lettuce yields only about i8 grains for each plant, but the scented and 
wild English Lettuce, Lactnca Linn,, yields 56 grains. This 

jiuce is prepared just as tlje plaift b^ns to flower. Dr. Duncan, nearly 
a centui7 ^o, showw tlm the juice might be used as a substitute for 
cpium, haviiig mo8t_ of the properties of that drug without its binding 
OTects, _ Smith, in his Dictionary of Economic Plants, mentions an in¬ 
stance in July 1879 where a man died from the effects of the narcotic 
thrdagh eating lettuce. Thus, it would seem that the strength of the 
narcotic varies considerably, and that the drug is not certain. Its acti^ai 
is not so reliable as opium, but it may be usea as a mild hypnotic. Eiose 
a to 10 grains of the dry juice. The officinal preparation is the Extract 
prepared from the fresh plant s a mild sedative, anodyne, purgative, 
(fluretic, diaphoretic, antispasmodic, said "to be useful in the treatment of 
the coughs in phthisis, bronchitis, asthma and pertussis. It has also been 
recommended for rheumatism and insanity with doubtful results. In 
native medical practice a decoction of the seeds is used as a demulcent, 
dose 3ii to 3ss, 

<$ 9 ^ L. virosa, Linn. 

Strong-Scinthd Lkttuck. 

A native of Europe, imported into India. 

The extract of the herb is ofiicinal, bang a mild sedative, anodyne 
and antispumodic. It is useful in phthisis, bronchitis and asthma j also 
prescribea in rheumatism, spermatorrhcea, and dropsy. 


LAGENARIA. 




T - pgonar la. vuIgaris, Seringe., Cucurbitacea. 

Bottxe Gourd. 

Vera. — Lav, Brno. ; Kaddv, lavki (the dried fruit shell is called tumia), 
Hihd, ] Soriai-itti, Tam. ; Sorakaya, Tel^ 

Gourd is largely cultivated in all parts of India. 

The seeds of this plant yield an oil which is used as an application 
for head-ache. The flesh of the fruit is considered diuretic, refrigerant and 
antibilioQS. It is also sometimes made into a poultice; when fresh it is 
bitter and purgative, and is applied over the shaved head in delirium. 


LAGERSTRCEMIA. 

993 |'‘Lae;^‘ 8 t 3 xemia Flos-R^(iiue, Ren., Lythracrie. 

VtStU—far^, Beno.; Ajhar, Ass,; Kadvli, Tam.; Pymma, Buem. 

A large, deciduous tree of East Bengal, Assam, Burma and West 
Coast, extending north to Rutnagiri. 

The root is prescribed as an astringent. 




LAGGERA. 

haggem aurita» SchuUi-Bip,, Compos it& 

Sylk—BLDMSA AURTTA, DC.} CoNVZA AU 8 ITA, tinH.f. 

X A40fenion herbaceous weed in waste places throughout India, from 
o and Sind to Qattagong, Burma and South India. 
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lloodean Shartff has, in hi^upplement to the PharnutcofaiaI$i 4 ica, 
gone into a long discussion as to the correct scientific nattiC .of the 
kakrond (Hind,) orkumajitus (Arab.^ Hedescribes the flowe*«.aS'white 
and about the size of a large p^. ThiS precludes it from being 
anrita, DC., which has pink flowers. The color of the capituTa of this 
great natural order is a character erf much greater importance than in 
any other order, and one is almost justifiea in sayjng that the white- 
flowered plant cannot be either a Blniaea nor a Lag^^nu See iHWafia 
lacera. • 




LALLEMANTIA. 

Lallemantia Royleana, Labuta. • 

Syn.— Dracocephalum’RoyleanuI*, Wall. 

Vem.— Gharei kaskmili, iukkm-malanga. Hind., Pb. 

Found wild in many places in the Salt Range and Trans-Indus to 
5,000 feet. 

Seeds of this plant are officinal, having cooling and sedative proper¬ 
ties. 



LAMINARIA. 


Laminaria saccharina, Lam., Po-gs.. 

Vem.— Gilarpatr, HiND. 

A marine plant, consisting of long, ribbon-like pieces, brought from 
the northward, and often administerea for goitre, a common Himalayan 
disease. It is also used in SiiTd for the cure of scrofulous affections, and 
syphilitic eruptions. [Murray j Stewart.) 



LAMPRACH(ENIUM. 

Lamprachoenium micPocephalum, Benih., Composite. 

Syn. —Decaneuron microcephalum. Dolt. 

Vem.— Brahma^dandi, Bom. 

A much-branched annual, smelling of chamomile common in the 
Concan. 

“ Used medicinally as an aromatic bitter. ” [Dymock.) 

Lard, See Adeps. 

LATHYRUS. 

Lath 3 rrus sativus, Linn., LEau]tiNos.x. 

Vem.— Teora, Beno. j Khesari, Hind. 

Largely cultivated on alluvial soils, wread through the Northern Prov¬ 
inces, ascending from the plains of Bengal to the temperate zone in 
Hazara, Kashmir, and Kumaun. 

This plant is mentioned in the Indian Pharmacopreia to call the atten¬ 
tion of the pei^leto the fact that the continued use of its seeds as food in¬ 
duces paralvsis of the lower extremities. But Stewart says that he has 
never heard of its ever producing paralysis in the Punjab. 

Lftudsxiunif See PapAver Somnlferam, Linn., Papavexacejc. 
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LAUKJiA. 

I^Lamuea pImwtiBdA, Cats., Coxfositj:. 

S^—MlCKOKHyMCHOS SAKiftKTOBtfSj DC., Prod., vii, tSt; Pkbnakthes 
(AKKEMTOSA, Wiltdfs Lactuca sarmxhtosa, DC., in WighPt Conlrib. 

Vem.-’Paikri, Bov. j Satt-iahu, Sind j the jujce in Sind is known as Kkee 
kkama. Ay»irao of tfae Goanbk. 


A common plant of the sandy coasts of India from Benral to Ceylon 
Madras, Malabar; very plentiful at Kurrachee and Goa. Much used in 
Goa as a substitute for Taxacum. ^ 

The juice at the plant, mixed with oil prepared from Pongaaua 
seeds, is largely used as an external application in rheumatism. ,3^he 
juice i^also used as a soporifk^for children. Dr. Dymock describes the 
first and the last of the above synonyms as distinct species. This seems 
to be an oversight. 


Laurel- See Dm>lim and Pnuna. 


LAURUS. 

Laurus Camphora, Linn, See Cianamosiiifli Coaphon, Nets., 
Laurineje. 

700 L. nobilis, Linn. 

* Sweet Bat. 

Vltn,~ZttfHn, kubul-ghar, Arab. 

Indigenous in Italy. • 

Theberry is officinal. 


LAVANDULA. 

70Z Lavandula staechas, Linn., Labiatx. 

' Von.— Dkaroo, Hind. ] Oo^akkoodus, Ara^., Box. 

Birdwood mentions this plant amongst his drugs, but says nothing 
about its medicinal prop^ies. Murray says that it may be used as an 
expectorant. Dymock, in his Materia Medica, describes it as resolvent, 
deobstruent and carminative. In native practice it is given in chest 
afEections, and also to expel bilious and phlegmatic humours. 

702 Lavandula vera, DC. 

A native of South Europe and the Mediterranean shores, extend¬ 
ing into Western Africa. Introduced into England, but now extensively 
cultivated for the cpikes of flowers from which a volatile oil is distilled. 
This oil is pale yellow with g^teful odour and bitter, aromatic taste. 
The characteristic properties of the plant have been developed to an 
enormous extent by English cultivation and soil. But they are not 
equally devdoped, for, indeed, there are only two ^strkts that can be said 
to salt Ute plsL^: these are Mitcham in Surrey and Hitchin in Hertford¬ 
shire. There are over 50 acres annually under cultivation in the latter 
locality. The bushes are cultivated m rows 4 feet apart, the plants 
bmng 3 feet removed feoea each other. So planted an acre would 
coataia about 3,547 bashes. When about foucyears old they yield the best 
otto, and are inqnaved by keepir« back the dowering. As acre should 
. .^ield about 6 to 7 quarts of otto. Essence of lavender is best prepared by 
‘ distilling a mixtuFe of essendal oit of lavender with rectified spirft, in the 
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proportionsof 4. oz. of the fatnter to of the lattKr (00 ovtr proof); 

with I pint rose water. This is the formula for the preparation ef Sniyth 
and Ntphew’i Essence of Lavender {Piesse bn Pesfumei>yi) 

The cultivation of laven^pr do^j not wpear to have beert srttempted 
in India, but it would seem that it Would likely be found to do Well upon 
the Himalayas. 

In medicine Spirits of Lavender are largely used in h^teria, dose i to 
1 fluid drachm. Tincture of Lavender is carminative and anti^asmodic, 
and is the colouring agent in Liquor at»rtiieafl<. ^ 

'4saw9onia alba, Zam., Lythracea. 

Syn. —L. INERMIS, Roxd. 

Vem. — Henna, mhendi, Hjana, yorotuna, KuKV.i Hjfta, Pers. ; 

Dan, Burm. . , 

Wild in Biluchistan, on the Coromandel coast, and perhaps in 
Central India; cultivated throughout India. 

A decoction of the leaves is used in native medicine to purify the 
blood, and is astringent; applied externally in the cure of ulcers and other 
sores and skin diseases. Ainstie says the natives of South India make 
an extract from the flowering twigs, leaves, &c., much valued in the 
treatment of “ lepra and other depraved habits of body.” 

A decoction of the leaves is used as an astringent gargle in relaxed 
sore throat. The fresh l^ves are rubbed over the s les of the feet in 
the disease known as burning of the feet; sometimes a paste made with 
vinegar is used for the same purpose. Henna is used as an emollient poul¬ 
tice, and the flowers are considered refrigerant. The flowers are also used 
as a soporific, being for this purpose placed in a pillow. The oil and 
essence are rubbed over the body to keep the body cool. {Dr. Emerson.) 

Lead. 

Vem.— Sisd, Beng. ; Sisaka, SaNS. 

Sulphate of lead (galena) is largely sold in the bazars under the 
name of Surma, See Plmabutn. 

Ledebouria hyadnthoides, HoiA., See Sdlla hyadntfaoidea^ Zinn., 

Liliacea. 

Leech, (Saagulsuga, Tariona apedes). 

Vem. — Jonk, Hind., Bbno. ; Adlak, Arab.; Jfok, eolu, Pers. 

The Leech has been used from the remotest times for the purpose of 
removing blood in the cure of certain affections. The ancient Hindus 
seem to have used them for this purpose, and the Arabs adopted the 
practice. The leeches used in Bengal are chiefly caught in tanks in the 
neighbourhood of Baraset, by persons who collect Jhem by allowing the 
lee^es to catch hold of their limbs. They are gathered in May as the 
tanks begin to dry up. From the North-Westerrt Provinces the best 
Indian leeches are obtained, and chiefly from Shekoabad. The f*unjab 
leeches come from Patiala. There are many distinct species met with 
in India, but they have not been scientifically worked up or nam^. 
One soon gets accustomed, however, to at least three of these. Id the 
pools or streams there are large, heaw, black ones, the least harmless of. 
all, since they may be avoided. Op the trees are long green ones which, 
dropping from the boughs, find their way down the back, and only make 
their presence known alter they have sucked their full, through the cold 
Sensation of their gorged and swollen bodies beneath the garments. On 
the paths swarm in myriads the most troublesome of alLthe brown spectes,; 
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with ydlow band along eadi sid^ Every blade of grass, and ev^ 
proje^ing pebble, has its leech which, while firmly grasping its pr^ection 
or vanta^ point by its anal extremity, sways itself in every direction 
in search of the traveller’s feet or^those,,of his dumb animals. Once let 
this intruder catch and itt action is certain: unperceived it will work its 
way through the minutest opening in the strongest erf alpine boots, or 
find its way between the toes of the bare-footed coolie. Many cures 
have been recommended, but experience of months’ marching through 
marshy and leechy ground has convinced me that long salmon fishing or 
wadfng boots are by a long way the traveller’s best alpine protector. 
Swamps, tall, damp, rampant vegetation and leeches are at once pun&l 
defiance, while the thin India rubber upper proves no incumbrance and 
may be rtrfled down when not required. The coolies have a more con- 
venienf cure for leeches than thtf salt or tobacco juice recommended by 
most authors. In all the lower hills wher^ leeches abound various species 
of Blgonia are found. The sap squeezed from a leaf-stalk at once kills 
the leech when dropped upon him. The Nagas out of revenge collect 
large quantities of leeches, and squeezing the Bigonkt sap upon the 
seething mass take particular delight in watching their destruction. The 
sap when dropped upon the leech changes into a deep red colour. 


Leeches boiled with honey are used as a local application for tonsilitis. 
Dried and rubbed with aloes are used locally for haemorrhoids. (Dr. 
£merson,) 

Leontodon taraxacum, Zitin. See Tanxaenm offidnale, Wigg., 

Composite. 

Leptopus cordifolius, Decne, See Audiaclme coidlfoUa, Mall, Arg., 

Eufhokbiacka. 

Lepidhim sativum, Lion,, Cxucifeils. ^ 

Chess. 

Ven.—Hdlim, chausaw. Hind. ; Chandraswra, Sans. ; Varjir, 'hurf, 
Arab. ; Turrah-iitiak, Pebs.; Ali-verai^ Tam. ; Adit-y<uu, Tel. 

Cultivated in gardens as a vegetable. 

Sanskrit writers have described the seed as tonic and alterative, 
efficacious in hiccup, diarrheea, and skin diseases. (U, C, DuU,) It is 
also carminative and diuretic. 

Lettuce. See under Lactnea. 


LEUCAS. 

* 

707;!^ Leucas a^era, Spreng., Labutx. 

* This plant is reported to be an antidote for snake-bites. The juice 

of the leaves is applied successfully in psora and other chronic affections, 

708 L. Cephalotes, Spr, 

\etn.—Phumiin, tisaliis, nuUdoda, gvldoda, chatra, Pb. ; Tumba, Bom. 
Common in the western Punjab plains, and ascending to 4,o()o feet 
in the hills. 

The plant is officinal, being considered stimulant and diaphoretic. 

Ih&iea rotundatus, RoU. See Pamella. 
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Lignum colubrinum.' Set StiyduiM colnfarint, Linn., LooAJiucXA. 
LigUSticum S^awain, Fleming, See Quui copticnSt Benth., Um- 

SSUI^KA, ^ 

LSium Wallirhianum,igoy/<?, Lujackj. 

'Vttn.—FiHdora, Hind. 

The bulbs possess demulcent properties, and th^ are used in pectoral 
complaints. • 

Lime. 

Lime is used internally in dysomsia, and also as antacid. Also 
useful in enlargements of spleen, /^lied externally as a c&ustic. See 

Caldnia. 

Lime. See Citms aedlca, Linn., Rutace^. 


LIMNANTHEMUM. 

Limnanthemum cristatum, Griseb., Gentianaces. 

Vem. — Kiri, ihairposh, gul Jafaripuruka, Hind. 

Common in the lakes of Kashmir. 

The plant is said to increase the milk of the cows feeding on it. 


LIMONIA. 

Limonia addissima, Linn., Rutaceje. 

Vem.— Beli, Hind.’j Tor-elaga, Tel. j Kamat, Mar. ; Tkeekaycuni, Burm. 

Found in dry hills in various parts of India, North-West Himalaya, 
in Simla and Kumaun, ascending to 4,000 feet; Monghyr hills in 
Behar; AsShm; Western Peninsula, from the Bombay Ghilts and Coro¬ 
mandel southward. 

The root is purgative, sudorific and used in colic; the leaves in epi¬ 
lepsy and the dri«l fruit as a tonic and disinfectant. {Atkinson.) 


LINARIA. 

Linaria cirrhosa, Willd., Scrophularineje. 

Found in Sind, Egypt, Arabia, and the Deccan, and perhaps also in 
North India. ’ 

This plant forms a very useful remedy for diabetes. 

L. ramosissima, Wall. 

Indigenous to Sind. 

This species also is highly valued as a remedy for diabetes. 


LINUM. 

Linum trigymim. Roxb. See Rdowaidtia trigyu, Planch., LiFUl. 
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L« qiitatisiimuin, Linn. 

liiNSEXD; Flax. 

Vttn.— Tisi, masini, Be{io. ] Alsi, MlNb.; KattdH, Akkb, j XligkA, KtOan, 
Pbrs. ; Althi-virai, Tam. ; 'BsL. 

Linseed is cultivated in Bengal and North-West Provinces. It is one 
of the most important of the oil-seeds of India. 

Medicinally, li|}seed is used for poultices. It is also taken internally 
in bronchial afl^tions, diarrhoea, &c. Linseed oil is aperient, but rarely 
admimstered internally. It is chiefly used in the preparation of lini¬ 
ment for burns. ^ 


The seeds are used internally for gonorrhoea and 'irritation of the 
genito-uBnary system. The fjrtvers are considered a cardiac tonic. 

{Dr, Emerson?) • * 

LIPPIA. 

714 Lippia nodiflora, Rich, Vekbenacex. 

* Vem.— Bhui-okra, Hind, j Vashira, Sans, j Mokna, biian, jalnim, 

joraih, muitdi. Pb. 

Commonly found in and near water all over the Punjab plains, as¬ 
cending to 2,000 feet on the hills. 

The plant is officinal, and considered cooling. The tender stalks and 
leaves are slightly bitter, and prescribed in the form of an infuaon to 
children suffering from indigestion, and to women after delivery. 

LIQUIDAMBAR. 

Liquidambar Altingia, Blume. See Altingfa excelaa, Noronha, 

Hakauelidxs. 


715 , L. orientate, Millet. • 

A tree of Asia Minor. 

Yields the fragrant resin "Storax, ” used in medicine. 

“ Storax is considered by the Mahomedafis to be tonic, resolvent, 
suppurative, and astringent; it is prescribed as a pectoral, and is sought 
to strengthen all the viscera; applied externally it is supposed to have 
a similar action upon the parts with which it comes into contact. _ It is 
a favourite application to swellings, and in Bombay is much used in or¬ 
chitis, the inflamed part being smeared with it and then bound up tight 
in tobacco leaves. ” (Z^moe*.) 

716 Liquorice. See Clycirhiza glabra, Linn., Leguhinosje. 

Litluum. 

Litmus, See Rocella tkictoiia, DC., Lichenes. 

LOBELIA. 

717 Lobelia inflata, Linn., Lobeliaces. 

Lobelia. 

A native of North America, from Canada to Carolina. 

The flowering herb is oflScinal, being emetic, sedative, diaphoretic, 
expectorant, and antispasmodic, and in large doses an acro-narcotic 
p<wHn. It is useful in spasmodic asthma, chronic bronchitis, and pneu- 
mMta {Pharm. Ini.) 



M«dfetiies. 


''LobeliUi nicotinaefolia, Heytu. 

Tcnu— Dna-nal, hoh-nal, datnd, Mal * 

Met with in Malabar s on the GhAts,Ltitude 3^ to from 

Bombay to Travancore, and*m Ceylon. J _ • 

"An infusion of the leaves is used by the nativesas anantispasmodic. 
The dry herb, when handled, is extremely acrid, the dust irritating the 
throat and nostrils like tobacco.’* {Pharm. Jnd. ; J)ymock^ 

* LODOICEA. 

Lodoicea Sechellarum, LabUi., Falh^s. 

• The Sz* Cocoanut; The !S^(>UBLE Cocoanut. • 

Vem .— Darya-ka-nriyal-,V.\iiiXi,;\tJbiie norihaylum. Sans. ; NaHiXe-hahri, 
Arab.j Nargile-mahri, ^E^s. iDirya-ka-naril, Dec.; Kad-Ml- 4 aynga, 
Tam. ; Samooirapoo-tenkay^i, Tel. 

Indigenous in Maldives ai'.d Laccadives. A tall jointed palm, the 
fruit taking several years to r..Ach maturity, and becoming often 40 to 
50 lbs. in weight. 

Birdwood mentions the nut of this plant amongst his drugs, but is 
silent about its medicinal properties. Long before the home of this tree 
was discovered the fruit was known in India, having been washed to our 
shores by the monsoons. Naturally, strangs stories became current 
regarding this monster double cocoanut. The hard, black shell forms the 
fakir’s drinking and begging cup. 

The nut is used in malarial fevers. The ground nuts mixed with 
milk are used in opium-poisoning {Dr. Emerson). 

Logwood, See Htenuttoxyloa ouBpecUanum, Linn., LECiwiNOSiB. 

LONICERA. 

Lonicera glauca, H.f. &f T., Caprifoliacb.*. 

Vem.— Shingtit, shea, shewa, Pb., Hind. 

Found in temperate North-Western Himalaya and Western Tibet, 
12,000 to i6,ooo feet; Nubra, Zanskar, Piti, Tilail, in Kashmir, Garwahl 
and Kumaun. 

The seeds of the plant are prescribed for horses in colic. 

Loza Bark. See CinchooBt 


LUFFA. 

LufTa acutang^la, Roxh., Cucukbitacez. 

Gourd. 

Vem. —-yAtnga, Beno.{ roTMt, Hind.; Pihunhai, Tam. j Siraiai, Tkl. ; 
ThaSmai-ttha-mn, Burh. 

Cultivated in North-West India, Sikkim, Assam, plains of East 
Bei^al and Ceylon. 

The seeds possess purgative and emetic propoties. 


The pounded leaves are used locally in splenitis, haemorrhoids and 
leprosy. {Dr Emerson.) 
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C 

nt. mcuaL, JRoxi. 

VeitL—JTorvi turai, Hikd.; Ghes-hd4aid, Beno.j San.iurai, Bom.] 

Stnd%.^er~lkai, Tel. k 

This plant is met with ^ over fndia,‘'eroecially on the western side. 

The plant is used medicinally by the Hindus to cure headache, and 
in the form oft' infuMon as an emetic and purgative. It also possesses 
cathartic and emetic properties, and also described as a bitter tonic and 
diuretic, and recommended in enlargements of the spleen. The leaves 
are et>jployed as an external application to sores in cattle, (JDymoch: 
Pharm. Ind.) 

L. asgyptiaca, Mill. 

Syfl. — L. PENTANDRA, Ron. 

Veni.— Dhundvi, Beno. ) Ghia-tarui, Hind. 

Cultivated as a vegetable. 

The seeds are used as a cooling medicine. 

L. echinata, Eoxi. 

’ Vem.— Kuiar-mli'Boti.ji Wa-t^la-biJ, Cvz. 

Found in Gurerat, Sind, Purnea, and Dacca. 

The plant has acquired a reputation among the Hindus on account 
of the bitter properties of the fruit. It forms an ingredient in some of 
their compound decoctions. 


LUPINUS. 

Lupinus albus, Zinti., Leguuinosie. 

Vtta.—Zurmish, tirmu». Hind. 

"Said to be brought from Egypt, and used as a carminative. Useful 
in leprosy and internal heat.” [Baden-Po'well.) 

Lupulus. See Huiaulus Lupnlna, Linn., Ukticaceie. 


LYCIUM. 

Lycium europoeum, Linn., Solanaceik. 

Vem. — Kangi, kingi, ganger, mriil, chirchiita. Pa., Hind. 

A small, thorny shrub, found in the drier tracts of the Punjab Plains 
from Delhi west to the Sulaiman Range. 

The berries are used medicinally as aphrodisiac. 


LYCOPERDON. 

Lycoi^tlon gemmatum, Batsch., Fimci. 

PUEFBALL. 

^fttO^-^Kunia, Pb. 

Found in the Punjab Himalaya up to 11,500 feet, and in Ladak at 
13,000 feet. 

. .aiie black spores irf this fungus are officinal at Lahore, and are con- 
sfafered warm. 
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LYCOPODIIIM. 

Lycopodium clavatum. Linfi., LycopoiLiczs. ^ 

Club-moss. * 

"Thepart of the plant employed in pharmac}^ is tbfe minute ^MKs, 
which, as a yellow powder, are shaken out of the ki 4 ney*shaped capsules 
or sporangia, growing on the inner side of the bracts covering the fruit- 
spike.” • 

’ " Lycopodium is not now regarded as possessing any medicinal virtue^ 

and is only used externally for dusting excoriated surfaces, and for 
placing in pill boxes to prevent the mutual adhesion of pills. It is also 
empk>yed by the pyrotechnist.” {Phgfmacographia.) • 

“ Experiments made with the tincture prepared of this plant show that 
its action is chiefly directed to the urinary organs and the liver. It 
relieves the spasmodic retention of urine in chilt&en and catarrh of the 
bladder in adults. According to the reports of many physicians, the 
drug is very useful in dyspepsia, in constipation with flatulence and in 
enteritis in children. In hepatic congestions. Lycopodium has been 
pronounced more efficacious than any other medicine. In chronic passive 
bronchitis, in chronic pneumonia, in carotid aneurism, it has been found 
to produce striking beneficial results. Its action upon boils, carbuncles 
, and papular eruptions is highly interesting.” (Christy’s New Commercial 
Plants and Drugs.) 


VM. 
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LYCOPUS. 

L3rcopus europoeus, Linn., Labiat.s. 

Gipsy Wort. 

Vem.— Gandamgin^i, jalnim. Hind. 

Found wild in Trans-Indus and Kashmir to 7,000 feet. 
Part of this plant is officinal as a cooling drug. 
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LYTTA. 

Lytta Assamensis, Colroptbra, 

L. giga. 

L. violacea. 

The above three species of Lytta are met with in many parts of India. 
They are known as blistering agents. 

Mace. See Myristica moschata, Linn. /., Myristiczs. 


MACROTOMIA. 

MacrotomJa Benthami, DC., Boraginea. 

Vem.— 

Found at 10,000 to 13,000 feet on the Pfr Punjil and elsewhere, and on 
the western Himalaya, from Kumaun to Kashmir. 

The plant is considered useful in diseases cd 'the tongue and th^pat. 

. *73 
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-il, ptxtsaSM, Soiss. 

TM bruised roots of this plant are applied to eruptions, and, along 
withOao —a a ctfa ideaand ore or two other roots, constitutes the 
jot <rf the Punjab and t^je Norih-Wiist Himalayas. ( 5 m Ganuiioa 
ncpaknae.) 

Madder, Indian., Sff Rnbia cordlfoUa, Zinn., Rubiacex. 

735 Magn^ia. 

**** Male Fern. Ste Nephrodlnm FHbMmm, Itich., Fiucxs. 


MALLOTUS* 

73 *^! Idallotiis phillpiMnenis, Muil^ EupaoRBucEjE. 

The Kaxala or Kaxela. 

I Syn, —Rottlbra tikctoria, Roxh.; Croton PHiLiPFiNSNSts, Zam. ; Echi¬ 

nus FHlLtPPINENSIS, Bail. 

Veni. — Kam/IA, kamid. Hind. ; Punag, tang, kishur, kamalguri, Beno. ; 
Kamili, kamal, Pb. ; Rohm, OuDH j Paroa, Lepcha ; Cangai, Ass, ; 
Kampala, Boh. ; Kapli, kapxla, kameli-mivu, Tam. ; Kapilapod, Tel. ; 
Qitinbil, PiBiAB. i KatiMd,nKa,} Kapila, SAtfs.} Tan-theedtH, Bum. 

A small tree of the Sub-Himalayan tract from the Indus eastward 
to Benral, ascending to 4,000 to 5,000 feet in altitude. Central and 
South India, Burma and the Andaman Islands. 

The powder prepared from the tricoccous fruit is used as an anthel¬ 
mintic, vermifuge and purgative medicine. It is also said to possess 
cathartic properties. 

Recently it has been discovered that the African Waras powder is not, 
as was formerly supposed, identical with the Indian Kame'ld, but is in 
fact the glandular hairs from the pods of Flendagia congests, a common 
wild plant in India and Africa. A careful perusal of the account given 
by the learned authors of the Pharmaco^raphia forces upon one the 
conviction that two plants have been combined in their account of the 
Kamala. In 1216 Abul Abbas Ahmad Annabati wrote of the 
Waras that it came from Yemen. About the same period Kazini 
describes it as sown in Yemen, and states that it resembles Sesame. 
He certainly could not have compared the tree Kameld to the herbaceous 
plant—Sesame, which is annually sown as an oil-seed crop in many parts 
of Africa, in fact in all tropical countries. But the plant to which the 
Waras has now been referred is a small herbaceous annual which might 
easily enough be compared to Sesame. The authors of the Pharmacogra- 
phia tuive laid great stress upon the fact that the African powder is 
darker, purple coloured, and composed of larger glands or g^ns than 
the Indian Kamtld.' They seem to have anticipated the discovery which 
the Kew Report, 1882,0.50, states was made by Captain Hunter, Assistant 
Resident at Aden, The specimens of the plant sent by him to Kew 
were collected on Jebel Dthubarah, altitude 6,000 feet and 60 miles north 
cf Aden, Fleadngia coagerta is a common Indian plant, but neither 
ijg dyg nor its medicinal virtues appear to be known to the natives of 
India. The reputed value of the Kamild powder as an anthelmintic 
and vermifu^ are almost too well known in India to require to be more 
than mentioned, but we must settle the question which seems now forced 
upon ns. Were the pnmerties attributed to thtKamdld known prim- to 
the inq^co^ion cf the Waras, or have we, identifying the African Waras 
with our Indism Kam61i, given the pn^io-ties of the former to the latter 
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plant P In other wordi. It is necessary to discover whether it is the ira- 1 P& 3 U 
ported Wares or the Indian KtmiU, that b medidnal. They both yidd 
valuable dyes, i • 

Oanible says the powdered bark o| Caeeiute tomwtoea, b 
used as an adulterant for the iCamela powper. 


MALVA. 

Malva parrifiora, Linn., Malvacxb. 

Vem.— lfirr,paHtral, tufra, sonchol, gogi sig, Ps,, 

Found in the North-West Himalaya, altitude 
Upper Bengal, Sindh and the Punjab. 

The seeds are used as a demulcent in coughs and ulcers in the 
bladder. The root is used^by womelMo cleanse their hair. * 

M, rotundifolia, Linn. 


Hind. • 

1,000 to 3,000 feet. 


Vem.— SoHc/utla, ihuhui. Hind. 

Found in the North-West Provinces, Kumaun and Sind. 

The seeds possess demulcent p: Tperties; thty are prescribed in 
bronchitis, cougn, inflammation of the bladder, and haemorrhoids; the 
seeds are also externally applied in skin diseases. 




M. silvestris, Linn. 

'VtStn.—Kunii, tilchuni, viliyati-kangai-k^er. Hind, j AXu^diti, PsRS. | 
Viliyaii kangoi-ki-jhar, Dec, j KhMajhi, Sind. 

Met with in the western temperate Himalaya, from Kumaun, 
altitude 2,500 feet, to Kashmir and the Punjab. 

The plant is highly valued as a demulcent, and prescribed in pulmo¬ 
nary affections. It is generally used as a substitute for the Marsh Mallow 
of Europe. 

MANDRAGORA. 

Mandragora microcat))a, Bert., So\.kskcsjl. 

The Officinal Mandrake. 

Vem.— Luckmuna, luckmunie. Hind.; YebruJ, Bbno.; Caai-futi, Tam.; 
Ustrung, Arab, ; Yabrooe, Pers, 

Indigenous in South Europe and Asia Minor. 

This plant has been mentioned by Birdwood among his drugs, but 
without giving any information about its medicina’ virtues. ThePAoriwa- 
cographla says that the root of this plant, as also of M. offidoanim, M. 
venuub, are very nearly allied, in appearance and structure, to that of 
Atropa Belladonna, L. M. canleacena, Clarke, is closely allied to li. «/&• 
• dnanun, Linn., and is a weed of Alpine Sikkim. 

Dr. Dymock says the root is worn as a charm. 

MANGZFERA. 

Mangifera indica, Linn., Anacardiackx. 

Mango. 

Vem. — Amh, am. Hind.; Am, Beng.; Amra, Sans.; Shegraiul^nbaj, 
Arab.; Darakie-anhah, Pers.; A/oo, mangas, Tam,; 

Am-kd^hdr, Dec. ; itikandamv, mavi, Tel. ; Amboim Jtuda, Guz. t 
Siya-fin, tiye^n, Burm, ; AmSa, amtori, ambafuri. Bom. 

A densely-branched tree, wild in the Western Gh&ts, and apparently 
grown wild in the Chutia Nagpur and the Naga hills ; cultivated all 
over India for its valuable fruit. 
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Pitti. 71 >e ripe fruit is consido’ed laxatiye,4tnd fherefore much prised by 

' persons labouring under habitual constipation. The bu'lc and kernel are 

known lis astringent and us^^ in haemmihages, diarrhoea and other dis* 
diai^fes. The «l«:oction of Lhe kernel, either ^one or in combination 
with hela and ginger, is generally pre^ibed in diarrhoea. The juice 
of the kernel, if snuffed, can stop nasal bleeding. - The kvnei is also 
described in the Indian Pharmacc^oeia as ananthdmintic,and containing 
a large qp^tity of gallic acid, highly useful in bleeding piles- and 
menorrhagia. The unripe fruit is said to be useful in c^hthumia and 
eruptiens, and the seeds in asthma. The rind of the fruit is astringent, 
and also a stimulant tonic in debility of stomach. "The smoke of the 
burning leaves is supposed to have a curative effect in some affections of 
the throat. According to the author of the Makhaan the Hindus make 
a confection of the unripe fruityjmixed with sugar, which, in tjmes of 
plague or cholera, they take internally and rub all over the body; it is also 
stated in the same work that the midribs of the leaves calcined are used 
to remove warts on the eyelids. Ainslie says that the gum-resin, mixed 
with lime-juice or oil, is used' in scabies and cutaneous affections. 
The juice of the ripe fruits dried in the sun, so as to form thin cakes 
{Antras or Amaut, Hind, {ambapuri. Bom.) ; Amsatta, Bbkq.), is used 
as a relish and antiscorbutic.” (Dymock.) 


A native article of diet, known as Amchur {ambosi. Bom.), is made 
of green mangoes which have been skinned, their stones removed and 
the pulp cut up into pieces and dried in the sun, is recommended by the 
Inspector General of Prisons, North-Western Provinces and Oudh, as a 
go(M and che.ip antiscorbutic for native troops. {Dr. Emerson.) 



Mangifera^lvatica, Jtoxi. 

Vem. — Bun am. Ass. j Lakshmi am, Silk^t ; Chucki am, Nepal; Kdtur, 
Lbpcha; Hseng neng thayet. Bush. 

A large, evergreen tree, with a thick, grey bark, found in Nepal, 
East Bengal and the Andamans; rare in Burma. 

Gamble says that the fruit is used medicinally. 


Mang^O-g^Ser. See Curcuma Amada, Roxb., SciTAuiNEiE. 
MangOSteen. See Gardsia Mangostana, Linn., Guttifeile. 

Mimoa. See Fraxlnua, 

Margosa Tree. See Mella Aaadlnchta, Linn., Meuacex. 

Marking Nut Tree. See Semecaipua Aoacardium, Linn., Anacar- 
OIACSJC. 



MARSDENIA. 

Mandenia Roylei, Wight, Ascupiadeje. 

Vem. — PaOur, Ckbnab; Tar, vert. Salt Range; Kurang, Simla; 
Murhttla, Hind. 

A snu^ climbo' of the North-West Himalaya, 
o The unripe fruit is powdered and given as a cooling medicine. 
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MARXyNIAj 

Martynia diandra, Gloxin., Sesamkx. j 

Vem .—Bichi f, hUh/yarit Pb. j T^inchUiVou. 

This plant is found in gardens in the Punjab. It has been natural* 
ised in several places near the Siwalik tract of Rohilcund.* 

The fruit is officinal in the Punjab bazars, k has become quite 
naturalised in Bombay, and is sold, in the shops as an antidote to 
scorpion stings, hence the name Bichu, Hind., and Vinchu,*iAjkBR. 

• • {Dr, Dymock.) 

Mamibium Malcomianum, Dah. See Mlcnmeiia aqittellata, Benih., 

I ASIA.T£. « •- 

Mastich or Mastache. See Plstada Lentiacua, Linn., Anacaroiaca. 

MATHIOLA. 

Mathiola incana, JR. Br., Crucifers. 

Vem.— Todri safed, Pb., Sind. 

Grown for its sc?ds, which ar- said to be aphrodisiac. 

The seeds are of three ...nds, yellow, red and white ; used in infusion 
in cancer j are expectorant; mixed with wine given as an antidote to 
poisonous bites. {Dr. Emerson.) 

MATRICARIA. 

Matricaria Chamomilla, Linn., Cowposits. 

Wild Chamomilh^ 

Vem. — Babun-phal, Beng., Hind. ; Bibinek, Pers. ; Chammyidu^u, Tam. 

A native of Europe and Persia, imported into India from the latter 
country. In India it is found in the Upper Gangetic Plain and the 
Punjab. 

The dried flower-heads are officinal, and are said to be stimulant, 
tonic and carminative. They are used in constitutional debility, hysteria, 
dyspepsia and intermittent fevers. The warm and strong infusion 
of the flowers is emetic, while a weak infusion acts as a tonic and febri¬ 
fuge. In flatulence and colic, chamomile oil is the most effectual of all 
remedies. The Indian Pharmacopoeia says the bahunaha phul forms a 
perfect substitute for the European Chamomile (i'M Aathemla nbUlia.) 
“ In Persian works the flowers are described as stimulant, attenuant 
and discutient. There is a popular opinion among the Persians that 
the odour of the flowers induces sleep and drives a*ay noxious insects; 
th^ also say_ that the chamomile tea applied to the genitals has a < 
powerfully stimulating effect.” {Dymock.) 

Meadow saffron. See ColcUcum autusmale, Linn., Liliacea. 
MECONOPSIS. 

Meconopsis aculeata, RoyU, Fapaveracex. 

Vem.— Guddi him, gidia, Pb. 

Found in the Western Himalaya from Kashmir to Kumaun, alti¬ 
tude 11,000 to 15,000 feet. • 

M 17^, _ ^ 
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The root is officinal in Kashmir as a narcotip, and is in Chumba, 
re^anied as poisonous. <^haughneuy mentions having given a drachm 
of an idcohouc extract to a dog which produced no perceptible effect. 

748 Meconopsis NQ>aleiisis, D ( T . 

Is reported to be used in the same manner as the preceding. 

749 MeL 

' Honxt. 

VtSSir—ShiAad, madk, Himd. ; tfadhu, Beno.j Aatl, Arab, j Shahad: 
angdbin, Pers. ; Shahad, Dec., Tam. ; Tele, Tel. 

Saqpharine substance collec^ by the bee, is officinal in the Pharma- 
copseia India. It is emollient and slightly laxative, used chief)/ to im> 
part a pleasant flavour to cough mixtures, gargles, &c. 


MELALEUCA. 


750 ! Melaleuca Leucadendron, Myrtacejc. 

— Cajkput. 

Syn.—M. Cajuputi, Roicb. j M. minor, Sm. 

\esxu—Kiy 6 puH, Bom. 

An evergreen tree of Tenasserim. 

"The leaves give the Cajuput oil of commerce, which is largely ex¬ 
ported from the Malady Archipelago, and is used in medicine as a sti¬ 
mulant and diaphoretic.’’ {Gamble^ It is also antispasmodic, and when 
externally applied acts as rubrfacient. It is also regarded as a 
powerful sudoriflc. 
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MELANORRHCEA. 

Mdanorrhoea usitata) Wall., Anacarcuces. 

The Varnish Trek of Burma. 

Syn.—M. USITATISSIMA, Wall, as in Pharm. Ind. 

Vent. — Khen , Manipur j Thitseeben , Hsi or sissi , Burm. ; Soothan . Tel • 
Kiakong , Karen. ' ’ 

A deciduous tree with dark gr^ bark; a native of the forests of 
Manbur and Burma. 

The thick, grwish fluid which is found in every part of the plant has 
b^n used in medicine as an anthelmintic with great success. If the 
juice be too much handled, it causes erysipelas-like swellings in certain 

constitutions, which are cured by the application of an infusion of teak- 
wood. • 



MELIA. 


Mdia Asadirachta, Linn ., Meliacea. 

The Nm Tree ; The Margosa Tree. 
Syn.— Azadiracrta indica, Jmss. 


Vera^— Affw, Benoj, Hind., Bom, ; Limba, nimia. Make, j Nlmba, SansL , 

Thim^ 4 . 

IndkS^ self-sown throughout the greato- part of 



Mtdieines. 


Thefruit is nsed medicinally as an antiseptic, puig^ivei, onoHient and 
anthelmintic. The bark is known as astrjhgent, tonk and andperiodk, 
and used in intermittent and other fevers, in constitutional weakness, and 
during the convalescent stateafto* feveraifd other diseases. The leaves 
are stimulant and applied to ulco's and skin diseases of long standing. 
They are also used in the form of poultices to disperse glandular 
tumours, and in the form of a pulp in cases of pu^ular eruptions and 
small'pox. The oil of the seeds effects suppuration of scrofular glands, 
and is given in Imrosy. The gum is said to have stimulant prmerties. 
The air passing through Nim trees is thought to be highly benmeial to 
health, and hence the practice among the natives of planting Nim trees 
near their dwelling-houses. Many Europeans even believe in this, espe¬ 
cially in the North-Western Province and Oudh, and frequently cite 
villages surrounded with Nim trees as proverbially free from fever while 
adjoining villages have suffered severely. 


The small branches are used as tooth-brushes by the natives 
(ZV. Emerson.) The young trees tapped yield a saccharine sap or toddy 
capable of undergoing vinous fermentation. When carefully prepared 
this wine is an excellent stomachic, being taken in doses of about 
one ounce. [Rai Kant Lull Di, Bahadur.) 

Melia Azedarach, Linn. 

The Persian Lilac, Bastard Cedar or Bead Tree. 

Veni. — Bakayan, maha-nimb. Hind.; Maha-H(m, Beng.; Paniata-mmia, 
Sans, ; Habil-bah, Arab. ; Couri-nim, Dec. ; Moiai v^mbu, malm 
meppam, Tam. ; Konda-n^a, turaka^ipa. Tel. ; •Beitada-bemna, Kan.; 
Dongra-cha limbicha jhada. Mar, ; Maha-nimba, Cbvlon ; 
tdma-bin, Burm. 

A tree, with smooth, grey bark, commonly cultivated throughout India, 
and believed to be indigenous in the outer Himalaya, Siwalik tract and 
the hills of Biluchistan. 

The bark is extremely bitter; and is employed as an anthelmintk in 
the form of decoction. In large doses it exercises narcotic influence on 
the constitution. Fresh berries and leaves are supposed poisonous. 
“The flowers and leaves are applied as a poultice to relieve nervous 
head-aches. The juice of the leaves administered internally is said to 
be anthelmintic, antilithic, diuretic and emmenagogue, and is thought 
to resolve cold swellings, and expel the humours whi«i give rise to them. 
The bark and leaves are used internally and externally in l^rosy and 
scrofula. A poultice of the flowers is said to kill lice and cure eruptions 
of the scalp. ” 


The gum is used in spleen affections. {Dr, Enitrson.) 


MELILOTUS, 

Melilotiis alba, Lamk., Lsguhinors. 

Sjn.—M. LEUCANTHA, Kock, 

Vein. — CUtaringi, Hind. 

' Found in several parts of the Punjab plains, and to 8,500 feet or 
more in the Himalaya. 

The plant, if browsed by cattle produces swelling of the b^y. * 

M—I . 
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fufiirrHi. 

MelUotus officinalis, Wtlld. 

* Vera. — A^uri, Hind. Ziretr, Per*. 

A European species, pultivated in India. Met with in Nubra and 
Lad^ * * 

Said to possess styptic properties. 

756 J^. parnfioT^, JPesf. 

* “ Vera.—.S»»y«, Pb.} Z»>, Sind. 

A native of Western Peninsula, Bengal and North-Western Pro 
vinces. 

The seeds are said to be useful in bowel complaints and infantile 
diarrhoea, given as a gruel. {Murray.) 

MELISSA. 

757 Melissa officinalis, Linn., Labiate. 

* Vera .—BadrunJ boya, Pbrs. 

Used as stomachic. 

MELOE. 

758 Mdoe trianthema, Coleoftera. 

A blistering fly found in Central and Upper India, referred to by the 
Pharm. India. 
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MEMECYLON. 

Meme^lon edule, Roxh ., Melasteouaceje. 

The Iron wood Tree. 

Syn.—M. TiHCTORiuM, Koen. * 

Vera.— Ali-chedu, Tel. ; Anjana, turpa. Box. 

An exceedingly common plant, met with in the Western Peninsula, 
C^lon, Tenasserim and the Andaman Islands. 

The leaves are used in the form of infusion as anti-inflammatory. 


MENTHA. 

7te y, Mentha arvensis, Linn., Labiate. 

The Marsh Mint. 

Syn.—M. BATIVA, Linn. 

Vttn.—Pudiifak, Beng., Hind., Dec.; Naanaaul^inA, Naanaa-hindi, 
habaqul-bind, Arab; Pidinah, Pers. ; Pudini, l-ech-chai.birai, 
Tam.; Pudini, Tga-tngili-kira, Tel.; Putiyina, Mal. ; Pudina, 
Guz. ; Bhidina, Bdrm. 

Cultivated in gardens. Found wild in Kashmir. 

The dried plant is a refrigerant, stomachic, diuretic and stimulant 
medicine. 


U^ in jaundice. The dried plant powdered is used as a dentifrice, 
/n-/r fresh fruit is said to be useful to relieve fainting". 

\Dt» EiHtrsoA^^ 

Ut. vomiting; a chutney prepared from the 

“fresh herb is m use ^ over Bengal {Rat Kant ball Di, Bahadur). 

tSo 
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MES^A. 

Mentha incana, Wiia. •j^x 

Vatu — Baburi, vitn, yira, pidna, kitkma, koski, Pb., Hind. , ~ 

Common in the Trans-Indus plains/ Occasionally cultivated in 
gardens. , , 

The leaves are officinal as astringent. Pudinah of Bombay gardens 
has exactly the odour of peppermint. {Dymock.) ^ 

M. piperita, Zinn. • . 762 

Peppermint. ^ 

The Oil of Peppermint is a valuable stimulant, carminative, stom¬ 
achic and antispasmodic. It is used in flatulence, nausea, and spasmo¬ 
dic affections of the bowels. It has been recommended in the treatment 
of puerperal fever instead of oil of tucpentine, on account of rthe latter 
having a tendency to cause nausea. In the Indian Pharmacopoeia two 
preparations of this oil are given, one being Peppermint Water, and the 
other Spirits of Peppermint. 

M. Pulesium, Zinn. 763 

Said to be a good expectorant. 

M. viridis, Zinn. ■764 

Spearmint. 

Vem. — Paharipudina, Hind.j Nagb6, shah-sufiam. Pass. 

Cultivated in gardens in the Punjab. 

Medicinal properties and uses of the oil obtained by distillation from 
the fresh herb are similar to those of Peppermint, but it is only less power¬ 
ful in its action. 


Seeds are mucilaginous. Leaves given in fever and bronchitis. De¬ 
coction used as lotion for aphths. 0 r. Emerson.) 

MerCUiy. See Hydrargynun. 


MERIANDRA. 

Meriandni bengalensis, Benth., Labiatx. 

Syn.— Salvia bengalensis, Kon ; Roxb. Br. Ind. FI. 1451. 

Vem.— Kafur-ka-paiioi Sesti, Bom. 

A herbaceous plant of Bengal. 

The camphoraceous bitter plant possessing the properties of Sage 
(Salvia offidnalla). Leaves are much used in native practice, an infusion 
being an useful application to aphthae and sore throats according to 
Mr. Ft ama Churn Bose, who also notices its power to diminish or arrest 
the secretion of milk. (Pharm. Ind.) 

M, strobilifera, Ben/h. 

Has the same properties as the preceding. 
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MESUA. 


Mesua ferrea, Zinn., Guttiferm. 

Vem. — tfamar. Hind., Beng.; Nagakesara, Sans., Nangal, Tam., 
• Ganfal, Burm. , ffakor. Ass.; Nigchampa, MaHR. 

A middle-sized tree, met with in the mountains of Eastern 
Bengal, the Eastern and Western Peninsulas and the Andaman Islands. 
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The dried fragrant flowers constitute the *Ifagetar or Nage-kesar of 
thebazaw. Thq' are mild, stimulant, astrin|fent and stomachic, useful in 
thirst,‘stomach irritation ai^ excessive perspiration. A paste mtade of the 
flowers with butter and sugar is used to st^ bleeding from piles. The 
bark is a mild astringent and arosiatic.< Dr. Oymock says that the I^ag- 
kesar of Bombay is the flowers of Ocbnocaipu longifollna (which see.) 


An atfer is prd^ared from the flowers. The kernels yield by expres¬ 
sion a fixed oil known as Nahur oil, useful in the treatment of xich (fiat 
Kant Loll Di, Bahadur). 

Methonica superbai Hern, See Glodosa •npetfw, Linn., Liliace*. 

METROXYLON. 

Metrca^ylon Sagu, Rouib., Palm*. 

The Sago Tree. 

Venu— Sago, sdbuddnah, HiND., BoM. 

Native of Moluccas, Sumatra, and Borneo. The granulated sago is 
prepared from the pith of this palm and imported into India. 

Used as diet for invalids. 

Mezereum or Mezereon. Daphne Mezereum, Linn., Thtme- 

UEACE*. 

768 Mica or Talc. 


MICHELIA, 

769 ,.|MicheIla Champaca, Linn., Magnouace*. 

Hind.; Tiisappa, A.s^j Champa, champaia, Benc.; 
Shtmbu, shampan^, sempangam, Tam. ; Sampangi, champakamu. 
Imrulawmu, champiyamu, Tel. ; St^u, Cinch. ; Tsaga, BurmT; Pha- 
lachapa, liOM. * 

A large, handsome tree, with yellow, sweetly-scented flowers, cultivated 
throughout India, wild in Bengal, Nepal and Assam. 

The bitter, aromatic bark of this plant has been used in the treatment 
of low intermittent fevers with success. 

It is an excellent substitute for guiacum {Rai KaniUllDi, Bahadur). 

MICROMERIA. 

770 Micromeria capltdlata, Benth., LABurk. 

Syn.— Marrubium Malcolmianuii, Dale. 

A small plant inhabiUng the Nilgiris and the Mahableshwar 
mountains. 

DeIuII first bro^ht this plant to notice under the name Ibim. 
^Hakolmiannm, and remarked that it is entitled to be called^ 
Indian Pe^^int. being possessed of the aromatic and carminative 
proMirtiestrf Mentha idpeitaL {Pharm.Ind.) carminative 

Has all the propeties of peppermint. 

■SfrUc. 
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MIMOSA.; 

Mimosa pudicay Linn., Le^uwkosx, 

Thk SiNsmvK Plant. 

Vem. — Lajvinti, Kumaun j Lajui, Benc,; Lijdli, Make. 

Naturalised over the neater part of tropical aitd sub-tvpical India, 
where it grows to a small snrub, and is eradicated with trouble. 

The plant is used as a cold medicine. The leaves are presaribed in 
piles and fistula. 

M, rubicaulis, Lam. 

• VenL — Ril, riauh, didriir, arliS^alia, Uikri,'P b.; Hajeru, iim; Agio- 
agl, ktngii, kacheyta' Hind. ; Aradi, Nbfal. ; Sibrii, Lepcha j ChitatH, 
BhIL. 

A large, straggling, prickly shrub, found throughout the greater 
part of India, ascending to 4,000 feet iii Kumaun and Sikkim. 

In Chamba, the bruised leaves are applied to burns, and the fruit is 
also officinal. 


7? 


7 ? 


MIMUSOPS. 

Mimusops Elengi, Linn., Safotace£. 

VVCXL—Bahul, Beng. ; Mdlsari, Hltto.; Ckilsari, bkilsari, J3 bc. } Moga- 
damflKVt.i Pogadeimanu,1'E,\..i Elangi, Mal. ; Bakuli, ovaii,Bou.} 
Kkaya, Burn. 

A large, evergreen tree, much cultivated; said to be wild in the West¬ 
ern Ghats, Burma, Ceylon and the Andaman Islands. 

The bark of this plant is an astringent tonic. Decoction of the bark 
forms a good gargle to promote salivation, and is also used as an astrin¬ 
gent. Water distilled from the flowers is used as a stimulant medicine, 
and also as a perfume. ( Pharm. of India. ) The unripe fruit is astrin¬ 
gent, and when chewed aflords firmness to the teeth. The dried and pow¬ 
dered flowers is snuffed by persons labouring under the disease known 
in Bengal as Ahwa, which is generally accompanied by head-ache, 
strong fever and pain in the ne». It relieves the pain in the head by 
inducing copious discharges from the nose. {Dymo^.) 


The bruised seeds are applied locally within the anus in cases of con¬ 
stipation of children. {Rai Kant Loll Di, Bahadur.) 

M. hexandra, Roxi. 

Venu— Rijidani, Sans.; Kskiri, Hind.; Kktrkktjur, Bbno.; Rtfjan, 
ktmi, Bom. ; Palla, Tam, 

Found in the Deccan Peninsula, and Ceylon, extending north to 
Guzerat, Banda, and the Circars. Cultivated in North-West India, 

The bark is used medicinally. It has been mentioned by Dyihock 
as a medicinal plant possessing astringent properties. 

-M. KauU, Linn. 

• Vera.—ft. Adorno, Goa. 

A tree occasionally planted as far west as Hoshiirpore, MiSltan, 
Lahore, and Eminabao, near Gujranwila. « 
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Economic Products, of fndia. 


The seeds made into powder are used in opfithalmia, and the nxA is 
officinal at Lahore. 

Is refrigerant and tonic; used in brqjnchitis. The fruit is very sweet 
. and pleasant. The milk of the tr%e is used in inflammation of ear and 
conjunctivitis, &c. {Dr, Emerson.) 

t 

' ' MIRABILIS. 

776 Mirabllis Jalapa, Linn., NycTAGiirat*. 

Marvel of Peru. 

\tSts.,~GuUMis, Pers. ; Gulahhis, Hind. : Pb. ; Guli.iask, Dec. ; 
Vatiardshu, Tau. j BhadrSkski, Tv..i Anti^mantiram, Mal. ; Chandra- 
mallige, Kan. ; Gula-6ds, Beng. ; MituiUn, Burm. 

Cultivated or run wild over the greater part of India. 

The root is a safe purgative, and the leaves are used as a poultice 
to promote suppuration in cases of abscess and boils. 




MOLLUGO. 

^ollugo hirta, Thumb ., Ficoides. 

Sya.— Glinus lotoides, Linn.; Pharnaceum fbntaconum, Boxi. 
Vem.— The plant Kottruk, Sind. ; Poprang, gandie bootee, Pb. 

Found in Sind and the Punjab and the Deccan. 

The dried plant is prescnbed by native practitioners in Sind for 
diarrhoea. 

The Mollugos are bitter, and expel bile. {Dr, Dymock.) 



MOMORDICA. 

c 

Momordlca Charantia, Linn., Cucurbit aces. 

Syn.—M. Muricata, DC. 

Vera.— Karela, Hind. ; Karala, Beno. ; Qisdul-barri, Arab, j Simd-kang, 
Pers.; K-ira^ella, Sans.; Kdrala, BOM,; Pava-kai, idoakkd-chedi 
Tam. ; Kdkarachettu, Tel. 

Cultivated throughout India. There are two distinct varieties known 
in Bengali as Karala and Uchhya. 

The plant is used internally as a laxative, and as an ointment for 
sores. _ The fruit and leaves are anthelmintic : useful in piles, leprosy, 
jaundice and as a vermifuge. The root is considered astringent and 
useful in haemorrhoids. The fruit is also tonic, stomachic, and used in 
rheumatism, gout, diseases of the spleen and liver. The juice of the 
fr«h leaves acts as a mild purgative and is prescribed for children. The 
Uchhya {? M. muricata) in infusion is said to act as a febrifuge. This 
is the Sushavi of the Sanskrits. 


^ M. dioica, Eexi . 

* karela, kirara, Pb. ; KurtM, Bom. ; PaUpagheLkalung. 

^ MS, i Agokara or Angakara,Ttl. ^ 

Found throughout India, from the Himalaya to Ceylon and Singa-' 
pore, ascending to 5,000 feet altitude on the hills. Very common in the 
neigm>ourhood of Bombay. 

1. Pl^.nuxed with cocoanut, pepp», and red sandal, applied in 
foriu of iinimen^ relieves headache. iTie mucila^nous-tastea root is 

184 
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used by the Hindus to*stop bleeding /rom piles, and also in bowel co(n< 
plaints. {Aintlie.) ^ 

Momordka cochinchinensis, Sprene.' 

Syn.— M, Mixta (R»xb., n. Indr Hi, 709J; M. OIOICA, Wali. 

Vtsn.—Kakrol, gul-kaira, Beno. 

Common in Bengal, Tenasserim, the Deccan, and distributed to 
Formosa and the Philippines. • , 

Fruit about 4 inches in diameter, ovate, panted, bright red, covered 
with conical pointed tubercles. O’Shaughnessy says that Ainalie has 
erroneously called this the makaU thereby causing confusion with colo> 
cynth, anci that the kakrol is an edible but medicinally inert fruit. 
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M. ecbinata, Muhl. See Luffa acutangnla, Roxh. » 

M. muricata, RC. See MomonUca Chanutia* Ltnn. 

Moneda barlerioides, L’Herit. Set Azima tetracantha, Lam., Sai/> 

VADORACM. 


Monks hood. See Aconltun. 


MORINA. 

Morina persica, Linn,, Dipsaces. 781 

Syn.— M. Wallichiana, Royle, * 

Vetn.— Bekh ahmar, Hind. 

•This plant is met with on western Himalaya, altitude 7,000 to 9,000 
feet, from Kashmir to Kumaun. 

Mr. Baden-Powell mentions this plant among his drugs, but says 
nothing about its medicinal properties. Dr, Dymock writes me that he 
has a suspicion this may prove Red Behen. 


MORINDA. 

Morinda citrifolia, Roxb., Rubiacea. 

The Indian Mulberry Tree. 

Vem. — Al, Hind.; Ach, aich, achhu, Bbng. ; Al, baraiondi. Bom.; 
Noona-maram, Tam.; Jlfunja,pavatiary, Tam.; Yai-yte, Bv^m. 

A small tree or bush supposed to be wild in Malacca, but largely 
cultivated throughout India as a dye material. 

” In Bombay the leaves are usm as a healing application to wounds 
and ulcers, and are administered internally as a tonic and febrifuge.” 
(Dymock.) The root is used as a cathartic. 


782 


MORINGA. 

Moring^ pteiyg^ospenna, Garin., Moringee, 783 

Horse-radish Tree. 

Syn. —Hypeeanthera Morinoa, VaU. 

Vem. — Sifma, saujna, BBno, ; Seanjna, tanjna. Hind. ; Mtmgi-ki-ihir, 

Dec.: Murungai, mornnga, Tam.; ifnnaga, Tkl.; Mtirinna, Mai.; 
Nvgge-gidi, Kan.; Sajna, Bbno.; SkovanJunOfSAtts,; DindalonMn, 

• daintka, Burh, ; Segava, segata. Bom. 

A small, handsome tree, much distorted in the plains through the 
habit of coppicing to produce young twigs which are eaten. 

rSS ^ 
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The root is described as ^d, ptinfentf stimulant, and diuretic, 
amd a rubefacient when externally applied. The seeds are given in 
enlacMments liver and* spleen. A decoction of root-bark is useful 
in in^mmation, abscess and calculus affections. The gum, which, 
the tree yields, mixed with sesamum oil, forms a remrav for ear¬ 
ache. The flowers are hot and dry and "can expel cold humours, 
disperse sweyings, act as a tonic and diuretic, and increase the flow 
of the bile. Tn| juice of the root with milk is diuretic, antilithic and 
digestive,* and is us^ul in asthma. A poultice made with the root 
reduces swellings, but is very irritating and painful to the skin.” The 
pods*have anthelmintic properties. The oil expressed from the seeds 
form an external application for rheumatism. "The gum is said to be 
used to procure abortion.” (Dymock.) 

MoiphiS. See Papaver. * . 

Morrhua or Cod Liver Oil. See Cadua Morrhua, Z/'nn. 4 
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MORUS. 

Moms indica, Linn,, URTicAcsiE. 

Vem.—T'ia, Abab,s Peks.; TH, Pb.j Tu-M, skaiit Hind.; ShahUi, 
Kumaun; Tit, Beno.; Chhota kimbu, Nepal ; Meirap, Lepcha ; Nuni, 
Ass.; Mishu kattai-chedi, Tam.; Kambali-chettu, Tel.; Shalmali, 
Sans. ; Paso, Buru. ; Tita, shaktHa, Sind. 

A moderate-sized, deciduous tree of the Sub-Himalayan tract, ascend¬ 
ing to 5,000 feet; Sikkim valley, up to 4,000 feet; cultivated throughout 
North India. 

“The root is considered a good anthelmintic and astringent. The 
fruit has an agreeable, aromatic, and acid flavour, is cooling and laxa¬ 
tive, allays thirst, and is grateful in fevers.” {Murray 

.M. nigra, Linn. . 

Vem.— Tiif, skahiit. Hind. 

Cultivated throughout the temperate zone. 

The juice of the plant is a remedy for sore-throat. It consists of 
sugar and tartaric acid, and is a good refrigerant in fever. The 
fruit is prescribed by the hakims in sore-throat, dyspepsia and melan¬ 
cholia. The bark is a purgative and vermifuge. {Baden-Ptmell.) 


MOSCHUS. 

786 Moschus moschifems, Linn., Ruminantia. 
Thb Musk. 


Veni. — Mriganivi, 
Mutkha, Sans. 


kasiuri. Sans., Benq ; Mishk or Mushk, Arab. 


"Musk is the inspissated and dried secretion from the preputial folli¬ 
cles” (Jioyle). It occurs in irregular, reddish-black grains, having a 
strong difiusible odour and a bitter, aromatic taste. It is exported to 
England. 

This substance possess^ stimulant and anti-spasmodic properties; it is - 
used “as a stimulant in typhus and trahoid fevers, and in the ^vanced 
stages of other febrile diseases, in astnenic pneumoniil, retro^ent gout, 
hypochoiuhiasis, and other affections of an asthenic type. Amongrt the 
q>asmo<^ and novous affections in which it has been found serviceable 
^ ^asmodic as^ma, laryngismus stridulus, the. chronic stage of hoop- 
1S6 
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ing cough, infantile cdhvulsions, milmsy, chorea, and various forms (£ 
hysteria, especially sleeplessness. \Pnarm. of India.) It is also re¬ 
garded as an aphi^isiac. * • 

MUOJNA. 

MucuQa pruriens, DC., LEotnmosx. , 

The Cowhage Plant. , 

Vem. — Alkiisa, Beno. ; Kraach, goncha. Hind, ; Konaieh, fisvAt; Kick- 
kuri, Dec. ; PinaihUli, Tam. ; Pilli-adugu, Tel, j N ifi^-harana, 
Mal. ; Nasaptm-gidi, Kan. ; Kavach, Mae, ; Kivinck, Guz.; Kknele, 
Burn. ; Kvhila, Boh. 

An annual climber in the forests, from its golden brown, velvety pod, 
covered with irritating hairs. , , 

In Hindu medical woiks, the seeds of this plant are described as a 

S owerful aphrodisiac. The root is tonic and useful in nervine diseases. 

Jnslie says, that a strong infusion of the root, mixed whh hon^, is 
prescribed by the Tamil doctors in cholera. The hairs of the pod are 
known as a vermifuge in the West Indies. The Pharm. of India recom¬ 
mends that cow-hage should be administered as an electuary with 
treacle or honey. The pods dipped in the vehicle should be then 
scraped until the mass obtains the consistency of an electuary. A table¬ 
spoonful for an adult or a tea-spoonful for a child followed by a purga¬ 
tive expels the worms. 

Mudar. Su calotroidt glgantea, RJBr., and Proceim, R.Br., Ascle- 

PIADEiK. 

Mulberry. Su Moms Indies and nigra, Urticacex, 

Murdannia sicapiilora, Royh. .Sr; AaeileaatubieroM, Ham., Cou- 

M£LINAC££. 

• MURRAYA. 

Murraya Konigfii, Spr., Rutaceje. 

Syn.—U erqeka Konigii, Linn. 

Vem.— Gandla, gandi, bowala, Pb, i Harri, iainim, ; Barsinga, 

Beng.; Surabhi-nimbu, Saks. •, Mahr.; Kori-pak, ka^i- 

pak, Dec. ; KaruyipUlai, haruoembu, Tam. ; KarL^oepa-cluttu, Tel. ; 
Pidosin, pindo..sin, Burm. 

A small tree of the outer Himalaya from the Ravi to Assam, Bengal, 
South India, and Burma. 

The bark, root, and leaves of this tree are used in native medicine 
as tonic and stomachic. The bark and the root have also stimulant pro¬ 
perties, and are applied to poisonous bites. The leaves are useful in 
dysentery, and in the treatment of eruptions. An infusion 61 the toasted 
leaves is reputed valuable to check vomiting., The root is slightly 
purgative. 

MUSA. 

Musa paradisiaca, Linn., Scitauinea. 

The Plantain. 

Beno.] Kili, Hind.j Tulktula mono, Arab., Pers.j' 
Kadali^SAKS. ; Va^dimppaoham, Tam. j Mono, Dec. ; Anati.pandt^ amJ 
. tipandu, hadtUi, Tel.; Vaohap-pf^han, Mal.j KtUt, Guz.; Ktkdl, 

CiNOH. j Napiyi-tt, Burm. j Kela, Bom. 
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Extensively cultivated throughout India. 
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The unripe fruit, called nwch^, is coolingr anti astringent, and is very 
useful in diabetes. The 1 ^ of the plant is used for dressing blistered 
surfacfe A piece of fresh plantain leaf forms a cool and pleasant shade 
lot the eyes in ophthalmia, and ^ the natives is largely used in place of 
India-rubber cloth upon the outside of‘dressings for ulcers and other 
sores. 

The npwdered and dried leaf is used to stop bleeding in the nose. 
The root w said to be anthelmintic, and the sap of the fresh stem is given 
to alley thirst in cholera. (Dr. Emerson.) 

Musa sapientum, 

Banana. 

% • c 

The same vernacular names apply here as to the preceding species. 

The medicinal properties are in every way similar to those of the 
preceding plant. 

Musk, See Moschua Moicbiferas, Linn., Ruxinantia. 


MUSS.^NDA. 

Mussaenda frondosa, Linn., Rubiacea. 

Vera.—N epal j Tumberh, Lepcha'; Maasenda, Cingh. j Bhita- 
kesa, lindackdta. Bom. 

A handsome shrub of the North-East Himalaya, Bengal, South India 
and Burma, with yellow flowers and large white calycine leaf, often 
cultivated in gardens. 

Said to be used medicinally. 

Mustard. .S'» Bnuulca alb* and nlgn, CRUCiFERiS. 


MYLABRIS. 

Mylabris cichorii, Fair., Colkoptera. 

This and the following other species have been highly extolled as sub¬ 
stitutes for cantharides : M. indlca, Fussl., M. melanura, M. humeralfs, 
M. proxima, M. orlentalis, Lytta assamenaie, and EjMcanta nepalensia. 

M. dchoiil exists plentifully in most parts of India. It was first 
brought to notice in i8m, and hM since been much extolled by Drs, Burt, 
Hunter, Fleming and Bidie. (Pharm. of India.) 

MYRICA. 

Myrlca sapida. Wall., Myricacba. 

Vera.— Asirl, audul, quandU, Aeab. ; Darskiskadn, Pees. ; Kapkal, 
haiphal, N.-W. P.j Kobusi, Nepal. ; Dinesola, Khasia Hills.; Mctru- 
dampattaijTKH.i Kaidaryamu, Tel.; Marutamioli, Mal.; Kdiphal, 
Beng. ; ItdyapMalth MAK .; Kiyaphcda, Bom. 

A moderate-sized tree on the outer Himalayas, ascending to 6,000 
fcet^ altitude, and extending to the Khisia hills and Burma. 

The bark erf this tree forms its most valuable product. It is consi¬ 
dered, heating, stimulant, and useful in diseases caused by the derange-r 
went trf phl^fm, such as_ catarrhal fever, cough and affections of the 
thppat, (U. C. DuH.) It is also used as a rubewient and sternutatory. 


Medicines. 


In cholera cases, the body of the patient is rubbed with the powder made 
of the bark and ginger to bring about reaction. Or. Emeraop informs 
me that it is also used as an astringent gargle. Dr. Dymockaou that it 
is very similar in its action to JCino^ 
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MYRICARIA. 

• • 

Myricaria elegsms, XqyU., TAUAKisaNssc. 

Vvni.—Uimbi r, imbi, Pb. * 

A small bush of the inner Western Himalaya and Tibet. 

Aitchison says that the leaves form an application to bruises, &c. 

• • • • 

Myriogyne minuta, Less. See Centipeda orUcnlaiii, Lour., Cou- 
Fosim. 




MYRISTICA. 

Myristica malabarica, Lamk., Myristicxjb. 

Malabar Nutmeg. 

Venn.— Kanagi,‘KAH, j Pindi-iai (seeds) ; Rdnajayaphala, Bom. 

A small, evergreen tree, found in South Kanara and Malabar. 
Gamble says that the seeds yield an oil used for burning purposes, 
and also medicinally as an ointment for sores. 
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The arillus {Rampatri of the bazars) has lately been exported to 
Europe as Bombay mace {Dr. Dymock.) 

M. mcMschata, wnid. * 

Nutmeg; Mace. 

Syn, — M. OFFICINALIS, Linn. 

Vtsn.—Jaiphal, jati, jauntri, Hind., Beng.; Jouthuud, JoututHh, 
Arab.: Jouahdyah, Pkrs.; Japhal, Dec.; ^ddiikdy, Tam.; Vdii- 
Uya, Tel. ; Jaiikka, Mal. ; Jdjikdyi, Kan. ; Joji, SanS. ; Jdy^kal, 
Guz.; Zddipku, BuRM. ’ j j r y 

A tree cultivated in many parts of India, Ceylon, and the Malay 
Archipelago. 

The kernel of the fruit and the expressed oil is officinal, and possesses 
stimulant and carminative pri^erties. It acts as a narcotic in large doses. 
It is chiefly Useful in atonic diarrhcea, flatulence, colic and certain kinds 
of dyspepsia. An infusion of nutmegs is known^ be of great service 
in quenching the thirst of cholera patients. Nutmegs are frequently 
chewed to improve foul breath, and made into a paste they are sometimes 
used in neuralgia, lumbago, &c. 

Myrobalam, Emblic See Phyllanthna Efflblica, Linn., Euphoxbucex. 

Myrob&I&ms. See the epedes of TersdnaUa. 

• 

Mmbalanus Chebula. Gar/n. See Teradnalia CaiAnla, Jti/z., 
Combretaceec, ^ 

1 '^ 
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c lifYROXTLON. 

9 ^ Myrozylon Perelrae, Kiotmh.p LEouviKoSiE. 

Salsav of Pesu. 

A middle-sized tree, a native of Central America. 

Theolto-resin.Vhich exudes from the trunk of the tree, after removal of 
the bark, is a mild stimulant and expectorant, applicable to similar pur- 
pose/as the Balsam of Tolu. It is occasionally employed in the form 
of ointment as a stimulating application to old sores. {Pharmacogra- 
phta,) 

798 M. Tolfflfera, B.B.K. ' 

Balsam ok Tolu. 

Ah elegant and lofty everm-een tree, often as much as 4.0 to 60 feet 
from the ground to the first branch. It is a native of Venezuela and 
New Granada. 

The Indian Pharmacopoeia describes the balsam as a mild stimulant 
and expectorant, while the author of Pharmacographia says that it 
has no important medicinal properties. It is chiefly used as an ingre¬ 
dient in a pleasant, tasting syrup and in lozenges. 

Myrrfa, See Balmncdendron Blyiriia, Nees., Bursekacem. 


MYRSINE. 

799 Myrsine afirkana, Linn., Mtrsikex. 

"VtltL—Bebrang, kaikum, kokhiri, gugul, banddru, atuljan, Pb.; Gunaini, 
pahari cha, ckipra, N. W. P, ^ 

A small, evergreen shrub of Afghanistan, Kashmir, Salt Range, as 
far as Nepal, altitude 1,000 to 8,500 feet. 

Fruit used as an anthelmintic (especially for tape-worm), sold under 
the name of Bebrang, and often useo as a substitute for that of Samara 
Ribes. {Gamble.) ft is also laxative in dropsy and colic. The gum of 
this plant is a warm remedy for dysmenorrhoea. Continued use is 
said to produce a high-coloured state of urine. 


MYRTUS. 

800 jJliSyrtus communlS} Linn., My&tacxs. 

• The Common Myrtle. 

Veto.— As, abiree, Akab. ; Bttrgla-moorai, Psas. \ V%liyati mehndi, mi- 
rad, Hind.; Habb-al-is, Pb. ; Abkoolas, Sind, 

This plant is extensively grown in India; it extends from the Medi¬ 
terranean region as far as A&hanistan and Biluchistan. 

The leaves are officinal and useful in cerebral afiectionsand flatulence. 
The fhilt is carminative and emetic, and given in dysentery, diarrhoea, 
internal ulcers, and rheumatism. 


A gargle ai the leaves is used in aphthae; a paste ctf the seeds is applied 
local^ ’to scorpion bites. The seeds ground down and mixed with anti- 
n^y, OK ttsedto colour the eyelids with the view of improving personal 
ap^pear^nce. This ts ^^'afly the,case in Upper India. {Dr, Emerton.) 
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NARCISSUS. 

Narcissus Taaetta, Linn., Lcliacsx. 

'Veia.—NorgU, irisa, Pb. 

Indigenous in South Europe, Noi^h Africa, and Aita. Minor. The 
root of this plant are ofiScinal and are obtained froilt Kashiair. 

The root possesses emetic pitmerties. It it also absorbent. As a 
perfume it is used to relieve headache. • 

NARDOSTACHYS. 

Nardo^tachys Jatamansi, UC., Vale&iakes. 

Spike N AES. 

■ Syn,— Patrinia Jatamansi, D.C.} Valeriana Jatamansi, Don, 

, Vem.— SunbulutHbe-hindi, Arab., Pbrs. ; Jatamasifhib-chhar, Hind.: 

7hatd-mdnti, Dec.: Jatamdshi, Tam.; Jatamdmshi, Tkl.j ^etd-rndncht, 
Mal.; yatdmd^. Sans,, Beno.; Bdlacharea, sumbul, BoM.; yarumdrai, 
CiNGH. ^ with Valeriana cats are fond of the smell of this root, hence 
it is sometimes called Billi-lotan, Dec. 

A plant of the Alpine Himalaya, altitude ii,ooo to 15,000 feet j from 
Kumaun to Sikkim, ascending to 17,000 feet in Sikkim. 

The roots of this plant are aromatic and bitter in taste. Th^ are 
supposed to possess tonic, stimulant and antispasmodic prcmertie^ and 
are often employed in the treatment of epilepsy, hysteria, and convulsive 
affections; they are also considered to be deobstruent, diuretic and 
emmenagogue, and recommended in various diseasesof the digestive and 
respiratory organs. Jatamansi is said to be useful in jaundice, affections 
of the throat, and as an antidote for poisons. It is popularly believed 
to have the power of promoting the growth and blackness of hair. It has 
been noticed by Ainslie tltot in Lower India, the people prepare a fragrant 
and (jpoling liniment from this drug, to be applied to the head suia used 
internally as a blood-purifier. 

Narthez asafoetida. See FemU Narthex. 

NAUCLEA. 

Nauclea Cadamba, Roxh. See Anthocephalna Cadamba, Mig., Rv- 

BIACEX. 

N, ovalifolia, Roxb. 

The Flora (^British India mentions it as a doubtful species, met with 
in the “forests of Silhet called shil by the natives,*-possibly AdhuaoR^ 
Ufolia. Don refers it to Uncaila elliptica, which is not a Khfiaan plant." 

The bark is said to possess bitterness equal to that of cinchona and is 
used by the border tribes in the treatment ci endemic fevers and bowel 
complaints. {Pharm. Indi) 

NECTANDRA. 

Nectandra Rodlei, Sckom., Laukines. 

* Gkeenhsart Tkse. 

A native of Bridsh Guiana. 

The bark i$ offidnal, being an astringent tonic. • 
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l<fELUMBlUM. 

^elofflbium spedosum, wnidi N«fhjcacex. 

Pythagorian Bsan; Lotus. 

^WO.—K<anmal, JutmaL Hind. ; NUufer, Arab., Pbss. ; Kainala, Sanb. : 

AuiitmA • Bbno. { Pamtosh, Pb. ) Kamala, BOM.; NUaphar, SlNO.; 

Amial, Tax. 

Pound throughout India, extending as far to the north-west as 
Kashmir. 

The filaments, known under the name of kinjalka, are a^ringent 
and cooling, and prescribed in the burning of the body^ bleed¬ 
ing frflhi piles and menorrhagia*. The smds are considered ntedicinal, 
and used to check vomiting. They are also given to children as diuretic 
and refrigerent. The large leaves form cool bedsheets, useful in fever 
accompanied by much heat and burning of the skin. It is said that the 
milky viscid juice of the leaf and flower-stalks is a remedy in diarrhoea, 
and that the petals are slightly astringent. 


A sherbet of this plant is used as refrigerant in small-pox, and is said 
to stop eruption ; used also in all eruptive fevers. The root is used as a 
paste in ringworm and other cutaneous affections. (Dr. Emerson.) 
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NEPETA. 

Nepeta dliaris, Bentk., Labiat^e. 

Vem.— Zifaydbis, pB. ; Joofa, StNO. 

Occurs in the Punjab Himalaya at from 4,000 to 8,000 feet. 

It is given in sherbet for fever and cougfi. 

N. elliptica, JRoj>le. 

Vem .—Taiki malanga, Pb. 

Found in the Salt Range and in the Punjab Himalaya from 3,000 to 
9,000 feet. 

Seeds are said to be medicinal. 

N. ruderalis^/Tami?/. 

Vera .—Silli lotan, badranj boya, bebrang khaidi, Pb. 

The plant grows in the Siw&lik tract and Salt Range to 3,000 feet. 

It is supposed to be cardiac tonic. 

Decoction used as a gargle in sore-throat. Largely used in fevers. 
(Dr. Emerson.) 



NEPHRODIUM. 

r^ephltxUum Fillx-nuo, Rickard, Fiucis. 

Syn.— ^SFiDiUH Filix-hai^ Sxa. 

M*t’with in the Him^ayas. 

dried rhiMme is officinal in the Indian Pharmacopcea, being 
entfaelmintic, ix^ecially adapted for the treatment tapeworm. 
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NERIUM. * 

Nmum odorum, Soland., Acoctnackx. 

SWSKT-SCKNTXD OlKAMOKR. 

Vera. — DijU, Arab. ; Khar-Mokrah, Pers. ; Kanir, iartA, harbtr. Hind. 
Kanira,Utner,eartkira,'Pz.i Kamir, Kumaun; Alari, TKJf.i Ganniru, 
Tel. ; Alari, Mal. j Kanagalt, Kan. j Karavira, Sans. j Karabi, Bbno. ^ 
Kanhera, Bom. ^ 

A large shrub of Central India, Sind, Afghanistan, and the outer 
Himalaya, to 5,500 feet. Often cultivated. There are two varieties, one 
with white flowers and the other with red. 

“•All parts of the plant, especially the root, are recognised by the 
natives as poisonous, and aj such are used for criminal and suicidal pur¬ 
poses. In over-doses it is productive of serious and even fatal effects.” 
It is sometimes used to procure abortion. In skin diseases, such as 
lei>rosy and inflammatory affections, the root and bark are highly bene¬ 
ficial. In the form of a paste it is recommended to be applied to ulcers 
on the penis. The juice of the tender leaves forms a remedy for 
ophthalmia. The decoction of the leaves is said to reduce swellings, 
and the paste made from the bark is a medicine for itch and ringworm. 
According to Mahomedan physicians the root is a powerful resolvent 
and attenuant. 

Nicandra indica, Jiam. &>* See Phyudia mlninm, Ltnn,, nr. 
iadica, Solanacex. 


NICOTIANA. 

* 

Nicotiana rustica, Linnf, Solanacex. 

Latakia Tobacco. 

Vera. — Childssi tamaku, iuitar, tamiki, Pb., Hind. 

Cultivated in West Punjab. 

The medicinal properties of this plant are similar to those of the fol¬ 
lowing. 

^I. Tabacum, Linn. 

Tobacco. 

Vera.— Tamaku, Hind. ; Tanbak, Arab.; Tanbaku, Pebs, ; Timik, Bbno.;| 
Timrakita, Sans. ; Tamiki, tamdqi, Dec. ; Pugai-ilai, Tam.; Pogiku, 
dkimrapatramu, Tel. ; Puka-yila, pokala, M^.; HigescMu, Kan, ; 
Tamiku, Guz.; Dungaaha, dimiola, Cingh. ; 57, Burm. ; Tambakhu, 
Bom. 

Cultivated throughout India. 

The dried leaves of this plant are officinal. They are powerfully sedap 
tive and antispasmodic, and in overdoses an acro*narcotic poison; useful 
in “ tetanus, dropsical affections, spasmodic affections of the abdomen, re¬ 
tention of urine, and as a means of 'inducing muscular relaxation, and 
thus aiding in the reduction of strangulated hernia and dislocations. 
As a general rule it is unfitted for internal administration, on account 
‘of the great nervous depression it produces. As a local application, it 
has been used for relieving pain and irritation in rheumatic swellings, 
syphilitic nodes, and skin aiseases. Tobacco-smoking is sotnadmesee- 
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sorted to in asthnu, cougb^ nmms irriution and 

ness.” {Pharm, /«i.) » 


Tobaccosmoking is conddered a gfiod preventative gainst toothache. 
It is cardiac, sedative,-and hence thedwger to people afikted with heart* 
disease smofting tobako. {Dr, Emtrton.) 

r 

, NIGELLA. 

8Z3 Sativa, Linn., var. Indlca, Rakunculacxjc. 

Small Feknel ; Sibthosf. 

^em.— Kalonji, kUajira, Dtfc., Hind. ; Skounu, kmwnt’asmi, Arab. ; 
SWShdinah, Pbrs. j Kontn-thiragiitH, Tam. j NaUcM'ilaliara, Tbl. ; 
pMorjira, Bbno. ; XrukHayiraia, Sans. ; KilajWe, MAR. ; Kalnduru, 
CiNOH. ; Samon-w, Bvax .; Kilenjire, Bok. 

Extensively cultivated for its seed. 

The seeds of this plant, according toAinslie, are carminative, and 
may be used as such in the absence erf other remedies of the same class. 
Tliey are also r^arded as stomachic and digestive, and therefore useful 
in indigestion, loss of appetite, fever, diarrhoea and puerperal diseases. 
TTiey are swposed to be lactagogue and are given to females just after 
ddivery. The hakims describe them as detergent and diuretic, 
emmenagogue to a certain extent, and capable of stimulating^ the action 
of the uterus. They also prescribe the seeds in diseases which originate 
in cold humours, and ascribe to them anthelmintic properties. Nigella 
seeds, in combination with sesamum oil, also form an external application 
for skin eruptions, and if put within the folds of woollen cloths, can 
keep them from being worm-eaten. 

Nig^t^iade, Deadly. See Atropa Belladonna, Linn,, Solanacex. 
Nlma quassioides, Hum . See Picrasma c/iiastlodes, Benn., Simakubes. 
8X4 Nitrate of Pota^. 

Saltpetkx. 

It is refrigerant, diuretic and diaphoretic j irritant if given in the 
solid form or in strong solution, and poisonous in large doses. It is used 
internally in febrile and inflammatory affections, acute and chronic rheu¬ 
matism, hcemorrhage, dropsical affections, dysmenorrheea, gonorrhesa, 
leucorrhoea and certain kinds of dyspepsia. (Pharm, Ind.) 

NOTONIA. 

8x5 Notonia grandiflora, DC., Comfositm. 

Sjn.— Cacalia Kleinia, Herb,, Madr, ; N. coryhbosa, DC. 

Met with on the Nilgiris, also found on high rocky precipices in 
the Deccan. 

” This plant was brought forward in i860, tpr Dr. A. Qlbson, as a 
preventive of hydrophobia. The mode of administration is as follows 
About four ounces of the freshly-gathered stems, infused in a pint of cold 
water for a night, yield in the morning, when subjected to pressure, a 
quantity erf viscid greenish juice, which, being mixed with the water, is 
)^en at a ^au^t. In the evening a further quantity of the juice, 
r'made up into bduses with flour, is taken.” {Pharm. Ind.) 
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Nutmegs, Sh BlrMcauwsdMts, wiild., MnusncM. CABF 

Nuz Vomica. See stiyduiM Vnx-Tomicft.'ZtViM., Loganiacu; 

• . 

NYCTANTHES. 

^ Nyctauthes Arbor-tristis, Unn., Oleacez. . . 8z6 

Vem.—^<w, nAom, harth^hae, taJurma, teoli, niiari. Hind. ; Shin- * 
fkar, harshinm, stpkaliSa, Bbno. i Paiara,\laduri, kuri, Pb.^ ifan- 
ja^a, Tam. ; Tsaj/beeho, Bvrm. j HarHngara, Bom. 

A small tree of Central India, extending to Bengal and Burma; 
cultivated throughout India. 

“The l^ves are useful ii^ fever and rheumatism. The fresh^juice of 
the leaves is given vdth honey in chronic fever. A decoction of the 
leaves, prepared, over a gentle fire, is recommended by several writers as 
a specific for obstinate sciatica.” (O.C.Dutt.) "Six or seven of the 
young leaves fre rubbed up with water and a little fresh ginger, and 
administered in obstinate fevers of the intermittent type. Tne powdered 
seeds are used to cure scurfy affections of the scalp.” \Dymock!) 

It is antibilious and expectcxant, and useful in bilious fevers. (Rat 
Kani Lull Di, Bahadur.) 

NYMPH/EA 

■ N]rmpbsea alba, Linn., Nthfiueaces. 

Syn.—N. BDVLis. DC. 

"Vvax.—Brimposh, uilofir, iamid, Pb. 

Found in Kashmir Lake, altitude 5,300 feet. An infusion of the flower 
and fruit is given in diarrhbu and as a diaphoretic. 

N. Lotus, Linn. 

Syn.—N. EDULis, DC. 

’ Vecn .— NUu - far , Arab., Pers.; ATanvoi, ckhota ianval . Hind. ; Alli - ikul , 

Dec. ; Allt - idmarai , ambal , Tam. j Aui - tamara , Tbl. ; Anpala , Mal. ; 
Nyadale - huvu , Kan. ; Skaluk , nal , Bens. ; Kamala , Sans, j Kaitval , 

Guz.; Kiyayttu , Burn. 

Common throughout the warmer parts of India. 

The flowers are medicinally used as a d^ and cold astringent in 
diarrhoea, cholera, fever, and diseases of the liver. The root is prescribed 
for piles as a demulcent. Seeds form a cooling medicine for cutaneous 
diseases and leprosy, and an antidote for poisons. 

Ochre, Red. 

OCHROCARPUS. 

.^OchxoCAipUS longifolius, Senih. 61* Hook.f, GinriFERJC. 

Syn.—CoLVSACCfoN LONOIFOLIUM, Wightl CALOPItn.LUM LONOIFOLIVH, 

Wall. 

\ m .— Suringi , Mar. j SarO^Na, Tei. j S»r<!ye,MAL., Wandi . taringi , 
poone , Kan. 

A large, deciduous tree of the Western Gh&ts. 

The flowers possess mild, stimulant properties,^ but they are chiefly 
used like, or in pl»:e of, Heau farren, Linn., in dyeing silk. • 
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c OCIMUM. 

^ lOdmum BadUcum, Linn., Labuix. 

Common Sweet Basil. 

SfOi—p. PiLOSUM. 

"VtttU—ShHia^aram, roIAiff, Aeab. j ShMa^aram, niMl^ debiiMhik, 
'pERS.: 'Scatah, Mind., Dec.: Tirumtru, paek^k-aiiihii. •, Rudra- 
jeda, Tel. ; TirutUfru, pach-chi, Mal. ; Kam-Kasturu Kan, ; Bibii- 
c tulshi, Beno. ) yiskva-hdasi. Sans. ; Saita, Guz.; Pitamn, pinjrin. 
Bush. ; Saiajki, Sind, j TuLti, babiri, Ps. 

An erect, herbaceous annual, indigenous in Persia and Sind; grow¬ 
ing througphout India. 

■fne s«ds of this plant are' mucilaginous and cooling, gi\en in in¬ 
fusion in gonorrhoea, diarrhoea and chronic dysentery._ The juice of the 
leaves form an excellent nostrum for the cure of ringworms, and the 
bruised leaves for scorpion stings. The seeds and flowers also possess 
stimulant, diuretic and demulcent properties. Diaphoretic and expec¬ 
torant properties are also ascribed to this plant; a cold infusion of the 
seeds can relieve after-pains of parturition. 


The leaves are useful in the treatment of croup, for which the juice 
warmed with honey is given. {Rat Kant Lull Di, Bahadur.) 

822 0. gratissinium, Linn. 

Vein. — Ram-tulsi, Hind., Dec.j Ram-tulshi, Beno.; Furanjmithk, 
Arab. ; Palanrmuki, Pers. : Slumich-cham-tolaihi, Tah. ; Nintnta- , 
tulasi, Tel. Kdttuduttwoi, Mal. 

Cultivated in India, 

A decoction of the mucilaginous seeds is an esteemed remedy in 
gonorrhoea and in aphtha; of children. Baths and fumigation prepared 
with this plant are used in the treatment of rheumatism and paralysis. 
(Pharm. Ind.) 

823 fOcimutn sanctum, Linn. 

Vem. — Barandd, varandi, iulsi, Hind.; Tulsi, Dec.; Tulashi, Tam.; 
lulasi, krushna-iulasi, gaggera-chettu, Tel.j Tulasi, nallutirtta, 
nalla-tuttura, Mal. ; Tulasht-gidd^KAy.; Tulshi, Beno. ; Tulashi, Sans. ; 
Tulasdcha-jhdda, Mar.; Tutsi, Guz. ; Muduru-tulla, Cingh. ; Lun, 
Burn.; Tulasa, Bom. 

Found throughout India. 

The leaves of this plant, dried and powdered, fcam a snuff known as 
a remedy for the affection of the nasal cavity called Peenash. They are 
also an effectual means of dislodging the maggot. {Dr. J. Newton.) 

ODINA. 

824. , 9(lUna Wodier, JRoxb ., Anacardiacem. 

Venu— Kashmala,Jingttm, kaimil, kimtd, mows^ ginyan. Hind.; Viyal, 
btdtar, gkadi, Beno. ; Odiya-maram wodier, Tam. ; Odai-mdnu, TEL.; 
Nabkay, Burm.; Simati, moya, Sind., Bom: 

A small tree on the Himalayas, ascending to 4,000 feet in altitude; 
common in the forests of India and Burma. 

The bark i8.astringent, and is used in the form of decoction as a Iption 
in eruptions and old ulcers. The decoction also forms an excellent 
.gltrgle. The powder of the bark, in combination with nt'm oil, is con- 
as a valuable application for ulcers. 
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OLDENLANDIA. 
Oldenlandia cor3rnibosa, Lign., Rubmcks. 

Syn.—O. BIFLORA, Lam. ; and of Ro:^. of Kurt, : non Linn. 
SA, Roxb. . 


0. RAMO- 


k.m 


s»s 


Vettu—’DaiMm^afar, Hind. ; Kht^apra, Brno. ; P^alo, iaturi, Goa. 

Found throughout India ascending the hills to altitude 5,000 feet. 
There cannot be a doubt but that all the allied species to this plaat are 
used indiscriminately with this particular species.^ Indeed, it seems 
doubtful if any botanical purpose is served by separating plants so nearly 
allied to each other as some of the so-called species in this troublesome 
genu*. • ■ • 

The plant is considered* an important medicine in the treatment of 
fevers which have their origin in the derangement of air and bile. The 
whole of the plant is used medicinally in the form of decoction. It acts 
as an alterative when given in low forms of fever. “ The entire plant 
is prescribed in decoction and is combined with aromatics. When in 
Goa I found it in all the drug-shops, and was told that it is much used 
in that part of the country combined with Adiantua luoulatna and 
Hydroco^le aslatlca as an alterative in low forms of fever. I have 
never seen it in the Bombay shops, nor have I heard of its being used.” 
{Dymock.) 

Oldenlandia umbellata, Zinn. 

Syn.— Hbdyotis umbellata, £a<k. 

t^iB. Nanes.— Chavroot, sometimes called Indian Maddbr. 

"VtttU—CkirvaL chirval-ki-Xakri, Hind., Dec.; Bbng. j Cherivello, 

chiru-virut Tel. ; Sayamer, itnbirai, Tam. 

A common plant, from Orissa southward to Ceylon and Burma, found 
on sandy soils. 

” The small, narrow, pale green leaves of this low-CTOwihg plant the 
native doctors consider as expectorant, and prescribe them accordingly} 
of the virtues of the root in poisonous bites, colds and cutaneous dis¬ 
orders, as mentioned in Millers Dictionary,nat\Ang\i known.” When 
dried and powdered the leaves are sometimes mixed with flour and 
made into cakes, which are eaten by such as suffer froitr consump¬ 
tive and asthmatic affections. The dose of the decoction of the leaves 
is about an ounce twice daily. {Ainslit.) 
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OLEA. 

Olea cuspidata, Wall ., Oleacba. 

Syn.—O. ^RRUOINEA, R<^1». ^ 

Veni,— Khesan, skwan, Trans-Indus; Zcaiin, Afo.; Ko, hoku, hio, ban, 
Pb. ; Kan, Hind. ; Khan, Sind. 

A moderate-sized, deciduous tree of Sind, Sulaiman and Salt Ranges, 
North-West Himalaya, extending as far as the Jumna eastward, and 
ascending to 6,000 feet. 

An oU is extracted from the fruit which is used medicinally., Leaves 
and bark are bitter and astringent; used as an antiperiodic in fever 
and debility. 

O.'europaea, Linn. 

Thb Otivi. 

It has been introduced on the Himalaya and Nilgiris. 
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mHaiSUi. 

The oil expressed from the tniH, of a ^e-yelkiw colour, is used 
medianally sis a mild laXativei *pr!ndpal!y used as an emollient 
ingredient in enemas, in bowd auctions, and also as a m^c^nicd 
antidote in cases of poisoning, envd<^ing the poisonous particles, and 
protecting the surface of the stomach from their action. . . . Applied 

also to rdie\% pruritus in skin disease^ and to protect the surface from 
the actiqp theairin bums and scdds. Inunction with it has been 
thought to be a preventive of the plague.” 

Olea lerroginea, Poyle. Sm Olea cnqddata, Wall., Olsacu. 

829 O. glandtiUfera, Wall. 

* ' Vent.— GMUi, raban, sira; fhalsk, Ps. 5 Gair, galdu, garir, Ku iMUa. 

A moderate-sized tree of the outer flimalaya, from the Indus to 
Nepal, between 3,500 and 6,000 feet. It is also found on the Nilgiris 
ana Anamallay hills in South India. 

The bark and the leaves of the plant are astringent, and used as an 
antiperiodic in fevers. 

Oleander. Set Nobm odomm, Soland., Apoctkaciui, 

Olibaniim, See BotwdHa. 


ONOSMA. 

Onosma bracteatum, Wall., BoRAGiNsa. 

Syn.—O. MACR 0 CKFKA 1 .A, Don. 

' Vtsa.-—Gao-»abin (Ox’s tongue) Hind., Bom., Ben., and Tam. j the flow¬ 
ers are known as Cvl-i-gao-tabin, Laloiri, Kashmir {set Don’s Sys¬ 
tem, Gen., IV, d/d.) 

Royie’says this is the Indian represertative of the Buglossum or 
Fooekulus of the Greeks. 

Under the name of Gao-eaHn are sold in our bazars fragmentary 
leaves covered with curious tuberculated glands, each terminated by a 
hair. The flowers gisln-gao-eabin are purple trumpet-shaped, and fully 
an inch or inch and a half in length. This answers briefly to the speci¬ 
mens shown to me by a hakim in Benares the other day, and it corre. 
sponds closely with Or. Dymock’a description of the Bombay Gao-eaidn. 
I have, however, not seen the perfect plant, and have a lingering suspi¬ 
cion that the flowers and fragments of leaves shewn to me do not belong 
to the same plant. O. bracuafWM js .described by the Flora of Sritisk 
/adia as having flowers with a corolla tube half inch long slightly dilat¬ 
ed upwards, whereas the flowers described above hada tuhe quite an 
inch long, almost cylindrical throughout, and suddenly expanding into 
the limb, nearly ah inph in diameter. 

Most authors seem, however, to refer the Gao-eabdn to O. bncteatam, 
and it is perhaps advisable to adhere to this opinion for the present. T he 
Flora f British India informs us that this plant is a native of the west¬ 
ern Himalaya from Kashmir to Kumaun. Stewart regards the leaves of 
O. eclrioidwg Lines., as the Gao-eabdn of the Punjab, and in this opinion 
he is apparently followed by Atkinson and by Murray. The flowers of 
O. ecmoidee ar^ however, much smaller than of O. brartfatnni, and they 
are p^e yellow instead ol purple. As these are characters which could 
easily enough be dtfected in the specimens found in Ute hakims' shops, 
would be interesting to knOw if flowers of this description are actually 
cmet with. Information of this nature would, in fact, tend to timow some 
Ii(^t upon the origin of the purple flowers which seem to be those chiefly 
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sdd asguUi-gao-eabdn. Atidnaon gives the additional verflacuMf names 
of maharanga and lal-Jari, the latter being apparently the laUjiti of 
Or. Buchanan. But «r W.'O'Sbaughneaay still further complicates 
this matter. In his Dispensatory, p. 49^, he informs us that Maharanga 
is the name given to O. emodi. Wall., in allusion to "ihe intensity erf 
its colour.” In page 495i he informs us that the Btfgloss of the Grmks 
is Anchnaa itaJka, Rett., and Boyle, in his Illustrations of thlHimalayan 
Botany, p. 305, mentions collecting a sp«imen of this plant at Jhelum 
on the rcM to Kashmir. De Candolle in his Prodromus,X.,p. 49, u^n 
this authority gives Kashmir as a locality where A. ita&a, Rett., is to 
be found- The Flora of British India corrects this bv informing us 
that she plant doubtless exists in gardens in Kashmir, but is«ot wild. 
Speaking of the Bugloss of the Greeks, however, O'Shaughnessygoes on 
to say that " in India the Greek synonyms buglootan and fooghulus 
are assigned to Onoanui bracteattun. Wall. In the Bombay bazars 
the IQelsla is similarly termed Gao-tabdn or Cow’s tongue. 

The confusion, however, is but cm little importance as the article (OoolBaa 
bneteatoja) is destitute of any real n^edicinal value, being simply emol¬ 
lient, mucilagtnous, and perhaps slightly diuretic.” The Pharmacopoeia 
Indica points out that two mistakes have been made with r^ard to 
Webiia, Linn., being regarded as the sou^ of the Gao-tahdn’, ist, 
C. Kleisua, Linn., is notanativeof India, and, and, the ^ecimens bearing 
the name Gao-tabdn, as sent to England, were identified as belonging 
most probably to Echhini, a genus of Borag^em {see Moodeen Shariff 
“ Ecluumf p. 133). There seems no doubt whatever, but that the name 
Gao-tabdn is applied to a species of Borag^ese. Still, however, we have 
this curious fact to urge that while CacaUa Klefoia, Linn., is not a native 
erf India, Cacalia Kldmia, Mad., Herb, (by the Flora of British India 
reduced to Motonia graadifiora, Dalt.) is a common plant in the west 
coast, and some such plant may have been Gao-tabdn of CShaughnessy, 
while Echium to which ^e specimens were referred is not met with 
in India. What seems more puzzling is the fact that Sir W. 
CShaughnessy must have experimented with both plants and had them 
side by side. He pronounced O. bcacteatnia useless, but of the so- 
called cacalia Kleinia (what he appears to have regarded as the true 
of the Indian physicians) he writes that it is "dese^ing ex¬ 
tensive trial.” In his preface he informs us that while it was his duly 
to prepare and arrange all the botanical details, he felt too conscious of 
his own incompetence in this department to warrant his sending a line 
to the press without Dr, Wallich’s supervision." When it is remember¬ 
ed that Dr. Wallich is the original author of the name Onoama bractM- 
tniB, and that he must have concurred with CShaughnesay’a o{rfnion 
regarding this plant, it seems irresistible that whatever the so-called 
rtamtl* may have been, and of which CShaughnessy spoke 

so highly, it was not Oooanut tsmeteatna, Wall. •Dr. Blrdwood ^s 
” all Indian authorities refer Gao-tabdn to the above plant (C. Kleuna, 
W.), but the Gao-tabdn of the bazars is also derived from Ani a ope l j a 
R, Br., Labiatas; Tiichodleama Indkiuai, Br.*’ " Hellotro- 
irfoa opblogloasan. Stocks, and Oaosma bracteafaua. Wall., Botaginese.” 
1 here are doubtless many widely different _ plants sold by the Indian 
druggists under the name of Gao-tabdn, and it therefore, beromes imper¬ 
ative, that the greatest care should be bestowed in discovering' the true 
Gao-tabdn, which has been much extolled. Dr. Dymock in quoting 
.O’Shaughnasay’s description of the merits of Ca c a H a Klefni a under 
Onoaaui b ia c teatn m seems to have come to the conclusion, that 
CShaughneaay had mistaken the one lot the other, and in tlus opii\jpn 
he may be correct. 
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The Makhtun-ul-Admiia says that the Gao-tahdn is a small shrub with 
dark ‘'purple 'flowers, smailtn', out in shape somewhat resembling the 
pom^anate. It is a native of Persia, but was in his time known in 
cultivation at Azimabad. This description would certainly agree with a 
species of the Boraginec. 

This analysis of the present literature, on the subject of Gao-eabdn, 
has been publish^ in the hope of calling out additional material and 
specimenii from the diflerent provinces of India. 

6r. Dymock writes me that Klekda is not found in the 

bazars of Bombay; but what is ParaKa Kleinla T 

831 Oflosma echioides^ Zmff. ^ 

* ’Verou—XaHanjat, Hind. 

A small plant, p-owing on the Himalayas, the root of which consti¬ 
tutes the princip^ part of the medicine known as Rattanjot. Stewart 
states that he has confused this plant with Idacratonla perenidi, Boiss. 
(M. encfarotaa, Royle), and that the bruised root of one or both forms 
the Rattanjot for which as an adulterant the roots of GenuduiH nodosnia 
are sometimes sold, as also those of PotentiUa nepalenala and Jatropha 
Oircaa. 

The bruised root is used as an application to eruptions. The leaves 
possess alterative properties, and the flowers are prescribed as a cordial 
and stimulant in rheumatism and palpitation of the heart. [Stewart.) 

Ophelia angfustifolia, D. Don. See Sweitia angnatifolia, Ham., 

Gxntianackjc. 

O. Chirata, Grisei. See Swertla Cbirata, ffam. 

O. densifolia, Grisei., and O. multiflora, Dah. See Swertla decus- 

aata, Niimno, 

O. elegiaxis, Wight. See Swertla afflals, Cfarke. 

OPHIORRHIZA. 

I^phiorrhiza Mungfos, Rubiacea. 

832 Vent. — Kiri^purandin, Tam.; Sarpishi-ckettu,TzL.-, DaX-iatHya, Cikgh. 

Met with in the Khdsia Mountains and Assam, ascending to 2,000 

feet; also in Burma, Tenasserim, Andaman and Nicobar Islands and the 
mountains of the Western Peninsula and Ceylon. 

The root is intensely bitter and may be used as a tonic. Popularly 
believed to be a remedy against the bites of venomous snakes, mad dogs. 
See. 

Opbioxylon serpentinuni, Linn. See Ranwolfia terpentliui, Benth., 

Apoctnack*. 

Opium. Set Papanr ttaatdfuwm, Linn., Pafavsracex. 

OPOPANAX. 

Opopanax Chironium, .Boeh., Ukbzlliferx. - 

The gum-resin known under the name Opopanu is used medicinally 
and resembles asafoetida in its stimulant and antiimasmodic prt^erties. 
(|akims prescribe this medicine in uterine afiections, flatulence, colic, 
Avulsions, discharges and indurations. 
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OPUNTIA: 

Opuntia Haw., Ckoiob.., 

Syn. —Cactus Indicus, Roxh. 

Vern. — Nig-fhan4, HiKO.iNig-pkana, pheni-mamat'BKHOi.i Chatpal- 
s^nd, Dkc.j Ndga-ddii, Tam.; Ndga-dali, Tea.; NdgaimuUa, Mal.; 
KodM-gaha, Cinoh. 

An American plant naturalised in India. • 

Roxburgh says that the Cochineal insects brought from America 
throve and multiplied abundantly on his Cactus Indicna. 

. 

ORCHIS. 

Orcbis macula, Linn., Orchidex. 

Thb Salbp. 

The tubers of many species of terrestrial orchids yield highly nutri¬ 
tious food known as Salep. Large quantities are prepared in Mace¬ 
donia and Greece, and exported to all parts of the world, a considerable 
quantity of the European-prepared article even reaching India. Salep 
contains the chemical substance Bassorine, a substance so nutritious 
that one ounce a day of Salep is said to be enough to sustain a man. 
The Mahomedans consume large quantities of Salep {talip-misri, Beng.), 
but this is obtained chiefly from a species of EulopMa, an orchid common 
in the north-west Himalaya and Kashmir. The Mabomedan physicians 
regard Salep as aphrodisiac and tonic. Set Euli^bla vcra. 


ORIGANUM. 

Origanum Majorana,*Ztff»., Labiate. 

Sweet Marjoram. 

Vent. — Munao, Sind. 

A common wild plant in Kumaun, cultivated in gardens throughout 
India, especially in South India, for its seeds. 

The seeds are officinal, and are considered astringent and a remedy 
for colic. The leaves are eaten alon^ with Gynanvoiwis pentiqihylla, 
DC., as a remedy for colic. An essential oil is also distilled from them, 
used as a perfume and for hot fomentations in acute diarrhoea. 

O. TUlgare, Linn. 

This is also called Marjoram by Europeans is India. 

Vers. — Miraanjosh, Pb., Hind.; Miumgotk, Pess. 

An herb of the Punjab Himalaya and Kashmir ascending from 3,500 
to 10,000 feet. 

It yields a volatile oil, useful as an aromatic, stimulant and tonic in 
colic, diarrhcea and hysteria. It is also applied in chronic rheumatism 
and tooth-ache. It is said to stimulate the ^owth of hair, and also to act 
as an emmenagogue. Altchison says this is eaten as a pot-hwb in 
Lahoul. 

Conadered a good “ pick-me-up " after a carousal. The oil is drcmped 
into the ear for earache. (Dr. Emerson.) • 
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oliosmoii. 

8^ .Orox]^tun Indlcum, Bentk., Biavomcuc. 

' Sjn.—CiaosANTHBa imdica, Bl. 

"VtStL—Ollu, arlu, kharkatk, anar tOMna, Hiko. j livXin, Pb. 3 Karum- 
haniet, Nep. 3 Kering, Gasu) 3 Pami, vanga, acki, Tam. 3 Kyoung- 
yaitng, Burm. 

AfSinall tree on the outer Himalaya, ascendine to 3,500 feet; and ex¬ 
tending to Bengal, Burma, Central and South India, and the Andaman 
Islands. 

Mr. Manson savs a powder made from the bark along with hurdi 
is a useful cure for the sore-backs- of horses. {Gamble.) > 

83Q Orplment. See Anenlciim. 

A corhiption of the Latin term Anmm ^gaentna, or the golden 
pigment. Tnis is sulphuret'of arsenic, the Hartal of Hindustan. 


ORYZA. 

840 Oryza satha, Linn., GaAMiNa*. 

Ricx. 

VnaU^Vre, arma, Arab. 3 Biranf, Pers. 3 Chivul, Hind. 3 Chawal, Dec. 3 
ArieU, tIm. 5 Biyyam, Tbi. 3 Ari, Mal. 3 Aiti, Kan. ; 041 , Beno. 3 
Tandalam, Sans. 3 Tanduta, Mar. 3 Chokha, Guz. s Hal, Cingh. 3 San, 
chin, Burm. 3 BAdtu, dangara, Smo, 

Cultivated extensively Uiroughout India. 

The staple food of India 3 on an analysis it is found to contain 85 per 
cent, of starch. The husked seeds and the flour form the officinal parts. 
They act as a demulcent and diuretic. They are occasionally used in 
diseases of the urinary organs and catarrh ; ,also externally as an appli¬ 
cation to bums and st^ds. 


Os. 

841 BONZ. 

Made into charcoal. See Caibon. 


842 Ovum. 

Eog. 

Vem.— fiau, baimah, Arab. 3 Tukhmemurgh, Pers. 3 Andd, Hind., Bbno., 
Dec. 3 Baida, Bom. 3 Uuitai, Tam. 3 Guddu, Tel. 3 Ai, Burm. 

The yolk is useful for debilitate patients mixe with milk, 8tc. White 
of egg is an antidote for corrosive sublimate pcnsoning. 

03CALSI. 


8^ Lbscalfe comiculata, ZiVwi., Gxxaniacex. 
’’ IltOIiUI SOKKSL. 


'Vtn.~-CMalmeri, Hind.3 Surckl, Uutta mithd, Pb.3 Amrdl, Beno.; 
Amlatomia, Sans. 3 Paliakiri, Tam. 3 PaUacUnta, Tel. 

Found throughout the warmer parts of India and Ceylon, ascending 
the Himalaya to jfioo feet. 

. ^Jhe leaves are considere cooling, refrigerant, and stomachic. The 
juice expressed from them is said to relieve intoxication from dha. 
inra 3 it is useful in dysentery and pndapsus of the rectum. {U. C, Dutt. 
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oxinuA.' 

Oaq^rja reniformis, Hook., Fsltgonacu. 

Vmi.—Amlu, Pb. 

Common in the Punjab Himalaya, at from 1(^500 12,500, aa 4 >n 

Tibet to 15,006 feet. • . 

In Chumba it is eaten raw and in chatni, and is considered cooling, 
and in Kan&wir it is known as a medicine. {Steuari.) • 


¥ 


OXYSTELKA. 

/Oxystelma esculentum; Br., Asclepiadea. 

Vent.— Ckareie, Pa. j Curay hhetree, dhoodluo, Sind. ; DeetU^httfa, Bbno., I 
Hind. 

A twinine perennial, found throughout the plains and lower hills d 
India, from the Punjab to Ceylon, \ssam, Pew, and Tenasserim. 

A decoction of the plant is used as a gargle in aphthous ulcerations 
of the mouth and in sore-throat. The milky sap forms a wash for ulcers 
in Sind. In combination with turpentine it is prescribed for itch. 

Pad Bahere. 


P^DERIA. 

Paedetia foetida, Linn,, Rubiacea. 

Vecn.—Gandkali, gundali. Hind.; Gundo-ihadiU, Bekb. ; Pttuirani, 
Sans. 

An extensive climber, met with in Central and East Himalaya, as¬ 
cending to altitude 5,000 feet, and extending southw^ to Mdacca 
and westward to BengaPand Assam. 

The roots are used in native medicine as an emetic {Roxburgh). The 
decocdon prepared of the leaves is considered wholesome and nutritive for 
the sick and convalescent. The whole plant is regarded as a specific for 
rheumatic affections, in which it is administered both internally and 
externally. 

P.SONIA. 

Paeonla Emodi, Wall., Ranunculaceb. 

The Pbony Rose. 

Syn.—P. OFFICINALIS, Jf. f. & T. 

VfS^—Mamtik, Pb. j UdtUap, Hind, j Udo aiiam, Bom. j Udesdlaia. 

Sim>. 

Found in the west temperate HUnEbiya, altitude 5,000 to 10,000 feet 
from Kumaun to Hazara. ' 

The tubers of this plant are highly esteemed as a medictne for. uterine 
obstructions, colic, bilious obstructions, dropsy, epilepsy, convulsions and 
hysteria. Udsdlap is generally given to chiliten as a blood-purifier. It 
was a common belief in ancient times, and it is so even now among the 
peasantry of Europe^ that pseony root, if worn by children round their naks, 

, ^ the pwerof preventing epileptic attacks. If taken in full doses, the 
drug produces head-ache^ noise in the ears, confused vision and vomit¬ 
ing. {Dymoch.) The infusion of the dried flowers is higUy v^aed as a 
remedy tor diarrhoea. Seeds are emetic and cathartic. • 1 
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Pale catechu. Su UacarUi Gaialder, Roxh., Rubiacxa. 

0 

Palmyra Palm. Set BonMuflabelHfoni^ RoxJ>., Faliu;. 


pakaxI 

849 PaiUUC Ginsefis, c, A. M^er., Akaliacxac. 

* Chinsse Ginsenq, 

“ ^nsenf is regarded by the Chinese as the most potent of restor¬ 
atives, and the finer qualities realize extravagfint prices. Its medicinal 
value appears, however, to the European practitioner entirely over-rated, 
the root beine simply mudla^nous, aromatic, and slightly bitter and 
sacchaitne. \d. nanlury, Sctendt Papers.)^ 

P. Pseudo-ginseng, TTall. Ste Antia Pseado-g^nseng, Renii. 

850 P. quinquefoUura, Linn. 

' * ' Ameeican Ginseng. 

Vera. — Ginseng, 

Mr. Birdwood mentions this plant amongst his drugs, but says no¬ 
thing about its medicinal properties. 


PANDERIA. 

851 Panderia pilosa, Fitch & Mey., Chknopodiacej:. 

* Vem, —Kaura ro. Hi, Ps. 

Grows abundantly in Central and South Punjab, Trans-Indus and 
Tibet, altitude 8,ouo to 12,000 feet. 

The plant is officinal. 


PANICUM. 

5153 Panicum antidotale, Gramine.®. 

• Vem. — Male, shamikha, Pb. 

A tall grass, found in many parts of the Punjab plains and Siwalik 
tract. 

The smoke of this plant is used to fumigate wounds (f. L. Stewart), 

853 P. miliaceum, Linn. 

• Vera. — Ckini gkis.cheena, HlNOw Beno. ; Vreehib-heda, uneo. Sans. 1 

Wiri, thamakk, Dec. ; Varagn, Tak. ; Wtrgi, Tel. ; VaritSvi, Bok. j 
China, Mnwa, ckini, silan,VB. 

Cultivate in many parts of India. 

The grain is considered digestible and nutritious. 


PAPAVER. 

^ Paparer Rhoeas, Linn., Papaveeaces. 

Red Poppy, 

Vera. — LilpSti, Hind., Beno.; Rakta-posta, Sans.) Nabaivl-ihask-hhashul- 
akmar, Abab.; Kckndresurkh, Pans. ; Shigt^u-pSttakd-tiiedi, Tau.i 
J frra-gasa-gasaU-chetiM, Tel. ; Bkin-bin-tmn, ItuBM. 

Met with in Kashmir. 

; -Red poppy petals ore employed in pharmacy only for the sake of 
thj^r fine cmouring matter. {Pharntaeographia.) 
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Medicines. 


P. sorQSiifenim» Linn. 

White Poppy ; Opiuh, ' « 

^txa,—Nabiiul-hhatkJt}uuk, Arab, j KSknir, Pbrs. j P4st, iMasihttsh.JU 
pir. Hind, ; Kkaih-kHash-M^hir, Dec. ; Gtuha-gathi^hedi, piaiahi 
eh^i, Tam. ; Gaatwasdla^hmu, Msta^iaj>a-^;hettu, Tel. ; Kama-luuk 
ach-eheti, ^(AL.; lOmsa-ikasi-gidi, Kan. j Poshta, Msktdr^achh, afata- 
Beng.: Ahipkena, Sans, ; Kkasa-Uuua-chorjkidaSyiKH. ; 
nu-jkdda, Gvz.; Bkinbin, bk-ain-bin, Burm.^ Kkasaikaai^ktnjkdda 
Bom. 

The kind of poppy generally cultivated in India is with while flowers 
and white seeds. Ttie cultivation of this plant is carried on to a con¬ 
siderable extent in the central tract of the Ganges, covering an area 
about 600 miles long and 200 wide, and bounded by Dinagen^e on the 
ea!t, Hazaribagh on the south, Gorakhpur on the north, and Agra on 
the west, thus including within the specified limits the whole of the 
Bel^r Province and the Benares district. The next cpium-producing 
region in India is what is embraced by the broad table-lands of Malwa 
and the slopes of the Vindhya hills. 

The cultivation of the poppy plant is both curious and interesting, and 
the extraction of opium, the article being highly important on account 
of its extensive use both as a medicine and an intoxicant. “ The culti-J 
vation of the poppy for opium dates from antiquity, and was carried on 
in Asia Minor, Italy and Greece in classical times. The spread of its 
culture through the nations of Asia appears to have been primarily due 
to the Arabs. It may be grown for this purpose in any warm country in 
suitable soil, but the yield of opium in temperate regions, though of equal 
quality, is small; at the present time the great opium-producing countries 
are India, China, Asia Minor, and Persia, where immense tracts of the 
best and the most fertile soil are occupied by poppy cultivation.” [Bentley 
and Trimen.) The mode of cultivation, as ad^ted in India, may be 
briefly described as follows : On a fertile soil, which is generally in 
the vicinity of the villages, the cultivators, having previously reaped a 
harvest of. maize or "vegetables, during the rainy season, prepare 
the ground for the poppies. In some cases poppy forms the only crop 
taken throughout the year. Throughout the rams, the principal work 
of the cultivators consist in ploughing, destroying the weeds and 
manuring the soil. Having thus prepared the soil and brought the 
surface to a fine condition by dragging a heavy log or a short ladder 
over it in November the seed is sown broadcast. Again the soil is 
ploughed to bury the seed, and the field divided into squares nlek- 
suring 10 feet each way, having channels between them for irrigation. 
The seeds take little less than a fortnight to germinate. The plants 
are weeded and thinned when they attain the height of 2 to 3 inches. 
About the middle of February, when the plant flowers, and the petals 
begin to fall, the cultivators are chiefly occupied in collecting the 
petals, which are made into cakes by heating them on an earthen 
vessel. The cakes are then classed according to their size and colour, 
and are intended to form the inner and outer coverings to the opium. 
A few days after, when the poppy capsules have become fully develop^ 
(the size of the capsule of the Indian poppy being only half of that 
of the English-grown plant), the process of extraction commences. The 
c^sules^ are scratched by means of forked blades tied up in bunches. 
The incisions are generally made vertical, but in some parts of Bengal 
they are transverse. A milky white juice is observea to exude from 
the wounds which soon becomes coated with a slight pellicle. The juice 
is allowed to flow during night, and early on the following morning 
it is collected by means of a sheet-iron scoop which sweeps over each 
of the incisions and scrapes oS the deposite which are then cottected 
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into an earthoi vessd. Aftei^ fius there are certain pc o c eia e i cf puri{i< 
cadon by the opium attains its {m»er consistence. It is then 

brought to the factory, examined as to its punty, colour, nextUrn, fracture, 
aroma and consistent w^hed and hept in iarge woadm boxes, 
holding about 10 c«^ • • 

As a medicine oiHum is generally used in die form of the tincture 
or powdv. I'taken in medicinal doses, it is primarily a stimulant, and 
secondarily a narfiOtic^ anodyne and antispasmodic. In over>doses it 
acts as a powerful poi^, causing sleep which passes into coma, attend¬ 
ed by^slowness of respiration, feeble pulsation, cold perspiration and 
conpimition of pupQs, followed by death. It directly affects the 
brain and tlmnervous_^stem, and then indirectly eveiy organ of the 
body.^ In inflammation it has been extensively used either alone or in 
conohui^ion with other medicinev. In the advanced stages of Vver it 
ishighly valued, as it allays vascular and nbrvous excitement, and there¬ 
by induces _sle^. _ In spasmodic affections, patients have been found 
to .obtain immediate rdief by a few doses of opium. In simple or can¬ 
cerous ulceration of the stomach, diarrhoea and dysentery, and in the dis¬ 
eases of the genito-urinary organs, it is of the highest value. It is also 
highly esteemed as the most effectual remedy in tetanus, acute rheuma¬ 
tism and delirium tremens. It is also useful as an external application in 
vsmous rheumatic, neuralgic and other painful affections, also in ophthal¬ 
mia and other diseases of the eye. (Pharm. of India.) According to 
the Sanskrit writers, the poppy-seeds are demulcent and nutritive, and 
useful in cough and asthma. The capsules are regarded as light, 
astringent and narcotic. Thw promote talkativeness and destroy or 
diminish the sexual power. Opium is said also to be possessed of 
the same properties as the capsules. A preparation is made of opium 
with nutm^, cloves, &c., and given in diarrhoea and cholera. 

Papaw Tree. See Carica Pappaya, Linn., PAPAYACEiE. 

Paper, blistering. Caatluirfe veticatoik, Za/m 7 /r, Coleoptera. 

„ Litmus. See Rocella tinctoria, DC., Lichenes. 

„ Turmeric. See Curcuma longa, Linn., Scitauines. 

Pareira or Pari Su Oaaampelo# Pardra, Linn., Menispermace*. 


PARMELIA. 

Parmelia kamtscbadalis, Esch ., Lichenes. 

Vm.—Chalchdlira. ckarckarila, aisneh, pat-iharke-pkil, chaltiri, ehar- 
chuMa. 

A lichen, found in the bazars of the Punjab and of the North-West 
E*rovinces, obuined from the H imalaya, and used Iwgely in calico printing, 
both in order to perfume the fabric and as a pale pink dye. Doubtless 
several specfes are used for these purposes. Ainalie says there are 
many in use in South India. 

Medicinally they are used in native practice as mild tonics and an- 
tiperiodics. By hakims used in dyspepsia, vomiting, pain in the liver 
orJforob,to:. (paden-Po 9 ell ; Atkimon, Ve.) 
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"Pars^Ua periata* A^., and P. pej'fonMa, Ac&. 

^a.—L ichbn ROTUifBATU% R^Utr in Aimdit't Mai, M*d., IT, p, tyo, 

Vem.— Xkirdatu^raiMar, btkgvl-Iuyear, Arab. ; GaUtang, PRrb. ; Kaposi, 
Tah. ; PaHhar-kaplitU^^Atm., Oac.; WMpa»diI,Tmt„ t PAaHaa- 
hiphil, Dec. ; KaXap-pahihifhalap,pA, Tah. ( DhoiuUckapkMa, Mar. ; 
Ktyir-pton, BvRH. 

. Alnslia says that this plant has long been used the Vytians of South 
India medicinally, and that they attribttte to h a peKuliar cooling quality 
and prepare with it a liniment for the head. The Indian Pharmacc^pseia 
mentions several instances where a poultice of this plant has beem found 
efficadous as a diuretic placed over the renal and lumbar regions. It 
further suggests, however, that its virtue may be shewn in this respect 
to be little more than that of any ordinary warm poultice. ^ 

Stewart mentions a ^armuia (undetermined), common on rocks at 
various places in Chumba (North-West Himalaya) altitude ii,ooo to 
15,000 feet, which is there used as an external application to burns. Spe¬ 
cimens of this plant, as also further information, would be interesting. 

Patchouli. See Pognatemon Patchouli, Pelletier, Labiats. 

Pavia indica. See ^acolua Indlca, Colebr., Sapindacbs. 


PAVONIA. 

Pavonia odorata, Wtlld., MALVAcsiE. 

Vem. — Bdld, Sans. ; Hrivera, Beno. ; Sttgandha bHi, Hind. 

Found in North-West Provinces, Sind, and Banda {Edgeworth), 
Western Peninsula, Burma and Ceylon. 

The roots of this plant are fragrant and aromatic and possess cooling 
and stomachic properties j used in fever, inflammation and hsBmorrhage 
from internal organs. ^ 

Pearls and coral. 

Pearl Barley. See Hordenm diatichon, Linn., Grakinks. 

PEDALIUM. 

Pedalium Murex, Linn., SssAHEiE. 

Vera. — Farid4idH, hard-gdkhru. Hind.; Khatake-kabir, Arab. ; Ktuuahe- 
kaldn, Pers. ; Bara-ghokru, Dec. ; Peru-nerunji, Tam. ; Bnugapal- 
leru-mullu, pedda-patUra, Tel. ; Bara^ghdkru, Bbng. ; MoHo-ghdkru, 
Guz.; AH-neranckt, CiNOH.; SuU-gi, Burn. 

A common plant in many parts of the Madras Peninsula, especially 
near the sea. It is particularly abundant in Katfiw&r and Guzerat. 

The fresh leaves and stems, if agitated in cold water, change into .a 
thick mucilage, which is highly valued by the people of South India as 
a medicine for gonorrhoea and dvsuria. Its action as a diuretic is 
instantaneous and remarkable. The fruits are also described as demul¬ 
cent and diuretic, and are largely used by the natives for that purpose. 
Th^ are possessed of antiraasmodic and ^hrodisiac pr(^>erties. The 
decoction of the fruit is useful in irritation of the urinary organs. The 
juice is a good gargle and the plant makes a good poultice. {Dymock.) 


The jmce is used in aphthae as a local application. {Dr. Entersyt.) 
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PfiDiqOLARIS. 


8dx Pediculatls Hookoiana, Wall., Sc|OFHULABINEa, 
• Vern.— 


Found os the Himalayas and in Kashmir and Kumaun. 

Stewart mentions that some part of the plant is used medicinally. 

I P. pe^ata, Wall 

Vem.— Mickren, Pb. 

Common in the Punjab Himalaya from S,ooo to 12,000 feet. 
lt;^Kan 4 wAr the pounded l^ves are given for haemoptysis. The 
plant IS ailso oiFcinal at Lahore.' ^ = 


PEGANUM. 

^eganum Harmala, Linn., Rutack.®. 

Vem.— Hurmul, harmal, Arab.; Isband, ispand, Pers.; SpHane, kar- 
mal, Pb. ; Isband, Hind., Dec. ; Shimai-axka vanai-virai, Tam. ; 
Skima-gSrantioillulu, Tel.; Isband, Beng.j Hurmal, kurmaro, 
ispand. Bom. 

The seeds are known as Isband Lahori. 

A bush I to 3 feet in height, much branched and densely clothed with 
leaves, met with in Kashmir, the Punjab, the North-West Himalaya 
(Agra). Distributed to Arabia, North Africa, Hungary and Spain. 

" In native works on Materia Medica, Hurmul is described as an 
alterative and purifying medicine in astrabilis, and also in diseases 
supposed to arise from cold humours, such as palsy, lumbago, &c. j it is 
also said to stimulate the eexual system both in the male and female, 
increasing the flow of milk and menses in the latter. For administration 
a concentrated decoction is mixed with swset oil and honey, or the 
crushed seeds are boiled in wine down to one-fourth of the original bulk 
of the latter, and the mixture strained. The infusion or tincture acts as 
a stimulant emmenagogue and produces slight intoxication like Cannabis 
sativa. The tincture is sometimes used to procure abortion.” {Dymock.) 
The seeds are considered narcotic and given in fevers and colic. The 
decoction of the leaves is given for rheumatism, and the powdered root, 
mixed with mustard oil, is applied to the hair to destroy vermin. 

'elUtOty of Spain, See Aaacyclut Pyrethnun, DC., Coufosii^ 


PEN.£A. 

864 *enaea mucronata, Linn., Pxm®ace®. 

Heakt-leaved Sakcocolla. 

Vera.— UuMeeroat, kunjadek, Arab. ; Ckost-kkore, Pers. 

"A shrub indigenous in Arabia, Persia and North Africa, from 
which is obtained a subviscid, sweetish and somewhat nauseous gum- 
resin” {Murray). 

The gfum-resin, as its name sig^nifies, has the power of agglutinating 
wounds. It was also believed in ancient times to have cathartic properties. 
In modem practice it is used as an external application to sloughing 
ulcers, and as a cathartic and anthdmintic {Murray), 

*. SAKOCOlUU See under Sttcoc o U a . 
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PENICILLARIA. 

Peiidllaria si^lcata, wnid., Graxinex. 

Gtntra Plantarum reducei fSsic^LAHiA to PBMNlttTVK. 

Vera.— Bajra, Pb.; Kambn, Tam.; Gantelu gajjalu, Tkl, 

Largely cultivated in some parts (rf the Punjab plains; and in high 
and diy tracts, south from Rawal Pindi, constitutes t];e chief cereal crop. 
The grain is considered heating. * 

Pennisetum italicum; -R. Br. &rSetarla ltalica,^ra« 9 .,GsAftiNEJt. 

. PENTAPETES. ^ 

Pentapeties phceniceai Linn., Stercueiaces. 

Vera. — Gul dupharia. Pa. 

Found throughout the hotter parts of India, from the Punjab to 
Burma and the western Peninsula. 

The fruit is officinal. 

PENTATROPIS. 

Pentatropis spiralis, Dene., Asclepiadex. 

Syn.— P. MicRopHri.t.A, Wail, 

Vera.— Amiarvel, van vert, arkputhpi, Ps.; Singarota, BoM. 

Found in the Punjab and Sind, eastward to the Jumna river. 

The flowers are omcinal in the Punjab. 

Pepper, Black. See Piper n^praia, Linn., Fiperaces. 

PeppenniDt. See Mentha piperita, Linn., Labiatx. 

PERISTROPHE. 

Peristrophe blcalyculata, Nees., Acanthacex. 

Sjn.— JUSTICIA BlCALYCtlLATA, Wight. 

Vera.— Ghatipiitapafaia, Mahr. ; Atreelal, HiND.; Natpat, SlNO. 

An erect annual, generally found in waste places in Malabar, Sind, 
Bifuchistan, Arabia and the Deccan. 

According to Rheede the whole of the plant, macerated in an infusion 
of rice, is said to be a useful remedy in poisonous snake>l»tes. Mr, 
Shakharam Arjnn, in his Lttt of Bombay drugt, says that this plant is 
supposed to have the properties of Fumazia pu^ora and is usoi in 
its stead, but has not tne mtterness of that plant. • 

Petroleum. 


PEUCEDANUM. 

Peucedanum graveolens, Benth., UuBELLirERx, 

Dill, 

Srhe-P. Sow A, Kura. I Anethum Sow a, Boxb.; A. oravbolrns, Linn. 
Vera. — Soya, tova, Hind.; Suva, thopka, tkepoo, tonf, shephu. Bom. 
Skoyiiirai-mrai, sataiuppimirai, Tam.; Misreyd, Sans. ; Shood, Pbrs. 
Found throughout tropical and sub-tropical India. • 

O 
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" Dill seed a much este^ed by the n8tiv6 of India, who use it as a 
condiment and medicine^ Anift&iioii of the dill seeds is given as a 
cordial drink to women arfter confinenjent. The leaw^ moisten^ with 
oil, are us^ as a stimulating poultice or suppurktive. Mahome^ 
writers describe thiNiit as resolvent and deobstruent, carminative, 
iuretic and emmenagogue.” {Dytnock.) 


PHiENOPUS. 

871 Pbaeaopus, sp., Covrosiu. 

• Vvca.—yankm, Pb. 

"A small herb which grows at from 2,000 to 2,500 feet in the Salt 
Ratine, where it is given in colic.” (f. L. Stewart.) 

PharbitiS nil, Chou. Set Ipoana hedetacea, Jatq., Cokvoltui.ace*. 

P. Sp. See Ipomasa^moM, Roem. Sch. and 1, sepiaria, Eoen. 
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PHASEOLUS. 

872 I^Pbmteolus aconitifolius, Jacq., LaouuiNosit. 

Vent. — Uoth, Hind. 5 Maika, Sind. 

Himalayas to Ceylon, tropical region, up to 4,000 feet in the North- 
West. 

The pulse is supposed to be heating, 

873 P. Mungo, Linn. 

* Vera.— ifung, mingi, miji, Pb. ; Hart mung, Hind. ; HiUi mvng, Bekg. 
Wild and universally cultivated in the plains throughout India, 

ascending to 6,000 feet in the North-West Himalayas. 

The pulse is used as a diet in fever. Considered by natives cool, light 
and astringent, but is difficult to digest. Used to strengthen the eyes. 

874. P. Mungo, Linn., var. radiatua, Linn. 

* Syn, — P. Roxburghii, W Gf A. 

Vera.— Mask, mdk, Pb. j Maga, SiND., Mash-ialai, Beng. 

Cultivated as a hot weather crop in the plains, and to 6,500 feet in 
the hills. 

The seeds are much used in medicine, both internally and externally 
in paralysis, rheumatism and affections of the nervous system. Also 
usM in fever, considered hot and tonic, useful in piles, paralysis and 
affections of the liver; also in cough and rheumatism. Stewart says 
I that of all pulses this Is the most heating and apt to give colic. 

PHELIPiEA. 

875 Phelipsea calotropidis, Wa’p., OROBANCHACEjE. 

* Vera.— Kkita, kkarlanne, skarid, kkalatu, ikurjin, Pb. j Kkataira, Sind 
Grows in sandy places, Trans-Indus, in the Salt Rane^ in tht 

Southern Punjab and parts of Umbalia, Sirsa, &c., east of the Sutlq, 

Or. Stewart says that the bruis^ stem is applied to swes ii 
horses. 

P^enk Acid. See Addum CarboUcnm,^ 
aio 





PHOENIX.. 

. Pbceobu dactylifeia, Zina., Palm*. 

Thx Datb Paz.1I. • • 

Vem. — Khurmie-yJ^tis, Arab, j KhurmaS-khush, PsRS. ; Khajir, 

Hind.5 PMch-chankiy, Taii. ; Kari4ri-kiy^TKi..; Tin4ch-chim.kay(i, 
Mal. ; Kharjira, Kan. j Khij^, ikurmd, BsH0. j Khor^ira, SAtrs. j 
Kirii, Guz. j <lndi, CiNOH. ; Somblcn^, Bvrm. * 

Cultivated and self-sown in Sind and South Punjab, produ^ng the 
well-known fruit. 

The fruits are used medicinally as demulcents and expectorants. 

• • 

They are nutrient, and said to be aphrodisiac. Used in fevers. 
Continued use is said to produce soreness of the gums. The seeds are 
made into a kind of coffee in Sind. {Dr, Emerson.) 

P. sylyestriSy Hoxi. 

The Wild Date Palm. 

Veru. — Khajir, sand6le-ki-pir. Hind. ; Sand6li-kA-jhdr, Dec. ; /shan-chedi, 
Tam. j Itu.ckettu, Tel. j KdtHnta, inie-cheti, Mal. ; JangUr-khijdr, 
khajir, Beng.j To^omhlin-mi, Burm. 

A tree wild and cultivated throughout India. 

The kernels of the fruit are used to relieve thirst. 

Phosphorus. 

PHYLLANTHUS. 

Phyllanthus Emblica, Linn., Eufhoebiacea. 

Syn.—E mblica officinalis, Gaertn. 

Vem. — DatUa, an%la,%onla, aura. Hind.; Almi/ty, Arab. ; Ametdk, 

Peks. ; Ambul, ambit, Pb. : Amalaki, Sans.: Amla, amboloH, amnlati, 
dmlaki, Beng. ; Ambari, Gaslo i Amluki, Ass.; Neli, nelUkai,TLAU.i 
Skabju, eiphiyusi, Burm. ; Anvala, Bom. 

A moderate-sized tree in the dry fca'ests of India and Burma. 

The fruit of this plant constitutes the Emblic myrabolans. It is in 
the fresh state possessed of purgative properties, but is us^ when dry 
as an astringent in bowel complaints and noemorrhages. It is said to 
be useful in diarrhoea and dysentery, and is regarded as possessing 
antiscorbutic properties. It contains a large proptortion of gallic aci£ 
The flowers are employed as a refrigerant and apa-ient. The bu^ is 
astringent. An extract has been obtained from the root by decoction 
and evaporation, used both for medicinal purposes and in the arts. The 
fresh juice is cooling, refrigerant, diuretic, and laxative. The exudation 
from the incisions on the fruit is used as an extdhial application in in¬ 
flammation of the tyA, {Pharm. Jnd.; Hindu Mai. Med.) 

Is considered a nervine tonic. Fruits used as an adjunct to hair-dyes, 
and as a hair-wash. {Dr. Emerson.) 

P. Niruri, JUuli.-Arff. 

^tn.—Skdin-anvalak, Hind., Dec. ; Eiehkdy-neUi,TAK. ; Ndla-usirika, 

. Ttil. ; Kiakd^nelli, Mal.; KiranelU-gidd, Kan.; Mieipkiyu, BvSlh. ; 

Bkui avali. Bom. 

Found in Travancore and Bengal. 
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uxxiL The root, leav^ and yoiyig shoots are‘used medicii^ly as deob^ 

struent and dhiretic. 'Hie root and the leaves, either in the fmn of 
powder or decoction, are used in jaundice or bilious complaints. The 
young shoots in infusion are given in dysentery. The leaves are 
stomachic. Held in esteem by die natives in the treatment of gonor¬ 
rhoea and other genito-uiinaty diseases. 

88z Plq^laotiius ufjnaria, Linn. 

Medicinal properties are similar to those of the preceding plant, 

PHYSALIS. 

8S2 Plqfsaiis flesuosa, •SrrWidiatiiaSoiiiii{en,Z>«»., Solakacex. 

P. indica, Lam., SoLANACia, 

Ven. — Haiti iahanj. Pa. 

Cultivated in the Punjab. 

The fruit is considered tonic, diuretic, and purgative. 

883 P. mkllma, Linn., ni. indica. 

* Syn. —Nicahdra Indica, Roem. & Sck. 

Vem. —Haiti iaknaj, Ps, 

Found throughout India. 

The fruit is ofiScinal, being considered tonic, diuretic,and purgative,. 

(Dr: Sirwart.) 

P. somolfera. See Wthaaia aomnifera. Dun., Solahackjb. 

Physic-nut plant. See Jatropha Cvcas, Linn., Euphokbiacea. 

PHYSOSTIGll^ 

PbysiMrtls^ venenosum, Pal/., LxGtwiKosf. 

Calabah Bxan Plant. 

A large perennial climber, native of an apparently restricted portion 
of west tnmical Africa, near the mouth of tne Niger and Old Calabar, 
in the Gulf of Guinea. 

The seeds are described in the Pharmacopoeia of India as a “power¬ 
ful sedative of the spinal nervous system, producing in over-doses 
paralysis of the lower extremities and death by asphyxia, and in still 
larger doses by paralysis of the heart. Highly poisonous. Applied 
locally to the ey^ it possesses the peculiar property of rapidly inducing 
contraction of the pupil j prescribed internally in tetanus, chorea, and 
other novous aSe^ions characterised by exalted sensibility of the spinal 
nervous system. Its chief use, however, is as a local application in 
diseases and injuries of the eye, and here it is especially valuable.'* 

PHYTOLACCA. 

Riytobicca decandra, Linn., PHTxoLAcacxii. 

Venu—Ztliar, lirgi, dtnHtri, rintig. 

Found in the PiMjab Himalaya &om 3,500 to 8 ,ooq feet, and culti- 
^ed east of Simla. 

' ''The fruit when eaten produces cerebral symptoms, and the leaves 
produce delirium. 
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PICRGENA. 

Pkrosna ezcdsa, ZtW/., Swarwix. 

The Officinal or Jaiiaica Quassia Trxb. 

A native of the West Indies. ^ ^ 

S uassia is a pure bitter, tonic and stom^hic, useful in debility and 
e diseases; and in atonic dyspepsia it is a remedy of established 
merit Sold by all chemists. Se$ also Picnuuna. * 


PICRASMA. 

Picrasma quassioides, Smn., Siuarubea. 887 

Syn.— Niha quassioides, Ham, ; Pharm. Ind. 50. 

Vtsa,- Bharangi, or baringi, Hind.| Pidkorin, bera, mitki, baring, 
ptaho, khashbar, birgo. Pa. Hinalayan names. 

A large scrambling shrub, with stoiit, often spotted, branches, com¬ 
mon in the sub-tropical Himalaya, from Jamu to Nepal; ascending 
from 3,000 to 8,000 feet in altitude. 

Dr. Royle draws attention to the bark and root of this plant as quite 
as bitter as the Quassia of the West Indies, for which it would doubtless 
prove an excellent substitute. The Pharmacopceia Indica r^ards this 
bark as worthy of further attention. The leaves, Stewart says, are 
applied to itch. The plant is browsed by goats and sheep, and the red 
fruits are sometimes eaten by the hiIl-peo]^e. 


PICRORHIZA. 

/■ Picrorhiza Kurroa, Soy/e, ScROPHi)T.ARtACKE:. 

Vent.— Kaiki, HiNi#, Beng. ; Kaiuka, katurohini. Sans, j Karri, Ps.; 

Kdlikutaki, bUakadi, Boh. 

A plant of Kumaun and other parts of North India, 

The root of this plant is described as bitter, acrid and stomachic, 
and in large doses a moderate cathartic. It is used in fever and dys¬ 
pepsia and in many purgative pr^arations. Antiperiodic virtues have 
been attributed to the root by Dr. Tripe. About two drachms of the 

R owdered root, with sugar and warm water, act as a gentle aperient. 

1 r. Moodeen ShatrifT recommends it as a powerful bitter tonic and anti¬ 
periodic. {Pharm. of India : Dymock s U, C. Dutt.) 


PIERIS, 

Pleris oralifolia, D. Don., Ericaceae. ' * 

Syn.— Andromeda ovalifolia. Wall, 

Vem.—i4ya«o, eilan, tllal, arur, armin, Ps.; Aydr, Hind.; Anjir, 
angiar, jagguchal, Nepal; Piaaay, Bhutia ; Kangtkior, Upcha. 

A small deciduous tree of the outer Himalaya, from the Indus to 
Assam usually between 4,000 and 8,000 feet; Khisia Hills, and hills <rf 
Martaban from 5,000 to 7,000 feet. 

"The young leavra and buds are poisonous to goats; they are used 
. to kill ins^s, and an infusion of them is applie#in cutaneous diseases." 
{Gamble,) 

Pimento. See Engoda Pimeatei DC., Mtrtaces. , • 
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PIMPINBLLA. 

890 PimplnellaAalsutnr&Mff., UKBiLLirssjc. 

COXKOK AnISX. 

Vtsa.~*^iti 3 iincg, thamar, Arab. 2 Ratiyanak bidiydit, Perb. j S6nf, 
Hind.i D^. 2 Ptrun-shiragam, sktmbu, Tam. ; Ptdda-jilaiara, Tel. ; 
PtriH-tUraiam, Mal. 2 Doddorjirage, timH, Kan. j Mithayird, Bens. 2 
Sdmf, Mar. 2 SamustAa, Burn. 2 Bom., Pb. 

'^Introduced into India by the Mahomedans from Persia) whence 
the supply from the Bombay market still comes. Anise is now grown 
in Northern India.*’ {Dymock.) 

^It is an agreeable aromatic, carminative and stimulant, and 
is sttraosed, though without sufficient evic&nce, to promote the secretion 
ci _milk and some of the other secretions. It is employed in flatulent 
cdie more especially in that of children, and as a *^,orrigent of griping 
cathartics.” {BentUy and Trimen.) 

P. crinitam, Boiu. See Ptaiaegeton bitematna) Eigw., Umbelt.iferje. 

P. illTOlucratai W. & A, See RoxbnrgUaaniB, Benih., Umbel- 

LIFERit. 


PINUS, 

Piaus Deodanii Roxh. See Cedn» Deodatm, Loudon, Conifekas. 

P. Gerardianai Wall., Conifxex. 

'Vtm.—Ckil^a.ialgMota, ttta.! Ckiri, priia, mirri, iashti, Himalavah 
NAMES 2 Ri, rhi, Kama war 2 kunnuchi, koniinchi, W. Tibet. The 
seeds, neoea. 

A moderate-si2ed tree of the inner dry and arid North-West Hi¬ 
malaya 2 found in isolated areas of no ^eat extent, generally between 
6,000 and 10,000 feet. Mountains of North Afghanistan and Kafiris- 
tan. 

The_ se^s and an oil extracted from them are used medicinally. 
The oil is highly esteemed for its stimulant properties and power of heal¬ 
ing ulcers. 

893 ].P. loog:i£oUa, 

'Vt^—Ckir-kii>ir, earal. Hind. 2 Chii, ekir, Pb. ; SaUa, s<Mn, kolan, 
Gukhwal tnd Kumaun ; Sarala, Saks.; Alahus^san 6 oar, Arab.! 

PbRS. ; CkW, Dec. ; Skurul^vadari, Tam. ; 

A large gregarious tree of the drier Himalayan slopes, met with as 
low down as a,ooo f eet, and ascending to about 7,000, 

The resin obtained by incision, in both its pure and impure state, 
and known in Bengal under the name Gandhbirota (in Sanskrit Sarala, 
drava trivdsa, kskira), is used internally as a stomachic, and externally 
as a plaster, and is applied to buboes and abscesses for suppuration. 

■ The wood is considered stimulant, diaphoretic, ahd useful in burning of 
the body, cough, fainting, and ulcerations. 

893 P« pahlrttlB, Lambert. 

^ The SsTAitF )Pi»E. 

Used, as also P, Tc^a, Linn., and sometimes P. l%iaater, Aiton, in 
tbe preparation of Oil of Turpentine. A terebirtthinate stimulant 
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laively used as an external ajiplicatioft, beingamuch-valued rubefwent 
and counter-irritant. Its action is primely stimulan^ espeda^y to the 
mnito-urinaty organs j secondly, sedi^ve, antispannotUc, and astringent 
In large doses it is purgative, ^nd |or this panose chiefly given as an 
enema._ 

Resin is the residue after distillation of the various species of pine. 
It is largely used in plaster and ointment. Stt P. Tied^ 

Piaus ^Ivestris, Linn. 

The Scotch Fir. 

Indigenous in the highlands of Scotland, Denmark, Norway, and 
other countries of Europe. _ 

A bituminous liquid obtained frorfi the wood by destructive 'distilla¬ 
tion is said to be stimulant, and to act chiefly on the mucous membranes 
and the cutaneous surface. It has been prescribed in skin diseases with 
success. In typhoid fever, habitual constipation, and chronic bronchitis 
it has been found useful. The vapour from the heated tar is erf great 
service in phthisis and other chronic pulmonary diseases. It is also 
regarded as diuretic and diaphoretic. U is used externally in the form 
of ointment in chronic skin diseases, such as lepra, ringworm, psoriasis, 
&c., and also in foul and obstinate ulcers. It is also emplc^ed in veter¬ 
inary medicine. 

P. Taeda, Linn. 

The Frankincense Pine. 

A large tree. So to loo feet in height, found in the Southern United 
States. 

In the Indian Pharmacopoea the concrete turpentine obtained from 
the plant has been described as a stimulant whicn is never prescribed 
internally. 


PIPER. 

Piper angustifoUum, R. fs* Pav., Piperaceje. 

Syn.— Arthanthe elongata, Miq . 

A shrub, native of Peru, Brazil, and New Granada. The dried 
leaves are imported into India and sold by chemists. 

They are astnngent and locally appfied as a powerful styptic, used 
in hsematemesis, hmmaturia, hsemoptysis, and other forms of pasrive 
hmmoirhage. For the purpose of arresting superficial hsemorrhage the 
powdered leaves are very efficacious. 

P. Betle, Linn. 

Syn.— Chavica Betlb, Miq. • 

Vem.— Pin, Hind., Beno. : Timbula, Sans. ; Tanbil, Arab, j Bargt- 
■ianbil, Pers. ; ViMUt, Tam. ; Tanial-pctkoo, Tel. ; pint, nagavUa, 
Bom. ; Vetta, Mal. j Kinyot, Burm. 

Cultivated throughout India for its leaves. 

The leaves of this plant, together with lime. Catechu and betelnut, and 
also certain spices, such as cardamoms, nutmegs, cloves and camphor, 
are made into little packets called pin, generally chewed by the 
natives erf India, especially after meals. Betel-leaf thus chewea 'pro- i 
* duces a stimulating and exhiluating effect. The juice (rf the leaves is ' 
also regarded as a valuable stomachic.' In Hindd medical works the 
leaves are described as aromatic, carminative, stimulant, and astrii^l|nt, 
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and also aphrodisiac. In catarfhsd and pultnonaiy afiwtions ti children 
the iQsves, warmed.and smeared with oil, are applied in layers over 
the chest. A similar application gives rdief in congestion and other 
aSections liver. Leaves wanted and applied to hreasts in layers 
are smd to arrest the secretion (rf milk. Thc^ are similarly applied to 
glandular swpllings as an absorbent 


Used to correct foul breath, and as slightly astringent mouth-wash. 
The 6est pin comes from Banda district, called 'Malwbah’; the next 
quality is called magui-pan, from Behar districts; and the third quality 
is the Bengal or Bangla-pan. {Dr, Emerson.) 

Wper'Chaba, .B/. ^ , 

Sya. —Chavica Chaba, Mif, 

Vem. — Choi, Hind. ; Choi, ehri, Bbno.; Chaiika, chuvi. Sans. 

A native of the Moluccas, cultivated in India for the sake its fruit, 
which constitutes the Chaba of the India Materia Medica. 

The fruits are considered stimulant, anticatarrhal and carminative, and 
also used as an expectorant. TsJeef Shereef mentions its use in haemor- 
rhoidal affections. 


P, Cubeba, Linn.f, 

CUBEBS. 

Syn.—CuBEBA Officinalis, Ui^. 

”'59;* ?«,«*•* D*c.s/IfliaioA, Arab.; 

Xata^M, Bkng.; Vilmtlaku, Tam. ; Ttka, mirfydlu, Ttl.; Kobiba- 
cktnif Mar,; Vdl’^ulakc, Mal.; VdlmotagUp Cingh. 

Native of Java and the Moluccas. 

Cubebs act as a stimulant, chiefly on the mucous membranes and the 
genito-unnary organs. They are known to be a valuable remedy for 
Konotrh^, l^corrhcea, gleet, and vaginal discharges, and ^50 lor 
twnchitis, being usually administered in the form of a powder. In 
chroniynftemmation of the prostrate gland, haemorrhoids, and in pulmo. 
nary wections> they have been employed with great success. 

Oil of cubebs is generally r^;arded as stimulant and carminative. 

P. dlchotomum, R, v Pav. 

Alnsjte sUtes that the aromatic roots of this plant are prescribed in 
dyspepsia. (Pharm. Ind.) 

P. loogum, Linn. 

Long Pepper. 

Syn.—C havica Roxburqhii, Miq. 

Vem— Hind. I ; P^i, Sans. ; Pil.fil-nHdari», 

Pi^j Ti^t, Tam. ; Tai, j BangSrpim-pali, BoM.; ^Pet-hkyen, 

A p«nnial shrub, indigenous to Nepal, East Bengal, Java, Mala, 
tar, CWlon, and the Philippines. It is ^undent in the woody hills 
of the Cuxws, as well as at the foot of the Himalayas. Cultivated 
ex^^rtiy m Bmgal and the Southern Presidency on account of iu root 
or spike. {Murray.) It is at once distinguished from P. 
^gnuB ^_its cordate and 5'nerved leaves. 

"Ironed unripe fruit and the root are considered beating, stimulant, 
r^aunUive, alterative, laxative, and useful in cough, hoarseness, asthma 
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dyspepsia, paralysis, &c. An infusion of the fruit with sevend other 
ingredients is administered by native midwives to hasten thw rembv^ 
of the placenta after parturition. On the Coromandel Coast it is 
prescribed in infusion with ftoney in catarrhal affections. The Arabs 
consider it as a cardiac. It is now chiedy used as a spice and to some 
extent in veterinary practice. It has also been recopimended in the 
treatment of Beri>beri. , 

• 

/ Piper nigjum, Linn. , 

Black Peppek. 

Vem. — Kala-'marich, Hind.; Gol-marich, Fiifele-asvttd,JilJitf-siyak, 

, PsRS.; Maricha, Sans. ; Goolmirien, Sind. ; Choia, Dec. "MiUigu, 
Tam. ; Miriyalu, Tbl. ; Kilimin, Bom. 

Black pepper is not of much importance as a medicine; it is described 
as acrid, pungent, hot, dry, carminative, and useful in intermittent fevN, 
haemorrhoids, and dyspepsia. Externally it is used as a rubefacient in 
alopecia and skin diseases. It has also t^n employ^ in the form of 
a gargle in various affections of the throat. {U, C. Dtitts Pharm. Jnd.) 
Its action as a stimulant is chiefly directed to the mucous membrauies of 
the rectum and urinary organs. Black pepper has long been a populara 
remedy in India in the treatment of intermittent fevers. White pepper 
is prepared from this species by removing the black pericarp, thereby de- 
pnving the black pepper of part of its pungency. The finest white 
pepper comes from Tetlicherry on the Malabar Coast ; commercially it 
comes from Singapore. 

PISONIA. I 

Pisonia aculeata, Linn., NYCTAoiNKit. 

Vem.— Sag’AacAurapBBSo. ; Karu-indu, Tam. ; Kunln^ootri, Tel. 

A very common, strong, large, straggling shrub of South India and 
of the coast forests of Burma and the Andaman Islands. 

The bark and the leaves are used as a counter-irritant for swellings 
and rheumatic pains. 

PISTACIA. 

Pistada atlantica, Desf., Anacardiaczj:. 

Vem.— Tagho, Arc. 

“ Yields mastic called RUmi nuutigi, Kundar Rimi, in the bazars, 
of which Davitaf Trade Report states that 5 maunds are annually im¬ 
ported eta Peshawar. It is given for asthma anS mixed in ointment, 
KC.” (Stowart.) 

P. cabulka, Stockt. 

Vem.— KiitjaJt, kasur, Sahti. ; Kundroo, Sind ; Shairatul-iag, Arab. : 
Ddr-ddr, Pkrs. 

A small tree found in Afghfinistin, BeluchJstin and Upper Sind ; 
yields a resin-like mastic in both the countries; called in Persian Kundurin 
, and Shakur Shirin {Sweet Mastic). This plant is closely alUed. with 
the preceding species. 

This tree has been mentioned in the Indian Pharmaci^poeia, but its 
medicinal properties have not been described. • \ 
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The Pharmacografhia tt^is this and all the species of Platada 
hare described as but extreme forms one species. This opinion may 
most probably be correct, but as economic products they are distinct 
enough, and until carefully determined by Botanists, it seems desirable 
to retain them for the present as distinct. 

0 

906 Pistacia iptegerrima, Stewart. 

Venu — Kalta, kaiar, hangar, tunga, Pb. ; Xahratinghi, Bbno., Hikd. 

A*'tree with rough bark supposed to be indigenous in the Sulaiman 
Range and the outer Himalayas, extending as far east as Kumaun ; 
altitude, 6,000 feet. 

•^he gall-like excrescences/ black, hard, rugose, hollow, irregularly 
crooked, often 6 to 7 inches long, are formed in October on leaves and 
petioles. Th(^ are sold under the name of Kakrasinghi, and are used 
in native medicine, and useful in coughs, asthma, fever, and dysentery, 

“ The fruit of this tree is probably the Sumak of the Punjab bazars, 
used to strengthen digestion.'* (Brandts.) 

907 P. Khinjak, Stocks. 

Tenu— Sfastahi, Bon. : Kkinjak, kkai^uk, skttramna, s1uamut, gewaun, 
Afo. The galls are known as Gul-i-Pisia, bua-ghauj. Bom. 

The tree grows in Afghanistan and Beluchistin. It supplies the 
most part oi the mastic that is imported into Bombay. 

■ “The Hindus consider this substance to be corroborant and balsamic, 
and take it in combination with Salef> as a restorative. The Mahomedans 
in India use it instead of true mastich, which is an article of consider¬ 
able importance in their Materia M^ica, being considered detergent, 
astringent, and restorative, and of value as a masticatory, strengthening 
the gums and perfuming the breath.” The galls are used in medicine as 
an astringent, as also in dyeing and tanning, especially for silk and the 
finer ldn(& of leather. « 

po8 P. Lentiscusj Linn. 

Mastic Tree or Mastiche. 

Vem. — Roamet musHket, Hind. ; Kinniak, Pbrs. 

A shrub of the Mediterranean regions, imported into India. It 
yirids the Mastic of Chios. 

"As a medicine, mastich is now rarely employed. Dentists em¬ 
ploy mastich dissolved in alcohol, ether, or chloroform for filling up the 
cavities of carious teeth.” (Murray,) It possesses stimulant and aiure- 
tic properties. 

909 P. Terebinthus, Linn. 

* The Terebinth Tree. 

^tsa.'’^ub-td-k}urtu, Pbrs. 

Bellew states that this tree is common over the hills of Eastern Af- 
ghinistin, Btevmrt says that he met with a single tree on the eastern 
skirts the Sulaiman Range. It yields the Chio or Cyperus turpentine. 

In Afghittistfin the fruit is considered warm, stimulant and stomachic, 
and prescribed in colic, dyspepsia; and the gum, called aluk-uUum'bat, is 
used as a masticatory and in various ointments. (SUmart.) Chiap 
turpentine has stimulant and diuretic properties; formerly used for 
th^ putposes, but now tardy used as a medicine. It has lately been 
considered very vduable in cancer. 
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Pistada Linn. ' 

ThI PlSTACHIO-HUT TuX. 


jruKfAaof* 
9x0 ; 

• i 


Ven. ~Pitta, Hind., Bens. , 

The tree is indigenous to Persia, S3^ia, Bokhara, Mesapotomia, 
Turkistin and North Afghinistin, and is cultivated in £icily and other 
parts of Southern Europe. The pistachio-nuts whioh are imported into 
India from Afghinistin form the fruit of this tree. _ * 

Pistachio-nuts are considered warm, and used in general ^ebility. 
Oil obtained from the kernels acts as a demulcent and restorative. The 
bark is employed as a tonic in indigestion. {Amsterd, Cat.) 


Used in nausea and voftiiting. (Z 7 r. Emerson ) 

PISTIA. 

' Pistia Stratiotes, Linn., Aroisxe. 9 x 1 

Vem.— Tdkd-pdnd, Ben., Hind.; Kaomikika, Savs.; Anter-gkunga, * 
Dec. ; Agasatamaray, Tam. ; Antfrei-iamara, Tel. 

Found swimmin? on pools of stagnant water in most parts of India. 
Flowering time the hot season. 

The plant is cooling and demulcent, and is given in dysuria. The 
leaves are made into poultices and applied to haemorrhoids. Mixed 
with rice and cocoanut milk they are given in dysentery, and with rose¬ 
water and sugar in cough and asthma. The root is laxative and 
emollient. (Rhtede: Ainsliej Voight.) 


PITHECOLOBIUM. 

Pithecolobium bigetninum, Ben/A., LxeuMiNosi. I 9X2 

Syn.—JUGA BIGEMINA, WUld. 

Vem.— Kachlora, Hind. 

A large tree of the forests of the outer Himalaya from the Ganges 
eastward and of South India, giving a dark-coloured heartwood. 

A decoction of the leaves is a medicine for leprosy and is used as 
a stimulant to promote the growth of hair. (Atkinson.) 

Piz Burgundica. See AUes excelea, Lamk., Conifesx. 

PLANTAGO, 

Plantago amplezicaulis, Cav., Piantagikackjx. j 9x3 

Vtm.—Gajp^ali, Pb. 

Grows wild in the Salt Range, &c., under 2,000 feet. 

Said to be an astringent; useful in intermittent fever, and as an 
application to the eyes in ophthalmia; also used as an antidote for snake- 
poison ; highly valuable in pulmonary affections. (Ainslie.) 

P. Ispaghula, Boxi. 9*4 

ISPAOaUL. 

* Vttn.—/subghoU, Hind. ; Jsabgul, Beno. j J^agkeol, PEES, j S^ngar, 

Sind. 1 Baart^aHma, Arab. 

Found in Sind, Beluchistiin, Afghinist&n, Arabia, Egypt, and North- 
West India. Edgeworth says that the plant is cultivated to acenain 
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extent at Multan, but Dr, Stwtinrt is of opinion that the plant is never 
cultivated in the Punjab. 

The seeds have been made officinal in the Indian Pharmacopona. 
Tb^ are described as demulcent, and <mildly astringent, and useful in 
febrile, catarrhal, and renal affections. Chiefly used in diarrhoea and 
dysentw. The bruised seeds form a good emollient pioultire. {Pharm. 
Ind.) 'Hie seed^ yield to water a grood deal mucilage, and form 
a cooling demulcent drink which is prescribed in cases where emollients 
are required A slight degree of astringency and some tonic property 
may^ imparted to the s^s by application of a moderate d^ee m 
heat, and it is said that this remMv cures the chronic diarrocea of 
European and native children on the failure of other medicines. {Bentlty 

fyimM.) * , 

4 

915 PlantagD major, w. asiatica. 

* Vem. — Luhuriya, Hind.; Gil, isvfgti, Ps. 

Wild in the Siwalik tract and Punjab Himalaya to 11,000 feet, and 
occurs in the plains at Peshiwar, &c. 

In Lahoul the leaves are applied to bruises. 

Plantain. Su Mnaa aaplenhim, Linn., SciTAiaNas. 

PLATANUS. 

916 Platanus orientalis, Linn., Platanacxjk. 

* ’ Ths Plank Trek. 

Vmtt—BUn, Mna, chintr, tkanir, Kashmir, Pb. ; Cktnir, Pass., Aro. 

A large deciduous tree, cultivated in the North-West Himalara east 
to the Sutlej, ascending to 8,300 feet in Ladak. Indigenous to Greece, 
Macedonia, Armenia, and NcHth Persia. The tree is chiefly valued for 
its woo^ but it is also much admired as an'ornamental tree, attaining a 
great size and immense age. 

Mr. Honigberger says that the bruised leaves are applied to the 
eyes in ophthalmia, ana the bark boiled with vinegar is given in 
diarrhoea, being slightly astringent. 

PLECTRANTHUS. 

917 Plectranthus rugosus, Wall ., Labiat*. 

* Vem.— B*', piimir, Pb. 

A small shrubby plant, abundant in the Punjab Himalaya from 
3,000 to 9,000 feet, ana occurring in the Salt Range. 

The plant is used as bedding to keep off fleas. [Stewart.) 

Plum Tree. See Pmau commnnis, Huds„ var. domeatict, Rosaceje. 
PLUMBAGO. 

.pyg Plumbago GOCCintA,Boiss., Plckbaginex. 

Syn.—P. ROSEA, linn. 

Vem. — SaUtKUtra, lal-ckiira, Hind. ; Rakio-cMU, Bbho, • Rakta- 
eki(raia,SAm.; daitennaU, shitange-akmar, Arab.; ShiiarcAe-tkurkh, 
PXRS. I LtU-ekitarmil, Dec. ; Skht^ptKkUtira, Tam. ; Srradutra, Tel. ; 
KMAen^ Burm. 

o A shrubby perennial, native of India, and cultivated in gardens. 
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The vesicant properties of the rook of this plant were known to the 
old writers, but it was O’Shaughnessy Vho first tried this drug in 
between three hundred and four nund^ cases and found oulfthat the 
root-bark being rubbed with water into a paste and applied to skin 
raised blisters within twelve dh eighteen hours; and that it can be used 
as a cheap substitute for Canthandes, with the additional advantage of 
causing no irritation of the genito-urinary organs, WHfen administered 
internally it acts as a stimulant, and in large doses as an ^cro-narcc^ic 
poison. “ It is one trf the articles in use amongst the natives for 
procuring abortion. For this purpos^ the scraped root-bark is intro¬ 
duced per vaginam into the os uteri." Death is often the inevitable 
consequence of the use of this substance in the manner specified. 
The root is also used as a powerful sialogc^e. In South India, the 
driJd root is highly valued as a femedy for secondary syphilis and 
leprosy. {Pharm. Ind.) 

PlambagO rosea, Linn. See P. cocdnea, Boise. 

P. zeylanica, Ltnn. 

Vem. — Chitrd, chita, chitarak. Hind. : Chiti, Beng. ; Agnishikka, 
ckitraka. Sans. ; Shitaraj, Arab. ; Shitaruk, f%RS.; Cktarmvl, Dec. ; 
Ven-chittira, Tak. ; Tella-chitra, Tel. j Kotuve'li, Mal. j Sudu-nilul, 
ClNGH. J Kn-khen^phiu, Burm, ; Ckitra, Bom. 

Common in Bengal, South India, and Kumaun hills. 

" The root of P. Zeylanica is said to increase the digestive 
power, to promote the appetite, and to be useful in dyspepsia, piles, 
anasarca, dtarrhoea, skin diseases, &c.” {Hindu Mat. Med.) “ A tinc¬ 
ture of the root-bark has been emplcyed as an antiperiodic. Dr. Oswald 
says that he has employed it in the treatment of intermittents with 
good effect. It acts as a powerful sudorific.” {Pharm. Ind.) 


PLUMBI. 


Plumbi Acetas. 

Acetate of Lead. 

Used as astringent and sedative in hsemoptyas, hsematemeas, and 
other hasmorrhages. Useful in diarrhoea, dysentery, ulceration of stomach, 
and bronchorrhoea. Externally as a lotion it is employed in excoriations 
and inflamed surfaces, skin diseases and ophthaimia. Also as an injection 
in gonorrhoea and leucorrhoea. 

P. carbonas. 

White Lead. 

Vent.— A/ii daj, Arab. ; Isfadab, st^edab, Pers. j Safedak, Hind., DbC., 
Beng. ; VMeya basvam, Tam. ; Stea-basmam, Tel. 

Astringent locally, either enntment or powder, to excoriaticins, super- 
final ulcers, 8cc. 

P. lodidum. 

* Iodide of Lead. 

Alterative, used chiefly as ointment for scrophulous, glandular swell¬ 
ings, enlarged spleen, and skin diseases. • 

2Zl ^ . 



^fOMomic Proitt(h of India. 


?A8T V.] 



PlumU Kftras. 

• Nimn or Liao. 


In solution used as astringent lotioi),to excoriations, fissured mpples, 
and other cutaneous affections. * 


924 P. Ozidum.^ 

LrHOAXotf or Ozidx or Lead. 

ytKa.—MuTdrtanj, Arab,; tiurd-tatw Paas.; iturdar^ng, Hmo., 
* Dbc., Benq. ; Mudarshingu, Tah. ; Kudir-ting, Txi. 

925 P> oxidum rubnim. 

** Red Lead or Red Oxide or Lead, 

Vem.— Itrinj, Arab.; Siriw, Pers^ 'Sindur, Hind., Dec., Bens.; 
Ckenduram, Tam. ; Cirnduramu, Tel. 


PLUMBUM. 

926 Plumbum. 

Lead. 

Vem.— 5uii, Hind., Beno. ; Sisai, Sans. ; AniU, Arab. ; Suri, Peks. ; 
SAish, Dec. ; lyam, Tam. j Sitamu, Tel, ; tgim, Cingh. 

Used in the preparation of salts of lead, which are used medicinally. 


PLUMERIA. 

927 Plumeria acutifolia, Poirai, ArocYNACEa. 

* ' Syn.—P. acuminata, Roxh. 

Vem.— KAairchampa, Mahr. 

A small tree cultivated and naturalised 'n many parts of India, the 
fresh plant being used medicinally. 

The leaves made into a poultice are used to dispel swellings. The 
milky sap is a rubefacient in rheumatic pains, and the root is a violent 
cathartic^ The blunt-ended branches are used to promote abortion. 
{Surgeon S. Arjun, Bombay Drugs, p. 2to.) 


POA. 

gi23 Poa cynosuroides, Linn., Gramine*. 

* Syn.— Eragrostis cynosuroides, Rom. SfSch. 

Vtau—Dob, ^ma. Hind. ; Kusha, Benq., Saks. ; Durbha, dviha, Tel. 
A erass, nativeLof dry barren ground, met with in the Peninsula rf 
India and Bengal. It is generally employed by the Brahmins in their 

rdigious ceremonies. ... j » 1 

Used chiefly in the afiections of the urinary organs and calculus. 

PODOPHYLLUM. 

909 I Podophyllum emodi, Wall., BERBiRiDEa. 

iaunbakri, ckimyaka, Pb. 

Found in the interior rangea of the Himalaj«, altitude 
0,000 to 14,000 feet, item Sikkim to Haiica, deaBening to 6,000 feet in 
j^hmir. 
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Dr. Stewart says that the fruit ^ this plant is used jaedictnallx at 
Lahoul. In the Indian Pharmacopmia this plant has been mentioned, 
and it has been said there that the medicinal properties are deserving 
of investigation. 

• • 

Podophyllum peltatum, Linn, 

PODOPHTLLUM. ^ 

A perennial shrub mowing in moist, shady ntuations throughout the 
eastern side of the Iwth American continent from Hudson^ Bay to 
New Orleans and Florida. 

Podophyllum is only employed for the preparation of the resin which 
is now much prescribed as a purgative. In small continued (]pses it 
act9as an alterative. It is useful in <dironic hepatic afiections, especially 
congestion and torpor of The liver, and in gouty, rheumatic, syphilitic 
afiections. 


POGOSTEMON. 

-Pofi^ostemon patchouly, /’r//*/., LABiAXjB. 

Vent. —Hind. ; Beng. 

A native of Silhet, Burma, and the Malayan peninsula. 

The dried tops of this plant constitute the Patchouli of commerce. As 
a medicine it is not highly valued. Much used as a perfume. 

Poinciana pulcherrima, Linn. See Oesalplnia pnlchenioui, Swarft. 
.Polaxiisia icosandra, w . & fA . See aeome viscosa, Linn., Capparidk®. 


POLIANTHES. 

/ Polianthes tuberosa, Liliacej:. 

Tuberose. 


Vem.— GuUhabbo, Hind. ; Pb, ; Rajanl-gandha, Beno. 


A native of Mexico or South America, cultivated in gardens in 
India, Ceylon, and Java. It is much priz^ for the fragrance of its 
flowers. ... , . 

The bulbs are dried, powdered, and used medicinally in gonorrhoea. 


POLYGALA. 

Poljrsala crotalarioides, Ham., Poltoaleat. , 

Found in temperate Himalaya, altitude 4,000 to 7,000 feet, from 
Chumba to Sikkim and Khisia Mountains. 

Used medicinally in catarrhal afiections. 

P. Senega, Linn. 

Senega or Seneka. 

Native of United States of North America. 

The dried root is stimulant, expectorant, diuretic, and emmenagogue, 
in large doses emetic and cathartic. It is useful in sub-acute and 
chronic afiections oi the lungs, in functional do'angements of the heart, 
in dropsy, amenorrhoea, and dysmenorrhoea. • 
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|P<4]fgaia td^diiodes, WiU£, 

Mpt with in Western Pcnihsula, Camatu, and Travancore. 

Used medicinally in catarrhal affections.. 


POLYGONUM. 


Polygontim aviculare, Linn^ Poltgomacss. 

t Vccn.— Sndranti, bigbund, hunraj, Himd.; Ketri, oandiir, Pb., ; Mira- 
Mart, Sams. 

Found in N. W. Himalaya, Kashmir, Punjab, and the Deccan. 
{'n’Chumba the dried root is applied externally as an anodyne, and 
officinal in Kashmir. (Stewart.) The seeds are mso said to be power¬ 
fully emetic and purgative. 

«§7 

P. barbatum, Linn. 

Vera.— tVerr^ Pb. 

Common in wet places in the Punjab plains,.and to 3,500 or more feet 
in the hills. 

The seeds are employed in Malabar and Canara to relieve the grip, 
ing pains of colic. {Dr. Stewart; Ainslie.) 

938 

• 

P, Bistorta, Linn. 

yjtOL—Maelin, bilauri, anjabar, pB. 

Common at places in the Punjab Himalaya from 3,500 to 12,000 feet. 

Is a useful astringent and said to be applied to abscesses; a decoc¬ 
tion may be used in gleet and leucorrhoea as an injection; makes an 
excellent gargle in relaxed sore-throat and spongy gums, and an excel¬ 
lent lotion for ulcers. Mixed with Gentian it is given in intermittent 
fevers; also useful in passive hsemorrhage and diarrhoea. {Dr. Stewart; 
Murray.) 


P, nepalense, Meisn. 

\tcn.—Sai balon. Pa. 

Common in the Punjab Himalaya from 3,000 to 9,500 feet. 

In Kangra its leaves are applied to swellings. {Dr. Stewart.) 


POLYPODIUM. 


Poljpodium querdfoliuxn, L., Fjlices. 

VtaL—Kadikt^tia or hadick-pan, BoM. 

A fern met with in Bombay and used medicinally in fevers. {Dymoek.) 


P, vulgare, Linn. 

Vem.— Bit/aiJ, aenasil-balb, Arab.; KhanUi, Hind.; BUfayaj, Use. 

Dr. Dymoek informs me he has identified fronds ci this plant 
amongst medicines imported into Bombay from Persia. 


Is carminadve; mixed with liquorice root is used in bronchitis and 
asthma. Natives mix this with Cassia pulp as a laxative in haemorrhoids. 
"^Dr. Emerton.) 
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• POLYPORUS/ 

Pol^porus anthelmlntlcusy Berkeley, Fvhoi. 

Venn.— Wa-mo (Bamboo MvsHBeoK) and TMa»-mo (Worm Mushroom}^ 
Burm. 

Indigenous in Tenasserim. • 

The Pharmacopoeia Indiea speaks veiy highly of (a powder of this 
fungus, pronouncing it a specific for worms. "It produces rio sensible 
effect on the system, but iffollowed on the third morning by a purgative 
the entozoa are expelled in a lifeless state." "^ng witlwut taste or 
smdl, children take it readily.” “It seems well worthy of further 
trials." 0 

Specimens required from Burma, sk also further particulars. 

Pomegranate tree. See Pmdea Gfanatnm, Linn., LTTaxACSx. 

PONGAMIA. 

" Pongamia glabra, Vent., Legdkt ro&s. 

Vem. — Karanj, haranjk. Hind., Dec. : Karanja, Bbno. ; NactamiJa, 
Sans. ; Pungan-maram, Tam. j Kanuga-ehettu, kranuga, Tel. ; Kira- 
mal. Bom.; Unnamarant, Mal. ; Simimn, Timimn, Burm. 

Found in the Central and East Himalayas, extending to Ceylon and 
Malacca. It is commonly met with in the Concans. 

“ The seeds are used as an external application in skin diseases. The 
^ expressed oil of the seeds is used in these diseases as well as in rheuma¬ 
tism. A pojjltice of the leaves is applied to ulcers infested with worms." 
(Hindu Mat, Med.) Ainslie states that the juice of the root may be 
used as a wash for foul sores. 

PDNTEDERIA. 

Pontederia vaginalis, Zinn., PoNTEDERiAcas. 

Vem. — Hania, Bbng. ; Nirocancka, Tbl. 

A native of the borders of the sweet-water lakes or marshy places, 
met with on the Coromandel Coast, in the Concans and in Bengm. It 
flowers during the rainy season. 

The root is chewed for toothache, and the bark eaten with sugar for 
asthma. (Athinson.) 

Poppy. See Papaver Rhaeas, Zinn., and P. aoiBnifenitii, Ztnm., Papa. 

TSSACEJE. 


POPULUS. 

Populus alba, Zinn., SAuciKEa. 

The Able or Wkite Poplar. 

Vem. ~Ckitia bagnm, eaf*dar,jangU-fratt,frae, chanin, Pb. ; Sperder, 
epelda, Afo. 

A large tree, wild and cultivated in the North-West Himalaya up to 
10,000 feet, and extending to Afghinistin, Beluchistin, and on into 
Europe. 

. " Contains some salicine and acts as a tonic; used for purifying the 

blood and in skin diseases. Bark said to beus^l in straiwitty." 
{Baden-Pomell.) , 
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Pofmlus. dliata, Waiu 

' " Huaiatam Poflak. 

VtrB.~ 3 angHai, Nepal ; Sungr&ong, Lbpcha ; Grt^pal,, Kumaun j 
CheluH, SlitUi; Safeda, b&gnu, atari,pakaripi^. Fa. 

A large; deciduous tree of the Himalaya from the Indus to Bhutan, 
between i|.,ooo and 10,000 feet. 

Ooxsionally used as a tonic stimulant and purifier of tha blood. 
{AtkiHson.) 

My P. euphratica, Olio. 

^ ^ Vem.—aoAax, Sind, Pa.; PatiH, BrAHUI t Lasak. 

'a large deciduous tree, generally found on the banks of the, Indus in 
Sind, the upper valley of the Indus and its tributaries in Tibet. 

The bara is given as a vermifuge. 


9 ^ 


P. a%ra, Linn . 

Thi Black or Lombakdt Poplar. 

Vaa.—Sifeda, Pa.; Frost, KashxiR ; Frost, forth, kranudi, bidns, HlXA- 
LAYAN SAXES ; Yarpa, yilatt, Ladak. 

A large tree commonly planted in Afgh4nist4n, Kashmir, the plains 
and hills of the Punjab, up to 12,500 feet in Ladak. 

"The bark is officinal in the plains, an arak being extracted from it 
which is considered depurative. (ZJr. Steviart.) 


PORTULACA. 


9 ^ 


I'Portulaca oleracea, Linn ., Portulack2e. 
Thk Common Indian Purslane. 


Vem. — Linwa-kilfah, loortuh-nonkha, , kkurfa, lunifa or nuniya-shak. 
Hind.; Burrohmia, Beng. j Kur^a, Box.; Zox^Sans.; Buklut-ul- 
hakima, kkurfa, Arab.; Toork {otTuruk), Pkrs.; Coril keeray. Tax. 

Common in Sind and all over India. 

"The fresh leaves are acid, and are prescribed when bruised as a 
cooling external application in erysipelas, and an infusion of them is 
given as a diuretic. In Arabic and Persian works two kinds of this 
plant are described, the large and the small. Both kinds are said to be 
cold and moist, and to have detergent and astringent properties. The 
plant and the seeds are recommended in a great many diseases of the 
kidneys, bladder, and lungs, which are supposed to be caused by hot ot 
bilious humours. They are all praised as an external application in 
burns, scalds, and various forms of skin diseases.” {Dymock.) Ainalie 
quotes Lunan'* Hortus Jamaicensis regarding this drug where it is 
aescribed “ a cooling and moistening herb and of use in burning fevers.” 
Barham says that " bruised, and applied to the temples, it allays exces* 
ave heat, and such pains as occaaon want of rest and sleep.” (Aintlie.) 

^ |P. quadrifida, Zi'ffM. 

Syn.—P. keridiana, Linn.; Roxb. FI. Ini. it. p5s. 

Vwn.— tfoon^a, chhoto luniya, Bkvo.I Pail-kura, Tel.; Pattdie-Urray, 
Tax.) Birikagtuda, Box.; Ckowli, Dec.; Upaiyki, Sams.; Bndtlut- 
uPmoiarik, Arab. 

**The brmsed fresh leaves of this acid and pleasant'tasMd Purslane 
are taescribed by the Tamul practitioners as an external awlication 
i.in akki (Tam.,), erysipelas. An infusion of them is also ordered as a 
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diuretic in dyscoria to the extent of* half a tea><iu>&tl 8 day/ 
{Ainslie’s Mat, Ini, II. a 86 .)^ • 




PotaasiulXL 

POTENTILLA. 

PotentHla nepaiensis, Hook., Rosacea. • , 

Vtca.—RaUaHjot,V^ 

A small procumbent plant not uncommon on the Himalayas*; alti¬ 
tude 6,000 to 7,000 feet. Said by Stewart to be one of the plants which 
yield the root known as Rattanjot, ^ 

The roots are officinal, being considered depurative. They are used 
externally in Ydnini system, the ashes being applied with oil to bums.- 
{Dr. Stewart,) 



P, supitia, 

Common throughout the warmer parts of India from Kashmir to 
Malacca, and ascending to 8,ooo feet in altitude. Distributed to Afghin-. 
istSn and westward to the Atlando, North Asia, and North Africa. 
Very common in the plains of Upper India, commencing in Bebar, 
an^assing northward; rare in Lower Bengal. 

The roots are employed in Sind as a febrifuge. {Murray,) The 
roots of most Potendllas are rich in tannic acid. P. Tormenlllla, a native 
of Europe, is a useful astringent, prescribed in England for diarrhoea as 
a domestic medicine, and also largely used in tanning leather. 

Pothos officinalis, Roxb. SrsSdndaptnaoffidiuiUi Aroidejc. 


9§3 


PRANGOS, 


/ Prangos pabularia, LMl., Uubellifeicc. 

Vets.— Fiturasaliyun, Ps., Bou., SiND; Kornal, Afo. 

Occurs wild in Ladak at io,ooo feet, Kashmir at S.ooo to 6,ooo feet, 
and in Afghinistin around Ghuznee. 

The fruit or seed is said to be stomachic. The roots are a valuable 
remedy in the cure of itch. {Murray.) In Kashmir the fruit is used in 
decocnon to cure the rot in sheep. The plant is considered heating. 
In Bombay the hakims use the fruit as sdmulant and cantunatlve. It 
is said to promote the expulsion of fcetus. {Dyntock.) It also possesses 
diuretic properties. _ 




The roots are used as diuretic and emmenagogue by some haklihs. 
{Dr. Emerson^ • 


PREMNA. 


' Premna integrifolia, Linn., Verbknacea. 

Syn.—P. SERRATIFOLIA, Lioit., oi in Roxb. FI. Ind. iii, ff ; P. bpinosa, 
Roxb, 

Vem.—Arm, Hind.; Ganiari, bhut^irarvi, Beno. ; Gintri, Nepal ; Gan- 
niari, OuDH; Baharcha, Gakhwal ; GauMriki, Sans.; Munnay, 
Tam,; Gkebu-nelli,pinua-nelli^TvuI Chamari, Mar.; Appel, Mal,; 
• Narsel, Bom. 

A smalt deciduous tree of Oudh, North Ben^, South India, Ci^Ion, 
Tenasserim, and the Andanun Islands. • 
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The root is pven in deoodflon as a cordial and tonic. Tl^ leaves 
rubbed along with pepper are administered in colds and leva’s. The 
srtiele plant u used in tM form of decoction in rheumatism and neural¬ 
gia. (Atkifuon.) Sanscrit writes describe the root as bitta, stomachic, 
and us^l in fever, anasarca, ‘urticaria, &c. The leaves are bitter 
and carmir.ative. A soup made of the leaves is occasionally used as a 
stomachic and earminative. The root forms an ingredient ci dtuamulaf 
a prei&ation often described by the native physicians in obstinate 
fews. {Hindu Mat. Med.) The form P. baibata, Wall.,Syx^ P.serrati- 
foui^ RoH>., is that vhich in Bengal bears the name of BhuMnr^rvi, 
Roxbu^ says that the natives of Chittagong use the leaves of P. 
epcule^ in thrir diet as well as in medicine. 

* o 

Premna mucronata, Roxb. 

VenL—Saiar, baiareka, has6ta, agnidm, HlNS.; Agnii, Kukaun ; Ban, 
Utar,giAn, Ps. 

A small tree of the Sub-Himalayan tract from the Chenab eastward. 
The milk of the bark is applied to boils, and the juice is given to 
cattle in colic. {Atkinson.) 

Prenasthes? quinqueloba, Wall. See Senedo Qnlnqndotma, 
Hook.f. 6* T., Composite. 

PRIMULA, 

Primula reticulata, Wall., PanmuicKa:. 

Sya.—P. AiTissiuA and sfxciosa, Don. , 

Found in the Central and Eastern Himalaya, Nepal and Sikkim, alti¬ 
tude 11,000 to iS.000 feet. , . , „ . 

gniH to be poisonous to cattle ; is us^ externally as an anodyne. 
{Atkinson.) The same remark might easily apply to any speaes of 
PAnala. 


PRINSEPIA. 

Piins^ria utilis, Royle, Rosacs*. 

Vtn.—Bhekal, haranga, cherra,jhaiela, Hihd. ] Gurinda, HAzara 
Jinft, Chbkabi BeUing,iUnAyiAa. 

A deciduous thorny shrub of the outer Himalaya from HazSra to 
Bhutan, between 3,000 and 9,000 feet. Also met with in the Khasia 

^'^•^This shrub yields an oil used as a rubefacient and_ as an applica¬ 
tion in rheumatic and pains from over-fatigue.” {Atkinson.) 

Proof Spirft. See Akohtd. 


PROSOPIS. 

Pf ffffq dw ^rfdgera, LBGUKiKosa. 

Vem.—Bans. 1 yilaiid. War, Ps., SJmt, simadi, kandi, Smo, 
Semru, kamra, Guz.} Pvumbe,]ambu, Tau. 

A moderate-sized tree in the Punjab, Sind, Rajputana, Guzd-at, 

7Bundelkhand,and Deccan. ^ 

The pod is ofiBcinal, bemg considered astringent. {Dr. Stewart.) 
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Prunella TUlgaris. See Bnmell* Tylsirit, Ltnn., L&SUT& 
Prunes. See Praam c aninmni a, Buds., Hob&cxb. 

PftUNUS. 

Prunus amj^gdalust Bailion., Rosacxje. 

The Almond. 

Sjn.—AMvaDALUB Communis Willd. 

Var. aaianu 

BitTER Almonds. 

Vera.— Karoe-bidame, Hind., Bom., LouMol-Murr, Arab. iBddamedtaHh, 

• Pebb. ^ 

Var. dnlda. 

Sweet Almonds. 

Vetn.— Mitke-badam, Hind. ; LoueabhaU, Arab.; Badame-sheerin, Pirs- 

Cultivated in Afghinistin, Persia, Kashmir, and the Punjab. 

In Mahomedan works two kinds of Sweet Almond are met with, the 
thick-shellM and the thin. The burnt shells are said to be used as tooth- 
powder and the unripe fruit as an astringent application to the gums and 
mouth. "Bitter Almonds are described by Mahomedan writers as 
attenuant and detergent; they are recommended both externally and 
internally for a variety of purposes. As a plaster made with vinegar they 
are used to relieve neuralgic pains; as a collyrium, to strengthen the 
sight; in emulsion with starch and peppermint, to allay cough. They are 
also considered to be lithontriptic and diuretic, and of use in removing 
obstructions of the liver and the spleen. Applied to the head th(^ kiu 
lice; as a suppository they relieve pain in difficult menstruation; as a 
poultice they are a % 4 luable application to irritable sores and skin erup¬ 
tions. The root of the tree is described as discutient and alterative; it 
is used both internally ani^ externally.” {Dymock.) 

" Bitter almonds produce analogous effects to those of hydrocyanic acid, 
and may therefore be medicinally used in similar cases, but their admin¬ 
istration is not desirable, as the amount of hydrocyanic acid generated 
is liable to great variation, and their effects, therefore, cannot be relied 
on with the same degree of certainty as those ol hydrocyanic acid. In 
large quantities bitter almonds have caused serious and even fatal conse¬ 
quences, their poisonous effects being similar to those of hydro^anic 
acid.” [Bentley and Trimen.) 

" Sweet almonds may be used for the extraction of almond oil, yet 
they are but rarely so employed (at least in England) on account of the 
inferior value of the residual cake. The only other use of the sweet almond 
in medicine is for making the emulsion called Mistura Amygdala.” 
[Pharmacographia.) 

- • 

A good nervine tonic. The juice of almonds mixed with sugar is used in 
coughs. Ht^ims use the charred and powdered shells as a dentifrice, 
with an idea that it strengthens the teeth. Almonds mixed with figs 
are used as a laxative and to relieve pain in the bowels. [Dr, Emerson.) 

armeniaca,*,Zra«. 

The Apricot. 

Venu— Ckuari, mardalu, khoebani. Hind.; ffari, gardalu, tkiran, Pb. i 
> Iser, Kashmir. 

A moderate-sized deciduous tree, cultivated in the North-West Hima¬ 
laya. ^ 
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It is ^ted theft aprieofis f<yin <mtklQtes to hill Sideness. Ih Tibet 
they^e applied after masftc^ion to ophthalmia, and Bellew mentions that 
the (&ied fruit is, in Afghanistan, used as a laxative and refrigerant in 
fevers, Sec, {Dr. Stewart.) 

n 

Prunus communis, BwU. 

The 'I’lum. 

QfiS , Var. doifiesdca. 

( Veia.— OIM, er, aor, Pb. 

Commonly wild and cultivated in Kashmir and Afghdnistin. Mad* 
den states that it is also cultivated about Almora. 

' The dried drupes are demulpent and laxative; rarely employed alone 
for medicinal purposes. The pulp fonr.s an ingredient of Confectio 
Sennse, the Electuarium lenitivum of the old Pharmacopoeias. The fruit, 
stewed and sweetened, is used as a domestic laxative. {Pharmacographia.) 

Var. Indtitla. 

• ^ Syn. — P. BOKHARIKNSIS and P. ALOOCHA, RoyU. 

Vtxa.—Aloo-Bohhiri, Hind., Bom., Pkrs.j Alpo-gadi^atkam, Tam. 

Western temperate Himalaya, cultivated or indigenous, from Garh- 
wal to Kashmir, s,ooo to 7,000 feet in altitude. 

The Bokhara Plum in a dry state is met with in the Indian bazars. 
It is described as sub-acid, cold and moist, digestive and aperient, espe¬ 
cially when taken on an empty stomach, useful in bilious states of the 
system and heat of body. The root is astringent and the gum may be 
used as a substitute for Gum Arabic. {Dymock.) Largely imported into.. 
India and exhibited for sale in every bazar, being largely used as an 
article of food. With a little sugar they are pleasant and refreshing. 

P. Laurocerasus, Linn. 

Cherry Laurel. 

A handsome evergreen shrub, growing to the height of 18 or mwe 
■ feet, native of the Caucasian provinces of Russia, of the valleys of North- 
Western Asia Minor and Northern Persia. 

The leaves are a powerful but uncertain sedative; in large doses a 
violent poison. The leaf-buds are much more powerful than the full- 
grown leaves. They are used in nervous and spasmodic affections. 
The bruised leaves have been employed as an anodyne external applica¬ 
tion in certain painful affections. The cherry laurel water was formerly 
prepared from the leaves, the use of which has now been superseded by 
the more definite hydrocyanic acid. {Pharm. Ind.: Pharmacographia.) 

gjjg P. MaMieb, Linn. 

Venu —Givila or Gakula, Bom. j Makalih, Sind. 

Cultivated in Beluchistan, and probably occurs on the North-West 
frontier. 

The scented kernels are sold in the bazars of North-West India. 
They serve as a substitute for prussic acid in native practice. 

967 P. Padus, Linn. 

• The Bird Cherry. 

'^eXa.—Jamana, Hind. , Likk~aru, arupSti, Nbrar t Hlo ta lilot-h4ng, 
LepchA j Piraa, iala-iat, gidar-dik, eamiu, chile, Pb. • 

A moderate-sized deciduous tree, with dark, rough bark, of die Hima- 
■ -rHaya, from the Indus to Sikkim, between 4,000 and 10,000 feet. 
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Medmnes. 


Yields a pmsonous oil like oil of ^mondsj much used in medicinal 
{ureparations. 


Prunus persica, £enti. 6* Hooh.f. 

Thi Peach. • • 

Syn.—A mtodalus pbrsica, Linn. 

Vem.— Aru, Hind. ; T’a/^/LspcHA j Am, aor, ei^nannu, Pb. j 'GA«w»^ 
eshtdi, Afg. ; SM/t cUi, PsRS. • 

Cultivated in the cooler parts of India; up to 10,000 feet in the North- 
West Himalaya. • 

The fruit is given as a demulcent, an antiscorbutic, and a stomachic. 


P. Puddum, Roxb . • ^ 

Vem.— Paddam, piya^\lm'D.;Kengki, Lbpcha ; Chamiiri, amalgich, Pd. 
Temperate Himalaya ; from Garhwal, altitude 3,000 to 6 ,otM feet, to 
Sikkim and Bhutan, altitude S,ooo to 8,000 feet. Also cultivated in 
Upper Burma. 

Kernel used in stone and gravel. 


PSIDIUM, 

Psidium Guyava, Radii ., Myrtacr®. 

The Guava Tree. 

Var. pyiifenun, Linn, (sp.), and potnifenim, Linn, {wp.) 

'Vem.—Amriit, amrid, H i ND. j Piyara, Beng. ; Amnk, Nbpai. j Modharian, 
Asa. i SegapH, Tam. ; Jama hoia, Tbl.j Malacca oeng, Burm. 

Introduced from America, and now cultivated and sometimes semi¬ 
wild all over India. 

The bark of the root of var. pyrifenun is valued for its astringent 
properties, and has been employed with success in the diarrhoea of child¬ 
ren. It is generally administered in the form of a decoction. The de¬ 
coction serves a good deal in the prolapsus ani of children. The young 
leaves are used as a tonic in the diseases of the digestive functions. The 
bark of the var. pomifeniffl possesses similar properties. The decoction 
of the leaves has been usetl in cholera with some success in arresting 
vomiting and diarrhoea. {Pharm. Ind.) 


PSORALEA. 

PMralea corylifoliO) Linn., Leguuinosac. 

Vem.— Buic/uc, bdbchcc. Hind. ; Hahuck, Bbng*; Bawachi, Bom.; Karpo- 
karishi, Tam. ; Kam, hogi^ittulu, Tam. 

Found in the plains, from the Himalayas throueh India to Cwlon. 

The seeds are described by some as hot and dry, and by others as 
cold, dry, laxative, stimulant, and aphrodisiac; recommended in lepro^ 
and other chronic skin diseases, both internally and externallv as a 
plaster. Said to be useful in bilious affections and as an anthelmintic. 
\Dymoch.') Ainslie says that in Southern India they are used as a 
stomachic and deobstsuent and prescribed in lepra and other cutaneous 
• diseases. Ral Kanai Lai De, Bahadoor, spealu of the seeds as an ex¬ 
cellent stomachic and deobstruent, used largely in cases of leprosy and 
other cutaneous diseases. An extract is prepared from it whict^ mixed 
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tmo* 

i kbUi ofl is cases of leuc^dKma or white leprosy^' 

The apphcation prcmote^ iieaftny action d tite diseued part, and j^adiH 
aily restores the sldn to its natural cotour. 

PTEROCARPUS. 

9/2 \ Pterocatpos Mpmijrium, Jtoxi., Lzouiiinosjs. 

*Gdii KiKp, Eng., Ger, and Fr. 

'Vcoi.— Bija, hnatar. Him).] Darnmnl-aUmiint-landi, Arab.; Khine- 
E’Bsa | Kandamirugm-miraitam, vtngtd, Tam. j 
GandumrugammtUura, ptddagi, ptdei, j Btebla, hootui, atdn, 
t Bom. 

A large tree of Central and i^outh India,found in the forests of* Ceylon 
and all parts of the Madras peninsula, extending north to the Rajmehal 
Hills, in Behar, Often cultivated in gardens. 

Tlie gum is a valuable astringent. Its action being milder, it is 
better adapted for children and delicate females. (Pkarm. Ind.) The 
bark is also used as an astringent. Ainslie says that the natives believe 
in the efiScacy of the gum in toothache. 

973 ,P. santalinus, Linn./. 

The Sander’s Red or The Red Sander’s Tree, and sometimes 
called Red Sandalwood; Santali Rouge, FV . ; Rothes 
Sandelholt, Ger. 

Vera.— Ragat^handan, lakkandan, undum. Hind., Dsc.j Rakta-chafp- 
dan, Brno, j SandaU’ohmar, Arab. ; Sandale-svrkh, I^BS .; Shenshattda-' 
num, Tam.: Erragandkt^uehekia, Tel.: Raiiachanaana, Sans.; 
Kempu-gandha, Kan.; Tambada, Mar.; kathandun, CmoH.; 5o»- 
daku, nata-ni, Burm. 

A small tree of South India, found chiefly in Cuddapah, North Arcot, 
and the southern portion of the Karndl district. 

There are three kinds of sandalwood acccNding to the Sanskrit writers, 
white, yellow, and red. The red variety is described in Hindu works on 
Medicine as an astringent tonic and used as a cooling external application 
for inflammation and headache, &c. {U. C. Dutt.) The Mahomedan 
writers recommend the lue of white sandalwood in bilious fluxes, of red 
sandal when blood is beings passed, and of two combined when the stools 
contain bile and blood, (pymoek.) 


5^4 


PTBROSPERMUM. 

Pteroqiermuin acerifolium, Wiiid., STERomucEA, 

Vera. — Kanalhchampa, *(^ 1 , Brno.; /fotr^aila, Nbpal; Gaiii, Magh.; 
Tenngpetwoon, Burm. 

A tall tr^ with thin, grey, smooth bark,* met with from the North- 
'Western Himalaya, in Kumaun, altitude 4,000 feet, to Chittagong, 
Tenasserim, and the Concan. 

The down on the leaves is used to stop bleeding in wounds. 
{Gambh.) Used also as a generd tonic. 

P. lUberfoUumy Lam. 

\rtsn.—Rtutkukunda, Sams. ; Bath, Vktia i Lelagu, Tel.; Tadd^ Tam. ; 
VtUnge, CtNOH. 

Fcmnd in the Western Peninsula, Madras, Pondicherry, &c.; at Ava, 
■jAmherwi, and in C^lon. 
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MedictMiff. 
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The flower made hito a fjaste with kdnuka i(rice viit^ar) forms an 
application for hemierania. {Hindu Mat. MpL) ^ - 

Ptydiotis AJowan, DC. See Cama coptknua, Benth., UiCBZixisxita. 

P« COptlCfty DC. See Cama cc^iicaa, Benth. 

P. RoxbUfghiana> DC. See Canm Roxbncahianim, ^entk. 

PUERARIA. 

I*ueraria tuberosa, DC., LsauHiNosac. 

• Vern. — Bilai-akand, Hind. ; DarifTKi.. 

Met with on the Wesl Himalavas, tropical zone, ascending to 4/xx> 
feet in Kumaun j also in the hills of Western Peninsula and Orissa. 

^ Roxburgh says that the root is applied in the form of a poultice to 
the swelling of the joints. Also given as demulcent and refrigerant in 
fevers. 


PULICARIA. 

Pulicaria crispa, Benth., CoMPosiTis. 

Syn.— Francckuria Crispa, Cass. 

Vem.— Bii, gidi, sutei, pkaimer, Ps. 

Found in the Punjab and upper Gangetic Plain and eastward to Behar 
In the Salt Range the dried plant is bruised and applied as a vulner^ 
ary to bruises, &c., of bullocks. {Dr. Stewart^ 

Pumpkin. See Cncuibita Pepo, Linn., Cucurbitacejs, 

Puneeria coag^lans, Stocks. See Withaoia coagnlaas, Dunal. 
SOLANACE*. • ’’ 


PUNICA. 

Punica Granatum, Linn., Lythraces. 

The Pomegranate. 

Vem. Hind.; Dalim, Brno.; Darimba, Sans.; Skajraiur- 

^mmdn, Arab ; Darakkie-Tiir, Pkrs. -.Anir. Dec. ; Midalai-chikeddi, 
Tam. j Dintmma-cfuttu, TR\..t Dtlimba, Kan.j Ddlimba, Mar. • 
Dadam, Guz.; Said-bin, or Tali-bin, Burm. ’ 

«India, probably wild in the Nca-th-West. 

" The fresh juice of the fruits is much used as an ingredient of cool- 
refrigerant mixtures of some medicine for dyspepsia. The 
rind_« the fruit is used as an astringent in diarrhoea.” T^e se^s are 
cmsidered to be stomachic, the pulp cardiac and stomachic. {Hindu 
^1 Potoegranate peel, combined with opium and an aromatic, 
cloves, is a most useful remedy in chronic dysentery as well as in 
diarrhoea. _ A decoction of the bark followed by a purgative acts as an 
anthelmintic. {Phamiacographia.) The efficiency of flie root-bark as 
a remedy for tape-worm is now well established in Inffia. It is given in 
the form of docoction prepared with two ounces of the fresh bark, boil^ 
in a pint and a h^ of water, till but three quarters of a pint remain. Of 
- this when «»ld a wine-glassful may be drank every half hour till the whole 
IS taken. This quantity occasionally sickens the stomach a little^ but sel¬ 
dom fails to destroy the vermin, which is sjon after passed. {Ainsli^ 
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RilSiBS Cassia. Su Cwifa Lintt* IxQvmsoaM. 
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PUTRANJIVA. 

fl79 Pufcrai^lTa ^ozburgbil, Wall ., Euphokbiacez. 

Sjm.-'NAOBIA PUTRAKJIVA, Xoxb. 

’Ven.—^iia pttiM, jcii, pitra-jiva. Hind.; Puiijan, Pb. j Karupale, 
, Tam. ; XaireMiivt, TBt,; JtvanapMiara, Bom. ; Jmuv^utr, Mar. j 
Pongalcan, Mal.; Tonhyap, Burk. 

A moderate-sized everefreen tree with pendent branches of the 
Sul^Himalayan tract from the Chenab eastward, Oudh, Bengal, Burma, 
and South India. ' ^ ' 

The leaves and the stones of the fruit are officinal in some parts of the 
Punjab. (Dr. Stewart.) Given in decoction in colds and fevers. 

Pyxt^thrum indicum, DC. See Cbiyiaatbenuni iadicnw, Linn,, 

COMPOSITJE. 

Pyrozsrlin. See under Goatypiaai. 


PYRUS. 

S>8o Pyrus communis, Linn^ Rosackae. 

'' The Pear. 

Vtsn,~Tang, batang, nashpati, Pb, ; AmrUd, Arab. 

Believed to be wild in Kashmir j cultivated in the North-Western 
Himalaya, altitude 2,000 to 8,000 feet, and in West Tibet to altitude 10,000 
feet. 

Fruit contains much sugar and is nutritiE%. 

P. C]i;donia, Linn. See Cydonia Tulgaria, Pers. 

Quassia. See Plcnsma Quaasioides, Benn., Siharubeje. 


QUERCUS. 

981 LQUctcus incana, Roxb., Cupuufe&s. 

* I Veni. — Bda, bdnj, rinj, Pb. 

A large everCTeen tree of the outer Himalaya, from the Indus to 
Nepal, generally betj^reen 3,000 and 8,000 feet; cultivated at Saharanpur. 

Acorns are gpreedily eaten by wild animals; the bark is used for tan¬ 
ning, and the leaves are lopped for fodder. The acorns form the medicine 
known in the Punjab as Balut, given as a diuretic and in gonorrhcea, and 
also as an astringent in indigestion, diarrhoea, and asthma. 

982 |,Q. IttfeCtoria, Oliver. 

The Gall or Dters’ Oak, 

" A middle-sized shrub, native of Greece, Bosnia, Asia Minor, and Syria, 
extending east to the confines of Persia, with eylindriod acorns, the leaves 
gi^ underneath, yidding the galls used in medicine and dyeing which are 
ifijgorted into Europe from the Levant.” (Brandis.) 
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It seems probable that a lar|fe iq^opor^n of the gsSs imported into 
India are the produce of this species. 

Galls are known to be the most powerful of vegetable adtrineents. 
They are recommended as an antidote in pcnsoning by vegetable alkmoids. 
Tincture of galls, diluted with ^ater*is a very useful astringent ^rgle and 
wash. The ointment of galls, either alone or in combination with opium, 
forms a valuable application to haemorrhoids. {Bentlty Shtd Trimen^ In 
the Phartnacopceia the galls are described as astringent, tqpic and anti- 
periodic. They are prescribed by the native practitioners in India, in 
dysentery and marrhoea; they are mso given as tonics in intermittqpt fever j 
the powder, moistened with a little water, is applied to chapped nipples; 
and made into a soft ointment, it is a useful application to blind piles. 
(Ai^slie.) , ^ 

Quercus lamellosa, Smt'M. 

Vern.— Shalshi, parate-singhali, budgrat, N. E. P.; Evh, LepcHA. 

A large, handsome tree, with large leaves, having many regular, parallel 
veins and sharply serrate. Met with in Nepal and eastward to Sikkim, 
Bhutan, Naga hills, and the m* untains on the Burma and Manipur 
frontier. 

The bark and acorns are used in medicine. • 

Q. Pachyphylla, Eurz. 

Vem .—Bara katis, Nepal j Hlosiri, Lepcha. 

A large, evergreen tree of higher ranges of the Sikkim Himalaya, 
above 7,000 feet. 

The bark and the acorns are used as astringents. 

Q. Rober, Linn. 

The Common (Jak. 

A native of almost the whole of Europe from Portugal and the Greek 
Peninsula. 

The dried bark is a powerful astringent, useful in chronic diarrhoea, the 
advanced stages of dysentery, and intermittent fevers. {Pharm. Ind.) 

Quicklime. See Caldnm. 

Quince. See Cydonla vulgaris, Pen.^ Rosacs:s, 

Quima or quinine. See 


QUISQUALIS. 

rQuisqUSdis mdica, Linn., Combretacsac. 

Vem.— Rangin-hi-bil, Dec. j Irangin-malli, Tam.; Rangdnu-maUg~ 
chethi, Tel. ; VUayati chamheli. Bom. 

Found throughout India, altitude o to 1,000 feet. 

In the Moluccas, the seeds are supposed to be anthelmindc. Four or 
five of the seeds are given udth honey or jain in the form of an electuary 
I for the expulsion of entozoa in children. {Pharm. Ind.) 

Pfieinc. See Vitis vlnlfen, Linn., AHPKLiDEjt. 
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' rX^ia. 

Raadla dumetorum, Zan.. Rubucxjb. 

Syo.— R. Lonoisfina, Z7C, 

Vdrn.—rVain/Aa/, manyul, iarhar, arar. Hind. ) tfindla, mandiolla 
Pb.) amuki, Nepal; PanJi,LErcHAiPatira, Urjya; Madatia 

Sans.; Joutal, Arab. ; Madu-karray, Tam. ; Honda, Tel. 

A small, thorny shrub, common on the Himalaya, from the Chenab 
eestwaSxL 

The fruit is described by Sanskrit writers as the best and safest ctf 
emet^. Externally applied it acts as an anodyne in rheumatism. An 
infusion of the bark is used as a nauseating m^cine. It is also applied 
to bruises, mixed with cowdung. 

R. uligiaosa, DC. 

Vem.— Pendari, Bom. 

Found in East, Central and South India ; in Sikkim and Assam. 

The unripe fruit, roasted in wood ashes, is used as a remedy in 
diarrhcea and dysentery, the central portion, consisting of the stone and 
seeds, bdng rejected; it is astringent. (Dymaci.) 


RANUNCULUS. 

Ranunculus sceleratus, Zinn., Ranunculaceje. 

Syn—R. iNDicus, Xoxi. 

Vem.—P 

An erect annual i to 3 feet high, met with on the river banks in Bengal 
and Northern India, in the marshes of Peshawar, and in the warm valleys 
of the Himalaya. 

A common annual weed on our churt and river banks and damp 
fields, ap^ring during the cold season. It may be described as cosmo¬ 
politan. The Romans called it Sardonia, from the idea that when eaten 
It produced convulsive and forced or heartless laughter. This name was 
derived from Sardinia, where the plant was probably first obtained, and 
where it is reported at the present day to be very plentiful. As its botani¬ 
cal surname denotes it has a dozen evil or unpleasant properties. It fre¬ 
quents dirty, slimy places; it is “ scelerate, ” because of its acrid, vesicant 
properties. It was formerly used in Europe by professional beggars to 
produce or maintain blisters or open sores intended to excite sympathy. 
Roxburgh remarks that it has no native name, and that its properties are 
apparently unknown. It certainly possesses a very powrful principle, an d 
one would expect to find it taking a place in the practice <rf herbalism. 
Water distilled from a decoction retains its acrid character, and if this be 
allowed to slowly evaporate it leaves behind a quantity of highly insoluble 
ctystals of a very inflammable character. The boiled plant is, however, 
wholesome, and the peasants of Wallachia use it as a vegetable. {Sowerbys 
English Botany.) This fact might prove serviceable in times <rf scarcity, 
since, in most parts of India, many ^uare miles, especisdty along the sandy 
river basins, are often covered with the plant, and it lasts almost to 
the rains. 

The fresh plant is poisonous, and produces violent effects if taken inten- 
nally. The braised leaves form an application to raise blisters, and may • 
also be used to keep open sores caused by vaication, or by other means 





RAPHANUS. 

r Raphanus sativus, Linn,, Cb.uci7eilb. 

Raqish. • • 

Vem.— ifiti. Hind, j Af 4 ld, Bbno. j Pngil, Arab, j Turh, Pbrs. j tt-ulli 
Dbc. ; MuUangi, Tam. j Uullangi, Tbl. j UuUangi, Kan. j Mdult, Bush 

Cultivated throughout India, and up to 16,000 fdht in th^Himalaya. 

The seeds are diuretic, laxative and lithontriptic, and the roots are used 
in native medicine for urinary and syphilitic diseases. 

Rasot or Rusot. See Serbeite. 

‘RAUWOLFIA. 

'Rauwolfia serpentina, Bemh., Apocynacsjb. 

Sya.— Opbioxylon saaPBNTiNjM, Linn. 

Vem.— Chandri, chkoUxkird. Bbno.j Pdtala-gandhi, Tkl. j Chmanna- 
ttvUpori, Mal. ^, .v ^m-UtUtu-Cc 

Found in the tropical Himal^a and plains near the foot of the hills 
from SirUnd and Moradabad to Sikkim.' * 

The plant is highly esteemed by the natives as an antidote to snake¬ 
bites. It is also valued as a tonic and a febrifuge. Horsefield states that 
the root yields a strongs bitter infusion.^ It is also employed by the 
tavanese as an anthelmintic. A decoction of the root is employed in 
labours to increase uterine contractions. {Pharm. Ind.) 

Realgar. 

Vera.— tlanahsila, Sans. 

** Realgv is purified by being rubbed with the juice of lemcns or of 
ganger. It is used inteisially in fever, skin diseases, cough, asthma, &&, 
and externally in skin diseases. In fever, it is generally us^ in combina¬ 
tion with mercury, orpiment, &c.” ( U. C. Dutt.) 

Rectified spirit. See Si^ihaa Rectificatna. 

REINWARDTIA. 

Reifiwardtia tr%;yna. Planch., Linea. 

Syn. —Linum trigynuk. 

VerXL— Karkdn, taur, gud bated, basani, bil-basant, Pb. 

Met with in the hilly parts of India from the Punjab eastward to 
Sikkim, ascending to 6,000 feet, Behar, Assam, and Chittagong, and 
southward from the Bomtoy gh&ts to the Nilgiri hills. Said to be used 
as a medicine for founder in cattle. (Dr. Stewart.') 

Resin. Set ^edea of Pines and AUe% ComrsEac. 

RHAMNUS. 

Rhanintis cathartics, Linn., RHAitNits. 

COMHOK or PuRSINQ BUCKTHOEK. 

A robust shrub indigenous to North Africa, the greater pan of 
Europe^ and stretches eastward to the Caucasus and into Siberia. 
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From the juice of the bcFri^ U pr^ared a syrup hawiv strongly 
purgative prc^erties, much ‘more used as a medicine for animals than for 
man, Vhe pigment Sap Green is also made from the juice. {Pharma- 
cographia.) The recently-expressed juice is_ us^ as a hydragogue 
cathartic in dropsical affections, obstinate^ consdpation, &c. {Pharm. Ini.) 

Rhamnus puFpurens, Edgar. 

yexOf^—Bal sitijal, kirn, memariri, kiiyi, Pb. 

Common up to near the Indus at from ^500 to 9,500 feet. 

In Ciazara the fruit is used as a purgative. 

R. Wightll, w. &f A. 

Vem. — Raita-rohida, Bom. • ^ 

Found in the Western Peninsula; from the highest hills of the Konkan 
southward to the Nilgiris; also met with in Cqrlon. 

The bark is highly esteemed for its tonic, astringent and deobstruent 
properties. {Dymock.) 

Rh&t&oy. See Krameiia tiiandra, Eiftz et Pav., Folyoalea, 


RHAZYA. 

‘997 Rhazya Stricta, Decaism, Apocynaces. 

Vm. — Sunwar, Hind, j Gartdera, Pb. j Sehar, seewur, Sind. 

Found in Sind; also common in Trans-Indian territory, Salt-Range 
and Peshawar, 

The juice of the leaves is given with milk to children for eruptions, 
and an infusion of them is very useful for sore-throat, low fevers and 
gener^ debility. The leaves, which are very bitter, are sold in the baxars 
in Sind, the natives uang them in the preparation of cooling bitter in¬ 
fusions. Dr. Stocks describes the infusion as'a good and peculiar bitter 
tonic, and recommends it for trial. {Dymock.) 

The dried leaves and stalks are sold in the Sind bazars. Used as a 
latter tonic, {Dr. Emerson.) 

RHEUM. 

998 Rheum Emodi, Wall., Polygonacks. 

Sjn. — R. Wkbbianum, Rtyle. 

ytCa.—Hindi-revand-chini, Hind. ; Bangali-revanlchini, Bsno. j Rivaude- 
hindi, Arab. ^Jdivandt-hindi, Pkrs. ; Nif-ri-revan-chlni, Dec. ; Naihi- 
iriv(d-chinni, Tam.j Nattu-rival-chiHni, Teuj Gamni-rnoH-ckint, 
Gvz. 

Frequent in parts of the Punjab Himalaya from 6,200 fo 14,000 feet. 

This species and R. MoorcrofUajium and R. spedforme are the chief 
sources of Himalayan or Indian Rhubarb,. _ _ 

The Indian rhubarb is used as an astringent tonic and purgative. It 
is less suitive than the imported rhubarb and has been often pronounced 
worthless. Dr. Cleghorn assers that only an inferior variety reaches the 

g ains. He found that the action of the fresh root is equal to-that of 
ussian rhubarb. He therefore suggests that if the plant be cultivated 
with due care, it may produce a good serviceable drug similar to 
cl^ese (X Turkey rhubarb {Pharm. Ini.) 
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Rheum Moorcroftlanum, Wall. * 

For vernacular names and medicinal properties, tte Rlma 

R. sp. ? • . 

Tukext Rhvbakb. 

The dried root is primarily a mild and e£ 5 cient cathaAic ; secondarily 
astringent j in small doses, stomachic andl,astridgent (Bharm. Jnd.) 

R. spiciforme, 

For vernacular names and medicinal properties, tee Rheum Bmodl. 

. ' 

RHflNACANTHUS. 

''Rhinacanthus communis, Nees., Acanthacejc. 

Venu— Palik-joohie, Hind, j Jooi-pona, Beno. ; NagamuUy, TaV. ; Har- 
gamollay, Tel. j Pul-colli, Mal. ; Gach^karan, Bom. 

A shrub, 4 to 5 feet; met with in South India (Travancore). 

The fresh root and leaves, bruised and mixed with lime-juice, are a use-«| 
ful remedy for ringworm and other cutaneous affections. The seeds also 
are efficacious in ringworm. (Ainslie: Royle.) The root-bark is a 
remedy for the affection of the skin which the Europeans call Dhobie’s 
itch, Malabar itch, &cc. (Dymock.) 

RHODODENDRON. 

Rhododendron Anthopogon, £>. Don., Ericace.s. 

Vem. —ffichni raitankdi, nera, Jkelum; Taeak-tsum, Talie-far, 
Kashmir. ^ 

Found in the Himalaya, from Kashmir to Sikkim, above 11,000 feet, 
and on the Chor and Kedarkanta, with white or pale yellow flowers. 

The leaves of this plant and of R. lepidotum are aromatic, and their 
smoke is considered useful in some diseases. They are supposed to have 
stimulant properties. 

R. arboreum, Sm. 

Vern. — Chkdn, Hazara j Arddnal, manddl, rhiu, bras, HlMAtAVAN NAMES j 
Brus, Kv MAV tt ■, BAarans, Nepal; Stab, Lepcha ; Mir-ratmal, Cinoh. 

A small, evergreen tree of the outer Himalaya, from the Indus to Bhu¬ 
tan, between ^,000 and 11,000 feet, hills of South India and Ceylon, 
Kareenee hills in Burma. 

The young leaves are poisonous. The flowers pre said to make a good 
sub-acicl jelly. They are also medicinal, and applied to the forehead 
for headache. {Dr. Stewart.) 

R. campaxiuiaLtam, D. Don. 

"Vtxn.—Gaggar, Kashmir ; Ckimul, Kumaun ; Sarngar, shinwata, skargarj 
simrung, Himalayan names; Cherialu, Nepal. 

An evergreen shrub, with thin grey bark, of the inner Himalaya, from 
the Indus to Nepal, between 9,500 and 14,000 feet; outer ranges on Chor 
, and Kedar\canta; Sikkim at 11,000 feet. 

The leaves are poisonous to goats. Mixed with tobacco, it is made 
into a medicinal snuf^ useful in cdds and headaches. 
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yaa,—r»tiima, Bavru, 

For medicinal properties, tu R. AailiopogeiL 

Rhubarb. RlHoaEiMdl. fFM, ^’oltgonacxb. 

, ’ - RHUS. 

Rhus^acuniitiata) DC, See Rhus snccedanea, Linn,, Akacakdiacejb. 
R. buckiamela, Roxh. See Rhus sealndsta. Murrey, 

XO07 R. coriana, ZiVrff. 

Thb SuxAca Tkes of Eu^pk. 

Vent — Tatrak, Hind,; Sumak, Arab., Pbrs, 

The plant is not a native of India, but the fruit is imported in large 
quantities from Persia. 

The leaves of this tree have long been known well in Europe as an 
article of commerce. The fruit was used in Europe as an astringent in 
dysentery. In Mahomedan works, the fruit is described as edd and 
dry, astringent and tonic. It checks bilious vomiting and diarrhoea, 
haemoptysis, haematemesis, diuresis and leucorrheea. It strengthens the 
gums, and is useful as an astringent in conjunctivitis. It is also applied 
to sores either alone or mixed with charcoal. The leaves and fruit are 
boiled down, and a liquid extract is obtained, which is used as an astrin- 
Mnt j leaves are m^e into raultices, which are applied to the abdomen in 
the diarrheea of children. The leaves and fruit are used by Mahomedans 
as a styptic, astringent and tonic. {Dymock,) 

R. Kakrasing^ee, ReyU, See Piatada Integerthoa. Stewart,, Ana- 

CAKDIACXS, 

X008 R. parviiiora, Roxh, 

' Vem. — Tung, rai ting, timra. Hind., Pb, 

A shrub of diy slopes of the North-West Himalaya, and of the hills 
of Central^ India, with a yellowish, close-grained wood. 

Used in Hindu mraicine, and, mixed with salt, is said to act like 
tamarind. {Stvaart,) 

X009 R. Seml-sUata, Murray. 

' Syn.— R. BUCKIAKBLA, Roxb, 

Ven. — Baikiawela, Nepal ; Takkril, Lipcha j Talri, arhkar, oriel, Pb,: 
Daihmila, disw^, N.-W.-P. 

A moderate-sixed, deciduous tree of the outer Himalaya, from the 
Indus to Assam, ascending to 7,000 feet j Khisia hills. 

The fruit is given in colic. 

xoxo jjUius auccedanea, Linn, 

Veca.~Kiiratingi. Hind., Boh.; KikrasringU 'Bwa, Kariatasringi, 
Sans. ; Rammalai, Nepal : Falri, arkot, Pb. ; Kdkaranngi, Dec. ; 
KtMata-Mngi, Tam. j Kiiara^shingi, Tel, ; Kakada^iingt, Mar. 

A small, deciduous tree, with thin bark of Himalaya, from the Jhelum 
to Assam, Khisia hills, from 2floo to 8,000 feet. 

“The hom-like excrescences caused insects on the branches dt Rlua 
aaccedaaea are caled harkatc^sringi.” " They are large, hollow, thin-walled, 
genet^ly cylindrical, tapering to either extremity.” “They are considered 
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tonic, expectorant and as^l in cough«j^i\;5!s, atthtna, fever, want of 
appetite and irritabili^ of stomach.” {mndu "Ma|iomed< 

ans describe them as hot and dry, usefel in chronic pulmona^ ^fecdon^ 
especially those of children, alw in dyspeptic vomiting and diarrhoea j 
they notice their use in fever ana waiTt cn appetite, and say that th^ are 
a good external application in cases of psc^iasis.” {Dymock.) 

R. Wallichli, Hook . f . 

Syn. —R. VxBNiciFBaA, DC. 

Vem. — Akoria, kaunH, bhalHn, N.-W. P. | BhAtaio, thoH, Nxpal,^ aTsSf 
tal, gadimial, arhhar, Pb, 

A small or moderate-sized tree of the North-Western Himalaya, Ifom 
2,000 fo 7,000 feet. . ^ ^ , 

"The juice of the leaves is corro^ve, and blisters the skin.” {Gamhle. 
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RISES. 

Ribes orientale, Poir ., Saxifkaoacka. zoxa 

Vem.— Nangk0,pkitlaHck, Chenab. j AskAia, Ladak. 

A shrub of Kashmir and Baltisthan, altitude 8,000 to 12,000 feet. 

Rice. See Oiyza aativa. 

RICINUS, 

Ricinus communis, Linn ., Euphorbiacea. xot3 

*- Castor oil is regarded as a mild and most efficacious purgative, and 
useful in costiveness, tympanitis, fever, inflammation, &c. It is much 
valued in chronic rheumatic diseases. The root of the plant is said to be 
useful in various forms oj rheumatism, such as lumbago, pleurodynia 
and sciatica, &c. (Hindu Mat. Med.) The Mahomedans consider the oil 
a powerful resolvent and purgative of cold humours, and prescribe 
it in palsy, asthma, colds, couc flatulence, rheumatism, dropsy and 
amenorrhoea. The fresh juice.is used as an emetic in poisoning by 
opium and other narcotics ; made into a poultice with barley meal it is 
applied to inflammatory affectiohs of the eye. The root-bark is used as 
a purgative and alterative in chronic enlargements and skin diseases. 
(Dymock.'\ The leaves are used in the form of decoction or poultice as an 
application to the breasts of women to increase the secretion of milk. 

Tm decoction when used internally acts as a lactagogue and an emmen- 
agogue. {Bentley ty Trimen.) 

See List of 6 'ii.s ano Oil Seeds. 

ROCCELLA. 

Roccella fUdformis, DC ., Lichenes. 10x4 

Occurs in Ceylon and India. 

R. tinctoria, DC . 

This and the above spedes are used chiefly as a chemical test. 

Pr. R. Haines says that R. tinct(»ia and other allied spedes form an in¬ 
gredient in “ Goa powder.” 

jun Bark. See Soymlda febtifega, / use ., Meuaceas. 
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. ROSA. 

10x6 Roia alba, £<««., Rosacxs. , 

Veto.— AmnM, BENa,, Hind. 

A native <jf Caucasus and Afghanistan; cultivated in India. 

The powers ate used in perfumery, and also as a cooling medicine in 
fever. 

c 

1017 R. canka, Linn. 

Doo Rose. 

The ripe fruit is officinal only as an' ingredient which is frequently 
used as the basis of electuaries, and also for the formation of pill masses. 
(Pharitt. Ind.) The root has been recommended in hydrophobia. {Motlie.) 


10x8 Rosa ceatifolia, 

The hundsed-leaved, or Cabbage Rose. 

Vem. — GtUib , Hihd.j Dec.; Beno.; Yard , Arab.; Gtde ^ rih , 

Pees. ; Jroji , Tam. ; S ^' a , Tel. ; Paninir , Mal. ; Culabi , Kan. ; Nesi ~ 
pom , Buru. 

A native of Caucasus and As^iaj cultivated in India. 

The petals and the volatile oil obtained from the petal form the offi¬ 
cinal parts. The petals are said to be mildly laxative. The oil or the attar 
(rf roses is employed in medicine to disguise the unpleasant odour of 
certain ointments, and other external applications. 


zoxg R. damascene, Mill. 

* Vem.— ffu/ai. Hind., Dec. ; GoU ^, Beng, j Yard , Arab, s Gult - surkh , 

Pers. ; Jroja , Tam. j Sifa , Tel. j Paninir , Mal. j Gulabi , Kan. ; Ntai - 
pan , Burm. 

The commonest Indian garden rose; cultivated for attar. 

"In India rose buds are preferred for medicinal use, as they are 
more astringent than the expanded flowers; they are considered to be' 
cold and dry, cephalic, cardiac, tonic and aperient, removing bile and 
cold humours; externally applied the petals are used as an astringent. 
The stomens are thought to be hot, dry and astringent.” {Dyntock.) 


Z020 GftllicS, Linn. 

Fkench or Red Rose. 

Native of Europe and Asia Minor; cultivated in India. 

Tlie dried petals are slightly tonic and astringent, and useful in 
debility. 


ROSMARINUS. 

zoax [Rosmarinus officiaalis,Zm»., Labuta. 

Rosexaey. 

The oil is carminative, chiefly used as an ingredient in stimulating 
Emments for alqiecia. 

* 4 * 
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ROSTELLl^LARIA. 

Rostellularia procumbens, 2Vees, Acakthxacs. X 093 

VfSXU—GMU^Upapra, Boi. * 

A small plant very abundant during the nuny season^ It hasa {aindy 
bi^r, disagreeable taste, and is used as a substitute for Fmaariar the true 
Pit-papra. [Dymock.) • 

Rottlera tlnctoria, Jioxi. See Uallotas pWHpphiei i tf a, Mul\JLrg^ 

£uPHOBB1ACX2. 

• . ROUREA. 

^Rourea santaloides, W. v A., Connakacea x<kq 

Veni.— Vardhara. 

Found in the Western Peninsula, from the Concan to Travancore, and 
Ceylon. 

The root is used medidnally as a bitter tonic in rheumatism, scurvy, 
diabetes and pulmonary complaints. Many fanciful virtues are also 
attributed to it by the natives; it is believed to promote the growth of 
faetus in utero, the development of which has been arrested. (J^mock.) 

ROYLEA. 

R(^lea degans, Wall ., Labiata. xoa^. 

Vtfm.~Patkarru, Hind.; Ti^iH, Kdnaun ; Kaur kauri, Pb. 

A shrub with grey bark, of North-West Himalaya, from the Ravi 
to Nepal, up to ^jooo fedu 

The leaves are used as^ bitter tonic febrifuge. 

RUBIA. 

, RubJa COrdifolia, Linn., Rubiacex. 1035 

-• The Indian Madder. 

Sys.—R. Munjista, Roxb. 

’Vven.—Manjit, Hind., Bom.j Mat^isiha, Bitsa. i Jfatffiiika, Sasb, i 

Foveak, Arab, j Rinds, Pers. ; Uanjitti, Tam. ; TamravaUi, Tel.; 

Manjustha, Kan. 

A small, herbaceous creeper, met with throughout the hilly districts of 
India, from the North-West Himalaya eastward, ascending, to 8,000 
feet, and southward to Ceylon and Malacca. • 

Indian madder is chiefly used in medicine as'a colouring agent. It is 
also useful as an astringent in external inflammations, ulcers and skin 
diseases. {Hindu Mat. Med.) It is considered by Mahome^n writers 
to be deobstruent, and prescribed in paraWsis, jaundice, obstructions in the 
urinary passages ana amenorrhoea. The fruit is useful in hepatic 
obstruction, and the roots, made into a paste with honey, form a goocf ap- 
plication to freckles and discoloured skin. Ainslie says that an infusion 
of the root is prescribed by the Mahomedan doctors to women after 
* delivery, to procure copious now of lochia. 

Rue. See Rots gniTeoleaa, Linn., Rctacsx. 
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, RUM]^ 

Rum^ acutuSi Rtxl., PoLTaoNACU. Set Rums W«lficlii4 Meun, 
R. vesicajius, Linn. 

Veto.— Ckuka, Hind. ; Cknhapatang, Bemo. ; Chukra, Sans. ) Humnuu, 
KtMf.iTurskak, Pess.; Skakkan-Urai, Tam.j SkuUhMMraiu, Tel.; 
JCala-kheiirioun, BtfRM. 

Wild'^and cultivated in Sind; common in arid pla^, in the Salt 
Ranfs and Trans-Indus to 3,000 feet, also in South India; cultivatal in 
the Deccan. 

The Rumea vericatlnt has obtained the name of Sorrel in India. It is 
an^article of diet, and is considered by the'natives as cooling and aperient, 
and to a certain extent, diuretic. (Atnslie.) , The juice is said to allay the 
pain of toothache, and by its astringent properties to check nausea, pro¬ 
mote the appetite, and allay morbid craving for unwholesome substances. 
The herb also is considered very cooling and of use in heat of stomach, 
and externally as an epithem to allay pain, especially that caused by 
the bites or sting's of reptiles and insects. The seeds are said to have 
similar properties, and are prescribed roasted in dysentery, and as an 
antidote to scorpion stings. The root is also medicinal. 


ze 27 R. Wallichil, Meisn. 

• ' SyBL—R. ACUTUS, Roxb, 

Ven.—fangteiialai, Hind. 

“ The plant has cooling properties; the leaves are applied to bums 
and the seeds are applied as the lij-band of the bazars.” (Atkinson.) • 
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Ruta augustifollam, Pers . See RuU graveolens. Linn., Rutacxjb. 

R. ChalepcnsiSi Wall. See Ruta graveoleds. Linn. 

1R. graveolens,/;»»»., w. augastifoiia. 

Garden Rue. 

Syn.— R. Augustifolia, Pers. ; R. Chalbpensis, Wall. 

Vets. — Saddb, Hind., Pers.; Fijan, Arab.; Sadi/, Dec.}Arvadi, 
Tau ; Sadifia, Tel, ; Nagadi^appu, Kan. ; Sadip, Guz. ; Arudd, 
CiNOH. 


A. small, branching under-shrub, 2 to 3 feet high, cultivated in Indian 
gardens for the medicinal properties of its leaves and seeds. 

“ The leaves dried and burnt are used by the Hindus for the purpose 
of fumigating young children suffering from catarrh; they are also 
freshly bruised and inixed with arrack as an external remedy in the first 
stages paralytic affections; dried and powdered they are prescribed 
in conjunction with aromatics in cases cf dyspepsia (Ainslie ); they are con¬ 
sidered tO be injurious to pregnant women.’’ A Mahome^n author de¬ 
scribes it hot and dry, tonic and digestive and capable of increasing the 
urina^ and menstrual excretions. Rue was consiaered by early European 

e aotitioners as antispasmodic, stimulant and emmenagc^e, and useful in 
'Steria, flatulent colic, epilepsy, and infantile convulsions. It has also 
been described as anthdmintic and an acro-narcotic poison in overdoses. 
{Dymocki Pharm. Ind.) The Oil of Rue may be externally used as a 
rubefacient. 


&«iUaceM«acfaialls, ZiW/., Liuaces. 

Q 
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SACCHA^UM* 

^Sacdiarum Mara, Xoxi., Grahinsx. 

Vera. — Sarfat, Him. > Sot, Bbno., Darga, ianda, Pb. ; Gundra, Til. 

Common in the plains. 

The root is officinal in the Punjab under the namegarbu gan^. It is 
burned near women after delivery, and near burns and scalu, its smoke 
being considered beneficial. {Dr. Stewart.) 

I S. officinarum, 

SugarCanx. 

Vera. — DiA, ganni. Kind.; Ai, Bemo. jS ans.; Oosaitcs^ailar, 
Arab. ; Nai-shakar, Pers. j Canda, Dec. : Kurumhu, Tam. ; Cheruku, 
Tel. ; Usa, Mahr. ; Karinpa, Mal. ; Khaibu, Kan. ; Kiyin, Bu8M. 

Grown extensively in Bengal and some parts of India. 

Pure cane sugar is officinal, being considered demulcent, nutritive, and 
dietetic. The root is also supposed to be demulcent and diuretic. The 
juice of the sugar-cane is said to be the best antidote to arsenic. Sugar 
and treacle are largely used in native medicines. Refined sugar is em¬ 
ployed in pharmacy for making syrups, electuaries and losenges, and is 
useful not merely for the sake (5 covering the unpleasant taste of other 
drugs, but also on account of a preservative influence which it exerts 
over their active constituents. (Pnarm. Ind.j Pharmacographia.) 

Saffron. Set Crocui Mtivus, Linn., IsroEiS. 

Sago Tree, Bastard, See Ouyota ureiui, lAnn., Falils. 

SagUS UeviS, Rumpk., Palux. See Metroxylon Sagu, Rotti, 

St. Ignatius’ Bean, See Stiyclmoa Ignatii, Sergius, Locakucxx, 

SAJJI. 

Sajji or Barilla is in India prepared from the following plants, all of which 
belong to Cheflopodiaceas ;— 

I. Afithrocnemum indicum, Moq., Coromandki, Coast. 

a. Caroaylon tetidum, Moq., Sind and Punjab. 

3. Caroacylon Giiffithil, Moq., Punjab. 

4. Sallcorala btacbiata,S underbuns and Coromandel. 

& SalsoU Kali, Willd., 

o. Suseda frutlcow, Forsk., Sind and Punjab. 

7. Suseda Indica, Moq., Sunderbuns and CoROUANbEL. 

8. Snada nudiflora, Moq., Pondicherry. • 

It is an impure Carbonate of Soda prepared by burning the above men¬ 
tioned plante which contain alkaline matter; it is theramre of vegetable 
origin, and is known to the natives as Khar-suji or suji-khar {Hind). 

The process by which this substance is prepared is carried on during 
the month of October and the three following months. The plant is first 
cut down and then allowed to dry. The next step is to dig a pit in the 
ground of a hemispherical shape and about 6 feet in circumference and 
3 feet deep. One_ or more vessels having holes are placed inside the 
, pit, the holes bring kept closed when the operation begins. The dry 
plants are graduallv burned in the vessels, and during the process a Uqidd 
substance is_ found to run down the veswl. After all the liquid ha? run 
down the residue is stirred up by means of a flat piece of wood andHept 
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covered over with earth Jor tliree or four days till it cools, when any 
portio^ of it may be taken as wanted. 

Tms substance is primarily antadd, and secondarily alterative. It is 
a valuable remedy in aridity of the^ prinue vise, and in canfialgia, 
. diarrhcea, datulettce, and vomiting connected therewith. (Pharm. Ind.) 


^ ’ SAL AMMONIAC. 

Sal itomoniac. 

Sal ammoniac or chloride of ammonium may be formed by nentra* 
litfw hydrochloric arid with ammonia and evaporating to dryness. 

Tms substance is alterative in small and continued doses^'and in 
larm doses stimulant. It is useful “inbhronic affections of the lungs 
and of the liver and spleen, in dropsy connected with hepatic and ovarian 
disease, in passive haemorrhages, especially haemoptysis, in neuralgic and 
rheumatic affections of the face, in certaiin forms of nervous headaches, in 
amenorrboea, in hooping cough, and in intermittent and continued fevers. 
Locally or externally, it nas teen applied, in solution, to indolent tumours, 
enlargM glands, incipient mammauy abscesses, hydrocele, bruises, spraiins, 
and certain chronic sain diseases.” {Pharm, Ini,) 


SALICORNIA 

Salicornla brachiata, Itoxb., Chxnofosucijc. 

SjtL—Wifkfs Icon i, tsS. 

VtOL—Quoili or ioyali, Tel. 

A gxegarious, herbaceous shrub, growing abundantly on the coasts of 
India and on the margins of salt lakes. DeCandolle quotes Wallich as 
giving Nepal as a region where the plant is also met with. 

This is one of the numerous sources of the Alkaline earth, saj'jt, used 
in medirine and also in the arts. (Compare list of plants given under 
Satji.) 

S. indicai Willd. See Ax&naumm indicniBi JIfog. 


SAUX. 

Salk babylonicai Zinn., Saucinex. 

■ The Weeping Willow. 

Vetn.— Tissi, bhod, Nepal; Giir, Kashhie ; ^iso, hada, hatira, Pb. 

Commonly cultivated in North India; said to be indigenous to the 
Sulaiman Range. 

The leaves are officinal, being considered tonic, possibly from the salirine 
in them. {Dr. Stewart.) 

S. Caprea, Lm*. 

V«tn.— mtuhk, Pb. ; Khilif, Arab. ; BeieonuM, ncBB. 

Grown in North India, usually from cuttings. 

The flowers yield on distillation a scented water which is highly valued 
as a me^cine, being cordial, stimulant, and aphrodisiac, and is externally 
amilied in_ headache^ and ophthalmia. The asnes of the wood are useful in 
IsqnQptysis, and mixed with vinegar, applied to tuemorrhoids. The stem 


Medmntsi 


and leaves are astringent, and the juice and gum are also used medicinally 
{J)r. Stewart.) . 

The flowers are imported from Persia into Bombay under tile name 
Btd’-mithk, 

• » 

Saliz sp. 

Vtm.—Bedkkist.Vi. • 

Used as a laxative. ” • 

tetrasperma, Roxh. y 

Vem. — Pdni^amd, Hiirr,) Pant jama, Bevo. ; LaHa, bains, N. W, India; 

Bis, biisa, bakskel. Pa.; Yir, Vdlunj, l^hd, Dec.; Atpipa.- 

, lai, Tam.; Etipdla, Tel.; Atrapala, Mal. ; Momaika, Burm, 

A moderate-sized, deciduous tree found throughout India, on river- 
banks and moist places, and in the Himalaya valleys ascending to 
6,000 feet. 

The bark is said to be febrifuge. Sir W. O’Shaughnessy carefully 
examined the bark and failed to detect any trace of salidne in it. 
(Pharm. Ind.) 

Salmalia malabarica; Schott. See Bombax malabaiicum, DC., Mai.- 
taces. 

SALSOLA. 

Salsola indica, WilM, See Suseda Indica, Moj., Chenopoducex. 

S. Kali, Ten. 

Vem.— 

This is one of the plants that are burned for the manufacture of Saiii, 
wHch see. * 

Salt, CommOD. See SqfUum Chloride. 

SALVADORA. 

SalTadora oleoides, Dene., Salvasokacsa. 

Sya. — S. INDICA, Royle. 

Vem. — Jkal, Hind.; Kabbar, jkdr, mithi-didr, Sind.; JH, rdn, Pb.; 
Vgkai, koku, Tam. ; Khaikansla, ptlu. Mar.; Kakkan, Bom. 

A large, evergreen shrub m tree of Sind and Punjab, ascending to 
3,000 feet in the Trans-Indus hills and to 2400 feet in the Salt Range. 

The oil obtained from the seeds by expression is used as a stimulating 
application in painful rheumatic affections and after child-birth. The 
root-bark is used as a vesicant. 
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The oil is a bright green fat of the consistence of butter. The 
yellowish substance sold in the bazar is much adulterated. (Dymoch^ 

S. persica, Garnn. 

f The tooth-brush tree. 

Syn.— s, WiGHTIANA, Hook.f. 

Vem.— Ardk, Arab.; DaraUtit-misvak, Pers.; Kabbar, kharU^ar,pUit, 
Sind; ykdl, Rmputana, Kaurivan, jkdr, Pb.; cifl, ttgkai.TAU.i 
• Waragu-wenki,’tns..}Pilu, Mm.; KaJikan, Bom. . * 

A small, evergreen tree wild in Sind, Rajputana, Guzerat, Konlun, 
and the Circars. 
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In Mahomedan wock«, the fmlts are dea^bedas debbstraent, car¬ 
minative and iSur^c. leavliM may be used in the form of a poukice 
to relieve the pain of tumours, piles, &c. The wood is used as a tooth¬ 
brush to strenphen the rams. Aintlie says that the bark is' a little 
«arm and somewhat acrid, and is^recommended by the Hindu doctont 
to be used in the fc»'m of a decoction in low fever, and as a tonic and 
stimulant in ramenorrhcea. The bruised bark of the rout acts as a 
vesicant. Incasesrof sni^e-bites, the seeds when administered internally 
have beeti found to produce good results. Th^ are also said to be a 
good jnurgative. (Dymock.) 

r- SALVIA. 

t 

Salvia laoata, Roxh., Labiatx, 

X042 IS. Moorcroftiana, Wall. 

Vetn. — Kilijirri,,tholri,gMrgumw, Ps. 

One of the above two species is commonly wild in the plains of north¬ 
west Punjab, in the Salt Range, and in the Himalaya to 9,000 feet. 

The root is given in cough, and the seeds are used as an emetic. The 
M'ves are a medicine for guinea-worm and itch, and in the form of 
poultice applied to wounds. At Lahore the seeds are given in colic and 
dysentery, and are applied to boils. {Dr. Stewart.) 

X043 S. ofiidnalis, Linn. 

Garden Sage. 

VviL—Saliia, Hind, j Se/aiuss CAinslie). 

Native of South Europe. The leaves are imported into India. 

They are regarded as a feeble tonic, astringent, and an efficient 
aroijfatic ; formerly employed as a stimulant tonic in general debility 
an(]^n weakness of digestion. They are also known to be diaphoretic 
and anti-spasmodic, but their chief use is as a wash for aphthous 
affections of the mouth and as a gargle in sore-throat and relaxation 
of the uvula. The leaves are macerated to form a drink used in febrile 
affections to allay nausea. {Bentley and Trimen.) 

X044 S. plebeia, R. Br. 

' 'Vem.—SatM, tamindar toi, Pb. 

Common in the Punjab plains and to 5,000 feet in the Punjab Hima¬ 
laya. ^ 

The seeds are used in gonorrhoea and menorrhagia. 

X045 Bth. 

* ''SttlL—TuUmMiala»ga,'Pe. 

A common in the Salt Range and Trans-Indus to 

3,500 feet. 

The seeds are used in diarrhoea, gonorrhoea and haemorrhoids. 

SAMADERA. 

Stinadera faidica, Oartn., Sikaeubsie. 

Vm.-^Karingketd, Mal. j Samadara, ClNOH. j ICaihai, BvRH. 

A tree 30 to 35 feet higb, of the Western Peninsula, South Concan and 
A Malabar ; also met with in Ceylon. 




Medtiitiejf. 




The bark is u»d by tiie natives ^ a i^brifii^ An oil extracted 
from the kernels of the fruit forms a etx)d application in rheumatism. 
The bruised leaves are externally applM in eiysipelas. The se^ are 
worn round the neck as a preventive of asthma and chest affections. An 
infusion of the wood is also taften aS a g^eneral tonic. 


Siilt 

m 


, Samara Ribes, Benth. V Hook. f. See Embelia Ribeg, Burm., Mtrsikes. 
, S. robUStai Benih. ^ Hook.f. See Embelia robnata, Roxb. 


^AMBUCUS. 

Sambucus nigja, Linn., Caprifoliacxx. 

Common Elder or Bore Tree. 

A shrub or small tree reaching a height of so feet, native all parts 
of Europe. The flowers are imported into India. 

The flowers are gently stimulant and sudorific. They are some^mes, 
prescribed as a laxative to infants. In large doses they are said to 
cause nausea and diarrhoea. Elder flower water is used as a vehicle 
for other medicines, especially in lotions. It is mildly stimulant. 
(PAom. Ind.) 

SanguisU8:a. See Leech- 

5ANSEVIERIA. 

Sansevieria zeylanica, wnu., Hahodoraces. 

The Bow-STRiNfi Hemp. 

Syn.—It seems doubtful if the Bengal plant (S, Roxburohiana) should be 
viewed as the same as that met with in Ceylon. 

Vern. — Murba, murahara, murgli, Beno. ; Murva, SanS. ; Ghoruua- 
phan, Mahr. ! Murgali, Dec. ; laallai, ntangi, Salem ; Tshama-cada, 
chaga, saga, Tel. ; Maril, Tam. 

A stemless bush with a rosette of 6 to 8 succulent leaves, the inner 
ones being often 4 feet long and ending in a long straight spine; scape 
rising from the centre l to 2 feet long, flowers greenish, white, erect, 4 
to 6 together in clusters. (Compare with Yucca glorioaa.) 

It makes its appearance on the coast of Bengai, extending to the Mad¬ 
ras Presidency, common on the Coromandel Coast, in grrat abundance 
in Cumbum and in Dindigul district. It is ^so plentiful in Ceylon 
extending to Java, the coast of China, and AWca. It is probable that 
tlw Java and African plants are distinct species, the Utter bearing the 
name of S. gnlaeeiutis. 

“ The root is prescribed in the form erf electuary in chronic cough and 
consumption.” \Amsterd. Cat.) 
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It is supposed to be an antidote to the bite of the Ghonisstaia, hence 
the Mahr. name. (Dymoci.) 
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SANtALUM. 

i album, Lintt., Sasulacsm. 

Thi Whits Samdal-wood tsee. 

'Vta.—Otumdan, tufti^kandan. Hind, i Chandan, Bbno, ] Chandana, 
triUumd^SiKW. i Sandal, Dae.; Shandanak-kattai, Tah, ; GandJuipu- 
eHxkka, Tsl. ; Chandana, mutti, Mal. ; Gandkaki-chekk*, Kan, f 
Gandhdchat-kdda, Mahr. ; Nasaphiyn, sandaMi, Burm. 

small, evergreen tree of dry region of South India. "It grows 
naturally in the (£*ier parts of Mysore, Coimbatore and Salem districts, 
exlending south to Madura and north to Kolhapur, generally at an 
elevation of from 3,000 to 3,000 feet, in poor soils, and seeking the pro¬ 
tection of hedgerows and scrub jungles.” {(Gamble.) 

Sandal-wood is described in Hindu medical works " as bitter, cooling, 
astringent and useful in biliousness, vomiting, fever, thirst and heat of 
the IxMy. An emulsion of the wood is used as a cooling application 
to the skin in erysipelas, prurigo and sudamina.” (Hindu Materia 
Medica) The wom, ground up with water into a paste, is commonly 
implied to local inflammations, to the temples in fevers, and to skin 
. diseases to allay heat and pruritus. It also acts as a diaphoretic. A 
yellow volatile oil is distilled from the wood, which has been reported as 
a remedy for gonorrhoea. (Pharm. Ind.) It has of late been prescribed 
as a substitute for copaiba in modern European medicine. (Pharma- 
eo^aphia.) The autnor of Makhean-ul-Ad'aiya describes the wood as 
cold and dry, cardiac, tonic, astringent, alexipharmic, antiaphrodisiac, 
a resolvent of inflammatory swellings, &c. He recommends an emul¬ 
sion in bilious fever on account of its cooling and protective influence over 
the heart, brain, stomach. Sec. As an external application a paste made 
with rose-water and camphor, or with sarcocolla and white of egg, may 
be applied to relieve head ache or to any kind of inflammatory swelling 
or slun affection. (Hymock.) , 

Saatoninum. See Aitemiria niRfiHniR, Zitin., Coufositx. 
SAPINDUS. 

XO 50 Sapindus Mukorossi, Gartn., Safindacex. 

The Soap-nut Tree of North India. 

Sya.—S. DETERGENS, Roxb. 

Vem.— RUha, dodan, kammar. Hind. ; Dodan, Pa. 

A handsome, deciduous tree with pey bark, cultivated throughout 
North-West India and Bengal. 

The seeds are used medicinally in salivation, epilepsy, and as an 
expectorant. 

XQ5Z S. trifoUatus, Lim. 

• The Soapnut Tree. 

Syn.— S. Ekbroinata, Vakl. 

Vera.—‘Riika, Hind. ; Bara-ritha, Bsnq. ; Ariehta, Sanb. j Findaqu*- 
Hindi, Arab, i Ratah, Pers. j Ponnin kattm, Tah. j Kdkudu-kaydiu, 
Tel. ; Rithi, mahr. j Uidvmtn-sue-khi-ti, Bdrh. ; Ritha, Bom. 

A large tree of Bengal, South India and Ceylon. . 

The fruit is descrited by Mahomedan doctors as hot and dry, tonic 
"'arid tdexipharmic; four grains of it mixed with wine or sherbet can cure 
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colic. 

^steria andT melancholy. Made*'into plaster witlT vinegar .. _ 

applied to pdsonous bites and scrofulous swellit^. Tboroet is^oaefu 
as an expecttM'ant. {Dymocm.) * 


The nut is used in paralysis and epilepsy. The tfowdered root ii 
useful in bronchitis* &c. The nut rubbed into a ^latl^ vith water is 
smd to be an antidote for snake-bite. (Dr, Emerson.) , 

t 

. SAPONARIA. • 

Saponaria Vaccaria, Caktophtixejb. 

Syn.— Gypsophila Vaccaria, W. & A. 

Vem.— ? 

Met with in wheat fields throughout India and in Tibet and Sind. 

" The mucilaginous sap of the plant is used as soap by the natives for 
washing clothes, and is said to be an efficacious cure for itch.” (Murray.) 


SARACA. 

^ Sataca indica, Zinn., Leguhinosje. 

' Sytu— JONESIA Asoka, Roxb. 

Veau—Asoi, Hind., Bbno. j Asoia, Sans. ; Aseta, Cuttack ; D^era, 
timbelu, CiNOH. j Askuniar, Kan. ; yassoondi, asoia. Box. ; Thaw 
ia-hpo, Buru. 

A tree of East _ Bengal, South India, Arracan and Tenasserim. 
Often cultivated for its handsome flowers. 

The bark is much used by native physicians in uterine affections and 
especially in menorrhagia. A decoction of the bark in milk is generally 
prescribed. (Hindu Mat. Med^ 

The Bombay gardeners call the Guatterla longlfolla (Anonacese) 
” Asoka, ” and have an idea that it is the male of inAiry, 

(Dymock.) 

SarcocoUa. See Astragalus, Sp., LEGtmiNosst. 


SARCOSTEMBOA. 

Sarcostemma brevistig^ma, Wight &- Am., ^scupiadu. 

Syn.— ^Asclrpias acida, Roxb, 

Vem.— Somtaid, Beno. ; Soma, Sans., Bom.'i T^a-tdtumaodoo, 

Tel.; Muwa-hetriya, CiNOH. 

Met with in Deccan Peninsula, also in dry rocky places. 

Water passed throiuh a bundle of Somalata and a bag of salt will 
extirpate white ants from a field watered by it. The ancient Hindus 
uwd to prepare an intoxicating liquor from the juice of the plant mixed 
with barley and ghee. (Birdwood^ 

Sarsaparilla, Indian. See Hemldesmns Indfcns, R. Br., Asclspiadu. 

S. Jamaica. See Smflsw offidnsHs, Hunb. Sonpl. & Runth, Lili^cu. j 
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^S^AFRAS. 

Sassafras offidsale, Nm, L/iuuKSi^ 

Sassafras. 

Sya.—LVC sub Sassafras, linn. 

A tree,i20 to Atf feet high, native of the forests (rf North America, 
from Cana<^ to Florida. 

Tits dried root is imported into India and used medicinally for its alter¬ 
ative, tonic, stimulant and sudorific properties. It is useful in chronic 
rheumatism, seconds^ syphilis, scurvy and skin diseases. The volatile 
cal obtained by distillation of the wood is stimulant, carminative and 
diaphoretic. (Pharm. Ind.) In British practice it is only given in com¬ 
bination with Sarsaparilla and guaiacum. 


SAUSSUREA. 

X056 Saussurea candicans, Clarke, Couposim. 

* Syn.— Aplotaxis candicans, ZfC. j Cnicus candicans, WaU-, Carduus 

HETEROUALLUS, Don. 

Vem. — Batula, kali girl, Pb. 

Found in sub-tropical and temperate Western India and the Himalayra, 
from the Salt Range, Hazara and Kashmir to Bhutan, altitude 2,000 to 
7,000 feet. 

The seeds are collected in the Punjab for the drug-sellers. 
{Dr. Stewart.) * 

XQ57 S, Lapiia, C. B. Clarice in H. Br. Ind. 

y The Costus. ^ 

Syn. —Aucklandia Costus, Fdlc .; Aplotaxis Lappa, Dene. 

\ffn.—Kit,kot, kustOT iust-ta’k. Hind.; Pachak, kui\ Beng; Ku'shiha, 
•Sans.; Kostum,^tchui, Tam. ; Changala, kustam, Tel. ; Kust, Arab; 
upttleta, Guz.; Goda mahanel, Cingh; Sepuddy, Mal. 

It would seem that for a long time Costus Root or kust was referred 
to a species of Scitiuninee; most probably from the resemblance of the 
scent to that of Orris root. The genus to which it was attributed received 
the name of Costus, the perfhme being said to be obtained from 
C. anhiens, Willd. The common and elegant plant of our jungles 
Cosfaia Rpedotua, Sm., was supposed to be nearly allied to the hypothe¬ 
tical species C. uabicna, but to be scentless. It is remarkable that 
while It has now been clearly proved that the plants which belong to the 
genus CoitnR have npthing to do with the Costus root of the ancients, 
the vernacular names Keo, kust should in Bengali be given to 
C., ipedosns, names which are also applied to the true Costus. The resem¬ 
blance of the root to Orris or Iris, a plant nearly allied to Costus spedosus, 
is another remarkable coincidence. Falconer in Linn. Soo. Trans., 
Vol. XIX, Part I, p, 23 {1842), proved beyond doubt that the kust of 
Upper India was the root of v^at he called Ancklsiidia Costus (since 
reauced to Saussurea Luipa), and he concluded that this was the Costus 
of the ancients from the following reasons;— 

" 1 st —It corresponds with the descriptions given hy the andent 
authors. 

Coinddence of names; in Kashmir the root is called koot 
'■ « and the Arabic vernacular is said to be kust, both being.givoi 





a9 synonyins*by tha Persian hakims} they are also the names 
^ wUch the medicine is knSwti in*all the bazars of Hindustan 
Proper; in Beng^ the Kashmir root is called P-aichak, and it 
appears by a note in Or. Royle's illustrations that Garcia ab 
Horto gives Pucho A the>Malay synonym of Coatus Anihiet^ 
'* 3rd—Koot is used at the present day f<x the same purposes in 
China, as Costus was formerly applied to by tlse Creeks and 
Romans. < 

••4th—The direct testimony of the Persians that Kust comes from, the 
borders of India, and that it was. not a product of Ar^ia. 
“5#A—The commercial history of the root gathered in Kashmir under 
the name of KustP {Dr. Dymock’s Hat. Med.) I 

“«This root is collected in enormous quantities in thp mountains of 
Kashmir, whence it is cortVeyed to Calcutta and Bonibay, and thence 
shipped for China. The drug has a pungent, aromatic taste, with an 
odour resembling that of orris root. There is an excellent account of it, 
with a figure, in Professor Quibourfs Histoire des Drogues tome iii, p. 
25. {Science papers by D. Hanbury, 237.) Costus Root is remarkably 
similar to Elecampane both in external appearance and structure. Costus 
is an important spice, incense and medicine in the east from antiquity 
down to the present day; it would be of great interest to examine it 
chemically with regard to Elecampane.” (Pharmacographia.) 

Kust IS collected in large quantities in Kashmir and exported to the 
Punjab, where it fin^ its way all over India and is shipped from Bombay 
and Calcutta to China and the Red Sea, a small quantity finding its 
way to Europe. Falconer describes two forms kust^-talh and kust'i- 
sheereen, the latter being the chief article of commerce. 

Kust has been used in Hindu medicine from the earliest ages. It b said 
to be aphrodisiac and tonic, and useful in diseases arising from deranged 
air and phlegm, also ’in asthma and for resolving tumouj^s {Meer 
Muhammad Husain). It was formerly smoked as a substitute for opium. 
U. C. Dutt, in his Hindu Materia Medica, states that the “ root is 
described as aromatic, stimulant and useful in cough, asthma, fever, 
dyspepsia, and skin disease. Mr. Baden-Powell gives an interesting 
summary of the uses of kusts the dried powder is the principal ingredient 
in a stimulating ointment for ulcers; it is a useful hair-wash ; it is used as 
an ingredient in a stimulating mixture for cholera ; the root is a valuable 
perfume and is a preservative to woollen _ cloths. It imparts a pecuHar 
odour to I^shmir goods. It is exported in enormous quantities to China, 
where it is used in incense similar to the manner the Costus was used by 
the Greeks and Romans. 

Savanilla Rhatany. See Knunena Izina, Linn., Polyoalss. 
Savine, Conunon. See Jonlpems Sabina, Li*tn., Cohifekx. 

SAXIFRAGA. 

/ Saxifraga llg^lata, Wall, yar. dUata, Rqyle, Saxifragacsx. 

Vera.— Bat put, papal, shafrochi, banpatrak, dakaekrd,PB. ; Paehanbkeda, 
Bom. 

Met with in temperate Himalaya, from Bhutan to Kashmir, 
altitude 7,000 to 10,000 feet, also common in Khdsia mountains, altitude 
4,000 feet. 

The root is used as a tonic in fevers, diarrhoea and ccnigh, and also as 
an antiscorbutic. It is bruised and appli^ to bdls and abo in ophthalmia. 
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It it also conritlerrf absotbent and aivoain dysentery. {Atkinuni 
jWar#.) In Sind d« root» rubbed down and given wth honey to 
cmldrtn when teething. 

S c a tntno fly, Set Coimdnlui Scamnioaia, Linn., CoKTOLvcutoui. 


SCILLA, 

io59 SdOa^lqradntiaoides, Linn., Limcut. 

I, Syn.— LanEBOVRiA hyacinthoidbs. Rotk. 

VeiXL— Bkulhindi, lakdna rdnaidndd, Boh. 

The plant is met with in dry, sandy plaTns in Masulipatam, Madras, 
both Concans and Bundelkhand. 

The bulbs possess a bitterish, nauseous, acrid taste, and are em¬ 
ployed in South India for the relief of strangury and fever in horses. 
{Atnslie.) _ 


They were used as a substitute for squills at the Bombay Medical 
Store Dep6t for many years, and appear to have been found quite as 
efficient as those of Urginea Indlca now in use. {Dymock. 

S, indiCA, Jtoxb. Ste Utglnealadlca, Kunth. 


SCINDAPSUS. 

Xo 6 o Scindapsos (Pothos) officinalist Schott,, Akoidkx. 

Vein.— Gaj-t^li, Bari-^ipU, Hind, j 
Sans.; Hatti-pipli, Dec.; Atti-H^ 

AtMMili, Mal.; DoddirhipttUi,KA 
p^er, Guz. 

Common in many parts of India. 

The dried fruit is a stimulant, diaphoretic and anthelmintic. [Pharm. 
Ind.) It is also aromatic and carminative, and useful in diarrhoea, asth¬ 
ma and other affections caused by deranged phlegm. {Hindu Mat. Med.) 


Gajap^ul, Bkno.j Gajapippali, 
K,, Tam.; Enuga-pippalu, Tel,; 
N.; Thora-pimpK, fAKta.,', Mettg- 


SCIRPUS. 

xo 6 x Scirpus Kysoor, Roxl ., Cyfekacks. 

* \aa.—Ku)uru, Hind., Ktatr, Beno,; Kastruka, Sahb. 

Met with in Bengal. 

Used medicinally. 

SCOPOLIA. 

XO 62 Scopolia lurlda, Dunal, Solanacu. 

Sya.—Aaisonus luaioANS, Link. 6f Otto, 

Vera.-? 

An herbaceous plant of the Himalaya. The leaves when bruised emit 
* a tobacco-like flavour. 
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A tincture of the leaves, if administered, produces (filatadon of the 
pupil. {Pharm. Ind,) . ' 




Scopolia praealta, Duml., Se^ Pl^sochlaiaa ptndta, Hook. /., I 

SOLANAC£S. I 

Sea-foam. * Jh^T 

The above name is a translation d the Sanskrit word Satkttdra-pjfona, 
which is applied to the bone of the cuttle fish, used in maki^ tooth- ^ 
powder. 

Sebeptens. See Cordia. 

SECALE. 

Seeale cereale, Linn., GRAinNEat. 

Common Rtk ; Ergot. 

Cultivated in many parts of Europe. 

Ergot is stimulant, its action being chiefly directed to the uterus and ' 
the genito-uri nary system; hence it is highly valued as a parturifacient*' 
and emmenagogue. It is supposed to be astringent. '{Pharm. Ind.) 



SECAMONE. 

Secamone emetica, Sr., Asclkpiadkjs. X065 

A climbing shrub, common in many parts of India. 

Regarded by the natives as possessing powerfully emetic properties. 

{Pharm. Ind.) 

• 

SEMECARPUS. 

Semecarpus Anacardium, Linn.f., Anacakoiacea. 

The Marking-nut Tree. 

Vera. — Bhila, bhilavan. Hind. ; Bhela, bhelatuki, Brno. ; BhaUia, UsiVA ; 

Kongki, Lepcha; BhaUitaka, Sans,: Haibul-fokm, Arab.; Bilidur, 

Pers. ; Bhilavan.'DEC.i Shen-iottai, Tak. ; yidi-vittulu, Tel. ; Ckerui*- 
kuru, Mal. ; OiVii, KAN. ; Biba, Mahr, ; Bhilimu, Guz. ; Khi-si, 

Burm. ; Bibva, Bou. 

A deciduous tree of the Sub-Himalayan tract from the Sutlej east¬ 
ward, ascending to 3,500 feet, and the forests of India, extending to 
Chitt^ong but not to Burma. • 

“ Ime acrid juice of the marking-nuts is a powerful vesicant, and is 
often employed by the natives for producing fictitious marks of bruises. 

The ripe fruits are regarded as acrid, heating, stimulant, digestive 
nervine and escharotic, and are used in dysprasia, piles, skin diseases, 
nervous debili^, &c.” {Hindu Mat. Med.) “ The Mahomedan doctors 
conrider the juice to be hot and dry, useful in all kinds of skin diseases, 
palsy and other diseases of the nervous system. Externally it is applied 
to cold swellings. In Goa, the nut is used internally in asthma after 
having been steeped^ in butter-milk, and is also given as a vermifuge. 

* The juice is also given in scrofulous, venereal and leprous affections." 
{Dymock.) The bruised nut is applied to the os uteri by the native 
women to procure abortion. {Pharm. Ind.) 
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SE^CK). 

Seaedo densiflorus, Wall., Coxposits. 

Syn.-^. AMQUL08U8, Wall. 

Veni.—fAiiawiila, Pb. 

Found in Central and Western Himalaya, from Nepal to Bhutan, 
al^tude 5,000 to 7,000 feet; Khiisia Mountains, altitude 4,000 to 6,000 
feet t Burma. 

Tne leaves are applied to bmls. (Dr. Stewart.) 

S. tenuifolius, £urm. 

Syn.— S. LACiNiosus, Am. 

Vem. — Sangfffe,-mtniog, nimidr. Pa. 

Met with in Western Peninsula; on the dry hills of the Western 
Chits from the Concan southward.... 

Mr. Honigberger states that it is officinal in Kashmir. The nimhar 
of the Lahore drug-sellers may probably be the produce of this plant. ’ 
(Dr. Stewart.) 

Senega. See Polygala tenega, Linn., Poltgalsa 
Senna. See Cu^ 

Serpentary root. See AilatolocUa lerpentaila, Linn., Akistolochiacea. 
Z069 Serpent poison. 

• SESAMUM. 

ZO 70 Sesanum indlcum, Linn., Pedaliioje. 

Gingellv or Sesame oil; BKNNfi-oiL, Huile de Sesame, Pr./ 
SesamSl, Germ. 

Vem. —Mithi Ul, krishnortil. Hind.; 7W, Bkng.; Tali.StMs.i Sim- 
eim, Arab. ; Kumad, Pers. ; Wal lenney, yeUotxheddie, Tam. ; Manchi- 
nine noavoUoo, Tkl; Bdrik-te'l, Dec.; Hnan, Burm. 

This plant is commonly cultivated in India, where it is indigenous. ( 
It is now cultivated in nearly every tropical country. 

In Hindu medictd works, three varieties of til seeds have been 
described,—black, white and red. The black kind is the best suited for 
medicinal use. "Sesamum seeds are considered emollient, nourishing, 
tonic, diuretic and lactagogue. They are said to be especially service¬ 
able in piles, by regulating the hiowels and removing constipation.. 
Sesamum see^ eround to a paste with water are given with butter in 
bleeding piles. Sweetmeats made of the seeds are also beneficial in 
this disease. A poultice made of the seeds is applied to ulcers. Both 
the seeds and the oil are used as demulcents in dysentery and urinary 
(fiseases in combination with other medidnes of their dass.” (Hindu 
Mat. Med.) " In decoction the seed is said to be emmenagogue; the 
same preptu'ation, sweetened with sugar, is prescribed in cough; a com- 
pouna decoction with linseed is used as an aphrodisiac; a (Haster made 
of the g^round seeds is applied to bums, scalds, &c.; a lotion inade from 
the leaves‘is used as a hair wash, and is supposed to promote the 
growth of the hair and make it black; a decoction of the root is said 

^to have the same prc^rties; a powder inade from the roasted and ' 
deu^cated seeds is ctuled Rahitte In Arabic and Arwah-i-kunjad in 
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Persian; it is used as an emollienf both externally and inteniall};. 
{Dymock.) Sesamum oil has been employed as a substitute for plive oil 
in the preparation of the Linimentum calcis. The seeds if taken lamlv 
are capable of producing abrntion^ In amenorrhoea a wann s!tz*Dath 
containing a handful of seeds has been found very efficacious. {Pham. 
Ind.) 


SESBANIA. 

Sesbania aculeata, Pers., Leguuinoss. 

Vem. — Brihut-^hakramed, Hind. ; Dhanicha, Bkno. ; Srror^ilgna, Tam.; 
* Bhuiavali, rdnskeva^i, Mahr. , 

Met with in the plains from the West Himalaya to Ceylon and 
Siam. 

Mentioned by Baden-Powell amongst his drugs. 



S. segTptiaca, Pers. 

Syn. —/SsCHYNOMENE Sesban, Linn. 

, Vem. — rdsin, Hind.; JayanH, Beng., Sans. ; Ravasin, Dec. ; 
S’AotkiW, Make. ; ^ait, Jaintar, Pb.; Chemfiai, TAts.i Sdmanti, Tkl. ; 
Champa, Mal. 

Found in the plains from the Himalayas to Ceylon and Siam, 
ascending to 4,000 feet in the North-West. 

The seeds are applied in ointment to eruptions, for which the juice 
of the bark is also given internally. They are also said to be stimulant 
emmenagogues. The leaves are applied in the form of a poultice to 
hydrocele and rheumatic swellings. 

• 

^S. grandiflora, Pers. 

Syn. —/EsCHYNOMEN# GRANDIFLORA, £tnn. ;|AgATI GRANDIFLORA, DeSV.} 
CORONILLA GRANDIFLORA, Willd. 

Vem. — Basna, Hind, j Bak, Beng.'; FaSo, Sans.; Bagfal, Sunderbans; 
Agdsta, Mahr. ; Agati, Tam. ; Avisi, Tel. ; Agase, Kan. ; Ponkpan, 
Burm. 

A short-lived, soft-wooded tree, cultivated in South India, Burma, and 
in the Ganges Doab; cultivated in Bengal for its flowers, used in worship¬ 
ping gods. 

The bark is very astringent and is recommended as a tonic. An infu- 
aon of the leaves may be used as a cathartic. The juice of the leaves is 
a common remedy for nasal catarrh and headache; and for this purpose 
it is blown up the nostrils when a copious discharge of fluid relieves the 
pain and weight in the frontal sinuses. The leaves are also said to be 
aperient. {Dymock.) An infusion of the bark i^ pven in small-pbx. 
{AmsUrd. Cat.) I 


SESELI. 

Seseli indlcum, W. A., Umbslllvezx. 

Syn. — Ligusticum diffusum, Roxb .; Cnidium diffusum, BC. 

Vera. — Banjowan, Beng. 

* Met with in the plains of India, from the foot of the Siwaliks to Assam 
and Coromandel; frequent in Central Bengal. 

Seed used as a me^cine for cattle. It is also said to be carminati^. 
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SE^ARIA. 

1075 Setuia, italica, Beauv., Gkaunza. 

Italian Mili^t. 

Vera.— ^Kahun,iangm,kauni,tangan, Hind.; Kaini, BljNOK; Kangu, 
^ANS.; iora, Beng. 

« TWs plant has probably originated from China, Japan and the Indian 

^kuif is much esteemed as an article of human food, though it is 
sometimes objected to for its heating properties. It is popul^fy sup¬ 
posed to be of medidnal use-in alleviating the pains of child-birth. 
\Field and Garden Crops.) ’ 

SHOREA. 

1076 Shorea robusta, Carin., Diptbeocakpr®. 

The Sal Tree. 

WtCSU—Sal, sikok, sila, sakhu, salmi, Hind. ; Sal, Beng. ; Sila, asva 
kama. Sans.; Kakahr, Arab.: Laals.anoaab-bari, Pers.; BoUal, 
Garo : Teturl, Lepcha ; Sakwa, Nepal ; Koroh, Oudh ; Kungiliyam, 
Tah. ; Gigal, Tel. Resin Ral, dkuna. Hind., Beng., Bom.) 

A large, gregarious tree, often covering certain interrupted tracts, 
without the existence of connecting patches. Very abundant in Chutia 
Nagpur, and often associated with the Mahua. North-east moist and 
interme^ate zonea, sub-Himalayan tract, from the Beas to Assam, the 
eastern part of Central India, from the Ganges to the Godavari, extending 
westwacd to the longitude of Mandla, with an out-lying patch on and 
around the sandstoneTiills of the Pachmari range. 

“The resin is regarded as astringent and detergent, and is used in 
dysentery and for fumigations, plasters, &c. The resin thrown over the 
fire gives out thick volumes of fragrant smoke, and is much used for fumi¬ 
gating rooms occupied by the sick.” {Hindu Mat. Med.) 




SIDA. 

1077 jrSida caipinifolia, Linn., Malvaceje. 

Syn.— S. ACUTA, Bum.; S. lanceolata, Raxb. 

Vern, — Karrta, Beng., Hind. ; Pata, Sans. ; Tupakariya, Mahr. ; 

Malai-tingi, vatta-4rippi, Tam. ; ChitimuH, Tel. ; Malatinni, Mal. ; 

Sirivadi.babUa, Cingh. 

Generally distributed throughout the hotter parts of India. 

" The root, which is not unlike the common liquorice root in appearance, 
is intensely bitter, and is prescribed in infusion, and in conjunction with 
ginger, in cases of intermittent fever. It is considered by the Hindu 
practitioners as a valuable stomachic and a useful remedy in chronic 
Dowel complmnts, the dose a small tea-cupful twice daily. The leaves, 
made warm and mmstened with a little gpngili cal, are employed to 
hasten suppuration. {Ainslie.) An infusion of the root is also diapho¬ 
retic and increases appetite. The expressed juice is used in the form of 
an electuary, in the treatment of intestinal worms. (O’^haughnessy). 
The roots cu some cf the species of Sida are regarded as cooling, astnn- 
gent, tonic and useful in nervous and urinarv diseases, and also in dis- 
osfto d the blood and bile. (Hind. Mat, Med.) 
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Sida cordifolia, Xtffff. * ^ , [ 1078 

Vt3ta.—Bijband, Hind., Pb. ; BtrUa, bala, Bbno. j BityUahat Sans. ; 

Chikana, Mans. 

Generally distributed throughout topical and sub-tropical India. 

The seeds are reckoned aphrodisiac, and are administered in gonorr¬ 
hoea. They are also given for colic and tenesmus. A decoction of the 
root with ginger is given in intermittent fever. It is ’iso administered in 
fever accompanied by shivering fits and strong heat Af body. The pmijder 
of the root-bark is given with milk and sugarjfor the relief of fluent 
micturition and leucorrhoea. (Dr, Stewart; Hindu Mat. Med.) • 

S. rhQtnbifolia, Linn. * Z079 

Vem.— Atibala, Sans.* * 

Widely distributed throughout India. 

The medicinal properties of this species resemble those of other 
species. 

, Var. retuaa, I 080 

Vem.— Janeli-methi, Hind., Xizc . •, Ban-methi, Brno.; Hulbaht-barri, 

Arab, •^nanblide^barri, Pers. ; Mayir^anikkam, Tam.; Mayilu’-mani^ 
kyam, Teu i Koti-kan^babila, CiUGH^ 

The root is held in CTeat repute by the natives in the treatment of 
rheumatism. (Pharm. Ind.) 


Var. rhomboidea, Poxb. 

Vem.— Mahdbdla, Sans, j Smei-berela, Bbng, ; Athi-baUa-cheitu, Tam, 

A small weed growing in the rainy season, abundant in North Bengal. 
Medicinal properties resemble those of other species. • 


zo8x 


>. spinosa, Linn. • 1082 

Syn.— S. ALBA, Linn. ' * 

Vem. — Guhakari, Hind, Ndgabali, Sans. 

Found in the lower parts ot India, from the North-West Provinces to 
Ceylon. 

Partakes more or less of the medidnal properties of the other species 
of Sida. 


iilajatu. X083 

The term is applied to certain bituminous substances said to'exudefrom 
rocks during the hot weather. It is regarded as a powerful alterative 
tonic, and IS considered specially useful in urinary diseases, _diabetes, 
gravel, anoemia, consumption, cough and skin dieeases. (Hindu Mat, 


Silver. See Argentam. 

Sinapis alba, Linn. See BnuKca alba, H.f. fst T., CRUCirsait. 
>. indica, the seeds of Braasica jnncea, li.f. ^ T, 

S. juncea, Linn. See Braasica Jnncea, H.f. V T. 

>, nigra, Linn. See Biassica nigrai Hock. 
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dlSYl«BRIUM. 


1084 Sl^m b ri uia Irio> Linn., Ckucifsks. 

* SfSXU—Khuhkkala'ii, Hind, j fanglt.iarton, Pb, ; Khahski, Pers., Boh. 

Found inrfJorth India, from Rajputana to the Punjab. 

The seed is stoulant and restorative, and used externally as a stimu¬ 
lating poUtice. If is also said to be febrifuge. {Dymock: Dr, Stevart.) 

^ * SKIMMIA. 

185 Skinunia Laureola, Hook , f ., Rutacex. * 

* ’ Vem.— fV«r, harri, shalangU, Pb. 

Met with throughout the temperate. Himalaya, from Marti to Mish- 
mi, altitude 6,000 to 10,000 feet, and Khisia mountains, altitude S,ooo to 
6 floo fMt. 

The leaves have an orange-like smell when crushed, and are burnt near 
small-pox patients with a view to curative effects. (Dr. Stewart.) 


SMILAX. 

)86 SmQaz China, Linn ., Liuacex. 

China Root. 

Vtcsu—Chohckini, Hind.] Chobachini, Sans. 

“The plant is a native of Japan, the Loochoo Islands, Formosa, China, 
Cochin China, also of Eastern India, as Khdsia, Assam, Sikkim, Nepal.” 
(Pharmacographia.) 

China root was formerly held in ^eat repute, but it has in England 
fallen into complete disuse. In Cmna an^ India, however, the root is 
still valued as a remedy for rheumatic and syphilitic complaints, and also 
as an aphrodisiac and demulcent. 

^ S. glabra, Roxb . 

Vetn. — Bari^chobckini, Hind.; Harind-shik<hina, Bbno. 

Indigenous to Sylhet and the adjacent Gciro counti^. 

The decoction of the root is used by the natives in the treatment of 
syphilitic affections. 

ao 88 S. lancesefolia, Roxb . 

Vera. — Hindi'^hobchini, Hind.j Gut»a-shuk<hina, Bbno. 

Indigenous to East Bengal. The large tuberous roots are so like those 
of S. f*hlna , Linn.,*^ not to be distinguished by the eye. (Roxburgh.) 

The juice of the fresh root is taken inwardly for the cure of rheumatic 
pains, and the refuse, after extracting the juice, applied to the aSected 
parts. (Roxburgh.) 

1089 S. offidiudis. 

Jakaica Saksapakilla. 

Native of Central America. 

The dried root is imported into Great Britmn from Jamaica. It is an 
alterative tonic, useful in syphilitic and chronic rheumatic affections. It 
has also been employed in chronic affections of the liver, and long 
sending diseases, especially those of a syphilitic character. (Pharm, Ini.) 
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/Smilaac OTalifolia, Roxh. , 

Vera.— Jantli^uskbaH, Hind,; Koomarika, Bbn&j CootH,*gMifMl, 
Mahr.; Mdlait-tamarai, Tam.; Konda-iamara, Tel.; Xatdimara, 
Mal.; iiTiiiM, BuRM. • , 

Abounds in the low jungles in the Madras and Malayan Peninsulas. 
The root, resembling Vera Cruz Sarsaparilla, in physical characters, 
was used a^a substitute but with unsatisfactory residK (PAam. Ind.) 


It is the country Sarzaparilla of the Portuguese in Goa. (Djfptock.) 

Soap (Sapo). * 

Jiard —Prmared from olive oil and soda and used in medidne for \}ie 
preparation of plasters and liniments : soft —Made with olive oil and 
potash, is emollient and detergent; used externally in certain skin diseases, 
and is an ingredient in Linimentum Tereibinth. 

/Soap-nut. See Sa piminn fadfollatus, Linn., Sapindace£. 

, Sodium. 

Soda. 


SOLANUM. 

/ Solanum dulcamara, Linn., Solanaceje. 

Dulcamara or Bittkr-Swkkt. 

Vera .—Riba barik, Pfl. 

A shrub of temperate Western Himalaya, altitude 4,000 to ^ooo feet 
from Kashmir to Garwhal and Sikkim. 

" Bitter nightshade,' manyglog, ’ was an ingredient, together with wild 
sage and betony, of a drinft which the Welsh ‘ Physicians of Myddfai ’ 
in the 13th century prepared for the bite of a mad dog. The stalks of 
bitter-sweet were also used in medical practice by the German physi¬ 
cians and botanists of the i6th century, one of whom Tragus (1552) nas 
figured and described it under the name of Dulds aman or Dulcamarnm." 
{Pharmaco^raphia.) 

The dried young branches are alterative, diuretic and diaphoretic, use¬ 
ful in constitutional syphylitic affections, chronic rheumatism, especially 
in psoriasis, lepra and other obstinate skin diseases. Dulcamara is always 
administered in the form of a decoction. {Pharm, Ind.) 


The dry fruit, anab-ussalab, (Foxes' grapes) is imported from Persia 
into Bomhay. (Dymock.) • 

S, ferox, Linn. 

J Met with in the mountmns of Eastern and South India, frequent in the 

tropical zone; from Assam to Ceylon and to Tenasserim. 

Used medicinally by the natives, but its properties are very.unimportan 

S, gracilipes, Rene. 

Vera. — Dtmd, marghipal, kauri biti, kandiari, Pb. 

An undershrub of West India, Punjab and Sind. 

The fruit is said to be collected by the hakims to be applied to otitis. 
{Dr. Stewart.) • 
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Solaaum indicum, Linn. * 

ytga.—Barhanta, HiND.; Jy<Uitra, Beno. s VrihaH, Saks, j UtMi.tap- 
paro^tUli, Tam. j Kuia^iehi, Tel. ; Ch*ru-ekuHta, Mal. ; Tibbaiu, 
CiNOH.; Ringani, ilerli. Bom. 

An undershrub found throughoiit tropical India, very common, ascend¬ 
ing to 5,000 feet. 

“The root‘constitutes an ingredient of Dasamula, which is used largely 
in a gfreativariety'i^ diseases. It is regarded as expectorant and useful 
in (Cough and catarrhal aSections.” {Hindu Mat, Med.) It is prescribed 
by tl^L Indian doctors, in cases of dysuria and ischuria, in the quantity 
ot half a tea-cupful twice daily. Horsefield reports that the root taken 
inf.irnally mamfests strongly exdting qualities. It is employed in difficult 
parturition and in toothache. It is ^so used in fevers, worm complaints, 
tfnd colic. {Sdkharam. Arjun.) 

zog7 S. Mdongena, Linn. 

* ^ Syn.— S. KSCULENTUM, Dunal, 

Vem. — Banga^ Hind.j Btgur^ Beng.j Bengaa, Pb. ; Wangi, Dec.; 
KuthirekaijiAU.} Vanga-ekiri-vangu, Tel.j Kka-yan, Bubm.; Bai- 
gana, vdnge. Boh. 

An herbaceous plant 2 to 8 feet; generally cultivated in India and in 
the warmer regions of the globe. 

“ In mediane the seeds are used as a stimulant, and the leaves as a 
narcotic." {Atkinson.) 

Z098 |S. nignim, £<n». 

Syn-—S. IKCERTUM, Dunal. 

Vem.—itfaJW, Hind.j KAimieki, Beno.; KukamAcki,SKiis.} Kamhei, 
kakmack, maho, Pb.; Munna-iakdli-pullum, Tam.; Kaneki-pundu, 
Tel. ; Kamuni, gkAti, Bom. 

Foiftid throughout India and Ceylon, altitude 0-7,000 feet. 

“ The berries of this plant are considered tonic, diuretic and useful in 
anasarca and heart diseases." {Hindu Mat. Med.) “ In India the juice of 
S. {dgruffl is given in doses of from six to eight ounces in the treatment of 
chronic enlargement of the liver, and is considered a valuable alterative. 
The juice after expression is warned in an earthen vessel until it loses its 
green colour and becomes reddish brown j when cool it is strained and ad¬ 
ministered in the morning. It acts as a hydragogue cathartic and diure¬ 
tic.” {Dyntock.) Mr, Moodeen SharifF reports that an aqueous extract 
m-epared from the leaves is useful in the treatment of dropsical affections. 
[Pharm.- Ind.) Assistont Surgeon Sakharam Arjun says that a syrup is 
prepared from the plant useful as a cooling drink in fevers. It also acts 
as an expectorant and diaphoretic. 

*099 ^S. trilobatum, Linn. 

' Vera.— Sans. ; Toodavullay, Tam. ; Moond-lamoosiek, Tel. 

The root, leaves and tender shoots are used in medicine; the two former 
are bitter and prescribed in consumptive cases in the form of electuary, 
decoction and powder. The berries and flowers are given in cough. 
{Ainslie.) 

zzoo { S. tuberosum, Linn. 

0 I 

The Potato ; Poms dk term, ly .; Poms de tera, I /. 

Vera. — Al^ Hind., Beno. ; Ali, Pb. ; Wallarai kilangoo, Tam. j Ooialay 
gudda, Tel. ; BaiAta, Bom. j Rata innala, Cinoh. ' 

Extensively cultivated in India from the sea level up to nearly 8,odb 
feet. 

c The tubers are occasionally used as a substitute for Salep. {Atkinson.) 
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Solanum vert>asctfolftun, Linn, 

Found throughout India in the tro^cal and sub-tropical tott^ 

Used medicinatly by the natives, tifough its properties are unimpor¬ 
tant. 

• • 

S, xanthocarpum, ScArad. 

Syiu— Solanum Jacquint, Willd. ^ 

Ven£— Kateli, katai. Hist}, i Kantakari,Bssa.;*Kantakarf, nidig'dhUm, 
Sans.; Warimb^ mahori. Pa.; Chundunghairie, kandaa-kittiri, 
Tam. ; Van-kuda, Tkl. ; Bki-ringni, Bom. * 

A very prickly, diffuse herb, found throughout India, from the Ptyijab 
and Assam to Ceylon and Malacca. 

* The foot is much est^med as an expectorant, and is used in cough, 
asthma, catarrhal fever and pain in tne chest. Kantikari is used in 
medicine in various forms, such as decoction, electuary, ghrita, &c. A 
decoction of the root is given with the addition of long pepper and hone^ 
in cough and catarrh, and with rock salt and asafcetida in spasmodic 
cough?’ {Hindu Mat. Med.) The root has also diuretic properties. 
Fumigations with the burning seeds are in great repute in the cure of 
tooth-ache. {Drury.) __ 



Fumigation with the burnt fruit is a favorite domestic remedy for 
tooth-ache. (Dymock.) 


SOLENANTHUS. 

Solenanthus, tp. Boraginej. 

Vem. — Lendi, tenwa, mulin, Pa. 

Found in parts of the basins of the Chenab and Jhelum dt 4,000 to 
10,000, and in Ladak up to 16,000, feet. 

The pounded root is applied to abscesses, and is exported to the plains. 
{Dr. Steviart.) 


SONCHUS. 

Sonchus arveiisis, Zinn., Composite. 

Syn.—S. oRixKNSis, Roxb. 

Vem. —Sahadevi bari, HiND. ; Bhangra, kola bhangra. Pa. ; Ban.f Jiang, 
Beng. 

Met with throughout India, in wild and cultivated places, scarce in 
the plains, common in the Kh^ia and Himalaya, ascending to 8,000 feet. 
Catfie are fond of every part of the plant which, on being wounded, dis¬ 
charges copiously a milky juice which thickens into a substance resem¬ 
bling opium. {Roxb.) , 

Sunikr to Lactuca acailola, Ltnn., in medianal properties. 

SORGHUM. 

Sorghum halepense, Pen., GRAMiNEii. 

Wa.—Bari, brahJm, baria, buraa. Pa. ... 

A large grass common in parts of the bewalik tract and in the outer 

hills to over 5,000 feet. .. 

Cattle sometimes have fatal head affecUons if the grass be browsed 

by them. {Dr. Stewart.) 
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Sorghum vulgar ft Pm. 

XZOO {^ VtttL—Jomar, Bkno."» Jo^i ehari, karH, Pb. 

Cultivated in many parts of the Punjab plains. 
The grain is considered heating. 




SOYMIDA. 

rro 7 J Sospnidafebrifiii^, .drfr./wjj., Meuace®. 

Rohun Tree. 

^ Syn.— SwiETENIA FEBEirUGA, Adr. JtliS. 

Vtsa.—R6han, Hind., Bom.; AoAan, Bbng.; Patranga, •, JThim- 
maram, Tam. ; Chiva manu, Tel. , 

Found in the hilly districts of North-West, Central and South India, 
extending southward to Travancore. 

“ The introduction of the Rohun bark into medical practice of Euro¬ 
peans is due to Roxbui^h, who recommended the drug as a substitute for 
cinchona, after numerous trials made in India about the year ijgi. At the 
same time he sent supplies to Edinburgh, where Duncan made it a subject 
of a thesis, which probably led to its being introduced into the Materia 
Medica of the Edinburgh Pharmacopaeia of 1803, and of the Dublin 
Pharmacoftfria of 1807.” {Pharmacographia.) 

The bark is officinal, being astringent, tonic, aphrodisiac, and a power¬ 
ful febrituge, being an excellent substitute for the Peruvian Bark. The 
decoction IS used in intermittent fevers and general debility, in the ad¬ 
vanced stages of dysentery, in diarrhoea and in other cases requiring 
astringents. If taken in too large doses it is apt to derange the nervous 
system, occasioning vertigo and stupor. {Ainslie.) 

Spartium Scopariumj Linn. See Cytisus KopotluB, Link., 
Leguminosa. 


Spearmint. See Mentha viridls, lAnn., Labiat£. 


Sperm whale. \ 
Spermaceti, j 


See Physeter macrocephalna, Linn., Mabkalia. 


SPHiERANTHUS. 

XX08 Sphaeraathus indicus, CoMPosim. 

* Syn.— S. HIRTUS, WiUd. ; S. MOLLIS, Roxb. 

— Vem. — Mundi, Hind., Bom.-, Munnuria, Bkng.: Mundifiia, Sans.; 
Kamix orjyiii, Arab.; Kamdduriyns, Pers. ; Mundi, Dec. ; KSttak; 
karandui, Tam. ; B6da-tarapu, Tel. ; Miran-gani, attaka manni, Mal. 

Met with in Tropical Himalaya, ascending to 5,000 feet, from Kumaun 
to Sikkim. Also found in Assam, Sylhet, and southward to Ceylon 
and Singapore : common in rice-fields. 

The plant is considered by the Hindus to have anthelmintic properties. 
The powder of the root is said to be stomachic, and the bark ground and 
mixed with whey is a valuable remedy for piles. Dr. Horsefield reports 
that in java it is considered as a useful diuretic. The author of Makhsan- 
ul-Admya describes it as a powerful solvent and attenuant, and observes 
that the odour of the plant is perceived in the urine and perspiration of the 
patient. The drug is administered in bilious affections and’for the dis¬ 
persion of tumours. In the Pumab it is highly esteemed as alterative, de- 
■ purative, cooling and tonic. {Dr. Stewart ; Dymock.) 
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SpJkcOftfdi Indiftn. Sie Nudoatacbyfl jBtsaiaiid> DC,, VAiXBiAitsx. 

/ ■ ■ 

/ SPILANTHUS. 

Spilanthus A cm dU^ Linn, w, oifgicfa, Clarke, Composite. 
Vern.— Bom. * 



CommOnly cultivated in gardens in Bombay. 

The whole plant is very acrid, but the flowerheads are espeqjall^ so, 
having a hot, burning taste which causes profuse salivation. It i»on this 
account that the plant has been named Aiurkura by the gardeners. | The : 
name properly belongs to the pellitory root of the shops. The flower- ' 
hea^ are sometimes che^^jed to relieve toothache. , 


Spiritus vini Gallid. 

French Wine ; Brandy. 
A powerful, diffusible stimulant. 


SPINACIA. 

• 

'Spinacia oleracea, Mill., Chenofodiacea. 

Common Spinage. 

Vem — Palki, Hind, j Palang, Beng. 

Largely cultivated for its leaves, which are used as vegetable. 

The seeds are cooling and useful in difficult breathing, inflammation 
of the liver, and in jaundice. 


, SPONDIAS. 

.Spondias mangdfera, Pen., Anacarducea. 

The Hog Pldm. 

Vem. — Amra, amara, ambodha, HlND.;,.4mra, Beng. j Amriifaka, Sans, j 
Tangron^ Garo ; Darakhte-moryam, Pers. ; Kat mia, Tau. j Aravi 
mamaiit, Tel. ; Jangli am, BoM. j Gvay, Burm. 

Found growing in the Sub-HimaWan tract, ascending to 3,000 feet 
in Sikkim; in the dry forests of South India and Burma ; rare in Central 
India. 

The pulp of the fruit is acid and astringent, and is considered^eful 
in bilious dyspepsia. The bark is sometimes used as a refrigerant medi¬ 
cine. {Amsterd. Cat.; Dymock.) It is also useful in dysentery, and the 
juice of the leaves is applied to earache, (.ithinsun.) 

Spruce Fir. See Abies excelsa, Lamk., Conifers, 

Spurge Laurel. See Daphne Lanreola, Linn., Thymelsaces. 


SQUALUS. 

Squalus Carcharius, Ltnn., Pisces. 

White Shark. 

Common in the Indian seas. 
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jSTlK- 

The oil extracted from the liver by heat is'’ oflSdnal, and is used as a 
substitute for Cod Liver' Oil. »The ^eat objection to it is its nauseous 
taste, 'fvhich might be obviated by taking proper care in its preparation. 
{Pharm. Ind.) 


ZII4 


Squill. See Urginea Sdlla, Steinheil., Liuacxa. 

C 


' , STACHYS. 

Sta^hys parviflora, Bemh., Labutx. 

Vent.— Kirimar, baggi-bOti, Ps. 


t Common in many places, Hazara, the Salt Range, Trans-Indus, in 
Afghanistan from Kandahar to Ghuzni. 

In the Salt Range the bruised stems are applied to the guinea-worm. 
{Dr. Stewart.) 


STACHYTARPHA. 

1115 Stachytarpha (Stachytaipetha) jamaicensis, Vahi., Verbenacm. 

* Jamaica Bastard Verbain. 

Vem.— Rata-nU-naiuia, Cingh. 

Dr. Birdwood simply mentions this plant amongst his drugs. 

Star Anise. See DUdnm aniMtum, Linn., Magnoiuceie 

Starch. See Ttidcum vulgare, Villars, Graminks. 

<1 

STEPHANIA. 

Z116 Stephania hemandifolia, Wall., MENispERHACEiE. 

Syn.—CISSAMPKLOS hernandifoli.^ WiUd. Wall. Cat. 407 , D., E., F., 

G., H., K.i C. HKXANDRA, Roxb .; Clypea hernandipolia, W. & A. 

Vem.— A’knddi, nemuha, Beng, ; Ambashtkd, pdtba. Sans. 

Met with from Nepal to Chittagong, Singapore and Ceylon. 

The root is regarded as light, bitter, astnngent and useful in fever, 
• diarrhoea, urinary diseases, dyspepsia, &c. Sir W. O’Shaughnesay speaks 
highly of this plant, under the Bengali name Neemooka. The author 
oL*he Indian Pharmacopoeia seems to be in confusion regarding the 
identification of the plant known under the name Nemuka. The con¬ 
fusion is due perhaps to the fact that Ciuampeloa hemandifolia. Wall, 
occurs both under Parefra Linn, and Stephania hemandifolia. Wall, 
in Flora of British India. But the matter clears up if we look to the 
other synonym C. hezandi% figured by Roxburgh as the Nemuka of 
Bengal. ^ 

STERCULIA. 

11x7 Sterculia ureos, Roxb ., Stekculiacea. 

* I Vtm.—GdM, Jh!ld,gdla>\ Hind. I Odla, Ass.; FdndrM^ idnddla, Mahk. ; 

Kardi, Guz.j TMsu, Tel. ; Vellay pdtaii, Tam. ; Kairu, Ajkir. 

Sub-Himalayan tract from the Ganges eastward, common in forests 
throughout India and Burma. 
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The leaves and tender branches steeped in water'^eld a mucilaginous 
extract useful in pleuro-pneumonia ii^cattle* 

The gum {karii-goni) is t^e country trt^acanth of Bombay; it is 
used in medicine, but more largely in making sweetmeats. (Dymoch.) 


STEREOSPERMUMr 
'Stereospmnum chdonioides, DC., Bignoniace.®. 

Vem.— Pader, padri, parral. Hind. ; Parari, Nepal ; Bolael, Gabo : 

• ntaru, Bbng. ; Padri, Tam. ; Tagada, Tel. ; Kirsrl, Mar. ; Kall-udi, 
Kan. ; Lunu-madaia, Cingh. ; Thaioc^o, Burm. , 

A large, deciduous tree of Bengal, Burma, Central and South India. 

The roots, leaves and flowers are used medicinally. 

S. suaveolens, DC. 

Syn. —Bignonia suaveolens, Roxb. 

Vem. — Pad, Hind. ; Pdrul, Bbng. ; Piiuli, Sans. ; Padri, Tam. ; Kola- 
goru, Tel. ^ 

A middle-sized flowering tree, native of Bengal. 

" The flowers rubbed up with honey are given to check hiccup. The 
root bark is an ingredient in dasamula. It is regarded as cooling, diuretic 
and tonic, and is generally used in combination with other medicines. 
The ashes of the plant are used in the preparation of alkaline water and 
caustic pastes.” {Hindu Mat. Med.) 

Storax. See Liqtddamber Oiientale, Mill., Haxaueusiue. 

Stramonium. See Datura Stramoniumi Linn., Solanacm.* 


STREBLUS. 

Streblus asper, Lour.. Urticack®;. 

Vem, — Siora, iarchanna, risa. Hind.; Sheora, Beng. : 5'aA<u2a, Uriya; 
BaranH, Tel. ; Karera, Mar. ; fUdli, Kan. j Opnai, BuRM. 

A small, evergreen tree of the sub-Himalayan tract from the Beas 
eastward, Bengal, Central and South India, Burma and the Andaman 
Islands. 

The milky juice is applied to cracked heels and sore hands, ^d has 
astringent and septic qualities. The bark in decoction is used as alotion 
in fevers. {Atkinsoni} 

• 

STRYCHNOS. 

'Stiychnos colubrina, Linn., Loganiacex. 

Vera. —Kuchila lata. Hind., Bbng.; Nigamusadi, Tel. ; Mddira-kanniram, 
Mal. ; Coagari-laiei, Bom. 

A plant of West Deccan Peninsula, from the Concan to Coclun. 

Its wood is su{mosed to constitute the Lignum colubrinum of old 
writers, the Pao de Cobra of the Portuguese, from its efiicacy, imaginary 
or real, in the treatment of the most venomous snake-bites, even of the 
Cobra de Capello. Acxording to Horaefield it has been employed in in¬ 
termittent fevers. It is also used as an anthelmintic, to cure cutaneous 
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affections, and to alleviate the pain and swelling from confluent 
small-pox. In an overdose it Cecasions tremour and vomiting, but in 
smallO' doses it may be useful as a vermifuge, and also in quartan agues. 
{Pharm. Ind.: Dymock.) 


Stiychnos Ignatii, Sergius. 

St- Ignati/is’ Bkan. 

l^yn.—By an error the younger LinnesBUS confused two plants forming the 
genus Ignatia, hence the beans of this plant bears the name I, affiant, 
24nn, 

Vem. — Papita, Hind., Bend., Bom. ; Kayap-pankattai, Tam. 
t " A l^ge, climbing shrub growng in Bohol, Samaf and Cebu islands 
of the Bisaya group of the Philippines, and, according to Loureiro, in 
Cochin China, where it hw been introduced.” (Pharmacographia.) 

The drug is met with in the Indian bazars under the name Papita, a 
corruption of the Spanish name Pepita, It is described as alexipharmic, 
and a useful remedy in cholera. _ It is also given from i to 2 grains 
in asthma, dropsy, rheumatism, piles, &c. [Dymock.) 

,S. Nux'vomlca, Linn. 

Nux VomcA Tree. 

Vem. — KwMa, Hind.; KuchUi, Beng.; KupUu, kulaka, Sans.; ledragi, 
Arab.; Fulise~mihi, koehStah, Pees.; Kuchlah, Dec.; BtHk-kottai, 
Tam.; Uushti-vittulu, Tel.; Kannurak-kuru, Mal.; Jifushii-iijd, Kan.; 
Kdjra, Mar.; KucUd, Guz.; Coda-kaduru-atta, Cinch.; Khabon, 
Burm.; Kajra, Bom. 

Foun^ throughout tropical India, altitude o—^4,000 feet; rareinBengal, 
common in Tenasserim and Madras. 

" Nux vomica seeds produce a sort of intoxication, for which they are 
habitually taken by some natives as an aphrodisiac. Those who do so 
gradually become so far accustomed to this poison that they often come to 
one seed daily, which is cut into small pieces and chewed with a packet of 
betel leaf. Medicinally the seeds are used in dyspepsia and diseases of the 
nervous system.” [Hindu Mat. Med.) The author of Makhzan-ul-Adniya 
recommends great caution with r^ard to the medicinal use of Nux Vomica, 
and says that it is very useful in palsy, relaxation of the muscles and 
tendons, debility and chronic rheumatism. It may be applied externally 
and given internally in doses of from i to 2 dangs. (Dymock.) The 
Pharmacopceia Indtca describes the seed as a valuable nervine tonic and 
stinKlant, and in overdoses a virulent poison, and recommends its use in 
paralytic and neuralgic affections, in atonic diarrhoea and chronic dysen¬ 
tery, also in habitual constipation, prolapsus of the rectum, spermatorrhoea, 
&c. It has also been‘employed in intermittent fevers, epilepsy, diabetes, 
anaemia, chlorosis and other affecdons. The Ktter taste and highly 
poisonous acdon of this substance are chiefly due to the presence of 
strychnine and brucine, the proportion of the former varying from J to 
J per cent. 


[,s. potatorum, Linn. f. 

Vent. — Nirmali, HiND., Bkno. ; Kdtaka, Ambi^rasdda, Sans. ; Chil.binj, 
Dec.) Tetran-kotiai.'liAu.i Chilla-ginJatUfiEL.} Titrdnparala, Mal. ; 
Ckillt-iyd, Kan. ; Nirmali, Mar. ; Kamon.yeki, Burm. 

A tree attaining to 40 feet, found ih the Deccan Peninsula, extending 
north-west to the Sone river, Prome and Ceylon. 

‘ 268 



Medicines. 


[Part ^ 


"The use of the seeds for the purpose of clearing muddy water 
is as old as Susrutai who mentions it ilt his chapter on water. Memdnally 
they are chiefly used as a local application in ^e diseases. The seeds 
are rubbed urith honey and a little camphor, and the mixture applied 
to the eyes in lachrymation ‘or cPpious watering from them. Rubbed 
with water and rock salt they are applied to chemosis in the conjunctiva.’* 
{Hindu Mat. Med.) "The seeds of this tree are devdid of pdsonous 
properties# and are used in native practice as at^etnetic {Ainslie), as a 
remedy in diabetes {Kirkpatrick), gonorrhoea {Taleef Sheretf), &c. Their 
chief use, however, is as a means of clearing muddy water, hewce their 
Anglo-Indian name. Clearing Nut. Looked at in this point of vtkv. they 
may be regarded as a valuable aid to medical ofiicers and others dSiring 
theimarches of troops in India in the rainy season, when little but muddy 
water can be obtained. Dr. Pareira suggests that this property depends 
upon the albumen and casein which they contain. If the seeds be sliced 
and digested in water they yield a thick mucilaginous liquid, which, when 
boiled, yields a coagulum (albumen) and by subsequent addition of acetic 
add, it furnishes a further coagulum {casein.)” {Pharm. Ind.) Mahomedan 
writers describe them as cold and dry, that when applied externally to the 
abdomen they relieve colic; the • also notice their use to strengthen the 
sight and as a remedy in snake-bice. {Dymock.) 

Sturseon. See Adpenaor Huso, Linn., Pisces. 


STYRAX. 

Stj^nuc Ben20in, Dryand, Styrack®. 

Benzoin Tree. • 

’Vexnj—Lubdn, Hind. (Luban is more properly applied to Olibanum.) 

Grows in the Malay Archipelago. 

Yields the true "Gum Benzoin,” which is used in medicine, in per¬ 
fumery, and in the composition of incense. It, is produced by incisions 
into the bark, and it occurs in lumps of small masses of tears or of a 
brownish mass with or without tears. It has an agreeable odour, and is 
soluble in rectified spirit, and in solution of potash. It contains from 
76 to 80 per cent, of resin, a volatile oil, and an acid known as benzoic 
add. The whitish varieties are generally used for medicinal purposes 
being used chiefly in pulmomary complaints. It is burnt as an incense 
by the Roman Catholics, Budhists, and Hindus in thdr worship. The 
smoke it gives out acts as a disinfectant and drives away mosquito*»and 
sandflies. 

The Pharmacopeeia Indica describes the resin as stimulant, expectorant, 
and when locally applied, stimulant. It is useful in chronic coughs and 
other chronic affections of the lungs, both internally and in the form of 
fumigation. It has also been employed in pyrosis, irritable states of 
the bladder, &c. {Pharm. Ind.) 

S. officinalis, Linn. 

True Storax. See under Llquldambar. 

Vem.— Usturak, Arab. 

A native of Greece, Asia and Syria. 

Yields a solid resin somewhat resembling Benzoin, of fragrant balsam¬ 
ic odour. 
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SUADA. 

c 

*Suaeda fruticosa, Forsk ., Chxkopoducex. 

I Ven.— Loonvk, choitt UoMt, tUaklaktt, Pb.j Utkvk lante, Sikd,; Slorasa, 

Mahr. 

Abundant m Sind and in the Central Pum'ab. 

This is one of'Uie plants from which SJyjV-tAaf is prepared. It is 
sotfietimes subject to have woolly excrescenses on the. tips of its branches, 
which^e mixra with an empyreumatic oil, and used as an application to 
sor^s on the backs of camels. 


1X28 S. indica, Moq. 

Syn.— Salsola indica, Willd. 

Vern.— ElMiira, Tel.; Kkaree 4 in» 0 , Sind. 

TWs is one of thp plants which yield Alkaline ashes. 


XI29 S. nudiilora, Moq. 

Vem.— Morasa, Bom. 

Abounds on the sea coasts of India. 

Yields Sajji, which see. 

Sugar-cane. See Sacchamm offidnanim, Linn., Gkaminesc. 

1x30 Sulphate of Iron. 

Powerful chaly beate tonic j astringent, emmenogogue, antiperiodic, 
and anthelmintic. In large doses, poisonons. Locally applied astringent, 
stimulant, useful in anaemia, chlorosis, amenorrhaea, leucorrhoea, ulcer of 
the stomach, enlargement of spleen, intermittent fevers, periodical hemi- 
crania, hypochondriasis, &c. Ijxally applied to erysipelatous surfaces, 
chancres, haemorrhoids, prolapsus of the rectum, cancer of the uterus, &c. 
{Pharm. Ind.) 

il3r .Sulphur. 

Sublimed sulphur is alterative and diaphoretic in small, and mildly 
aperient in larger, doses. It is used both externally and internally in scabies 
and other cutaneous affections. It is internally prescribed in various 
forms of lead poisoning, ptyalism, and mercurial tremors and palsy, 
chronic rheumatism, spasmomc asthma, angina pectoris, chronic stage of 
hooping cough and chronic bronchitis, chorea and scrofula. (Pharm. 
IndJ^ 

Sumbul or Musk-root. See Femla Sumbul, Hook.f., UiiBELUFEa* 


SUS. 

1132 Sus ScrojSi Linn., Pachydkrmata. 

The Hog. 

Domesticated in all parts of the globe. 

The fat, deprived of its membranes and puriHed by heat is used as an 
emollient; it is never prescribed internally. Inunction with lard has been 
extensively employed in scarlatina, exanthemata, erysipelas and other 
external inflammations, bruises and sprains. (Pharm. Ind.) 

Sw^et Flsg. See Acorus calamus, Linn., Aroipex. 
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SWERJIA.. 

-Swertia Chirata, Ham., Gkntianacm. * 

StQ.—Gentiana CHlEAYVf Fleming in floxb. FI, Ind, ; Agathotbs 

Chisata, D. Don .; Ophelia Chibata, Griteb, 

Vem.— Chardyatak, HlND., Dec. ; Qaeabutearirah, Arab., PBRS. 

Imchchi, nila-mimbu, Tau. ; Nila vim, Tel. ; l^ila-vMa, Mal. ; Nela- 
Sevu, Kan. j Kiratatikta, bhunimba. Sane. ; ClUritd, Ben«. j Chiriyiti, 
Mae. ; Cbirayata, Guz.; Sehhagi, Buru. ; Ckiriita, kiriita. Bow 

A small, erect, herbaceous plant 2 to $ feet in height, twigs ^th four 
lines or quite round, leaves opposite and stem clasping, the lower 4 to 3 
inches in lene^h. Met with in temperate Himalaya, altitude 4,000 to 
. 10,000 feet, from Kashmjr to Bhutan, and Khisia Mountains, altitude 

4,000 to 5,000 feet. It is nowhere gregarious nor so plentiful as other 
^lied species, still curiously enough the true chiretta is always to be met 
with in the bazars of Bengal. (C. B. Clarke in FI. Br. Ind.) 

The medicinal herb, as met with in the bazars, consists of bundles 
of dried twigs of brownish colour, " and very bitter, but pleasant taste. 
The whole plant is used medicinally, but the root is said to be the 
most powerful. The natives consider it as tonic, stomachic and 
febrifuge, and prescribe a decoction or infusion of it, in the quantity 
of a smil tea-cupful, twice daily.” [Ainslie, Mat. Med. II, p. J7J.) 
Drury says it should not be taken as a decoction, but in infusion or watery 
extract or as a tincture. The boiling would, according to some others, 
injure the strength of the drug. Chiretta is much prized in India as 
a powerful tonic, pure bitter, without aroma or astringency. It is more 
bitter than English Gentian, and while little used in Europe it is 
reported to be especially serviceable in the dyspepsia of gouty subjects 
{Bentley & Trimen). The Sanskrit name Kirdtatikta means “thebitter 
plant of the Kiratas, an outcast race of the mountaineers in the North 
of India.” It is sometimes mentioned as Naipdla, indicating its com¬ 
ing from Nepal. Chiret^ possesses the property of a bitter tonic, but un¬ 
like most other medicines of this class, it does not constipate the bowels 
but rather tends to produce a regular action. It causes a free di^harge 
of bile while promoting a more healthy action, hence its position in 
European practice as a tonic to gouty persons. In his Hindu Materia 
Medxca U. C. Dutt says it is tonic, febrifuge and laxative, and is used in 
fever, burning of the body, intestinal worms and skin diseases. It is 
particularly useful as a tonic or mild febrifuge in fever. A powder con¬ 
taining about fifty ingredients and known as Sudarsana churna is much 
used in chronic febrile diseases by native doctors. It is an excellent 
bitter for children, and should be taken every morning, then discontinued 
for a time, thereafter to be resumed until the desired action has-been 
produced. Moodeen Shariff Khan Bahadur and several other authors 
have drawn attention to the adulterants of this most valuable medicine, 
Those most frequently seer are S. angustifoilii Ham. S. d ecnw a t a. 
Nimmo j S. elegans, Wight. 


SWi"'! 

pLodas.; 


SYMPLOCOS. 

Symplocos crataegoides, HamVton, Styracm. 

Vem. — Li, lindar, loj, loth. Pa.; Lodh, Kuvaun ; Loja, SuTlEJ. 

A large shrub or small tree of Himalaya, from the Indus to Assam, 
between 3,000 and 8,000 feet, Khisia hills, hills of Martaban. 

The rark is considered tonic. It is also used in ophthalmia. {Dr. 
Stewart.) 
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^ymplocos racemosa, Eoxh. ^ 

^tOL—Lodh, Hind., Bbno. j Lodhra, Sans., Bon. ; Nbfal i 

Palyok, Lbpcha } Arofdo^, MbchI] Singyan, Bhutia. 

A common, small tree of the {ilainr and lower hills of Bengal and 
Burma, chiefly met with in diy forests. 

** The bw^t is considered cooling, astringent and useful in bowel 
complaints, eye diseases, ulcers, &c. A decoction of the wQpd is used as 
a gargld’ for giviftg firmness to spongy and bleeifing gums.” {Hindu 
^at^ited.) Zodhra is often used in Bombay in'* the preparation of 
plasters; it is supposed to promote the maturation and resolution of 
stitgnant humours. In Europe it was formerly looked upon as a cinchona 
b^, and has been known at various times as ‘Ecorce de latour,’ 
‘China nova, ’ ‘ China Calafornica, ’ China Brasilensis, ’ anA 

‘ China Paraguatan. ’ Drs. Charles and Kanai Lai De recommend 
the bwk in 20 gr. doses mixed with sugar as a medicinal agent in 
menorrhagia due to relaxation of the uterine tissue; it should be given 
two or three times a day, for three or four days. It is considered 
that the drug has a specific action upon relaxed mucus membranes. 
{Dymoch.) 


Syzigfium Jambolanum, DC,, Wall. See Eugenia Jambolana, Lam., 
MyRTACE£. 

TABERNJEMONTANA. 

1136 ^TabernsBmontaoa coronaria, Br., Apocynackj, 

* Veiri,--Chandni,taggai,iaggar,'Hinit.iTagar, Beng.; Tagara, Sans. ; 

<iiisuru, Nepal j /Crim, Lepcha. 

An evergreen shrub 6 to 8 teet; cultivated throughout India; from the 
North West Himalaya in Kumaun, eastward md southward. 

T. dichotoma, Boxi. 

^ Syn.— Cerbera Manohas, Linn. 

Vem .—Pili karbir, kaner tard, Pb. 

Found in the Deccan Peninsula, common in the Western Ghats and 
Ceylon. 

For medicinal properties see Cerbeta Odollam, Gaertn, 


TAGETES. 

1138 Tagetes wecta, A*»., CoMPosiiat. 

* Syn.—T. PATULA, Linn. 

VmL—Genda, Hind., Beng. 

If originally from Mexico, like tobacco, they have now become deni- 
Eens of tke east, and considered as indigenous, particularly in Persia and 
China. They blossom during the coldest season in the Botanic Garden 

at Calcutta. -j u 

In the Amsterdam Descnphve Catalogue, the flowers ase said to be 
used to purify the blood, and as a remedy for eye diseases. 

•pflPffpafra See AUcb Webbkna, Lindl., Coniper*. 
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* TAMARINDUp. 

famarindus indica, Linn^ Lxouxnrosa. • ZX3JI 

Thx Taxauno txxb. 

Vent.—ilm/t, amili, »n/i,1{iND!^ Tiniiri, Sans, j TtnM, Bsno. ; CHneha, 

Mahr. ] Puli, Tam. j CkitOa, Tbl. ] Kartmgi, Mysore ; Chintm, Bom. ; 

Magym, Burm. * 

Cultivated throughout Burma and India as f^itorth as the Jhelam. 

"The ripe frmt is re^rded as refrigerant, (^gesdve, carminadveand 
laxative, ana usdul in cuseases supposed to be caused hy deran^pd bile, 
such as burning of the body, costiveness, intoxication from spii^uotu 
liquors or datura, &c. The shells of the ripe fruit are burnt and their 
ashes used in medicine as an alkaline substance along with other medi¬ 
cines of the sort. The'pulp of the ripe fruit, as well as a poultice ofthe 
leaves, is recommended to be applied to inflammatory swellings." {Hindu 
Mat. Med.) Mahomedan physicians consider the pulp to be cardiac, 
astringent and aperient, usetul for checking bilious vomiting, and Iot purg¬ 
ing the system of bile and adust humours; when used as an ^erient it should 
be given with a very small quantity erf fluid. A gargle of Tamarind water 
is recommended in sore-throat. The seeds are said to' astringent; 
they are used as a poultice to boils. The leaves crushed with water and 
expressed yield an acid fluid, useful in bilious fever, and scalding of th^ 
unne j made into a poultice they are applied to reduce inflammatory 
swellings and to relieve pmn. A poultice « the flowers is used in inflam¬ 
matory aflections of the conjunctiva; the juice expressed from them is_ given 
internally for bleeding wles. The bark is considered to have astringent 
and tonic properties. The natives regard the acid exhalations erf the 
Tamarind tree injurious to health. {Dr. Dymoek's Mat. Med.) 

It was through the Arabians that the Tamarind was first made known 
to Europe. They gave it the name of Tamare-Hindi (the Indian Date). 
Commercially there are two kinds of tamarinds. Brown or Tama¬ 
rinds—the West Indian Tamarinds—the pulp preserved in sugar. This 
is the form chiefly sold ia the shops in England. Black or E^t Indian 
Tamarinds. This is the black pup as prepared and sold in India. The 
latter form is now largely used in Europe for medicinal purposes, being 
largely used in the preparation of confecHo Sennas'. They are regarded 
as laxative, and in tropical countries are largely consumed in chatnies, 
and made into refreshing drinks. They are also smd to be used for 
adulterating tobacco. 

TAMARIX. . 

Tamarix articulata, TAXAxisaNEjR. 

Syn.—T. Orientalis, Porsk. 

Vera.— Paris, farwa, marlei, Ps. j Atrelet, SlND. The Galls : CfMti-main 
Hind. ; Samrai-ul-as^, Arab. ; Gatmiaak, gfsiiar, aabar, Pers. 

Found along rivers and the sea-coast, almAst throughout India. 

Yields galls which are smaller than tha$e produced by T. galica, 

Linn. They are employed as an astringent. The bark is bitter, astrin¬ 
gent, and probably tonic. {Pharm. Im.) The galls of this species are 
not thre^rangled but round. Knotty, of the sue of a pea, and of a yellow¬ 
ish brown'colour. {Dymock.) 

T. dlolca, Roxh. 

Vent.— Lei, pilchi, Pb. ; Gom, Ho, Sind. { Lai Jhau, Bens. ; ykau. Hind. 

« Found along rivers and the sea-coast, almost throughout India. 

The twigs are used in medidne as astringent. {Dr. Stewart.) 
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I^amarbc gaOica, Linn. 

Vtm.—SFk4u, Hins., bzna.i(fiivuia, thavaia, Sahs.j Atl, Arab.] Gas, 
* Pers. ; Airu-skavuihH-maram, Tah. ; Eru-saru-minu^ Tel. ; yki^tc 
}kida, Guz. The Galls :— Sumrat-il-tirfa, Arab, j Gatkar, Pbks. ; 
Bara mai, or barrt inainj Hii^. j Magiya-main, Bon. The Manna:— 
GoMangahin, gatanjabtH, Arab., nits., Bou. 

A shrub •r small tree common throughout India from the North- 
Western Hitnalaj^ to Burma and Ceylon near rivers and along the sea- 
co^ ” '' 

galls are used medicinally by the natives as astringent in place of 
O^^alls, A strong infusion of them has been recommended as a 
lo(fiil application to foul, sloughing ulcers and phagedenic buboes. Their 
action is due to the tannic and gallic acid they contain. The natives also 
administer them internally in dysentery and diarrhoea. {Pharm. ’’Ind.)^ 
The manna——is considered detergent, aperient, and expect¬ 
orant. It is imported into India chiefly from Persia. i^Dymock.) 

Tannic add. See Qnercus lafectoria, Olivier, Cufulifera. 


TARAXACUM. 

JI43 Taraxacum officinale, diggers, Composite. 

Dandelion. 

Syn.— T. Dens-leonis, Desf. j Leontodon Taraxacum, Linn. 

Vets.— Didal, taran, kanphil, didli, Pb. 

Found throughout the Himalaya and Western Tibet, from i,ooo to 
18,000 feet; Mishmi mountains. 

Thfcroot is officinal, being alterative, tonic and chola.gogue. It is use¬ 
ful in dyspepsia, chronic hepatic affections, especWly in torpor and con¬ 
gestion of the liver, and in jaundice and chronic cutaneous diseases. 
{Pharm. Ind.) It is tonic, aperient and ifiuretic, and is said to have 
an almost specific action on the liver, by modifying and increasing its 
secretion. The dried root,when powdered, is frequently used mixed with 
coffee. When roasted and powdered, it has been used as a substitute 
for coffee. {Bentley and Trimen.) 


TAXUS. 


XIJ4 


-Taxus baccata, Linn., CoNiPREa. 
' Yew. 


Syn.—T. NuciFBRA, Wall. 

Vem.— Sarap, bkdat^ Arc., Birmi, Kashmir; Tcktiray gulah, Nepai,. 

Himalaya, from the Indus to Bhutan, and the Khisia hills. 

" The leaves contain a volatile oil, tannic and gallic acids, and a resinous 
substance called taxin. Yew leaves and fruits have been given for their 
emmenagogue, sedative and antispasmodic effects. Pareira says that 
therapeutically the yew appears to hold an intermediate position between 
&vin and Digitalis, being allied to the former by its acrid, diuretic, and 
emmenagogue properties, and to the latter by the giddiness, irr^ular 
and depressed action of the heart, convulsions and insensibility, which it 
produces. Yew is, however, reported to have one decided advantage, 
over Digitalis by its effects not accumulating in the system, so that it is 
a much more manageable remedy than Digitalis. Besides its use as an 
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emmenagogue and sedative in the same cases as Savin and OigitaUs in 
administered, it has also been employed as a lithicin calculus comphunts. 
and as an antispasmodic in epilepsy and convulsions. Acceding tc 
Dr. Taylor, the yew tree is sometimes used by ignorant persons to causi 
abortion, Atthe present time, jew is never used in regular medical practice 
in Europe, the principal interest attached to it having reference to its 
pdsonous properties. Thus, the leaves and young br|nches act as a 
narcotico.^crid pdson, both to the human subject and to certain animals, 
but more^specially to horses and cows. Fatal case? of poisoning have 
also occurred from swallowing the fruit. It is frequently stated* that 
animals may feed upon the young growing shoots with impunity, put that 
when these have been cut off, and left upon the ground for a^hort 
time, they are then poisonous. This is an entirely erroneous notion, for yew 
shbots and leaves are poisonous both in a dried, and fresh state. It seems 
certain, however, that the" red, succulent cup of the fruit is harmless, fdt a 
fatal case of poisoning has been recorded of a child from swallowing the 
entire fruit with its contained seed; whilst other children, who had par¬ 
taken of the fruit at the same time, but who had rejected all but the 
fleshy cup, suffered no ill effects.’’ (Bentley and Trimen.) 

Dr. Dymock informs me that the dried leaves and twigs of this plant 
constitute the talisiatr of the Bombay bazars and druggists’ shops. 
While this is no douot correct, it is rather surprising that the plant 'I^xni 
baccate in no vernacular bears the name Taltsa, a fact that would point to 
the name talispatr as but of modern''application. Gamble says : " the 
bark is used in Kunawar as a substitute for, or mixed with, tea; the 
berries are eaten, and the leaves are exported to the plains as a medi¬ 
cine." In Europe the berries are (as already stated) regarded as 
poisonous, but in Manipur I have seen them eaten. The tree is common 
on the mountains bordering on Burma and the Naga Hills. A twig 
is worn by the young unmarried Naga females as a charm to preven- 
pregnancy—chastity being exceptional before marriage. It remarkt 
able that in Bengal the talispatr, as sold in the bazars, should be an 
Abiei, a plant possessed of carminative, expectorant and stomachic pro¬ 
perties, while in Bombly it should be the poisonous leaves of the yew 
which possess emmenagogue, sedative, ana antispasmodic properties. 
See Abies Webbiana. 


TECTONA. 

,Tectoiia gjandis, Linn., VERBENACEa:, 

The Teak Tree, 

Vern. — Sagun, Hind. ; Segun, Beng. ; Singuru, Uriya; Tekku, iek, Tam.; 
Teku, Tel. ; Jadi, Uga, Kan. ; Jati, Mal. ; Saka, Sans. ; S^,^sal, 
Arab,, Pers.; Sagwan, Bom.; Kyin, Burm. 

Found in Central and South India, and Burma. 

A plaster of the powdered wood is recomm|nded in hot headaches and 
lor the dispersion of inflammatory swellings; when taken internally 
it is said to be beneficial in dyspepsia, with burning of stomach. It ajso 
acts as a vermifuge. The ashes of the wood are applied to swollen eyelids 
and are said to strengthen the sight. The bark is an astringent, and the 
oil of the nuts promotes the growth of hair and removes itchiness of the 
skin. The flowers, according to Endlicher, are diuretic, and Gibson states 
that the seeds possess simuar properties. The wood rubbed down with 
water into a paste allays the pain and inflammation caused by handling 
the Burmese black varnish Thitsi (Melanorrhcaa u^ a tiaa i m a j . ^ It also 
* deserves to be tried as a local application to inflammations ariring from 
the action of the Marking Nut. (Dymock; Pharm. Ind.) 
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^dini 1^. <Sm MjbMi CldioiS, Fair,, Coiscopisxa. 

TEPHROSIA. 

r # 

n^ribrosia puipor^ Pm., I^guiomoss. 

Vera.—H ind, i BaH-nO, Bbno. ; SarapufiUia, San*. ; JangU- 
knUM, ubAmBou. i KoUuh,ia]M>elai, Tam. j Vimpali, Tbu j Bansa, Fb. 

• Pound in Uie trmical zone, spread universally fram the Himalayas to 
Ceyl^, Malacca ana Siam, ascending' to 4,000 feet in the N(»th>West. 

»A copiously-branched, sub-erect perennial, i to 2 feet high, is used in¬ 
ternally as a purifier of blood and considered cordial. An infusion of the 
seeds is given as a cooling medicine. {Dr. Stevart.) The plant Is also 
described as a deobstruent and diuretic, usefbl in cough, - tightness of the 
chest, bilious febrile attacks, obstructions of the liver, spleen and kidneys. 
In comlunation with Caanatde wdra leaves, it is prescribed in bleeding 
piles, and with black pepper as a diuretic. It is especially useful in 
gonorrhoea, {Dymock.) 


TERMINALIA. 


Xi|7 


ZZ48 


TenninaUa Aijuna, Bedd., Cohbbxtackjb. 

Syn.—PsNTAPTBKA Arjuna, Soxb, pi. Ind., II, 43si P. aiAssju, Patti., 
P. ANOUSTISOLIA, Poxl, 

Veta,~Anjan, arjin, lahu. Hind, t Arjuna, Beno., Sams, j Valla marda, 
VaUai^artidtHHaram, TAX. ; Yermaddi, Tel. ; Arjun, Mae.; Tmtkkyan, 
BaRU.. 

A large, deciduous tree of the Sub-Himalayan tract, Oudh, Bengal, 
Central,and South India. 

“ The bark of this tree is referred to by the Sanskrit writers under the 
names of Arjuna and Kukubha, ^ They considered it to be tonic, astrin¬ 
gent and cooling, and used it in heart diseases, contusions, fractures, 
ulcers, &c. In fractures and contusions with excessive ecchymosis, 
powdered arjun bark is recommended to be taken internally with milk. 
A decoction of the bark is used as a wash in ulcers and chancres.” 
{Hindu Mat. Mad.) 

The bark, as sold in the bazars, is generally used in the form of quills 
from ^ to I (rf an inch thick, and several inches long. It has a deep red 
colour, fibrous, with the inner surface finely striated. The wood is built 
up of thick fibre-like vessels, 

T.-bdaiica, Roxb. 

Vera.— Baheri, bhairah, bahara. Hind. ; Bohara, Brng,; Bahara, yalla. 
Bom. ; VilhitaU, Sans, t Babala, balnlek. Fees, j Tani, tanrih-kay, 
hattu atupay/lA-^f.', Tata, tandi, toatuU, Tel, ; Thiisain, Buem. 

A large, dedduous tree of the sub-Himalayan tract, from near the 
Indus eastward; forests of India and Burma. 

" Beleric myrobalans are described as astringent and laxative, and 
useful in cough, hoarseness, eye diseases, &c. As a constituent of tri- 
thali or the three mj^obalans, they are used in almost all diseases. The 
jternel of the fnuts is smd to be narcotic and astringent, and is used 
as an external application to inflamed parts.” {Hindu Mai. Mad.) 
Mahomedan writers regard the beleric mjrobalans as astringent, tonic, 
attenuant, and aperient^ useful m dyspepsia and bilious headache, 
as also an astringent application to the eyes. The kernds are narcotic 
the part used mMicinsufy is the pulp of the fhjit. {Dyntock.) 
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The Flora of British /wifjo divides tHe forms of this spedes into 
three varieties, of which the following are the more important^nonym 
under each :— 

1. Var. typica, leaves without glands at the apex of the petiole; T. 
beleiin, BM.: T. egla^iiloaa, Roxh.s T. GeUa, Dalo. 

2. Var. belerica, RoiA., leaves with two glands at She apex of the 

petiole ;*T. tadcrocatpa, Dtcine. ^ , 

3. Var. lanrinoidea, Miq. • 

• • 
.Terminalia Catappa, Linn. • 

Ths Indian Almond Trik. * 

* Vem. — fangli-badam, Hmo., Bov. ; Badam, Beng,; Taru, Kan. ; Naiva^ 

dum, Tam. ; Vedam, Tel. ; Adamarram, Mal. j Catappa, Mala/ 

A large, deciduous tree of the coast forests of the Andaman Islands, 
cultivated in most parts of India and Burma. Introduced most pro* 
bably from Java, 

The kernels yield upwards of 50 per cent, of a pure bland cal, which 
may be substituted for almond oil. Kept for a long time it deposits a 
large quantity of stearine. The bark is said to be astringent, (f'harm. 
Ind.) 

T, Chebula, Xdx. 

Vem. — Barra, kar, harara. Hind.; HUiiha, Ass.; Haritaki, Beng., 
Sans.; SUim, Lepcha ; Karedha, UaiYA ; Halra, Dec. ; Kadahai, Tam. ; 
Karaka, kadukar, Tel. ; Alale, Mysobx ; Pangah, Burm. 

A large, decnduous tree of the sub*Himalayan t ract, from the Sutlej 
eastward, ascending to 5,000 feet; Bengal, Assam, iQlhtagong, Central 
and South India. 

The chebulic myrobalan was highly extolled by the andCnt Hindus 
as a powerful alterative and tonic. It has received the names erf 
nadi or life-giver, Sudh^ at nectar, Bhishakpriya or physician’s favourite, 
and so forth. Seven varieties of haritaki are descrioei^of which two are 
at present recognised, the large ripe fruit called haritaki and the 
unnpe fruit called jangi haritaki. A g(X>d haritaki, fit for medicinal 
use, should be fresh, smooth, dense, heavy, and round in shape. Thrown 
into water it should sink in it. Chebuuc myrobalans are described as 
laxative, stomachic, tonic and alterative. They are used in fevers, cough, 
asthma, urinary diseases, piles, intestinal worms, chronic diarrhoea,costive¬ 
ness, flatulence, vomiting, hiccup, heart diseases, enlarged spleen and 
liver, ascites, skin diseases, 8cc. In combination with emblic and beleric 
myrobalans, and under the name of triphald, or the three myrqji^ns, 
they are extenrively used as adjuncts to other medicines in almost all 
^seases. As an alterative tonic tor promoting strength, preventing the 
effects of age and prolonging life, ch^ulic myrqjialan is used in a pecu¬ 
liar way. One fruit is taken every morning With salt in the rainy season, 
with sugar in autumn, with ginger in the first half of the cold season, with 
long pepper in the second h^, with honey in spring, and with treacle 
in the two hot months. {Hindu Hat. M»d,) 

,T. tomentosa, W. &• A. 

Vnns.—Asan, Hind.; Piasal, Beng.; Kurmppu-martda.maram, Tam.; 
Maddi, Tn.; Ain, Bom.; Taukkyan, BuRM. 

A large, deciduous tree of the sub-Himalayan tract, from the Ravi 
eastward, ascending to 4,000 feet in places, Bengal, Central and South 
India and Burma. 

A decoction of the bark is taken internally in atonic diarrhoea, and 
locally as an application to weak, indolent ulcers. iJPharm, Bkdia.) 
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When nicely polished, it resembles Walnut, and has been found one of 
the tesl woods for maldng stethoscopes at the Government Medical Store 
Depdt. (Dymock.') 


' TETRANTHERA. 
l,Tetnuitheralauri6)lia,/<tfy., LAuaiNza. 

^em.— liaidttAakri, Hind., Bom.j Sfaida, meda, gwa, rian, Ps.; Garbi- 

„ jaur, ringrauf, mmda. Hind.; Suppat^oi, LepcHa; Kuiurchiia, 
Benc. ; Miiida4akli, Tah. ; Narra olagi, Tel. ; Vngdung, Burn. 

A moderate-azed, evergreen tree of Kumaun, Garhwal, Be.igal, 
Ehirma, Central and &uth India. 

One of the best known and most popular of native drugs, being used 
internally, on account of its demulcent properties, in diarrhoea and dysen¬ 
tery, and externally as an emollient application to bruises, &c. The oil 
from the berries is used in rheumatism j the bark triturated in water or 
milk or even dry is applied to bruises. {Dymock ; Atkinson.) 

|jr. monopetala, Roxb. 

Vera ,— Buro-iuturchiita, Beng.; Meda, gva, singraf, sangran, marda. 
Hind.; Mendah, Gond.i Ratmanti, kaimero, Nepal; Sualv, Ass.; 
Narra mamadi, Tel.; l/ngdung. Burn. 

A moderate-sized, evergreen tree of the sub-Himalayan tract from 
the Ravi eastward; Kumaun, Garhwal, Bengal, Burma, Central and 
South India. 

The bark ^mildly astringent, and has balsamic properties. It is 
used by the hill people in diarrhcea, and is also applied to wounds and 
bruises.** (iifnsfi'e.) 


TEUCRIUM. 

Teucrium Chamaediys, Zinn., Labiat.®. 

Wall Germander. 

One of the ingredients of the celebrated Treeak-farook of the bazars, 
which is the representative of the Mithridatum, Theriaca Andromachi 
or T,-Damocratt of the ancients. Originally, it consisted of but a few 
nmples, W now contains so many as sixty-one, including opium. It 
is«ia fact, a complete aromatic opiate, a dram of it being equal to one 
grain of opium. (Birdvtood.) 


THALICTRUM. 

jTfaallctnim foliolosum, DC., Ranunculace.®. 

Vera.— Plli^ari, Hind.; Gurbiani, pashmaran, Pb.; Mameeran, Boji. 

A plant of temperate Himalaya, altitude 5,000 to 8,000 feet; Khdsia 
hills, altitude 4,000 to 6,000 feet. 

The root is tonic and aperient, useful in convalescence after acute 
diseases, in mild forms of intermittent fevers, and in atonic dyspMsia, 
5 gr^ns of pow.der, or 2 grains of the watery extract, given thnce daily, 
have in some c^es prevented, and in several moderated, the accession of 
fever, and at the same time acted gently on the bowels. {ffShaugh- 
part i, 161.) 
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THEOBltOMA. ‘ 

Theobroma Cacao, Linn., ^ixi^pumcEs, 

Theobroma j Cacao, or Coco or Chocolate tree. 

The Chocolite tree is a native of parts of Br^l and other northern 
portions ftf South Ameri.ca, extending also into ^Central America as far 
north as Mexico* • 

A concrete oil, obtained by expression and heat from the ground seeds, 
is used as an emollient. {Pharm. Ind.) It is remarkable for having littl? 
tendency to bwome rancid, and hence has long been used in European 
pHkrmacy. It is well adapted for the preparation of suppositories and 
pessaries. ’ • 


THESPESIA. 

^Thespesia populnea, Corr., Malvacea, 

The Tulip or Portia Tree, 

Vem.— Paras-pipvl, parsipu, Hind, j Poresk, parask, paresk-pipol, BsnQi j 
Gardhabhanda, Sans, j Paris, partia, pursa, Tam. j Gangaraya, Tki. j 
Bind}, Guz. j Sureya, Cingh. j Bhendi, BoM. 

An exceedingly handsome tree, largely cultivated along roadsides, 
especially in Madras City. Indigenous to the coast forests of India, Burma, 
and the Andaman Islands. 

The fruit yields a yellow, viscid juice, which forms a valuable local 
ap^plication in scabies and other cutaneous diseases in South India. The 
Mected parts of the body are daily washed with a decoction of the bark. 
Alnslie says that a decoction of the bark is given internally as an 
alterative. 


THEVETIA. 

Thevetia neriifolia, /«w., Apoctnacks. 

The Exile of yellow Oleander. 

Syn.—C ebbera Thkvetia, Linn. 

Vtra. - Pila-kaner, Hind., Bom., Dec.; ATa/io/iMf. Benc.; Pac>hck-ai-alari, 
Tam.j Pach-cka-gann^ru, Tel.j Uolami-yai-pan, Burm. 

The plant is commonly cultivated in tropical America, and has.been 
introduced into India. 

The milky juice of the tree is highly poisonous. Its bitter and cathar¬ 
tic bark is said to be a powerful febrifuge. Th% antiperiodic properties 
of the bark have been confirmed by Dr, < 1 . Bidie and Dr. 5 . Shortt, 
It was tried in the form of a tincture in various kinds of remittept fever and 
with satisfactory results. In large doses it acts as an acrid purgative and 
emetic, and in still larger doses as a powerful poison. The kernels are 
very bitter, and when chewed produce'a slight feeling of numbness and heat 
in the tongue. The oil extracted from them is said to be emetic and 
purgative. {Pharm, Ind.) 

ThorO'Apple. S** Datm Stnuaonliiai, Linn., Solanaces. 

Thus Americana. 

The concrete turpentine obtained from Pima Tada, iCompERB. 
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* Tri^US. 

xi6o Tiqrmus setiq^m^ ZiVm., Labuts. 

* Ththb. 

■ ( 

VtaL—UdskOf ringsUtr, maruha, Pb. 

^Jommon in the I^unjab Himalaya and Tibet from 5,000 to 15,000 feet, 
and in.^.he Sulaiman Range. 

*' Gn the Chenab the seeds are ^ven as a ‘ worm ’ medicine, and Honig* 
beigar states that the plant is offiunal in c^seases of the eyes and stomach. 
{Dr, &»wari.) „ 

w6i T.'Sp.? 

* ' 'Vttn.—MuUMarJmttsUa,fMri,raHg, 

“ Imported from-Persia. The odour and taste of the drug is pleasant, 
like peppermint, but sweeter. Properties stimulant and -carminative. 
{Dymock.) 


1x62 


T. TU^:aris, Zi««. 

Ga&dxn Ththe. 

Vtxa,—Ipar, Hind, j Hathu, Anab. 

A small, much*branched shrub, native oi the Mediterranean countries 
of Europe from Portugal to Greece, including Corsica and the Balearic 
Islands. 

" Oil of thyme is a useful and powerful local stimulant, and may be 
apphed to a carious tooth by means of lint or cotton to relieve tooth-ache j 
or when Mixed with olive cril or spirit, especially if combined with camphor, 
as a stimulating hmment in chronic^ rheumatism, sprains, bruises, &c. 
The chief consumption of c«l of thyme is, however, in veterinary practice. 
{Btntl^ and Trimen.) 


Tiaiidium indlcum, ZbAm. HeUotroplnm Indlcnm, Zi'm., Bora. 
omu. 


1163 *nn. 

.’Vtta.—Vanga, Sans. 

Tin is purified by melting it over the fire and pouring the TP p 1 n»d 
Avid into the milky juice of Calotropis eigantea (Arka). It is chiefly 
used in urinary ifisorders in a variety of forms. {Hindu Mat. Med.) 
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TINOSPORA. 


Tiaospora cordifoliai MUrs., MimspiRUACBiX. 

Gulancha. 


Sya— CoccuLus coamroLius, DC. 

Hind.1 Gulancha, Beno.j GuducM, amriia. 
Sans. ) Arab. tGulUl, Pbrs. : Gul^id, Dsc.: SkindU-kodi, Tam. J 
Tj^adigt^adicki, Tel. ; Aim^^ Mal. ; Gulavell, Mahr. ; Rataiinda, 
ClNOK.; GulTtaU,guloe,girolt,Bou. 


Found in Bengal, Assam, Behar, Deccan, Orissa, the Carnatic, 
Malabar, Mysore and other parts of tropical India. 
a8o ' 
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"The stem, leaves, mots and Mteiy extract of this plant are all 
used in Hindu medicine. The entire plant is 4 q^ded as a, ^uable 
alterative and tonic. It is used in general debility, fever, jaundice, skin 
diseases, rheumatism, urinary dis^ues, irritability of stom^, he. The 
fresh juice of the plant is taken wHh milk as a general tonic." (Hindu 
if at. Med.) The root and stems are describe in tb^ Pharmacopma 
Indica as tonic, antiperiodic,' and diuretic, us^ul in mild forms of 
interminents, in general debility after fevers'and othar exhausting 
diseases, and inasecondary S3'philitic affections and chronic rhe|^Ri&tism. 
“ Speakingfof its employment as an antiperiodic. Waring stated that he 
emplc^ed it in twenty cases of ordinary quotidian fevers in Burma; 
qpa in each case it prevented the accession of the cold stage but it did 
not appear to ^'mimsh (he severity, or prevent the r^^ular return of the 
hot stage, a peculiarity, he adds, not observed by him in the use of *any 
other remedy of the same class. Gulancha is also regarded by the 
natives in certain parts of India as a specific for the bites of poisonous 
insects and venomous snakes.” (BentUy and Trimen.) 

Tinospora crispa, Miers . 

Met with from Sylhet and Assam to Pegu and Malacca, 

Possesses the bitterness, and probably the tonic properties, of 
Gulancha. 

Tobacco. See Nlcotiana Tabacnm, £inn., Solanacea 


TODDALIA. 

Toddalia aculeata, Pen., Rutacex. * 

Toddalia. , 

Vem.— Kant, Hikd. ) Dakan, lakan, Raiputaka ; Meiniara, Nepal; 
Seakijirik, Lepcha ; Sfilkaranai, Tam. ; Konda-kaskinda, Tel. ; Jangli 
kcui miracki. Bom, 

A large, scandent shrub, covered with prickles, met with on the 
Himalaya from Kumaun eastward to the Khasia hills, ^ascending to alti> 
tude 5,000 to 6,000 feet j also common throughout the Western Penin¬ 
sula and Ceylon. 

The root-bark is ofScinal, being an aromatic tonic, stimulant and 
antiperiodic; useful in constitutional debility, and in convalescence after 
febrile and other exhausting diseases. (Pharm. Ini.) Todd^lij root 
under the name of Lopez root was formerly esteemed in European prac¬ 
tice as a remedy for diarrhcea, but has long fallen into disuse. It is, 
however, regarded in India as'a valuable'simulating tonic; it first 
obtained its reputation as a reme^ in the ftmittent jungle fever, com¬ 
monly known as hill-fever. Dr. Etldie, of Madras, says, he knows no 
single remedy in which active, stimulant, carminative^ and tonic pro¬ 
perties are so happily combined as in this drug. In India it is usually 
administered in the forms of tincture and infusion.” (Bentley and 
Trimen.) 

Toddy. See Botaaua flabelllfomila, Linn,, Palhs. 

Tolu, of. See Myroajdoa Toliillen, H. B, K., Lxqvxihosx. 

Tragseanth. See Aatngalu Tens, Olivier, Lsguminosa. 
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^ TRAGIA. 
n67 Traj^ involucrata, Man. 

' Vtsn .— Barkania , Hind, j BiehaH , Bend, j Vrisehi - kali , Sans, j Kanchuri , 

Tam. Dulaghondi , Tel. 

A common, stinging weed found in dry places. t 

(The r^t is used as alterative in venereal diseases^ The fruit is made 
into aipaste and applied to boils to hasten suppuration. 

TRAPA. 

xi68 Trapa bispiaosa, Roxb., Okageaces. 

* Vtra .— Singhira , Hind. ; Piniphal , Beno. ; Sringaiaka , Sans. ; Parike - 

gadda , Tel. 

Pound throughout India and Ceylon. 

The nuts are f2irinaceous, and used as food j considered by natives cool 
and sweet, useful in bilious affections and diarrhoea. The nuts are also 
^used in the form of poultices. (Baden-Poivell.) 


TRIANTHEMA. 

1169 ,Trianthema decandra, Zinn., Ficoide*. 

* Vem.— Gada 4««i, Bkno.j Dec.; KaKay-sAaninnay, Tam.; 

Telia ghalijeroo, Tel. 

An aiyiual met with in Deccan Peninsula and Ceylon. 

The root is aperient, and said to be useful in hepatitis and asthma. A 
decoction of the root-bark is given as an aperient. (Ainslie.) 

*170 ■ T. monogyna, Linn. 

* ' Syn. —T. OBCOEDATA, Poxb. 

Veni. — Sabuni, Beno.; Nasurjangki, Dec. ; Skaninnay, Tam.; Gkeli 
jekroo, Tel. 

A perennial of the Coromandel Coast and Bengal. 

The root, which is bitter and nauseous, is given in powder in combina¬ 
tion with ginger as a cathartic; when taken fresh it is somewhat sweet. 
{Ainslie.) 

ivji pebtendra, Linn. 

m Vem. —Bisk kapra, norma, Sind, Pb. 

Found in the Punjab, ^ind and plains of North-West India. 

The plant is used as an astringent in abdominal diseases, and is also 
stated to produce abortion. {Dr. Stewart.) 

TRIBULUS. 

XI72 Tribulus alatus, ZYGorarLLEa. 

* Vera.— Rin do-trihund, latak, SiND. 

Met with in Sind, Punjab at Multan. 

The fruits are used for the same purposes as those of T. terrettni^ 
Linn. 
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Tribulus terrestris, Linn. , • . j 

Syn.—T. lANUGiNosus, Linn. 

Vern- — Gokhri, Hind, j Goi^uru, Bens, j Gokshuri, ikshngandha. Sans. ; 
BatHtuj, khasak, Arab, jKkart-khasak, Pers. j Ghdkri, Dec. j Nerunji, 
Tam.j PalUru-mullu, Tel.; Nerinnil, Mal.; Charatte, sulmntn, 
Burm. ; Lahana gokroo. Bom. • 


“ The fAits are reg’arded as cooling, diuretic, toni^^ndaphi^isiac, and 
are used in painfutmicturition, calculus affections, urinary disorders sand 
impotence.” They form one of the ten ingredients which cdhstitute 
the Dasamula of the Hindu physicians. {Hindu Mat. Med.) They ir^ also 
considered astringent, and Bellew states that they are taken by women to 
ensifre fecundity, and an infusion of the stems is taken for gonorrhoea. 
(Dr. Stewart.) In South Ihdia the fruit is highly valued as a diuretic. •In 
many cases where this has been tried, the result was quite perceptible in 
the increase of the urinaiy secretion. There is another method of 
administration, in which the fruit and the root is boiled with rice to form 
a medicated water, which is taken in large quantities (Pharm. Ind.) 


TRICHODESMA. 

Trichodesma africanum, Br., Boragine.®. 

Vem. Pahurpanee, SiND. 

Met with in Punjab and Sind- 
Leaves are used as diuretic (Murray). 

T. indicum, Sr. 

Vern.— Chhota-kulpha, Kowri-bootee, ratntandoo, Pb. fGaoeaban, 

Sind. 

Found throughout Inctta, but not in Bengal plains. 

Held in repute in'snake-bites ; also considered diuretic; used as a blood 
purifier and a cooling medicine. A cold infusion of the leaves is considered 
depurative. In the Deccan, the plant is used as an emollient poultice. 
(Pharm Ind.) 

T. zeylanicum, Br. 

Deccan Peninsula and Ceylon. 

Leaves used as an emollient poultice. 


TRICHOSANTHES. 

. Trichosanthes ang^ina, Linn., Cucurbitace®. 

Vem. — Chichenda, Hind. ; Chichingi, Benq. ; Chichinda, Sans. ; Parula, 
pada-vala. Boh. 

Cultivated in India. 

The seeds are considered a cooling medicine. 

T. cordata, Jtoxb. 

A plant met with at the base of the Eastern Himalaya in Sikkim 
and Assam to Pegu; frequent in the Khdsia Terai and Cachar. 

The large tuberous roots are used as a viduable tonic and as a substi¬ 
tute for CoTumba (Roxburgh.) 


[PARt V.i 

» • ! 

th&bo- ' 
SAirrHSsi.l 

1173 


1174 


1175 


Z176 


N 

1177 


IZ78 


283 



Economic Produicts of India, 

r 


Trkhosanthes arcumerimia Linn, 

Vera— yaHeli^chichonda, Him>.} Ban-ckichtHga, ian^^aiol, Bsno.j Kat 
h^^ptpudal, Tam, ; Adam^pma, Tsl. ; Katppam^paiolim, Mal, ; T6- 
pMk^moyt, Bukm. ^ 

Found throughout India and Ceylon. 

The see^ are reputed good in cUsorders of the stomach on the 
Malabar Coast. „The unripe fruit is very bitter, but is ^eaten by the 
natives in their curries. The tender shoots and ^ied capsules are very 
biha and aperient, and are reckoned among the laxative medicines ''v 
the Hindus. They are used in infusions. In decoction with sug 
tlwy are given to assist digestion. The seeds are antifebrile and anthel¬ 
mintic. The juice of the leaves expressed is emetic, and that of thf* root, 
drank in the quantity of 2 oz. for a dose, is very purgative. The stalk in 
‘decoction is expectorant {Drury). 

xx8o T, dioica, Poxi. 

Vem. — Parvar,pahal, Hind. j PaiSl, Bens.; Patda, Sans.) Kombu.pv- 
ialai, Tam. ; Kommu'patla, Tel. ; Pafolam, Mal. 

Throughout the plain of North India from the Punjab to Assam, and 
East Ben^. 

,■ The leaves, fresh juice of thd fruits and the root are all used medici¬ 
nally, The leaves are described as goo<^ light, and agreeable, bitter 
tonic. The fresh juice of the unripe fruit is often used as a cooling and 
laxative adjunct to some alterative medicines. In Wlious fever a de¬ 
coction of paiola leaves and coriander in equal parts, is riven as a febri¬ 
fuge and laxative. {Hindu Materia Medica.) An alcoholic extract of 
the unripe fruit is said to be a powerful and safe cathartic. According 
to Rai Kani Lai Da Bahadur, “the bulbous part of the root is a 
hydragogue cathartic. The root of this plant acts like £ lateiium, for 
which k can be substituted.'* The old Hindu physicians placed much 
confidence in it in the treatment of leprosy, {Pharm. Ind.) 

zx8z T. neTTifolia, Linn. 

Medicinal properties similar to T. dlolca, Roxh, 
zx^ T. palmata, Roxh. 

Vera — Lal-indrayan, Hind. ; MUdt, Beno. ; MahHila, Sans. ; Ania- 
ghSl, Arab, ; HaHtale.sttrkh, Pers, ; Lal-indrivan, Dec. ; Korattni. 
Tam.) Amagida.paHdu, Tel.) Titta-kondala, CiNGH.) Kaundet, 
, Bom. 

. From the Himalaya to Ceylon and Singapore; very common i. all 
moist thidcets, ascending to 5,000 feet. 

>' The fruit Of this species, pounded and well mixed with warm cocoa-nut 
oil, forms a valuable application to sores under the ears and nostrils 
{Atnslie). The root is used as a cattle medicine in inflammation of 
lungs* Roxburgh inf(»?ns that the fruit is pcnsonous. In Bomba- the 
fniit is smoked as a remedy for asthma. {Dyntock.) 

TRIGONELLA. 

xz^S Tri^ndla, P(snum>graeciim, Linn., Legukino&x. 

FziTDaXZXK. 

Vem. — ifetii, Beno., Hind., Sans.; Huliak, Arab.) Shamlii, Pers.) 
VtndayamfltM.i Jtfimfii/tf, Tel. i PintTojiam, Mal.) Mmthyi, Kan.) 
MiM, Mahr„ Guz.) Pt^n4a-a, Burm. 

Cultivate^ in many parts of India, wild in Kashmir and the Punjab. 
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" Fenug^ek seeds site considered carminative, tonic, and aphrodisiic. 
Several confections made \iith this aft^e are recommended for^use in 
dyspepna with loss of appetite, in the diarrhoea > oP puerperal wynren and 
in rheumatism.” [Hindu Mat, Med.) An infusion w the seeds is given by 
the natives to small-pox patients as a cooling drink. ** Mahomedan writers 
describe the plant and seeds as hot and -dry, suppurative, aperient, 
diuretic, emmenagogue, useful in dropsy, chronic cougb, and enlar^ 
ments of^he spleen and liver. A poultice of th^ leaves is said to oe 
of use in external and internal swellings, and burns, anB to prevent 
the hair falling dS. The flour of the seeds is used as a poultiqf, and is 
applied to the skin in cosmetic.” {Dymock.) “The use of Feaugreek 
as a medidnal agent is now obsolete in Europe and United States. 
Formerly the seeds were employed in the preparation of emollient 
cau.plasms, fomentations and enemata, but weie never mven internally. 
The powdered seeds are still used in veterinary practice. ” {Bentlty*and 
Trimen.) 


TRITIOUM. 

Triticum sativum, Zam., Grauimex. I184. 

Common Wheat. 

Syn.— T. MSTtvvte, Linn.-, T. itvbernum,; T. vulgare, ViU. s 
T. TURGinuM, Linn.} T. compositum, JJnn.} T. durum, Desf. 

Vent.— Hind. ; Gam, Beno.; Godhiima, SfitfS.; Hiniak, Arab.; 

Gandum, Pbks. } G6dumai,Tt.H.} Gidumuli, izi,,} 

Gddki, Kan.; CaKung, Mar.; Giyon saba, Burm. 

An annual herb, culrivated chiefly in North-West India, Central 
Provinces and Bombay. 

“ Wheaten flour is but little used in medicine, but it may be sprinkled 
on the skin in erysipelatous inflammation, and various itching or burning 
eruptions, as nettle-rash, and also in burns and scalds. When employed 
for the atter, it cools the part, excludes the air, and absorbs the discW'ge, 
forming a crust which effectually protects the sabjacent,part. When the 
crust has become detached by the accumulation of purulent matter be¬ 
neath, a poultice may be applied, and after its removal, the exposed 
surface may be again sprinkled over with flour. A mixture of flour and 
water is also used as an antidote in pdsoning by the salts of mercury, 
copper, zinc, silver, and tin, and by iodine, Wheaten flour is als8 acca- 
sionally employed in pharmacy for enveloping pills.” 

“ Bran is sometimes used in the form of a decoction or infusion, as an 
emollient bath; and also internally as a demulceflt in catarrhal affections 
and bowel complaints. Bran poultices are also useful in abdominal inflam¬ 
mation, spasms, &c. Bran taken in substance is laxative, hence bran 
bread, which is made from unsifted flour, may be'.used with advantage in 
certain dyspeptic cases. Bran bread, made from coarse wheat bran, has 
also been employed with success in the treatment of diabetes; its value 
in this disease being due tothe almost entire absence of starch.” [Bentley 
and Trimen.) 

Mucilage of starch is demulcent and a ^ood vehicle for enemas in 
dysentery and_ other bowel affections. G^erine of starch forms a 
demulcent application in skin diseases, exconations and other local affec¬ 
tions. [Pharm, Ind.) 
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TOIUMFETTA. 

TriumCetta rotunilifolia, Ladi ., Tiliacsje. 

' Vem.— 

Found in Western Peninsula and Ceritral India, from Bandelkhand to 
Mysore and Pegu. 

'* The mucSaginous and astringent properties of the leaves and fruits 
of certain TrinnuetCv called Carapixo de calcada in Brazil,<which ^ow 
eveiQfwhere in that country, especially on the roadside^nd in the vicinity 
of dwAlings, render them serviceable in injections for inveterate gonor- 
rhoe^.* {Murray.) 

^Turmeric. See Curcuma longa, Roxb., Scitaminejc. < 

Turpentine. See pinus. 


TUSSILAGO. 

Tussilago Farfara, Linn., Composit.e. 

^tCfU—Watpan, Pb, 

' Found in western Himalaya, from Kashmir to Kumaun, altitude 6,000 
to 11,000 feet. 

The leaves are sometimes applied to wounds {Dr. Stewart). 

TYLOPHORA. 

Tyiophora asthmatica, White & Am ., Asclepiadejk. 

Vepi.— yanglipikinan, aniamul,\ili>T>.i Nach^churuppdn, Tam. j Verri- 
pdla, Tel. ; Valli-pdla, Mal. j Bin-nuga, Cingh. 

Met with in North and East Bengal, Assam, Cachar, Chittagong and 
Burma to Malacca, Deccan Peninsula. Comifion in the hotter districts of 
Ceylon. 

The dried leaves are emetic, diaphoretic and expectorant, useful in 
over-loaded states of the stomach and other cases requiring the use of 
emetics. It has also been found useful in dysentery, catarrh, and other 
affections in which Ipecacuanha has been employed. {Pharm. Ind.) 
Roxburgh, in his Flora indica, gives a long account of the use of this plant 
as a substitute for Ipecacuanha :— 

" On the coast of Coromandel, the roots of this plant have often been 
used as a substitute for Ipecacuanha. I have often prescribed it myself, 
and always found it answer as well as I could expect Ipecacuanha to do. I 
have also often had very favorable reports of its effects from others. It 
was a very useful medicine with our Europeans who were unfortunately 

? risoners with Hydar Ally, during the war of 1780, 1781, 1782, and 1783. 
n a pretty large dose, it answered as an emetic; in smaller doses, often 
repeated, as a cathartic, and in both ways very effectually. 

“ I had made and noted down many observations of its uses, when in 
large practice in the General Hospital at Madras in 1776, 1777, and 1778, 
but lost them, with all my other papers, by the storm and inundation at 
and near Coringa in May 1787. I cannot therefore be so full on the 
virtues of this valuable, though much neglected, root, as I could wish. I 
have no doubt but it would answer every purpose of Ipecaciianha. 

“ The natives also employ it as an emetic; the bark, of about three or 
• inches, of the fresh root, they rub upon a stone, and mix with a little 
r for a dose ; it generally purges at the same .time.” 
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fioU hy Dr. P, Russell. 

" Dr. Rutaell was informed by the PhysiciaA General af Madras 
(Dt. J. Anderson) that he had many years before kBown it used, JxAh bv 
the European and Native Troops, with great success in the dysentery which 
happened at that time to be epi^emig in the camp. The store of Ipeca¬ 
cuanha had, it seems, been wholly expended, and Dr. Anderson finding 
the practice of the black doctors much more successful jthan his own, 
acknowledged, with his usual candour, that he was pot ashamed to take 
instructionTrom them, which he pursued with good Success ; %nd collect¬ 
ing a quantity of fhe plant which they pointed out to him, he sent^ 
package of Oie roots to Madras. It is certainly an artide of the^indu 
Matena Medica highly deserving attention.” • 

Tylothora fasdculata, Ham. 

Ven. — Bkui-doree, Bom. * 

Found in bouth Nepal, South Konkan and Bababoodan hills. 

Used as a poison for rats and other vermin. (Dymock.) 

TYPHA. 

Typha ang^ustifolia, Linn., Typhacm. 

Syn.— Typha klephantina, Roxb. 

Vem. — Pater, Hind.; Hogla, Beng.; firoiii. Sans.; MaHr., 

Sind. 

Found in Bengal, Peninsula and Concans. 

The down of the ripe fruit is used as an application to wounds and 
ulcers, which acts in the same way as the medicated cotton wool. 

TYPHONIUM. 

Typhonium orixense, Schott., Aroide.®. 

Vem.^— Ghil-kochu, 8eng. ; Karunaih-kushangu, Tam. ; Kanda-gadda, 
Tel. ; China, Mal. 

Met with in Cochin China, Indian Peninsula, Ceylon. 

The roots are exceedingly acrid, and used by the' natives in poultices. 
(Roxburgh.) 


ULMUS. 

Ulmus campestris, Linn., Urticace®. 

Common Elm, Eng.; Orme, Fr.; Feldruster ulme, €ien. 

VertU — Yumbok, Ladak; Bran, brahmi, kai, Pb. 

A large tree frequently reaching a height of loo feet indigenous in 
Central and South Europe, naturalised, not inaigenous, in England, com¬ 
monly planted in parks and avenues. North Asia, Turkistan, North 
China, Japan, Syria, Armenia, Caucasus, and probably Afghanistan. 

Brandts refers to this plant the small-leaved elm of the North West¬ 
ern Himalaya. Not common, and generally near villages, in North 
Western Himalaya, on the upper Jhelam, Chenab, Bias, Sutlej and Indus, 
and in the Nubra valley ascending to 10,500 feet. 

“Elm bark is prescribed in decoction as a wealsjmucilaginousastringent, 
but is almost obsolete.” (Pharmacographia.) It is used as an alterative 
tonic and demulcent in chronic skin £seases, especially in lepra, psoriasis , 
and herpes. It has also been employed as a diaphoretic and diuretic, 
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Ulfflus intes^olia, Eoxh , 

Vera.— Pt^rifithamnia, iinj, kara»;i,Hitn>.i Pn^ri, hhulen, arjan, Pb.j 
* f Aya, TMC.aNtimli, Tbl.j RatHja, Kan.j ifyeuisHi, BintM. 

A large, deciduous tree of the sub-Himalayan tract from the Beas east¬ 
ward, Cent^ and South India, Burma,» 

The bruised leaves are applied to boils. 


. ' ' UNCARIA. 

ii93 Uncajf^ Gambler, Hunter, Rubucex. ^ 

' Thb Gambiek, Paie Catechu, or Teeea Japonica, 

Vem. — Aniudu-iurra, Tbl. ; Camiir, Mal. ’ 

‘ An extensive, scandent bush, native of Ceylon and the Malay Archi- 
peWo, distributed to Java and Sumatra. 

The extract is obtained by boiling the leaves and young shoots. 

“ Gambier, under the name of Catechu, is used medicinally as an as¬ 
tringent, but the quantity thus consumed is as nothing in comparison with 
that emplc^ed for tanning and dyeing." {Pharmacograpkta.) Catechu 
lozenges are useful in hoarseness, relaxation of the throat, uvula and ton- 
, silis, m sponginess and ulceration of the gums, ptyalism, &c. They may 
be employed in diarrhoea, pyrosis, and other cases in which astringents 
are indcated. (Pkarm. Ind.) 


1194 Urine. 


URARIA. 


ti95 .Uraria lagopoides, PC., Lzaimmoss. 

• Syn.— Doodia laoopodioidss, 

Vem. — PUvan, Hind.; Chakulia, Benc.; Prisnipami, Sans. 

Met with in the tropical zone, from Nepal and Bengal to Ava. 

"This plant is an ingredient of the Dasamula, and is thus much used 
in native medicine. It is considered alterative, tonic and snticatarrhal, 
but is seldom used alone.” (Hindu Mat, Med.) 

1196 U. picta, Dew. 

• Vera — Deterdine, Ps. j Prisnipami, Mahr, 

From Himalayas to Ceylon, ascending to 6,000 feet in the North- 
West. 

In South India the plant is supposed to be an antidote to the poison of 
the Phoorsa snake (Echia carinata). Fruit is applied to the sore mouths 
of children. (Dymock; Stewart.) 


' URGINEA, 

X197 .Urginea iadica, Eun/i., Uuxwt. 

Ikdiah Squill. 

Syn.—SCILLA INDlCA, Roxi, 

Vera— Kandaijangli^nix, KlWD.f Ban^ydx, Beno.; Vana-palindam, 
Sans. , IsqUe-Undi, Arab. ; PiyMe-pi6she.hindi, Pers. ; Kandra, Dec. ; 
Narveengiyam, Tam. : Ndkha^iim-gadda, Teu ; Jangali piydiha, rina 
kindd, ^M. ; KatuUi, Mal. ; VaUini, CiNOH.; To^sin,B\iM. 

lund inhabiting the sandy shores of the peninsula of India. 
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. IVAUBm^ 

» IfA- 

Bnlb is cx>mmonIy employed as a diuretic ^d expectorant, anf 

accordityf'to Mr. Moodeen SharifF, forms a poor suutitute for the olidnal 
squill (lAginea Sdlla, Steinfieil). He says that it " possesses litfie or n 
action when it is old and large. To ensure its goM action, it shouh 
either be very young and not ISrger* than a lime in size, or its innermos 
coats alone should m selected.” It is chiefly used by farriers for horsei ^ 

in cases of strangury and fever. The burnt bulb is externally applied ^ ‘ 

to the solac of the feet when suffering from an> burning* sensation 
(Ainslie.) • ^ • 

Urgiaea Sdlla, S/einheii. * 1198 

• Squill. * 

Syn.—SciLLA MAKITIsfA, LtHH. ; Unginea haritima, Boktr. • 

A perennial herb met with near the Mediterranean shores. 

The sliced and dried bulbs are offidnal and imported into India 
They are expectorant and diuretic in small dozes, and emetic and cathartic 
in larger ones. In over-doses they act as an irritant poison. They are 
useful in the asthenic forms of dropsj, in chronic bronchitis, asthma, and 
catarrhal affections. {Pharm. Ind.) It should not be administered in 
acute inflammatory affections on account of its irritant qualities. As an. 
emetic it has been prescribed in hooping cough and croup, usually com- ^ 
bined with ipecacuanha, but as an emetic it is very uncertain in its 
action. (Bentley & Trimen.) * < 


Utangan. ii^g 

The Utangan or Unjureh of Mahomedan writers is the Urtica pritna 
of the Latins (Urtica punlifeta, but the drug which is found in 

the Bombay bazars under the name of Utingan is the seed of Acantho- 
dium biitum, Stocks. * 


Uva Ursl See Arctoataphylos Uva Ursl, Spreng., ExiCACEiE. 


UVARIA. 

Uvaria Narum, Wall., ANONAcxiS. X 200 

\tXtX.—Narum-panel, Mac. * 

A large, woody climber met with in the forests of the Western Penin¬ 
sula, central province, ascending to 4,000 feet. 

A sweet-scented, greenish ojl is obtained from the roots by distillatiqn 
in Malabar, which, as well as the root itself, is used in various diseases. 

The root is fragrant and aromatic, and the bruised leaves smell like 
cinnamon. (Rheede.) , 

Vachellia Farnesiana, w. & A. See Acad* Fameriana, Wilu. 

LEOumNOSXt. 

VALERIANA. 

Valeriana Hardwickil, Wall., Valerians^. . ;20 T 



A plant of the temperate Himalaya, from Kashmir to Bhutan, alti 
tude 4,000 to 12,000 feet, Khisia mountains, altitude 4,000 to 6,000 
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^mA. 

' The strong-scei^ed ropts are used for medicinal purposes in Nepal and 
Nofcth India. According to DpfAdama the .^naa Nardci the ancients 
was probably the'root of this plant. It deserves attention as an 
antispasmodic. {Pharm. Ind.) When dry the roots are burnt as per¬ 
fume, and are also used as a ila^orin^ agent and .to keep oS insects 
from clothes,^ (Atkinton.) 


' X202 Vf^eclana ofScinalls, Xmff. 

, ‘ Common Valirian. 

'Vtxn.—KiUvild, Mahb. j 

Found in North Kashmir, Sonamurg, altitude 8,000 to 9,000 feet. \ 

‘ The root is officinal, being stimulant and antispasmodic. ^ It is useful, 
as an antispasmodic in hysteria, epilepsy, chorea and allied affections. As 
a stimulant it is used in the advanced stages of fevers, low asthenic in¬ 
flammations, &c. (Pharm. Ind.) As an antispasmodic it is much inferior 
to asafcetida. In excessive dose'^ it causes head-ache, mental excitement 
indicating a deranged state of the nervous system. In intermittents it has 
been useful when combined with cinchona bark or other tonics. Baths of 
Valerian have been found very useful in acute rheumatism. The volatile 
cal of Valerian is also a gc»d form of administration. (Bentley fsf 
Trimen.) 


V. WallicWi, DC. 

' Vem.— imUi, iala, Pb. 

Grows in temperate Himalaya from Kashmir to Bhutan, altitude 10,000 
feet, K<idsia Mountains, altitude 4,000 to 6,000 feet. 

The roots are exported to the plains and are used medicinally. (Dr. 
Stewart.) 


VALLARIS. 

Vallaris Heynei, ^reng., Apocynacejs. 

■ Syn.—V. DICHOTOMA, Wail. 

Ma]l.-.-Hiiparmili, Bemq. ; BhadravaUi, Sanb.; Dudhi, Kumaun. 

„A large, twining shrub of the sub-Himalayan tract, from the Ganges 
"eastward. Central and South India, and Burma. , 

The milky juice is applied to wounds and generally to old sores. 


VANDA. 

1205 Vanda Rozburghii, Okchidem. 

Hind., Bbno. ; Sdsnd, gandhanakuU, Sans. 

" Risni root is said to be fr^ant, bitter and useful in rheumatism 
and allied disorders, in which it is prescribed in a variety of forms. It 
also enters into composition of several medicated oils for external applica¬ 
tion in rheumatism and diseases of the nervous system.” (Hindu Mat-, 
.^ed.) Sm also Acaaqie pa{dUosa, 

^ ' 2 ^ * 



Medieints, 


• [part-h; 


VATERIA. 

Vateria indlcaj Linn,, DipterocaspeI. 

The White DAMMA^ of South India, or Pinet Varnish, oi 
Indian Copal. 

Syn.—V. halabArica, Blume. * 

VtirS-^rKahruba or sandras, Hikd. ; Piruymarantt Vah. ; D%pa maram 
Kan.; Di^adu, Tel.; Hal, Cingh.; Ral, Bom, (See also ^trea 
robusta.) ^ 

Western moist zone; Western GhSts, from Kanara to Travaiftore, 
asc^ding to 4,000 feet. • 

The principal source of .the white Dammar met with in the bazars of 
South India. From the fruit, bruised and subjected to boiling, is obtaA- 
ed a solid, fatty oil, named Piney-ialloin or Vegetable Butter of Kanara, 
which is highly valued as a local application in chronic rheumatism and 
some other pmnful affections. It may also be employed as a basis of oint¬ 
ments. (Pharm. Ind.) 


IZ06 


Vatica Tumbuggala, W. & A., Dipterocarpkr. See ShoreaTum XW7 
baggala, Roxi. 


VERATRUM. 

Veratrum viride, Aiton., Liuacer. 

Green or American Hellebore. 

Found in the east coast of North America, from Onada to Carolina. 

The rhizome is a powerful sedative, especially of the circulatory system 
in overdoses, it acts as an emetic and a powerful depressant, h is used 
in some acute inflammations, •vie., pneumonia, in acute and chronic rheum¬ 
atism, gout, neuralgia, asthpia, and in cardiac diseases, attended with in¬ 
creased action. It has also been used in typhoid fever, but with doubtful 
results. {Pharm. Ind.) In the Pharmacographia, this|substance has been 
much recommended as a cardiac, and arterial and nervous sedative. It is 
said to lower the pulse, the respiration and heat of the body, not to be 
narcotic, and rarely to occasion purging. 


VERBASCUM. 

Verbascum Thapsus, Linn., Scrophularinr. 1208 

Veia.— Vilr, phil, bantamdki, Pb. * * 

A plant of the temperate Himalaya, altitude 6,000 to 11,000 feet, from 
Kashmir to Bhutan, and of Western Tibet. ^ • 

In Bissahir, the root is given as a febrifuge. The name rewand chini 
of this plant seems to indicate that it is sometimes used to adulterate 
rhubarb. (Dr. Stewart.) Digitalis leaves are occasionally found mixed 
mth those Verbascum Tbapsua and of other plants. (Garrod.) 

VERBENA. 

Verbena officinalis, Linn., Verbenackr. • 

j WtXtl.—PimUh, kariita, Pb. 

Common in moist places all over the Punjab plains, and at places to 
7,000 feet in the hills. 
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ilie fresh leavestere used as febrifum and tonic, and the plant is ofii> 
dna^«t Lahore, beiag dejSurativp and febrifuge. 

13 X 0 Verm&ellL ^ 


VERNONIA. 

X3IX /Vesoonid anthelftiiatica, PTtV/if., Cohposita. 

*^yn.—S brratula antbsluintica, Coryza anthelkintica, 

, ’ Linn. 

Veni. — Buciche, kalUteorit, Hind.; Somraj, Brno.; Aiarfldl, Avla3,, 
Pers.j Somraji, SaVS.j Netrnoochie, caatsirOf'um, T\tt,; 
r ynlie, adavie-Mula^turu, Tbl. ; Kali-teerie, DaC.; Sanni-nayan, CiNGH.; 

Kal^yteree, Bon. < 

A plant met with.in parts of India, especially on the Himalaya. 

" The seeds are of great repute in Sanskrit Materia Medica as a medi- 
dne for white leprosy and other skin diseases. It is mentioned also as an 
anthelmintic.” {Hindu Mat. Med.) The author of Makhean-ul-Adwiya 
describes Kali-eeree, and says that it is internally used for removing 
phlegm and intestinal worms, and in the form of poultice or plaster it is 
used to disperse cold tumours. {Dymock.) In Travancore, the bruised 
seeds are largely employed with Ume-juice as a means of destroying 
pediculi. Dr. Gibson reports that the seeds are a valuable tonic and 
stomachic. Diuretic properties are also ascribed to them. (Pharm. Ind.) 
They axe also given in anasarca and used in plasters for abscesses. 

X2I2 V. dnerea, Less. 

VtSll.Sahadem, Pb. ; Seerashengalaneer, Tam. 

Found throughout India, ascending to 8,000 feet in the Himalaya, 
Kh&sia and Peninsular Mountains. 

Used in medicine by the Hindus, in decoction, to promote perspira¬ 
tion in febrile affections. (Ainsiie.) ' 


VERONICA. 

1213 Veronica Beccabunga, Linn., Scrophui.akine«. 

•Vem.—? 

Frequent in the Himalaya at from 5,000 to q.ooo feet. 

Honigberger states that the plant is ofiidnal in Kashmir. {Dr. Stew- 
urt'.) 


VIGNA. 

12x4 I j^Vigna Catiang, Endi., Lsguhikosx. 

Syn. — Dolicbos sinensis, Linn. 

Vdn.— Lobiya, raieh, Hind.; Barhati, Beno.; Rijamitka, Sans.; 
Ciowlai, Mahr. 

Native, and universally cultivated in the tropical zone. 

Considered hot and diuretic and difficult of digestion. Used to- 
strengthen the stomach. {Baden-Powell.) 

/illflrelft ny itipbqfftirfi« q, Veni. See Limsuthemiun uyniplueddes, 
Gentiava^;;&s. 
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VINfA. • ^ 

Vinca rosea, Linn. Apoctnaceje. ^ * 12x5 

Vern .—Rattanjoi (Stewaft); SgdaphoU, Mahr. • 

A West Indian plant, much cultivated about pagodas. 

This is mentioned tis Rattanjat. {Dr. Stewart.) • 

Vinegar.* See ^Acetnm. 

VIOLA. 


Viola cinerea, Bom., Violace.®. . 1216 

Vern. — Banafsha, SiND., Pb. 

FoiJnd in the dry, hilly region of the Punjab and Sind. 

This is one of the plants which produce the Banafsha of the bazars. 


/V. odorata, 

Vem. — Banafshah, Hind., Pers., Boh. ; Bonosi, Brno, j Banafshaj, 
Arab. ; V/iyiUttu, Tah. ; BAga banAsa, Mahr. ; Banaphsa,, Guz. 

. Met with in Kashmir, altitude 5,000 to 6,000 feet. 

The plant is generally considered cold and moist, and is especially 
valued as a purgative in bilious affections. {Dymock.) It is sold in the 
bazars in the dry state, and prescribed by the hakims as a diaphoretic in 
the treatment of fever. It nauseates slightly, owing to the presence of 
violina, a principle closely resembling emetine, on which depend the pro¬ 
perties of Ipecacuanha. (O'Shaughnessy.) 

V. serpens. Wall, 

Vem. — Thungtu, banafsha, HiNO. ^ 

Met with in the moist weeds throughout the temperate Himalaya, 
Khasia hills, Pulney and Nilgiri mountains, and Ceylon, altitude 
5,000 to 7,000 feet. • 

The flowers are considered diaphoretic and laxative j the seeds are 
diuretic and the root emetic. {Atkinson.) 


Z2X7 


1218 


Virginian Snake Root. &zAriitolodUa8eipentaria,Z/»«., Aristo- 

lochiace®. 


VISCUM. 

Viscum album, Linn,, Loranthace®. 1219 

Mistletce. • • • 

Vera. — Bambal, wahai, ahali, Pb. ; Dibk, Arab. 

This parasite occurs in many places at froiji 3,500 to 9,000 feet, in 
the Punjab Himalaya up to the Indus, and lb the Sulaiman Range, 

Mr. Honigberger states that it is given in enlargement of the spleen, 
in cases of wound, tumour, diseases of the ear, &c. {Dr. Stewart.) 

The dried berries imported into Bombay under the name of Kish- 
mish-i-kdwuliydn tvulg., Kishmish-kawli) are probably obtained from 
this plant. 

V. monoicum, JRoxd, ^ j tom>a 

Vera. — Kuchle-ka-malang, Hind.; KuchU-U-sonhan, ,Dec. i PuUurivi, 

Tam,, Tel. a 

The leaves of a visems, doubtfully 
on Nux Vomica trees in the neighbourh 
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ma. , 

to posaesspoisonou^pn^terties, sifiiitar to those of the tree on which it 
groyti. r The sufajeqt was invesfigated by Sir O'Shauj^neety, who de¬ 
tected in the powdered leav» the presence of strychnine ana brucine. 


. VITEX. 

X22X Vit^ leubozylon/Ziffff. /, VxRBEMACKiE. ' 

* Vemv—Goiia, horina, ashmai, Benq.; Luhi, neva^di, Tel.; S»ngtm\ 

, ' iurril, Kah. ; Tohra, Maoh. ; Shtrasa Mar. ; Hiouisha, Buau. 

A very largej deciduous tree of Chittagong, Burma, Andamar 
Islands aud South India. ^ 

( The bark and root are used as astringent# {Major Fori). 

1222 y, Negundo, Linn. 

Vetn.— SanbhMd, nirgandi, Hind. ; Nishinda, Benq. ; Nirgundi, Sans, ; 
Aslaq, Arab. ; Sisban, I^rs. ; Shinb&li, Dec. iNoch-chi^Ku. t Telia- 
vimlli, Tel. ; Kiyon-bhin-Hn, Burn. ; Katri, Bom. ; Lingoor, Mahr. 

Widely distributed throughout India. 

^ " Sanskrit writers mention two varieties of Nirmndi —that with pale 

blue flowers is called Sindhuvira (Vhex trifolia] ), and that with blue 
flowers is called Nirgundi. The properties of both are identical, but 
the latter is generally used in medicine. The root of V. Negundo is con¬ 
sidered tonic, febrifuge and expectorant. The leaves are aromatic, 
tonic and vermifuge. A decoction of Nirgundi leaves is given with 
the addition of long pepper in catarrhal fever with heaviness of head and 
dullness of hearing. A pillow stuffed with the leaves of Nirgundi is 
placed under the head for relief of headache. The juice of the leaves is 
said to have the property of removing foetid discharges and worms from 
ulcers. An oil prepared with the juice of the leaves is applied to sinuses 
and scrofulous sores." {Hindu Mat. Med.) Dr. Fleming remarks 
that the leaves are discutient, and are useful in dispersing swellings of 
joints from acute rheumatism and of the testes from suppressed gonor. 
rhoea.' The people of Mysore are in the habit of treating febrile, catarrhal 
and rheumatic affections by means of a vatxiur bath prepared with this 
plant. Roxburgh also mentions the use of the decoction of the leaves as 
rath in the puerperal state of women in India, and Ainslie states that the 
Mahomedans smoke the dried leaves for the relief of headache and ca¬ 
tarrh. ' The dried fruit acts as a vermifuge. {Pharm. Ind.) 

1223 V. 2P. 

‘ ^^eSa.—Hab-uUfakad, Asab. : Tukm-irpanjangushi, Pers. ; Shambaloo 
kabij. Hind.; Renu kabij. Boh, 

A small, dull gray, ovoid fruit, the size of a duck shot, half enclosed 
in the c^yx, to wracn a portion of the pednucle remains attached. 

It is imported from Persia, and is considered to act as a resolvent and 
deobstruent in enlargements of the spleen. Probably the fruit of 

V. agsu CMtu. 

1224 V. trifolia, Linn. 

'dtBO.— NUldndai'Bma.iSambhalu.Him.i SiHdkutiTa,SKva.i Atlaque- 
dbi, Arab.] Panj^Hgushie-M, Pers.; Nimotki, Tam.; .Ymilli, Tel.; 
Lingoor, Mahr.*} Xyoung-tan, Burk. 

A small b«e or shrub of Bengal, South India and Burma. 

The plant is highly extolled by Bontius under its Malayan name 
ggo^ij he spe^^ it as anodyne, diuretic, and emmenagogue, and 
isfifies to the of fomentations and baths prepared with this 
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” noble herb” as he terms it, in the treatment tf Btri-beri, and in th 
allied and obscure afiection, burning erf the feet.| (Pham. 


vms. 

Vltis qu^^draagularis, Wall, kwes.-u.-a&a.. 

Vem. — Hanara, Brno. ; Perundei cedie, Tam. j NtdU-reetiethf Tki. ' 
Tsgatigelam^arenda, Mal. * 

Found throughout the hotter parts of India, from the f<fct of the 
Western Himlayas in Kumaun to Ceylon and Malacca. 

• The leaves and younff shoots ^hen dried are powdered and given in 
bbwel complaints. Fotwal states that the Arabs when suffering 4 rom 
affections of the spine make beds of the stems. (Aintlie.) 

V. setosa, Wall. 

Vefn.— Barabwisali, Tbi. 

. Found in the Western Peninsula, from the Circars and Mysore 
southward. 

Every part of the plant is exceedingly acrid. The leaves, toasted and 
oiled, are applied to indolent tumours, to bring them to suppuration. 
(Roxb.) 

V. vinifera, Linn. 

y/mu—Ang^r, dik, dikh, Hind.; Anguf'^hal, kUmis, manakkd, Bbno. ; 
Drdkski, mridmkd, Sans, j Ainab, Arab. ; Angdr, Pbrs. ; Kedumun- 
dir^atkam, Tkk.} Drakfka.fi(mdu, Tm.. t Draksha, Mahr.; SabUsi, 
Burk. 

Perhaps wild in the North-West Himalaya, cultivated extensively 
in North-West India, and rarely in the Peninsula and Ceylon. 

"The dried frmts, tcalled rmsins, are used in mediane. They are 
described as demulcent, laxative, sweet, cooling, agreeable and usefiil in 
thirst, heat of body, cough, hoarseness and consumption.” (Hindu 
Mat. Med.) piey are an ingredient of compound tincture of carda¬ 
moms and of tincture of senna, and are chiefly used for the saccharine 
matter they impart. (Pharmacographia.) 


VIVERRA. 

Viverra zibetha, Linn., Rodentla. • . 

The Zibeth, orZiBEXH Civet Cat. 

" In Southern India, the unctuous odoroi^ sacretion of this animal is 
much employed by the native practitioners, under the name of kusturi. 
In Travancore there was, and probably there is still, an establishment, 
kept up at the expense of the Government, in which these animals were 
kept and reared for the sake of their secretion, which is used for per- 
fumery as well as for medicinal purposes. Valuable stimulant and aphro¬ 
disiac wrtues are ascribed to it, but probably it possesses no special 
powers in these respects. (Pham. Ind.) 

• 

WahlenbergiaRoylel, DC., Cavfakulaces. See CodoaopidaOnia, | 
Benth. 


Wax. See Cera. 
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I WEDEUA. 

jV^edi^ aUeaduI^ea, Less, Coxposita. 

Syn.— ^Vbrbbsina calendulacea, Roxb. 

Vern.— Bangra, kesanua, *PUa-bMt\gi, bkHnsarija, SaNS, j 

Bkinr^, HIND.; PUima bhangra, Bon, j Pivalamaba, Mahr. '■ 

Met with in mtjst places in Bengal, Assam, Silhet, the 'Eastern and 
Western Peninsulatf and Ceylon. Has a slight camphoraceotis smell. 

^Ije leaves of this plant are said by Dr.U. C. Dutt, in his Materia 
Medina, p. tSt, to be used in dyeing grey hair, and in promoting the 
grof^th of hair. They are considered tome, alterative and usefcl in 
cough, cephalalgia, sun diseases .and alopecia. The juice of the l^ves 
is much used as a. snuff in cephalalgia. The ^eeds, flowers, as well as the 
leaves, are used in decoction as deobstruent. i 


Whale, spenn. See Physeter nacrocephalua, Linn., Mammalu. 
Wheat, common. See Tridcum. 


WITHANIA. 

1239 Withania coagulans, Dunal, Solanace^. 

Syn.—P unekria coagulans, Stocla . 

Vita. — Panir - Mif , Hind j Habbul - iiknaje - Hindi , Arab, j Tuikme , 
bainaje - HindiiFRRS.i Askvagandha , Beng,: Amukhuri - vtrai , Tam,; 
Panneru - gadda - vittHlu , Tel. ; Kakandja , kiknaj . Bom. 

Frequent in Punjab and Sind. 

The dried fruits are sold in the bazars under the name Punir ja- 
fata. They are used in dyspepsia and flatulent colic and other intestinal 
affectioift. In the form of an infusion they are employed along with 
leaves and twigs of Rhazya stilcta, DC. (Pharm. Ind.) The dried 
fruit is also used to coagulate milk in the process of cheese manu¬ 
facture. In Dr. Dymock’s Materia Medica the fruit is said to be 
alterative and diuretic and us^ul in chronic liver diseases. 

1231' [-W. somnifera, 

Syn.—P hvsalis somnieeba. Link . 

Von,— Asgand , Hind. ; Ashvagandha , Beng., Sans. ; Amkoolang , Tam. 

Found throughout drier, sub-tropical India; frequent in the West and 
Hindustan, rare in Bengal. 

The root is regarded as tonic, alterative, and aphrodisiac, and is 
usechin consumption, emaciation of children, debility from old age, 
rheumatism, &c. It has also narcotic and diuretic properties. The root 
sold in the bazars rf South India resembles Gentian root in external 
appearance. The gfRouqd root and bruised leaves are employed as a 
local application to carbuncles, ulcers, and painful swellings. (Hindu 
Mat, Med. : Pharm. Ind.) The root is also said to have deobstruent 
properties. The leaves are ve^ bitter, and are given in infusion in fevers. 
The fruit is cfluretic. The Telinga phyisicians suppose the roots to 
be alexipharmic. Dr. Dymock, in his Materia Medico, says that the 
bazar root, although sold under the same names as the root of this 
plant, bears no resemblance to it The source of the bazar root re¬ 
mains yet undiscoverad. To distinguish one from the othef, he describes 
••hem separately, noting clearly all the points of differences that exist 
tetween them. f 

90d*ap{^e Tom-' See Feronla El^hantnm, Corr„ Rutacea. 
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* WOODFORDIA. * 

v-WobdTordia floribunda, Saiish., LTTHRACEiE.* 

Syn.— GKISLKA TOVENTq^A, Sfxh. 

• Vem.— Dim, dhavla, Maura, tanlha. Hind.; Dhaiphul, 'Rmta:•, DhitaUi 
• Sans.; Dhewti, Oudh; Dakiri, Nepal; JaHko, Uwya; Jargi, Tel. 
^hulsatti. Mas. ; Dhaitee, dhaurte. Bom. , 

Common thtpughout India, ascending to 5,ooo*feet in the Himalayas. 

The dried ffowers are regarded as stimulant and astringent; and are 
much used in bowel complaints and hsemorrhages. Two d^hms erf 
the dried flowers are given with curdled milk in dysentery, and wit* honey 
iff menorrhagia. The powdered ffowers are sprinkled over ulcers for 
diminishing their discharge and promoting granulation. (Hindu Mat. 
Med.) • 

Wonxiseedi See Artemisia marlHma, Linn., CoifFOSiT.s. 
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WRIGHTIA. 

Wrightia anWdysenterica, Crrh., ApocTNAca®. See Hoianfagia 

antidysenterica, Wall, 

W. tinctoria, Br. 

Vem. — Indarjou, Hind., Pbrs. ; Dudhi, Banda ; Lasinul^aasifir, Arab. ; 
PilifTAK.s TetUap&l, Tel.; Kola ilurfu. Mas. ; Kilikudi,'&on.. 

Raiputana, Central and South India. 

“ There are two kinds of Indar-jou in the bazar, sweet and bitter. Ac¬ 
cording to some native works and many native practitioners and drug¬ 
gists, they are the produce of one and the same plant, vie., W. tiuctoria; 
but this is contrary to the fact. W. tinctoria is found in several gardens 
of Madras, and it alwavs produces only one kind of seeds, which are the 
sweet Indar-jou. The bitter Indar-jou is the produce of Holazrhena 
antidysenterica and H. pubescens." (Moodeen Shariff.) For me^cinal 
properties see Holarrhena. 

W. tomentosa, Boem bl Schulz. 

Vem. — Keor.kilawa, Pb. ; Dudhi, dharauH, daira, Hino. ; Karinri, Nepal; 

Lepcha; Pal human, Uriya; Telia pal, koilamuiri, Tel.; 
hurt, A^. ; Lettouk-thein, Bush. 

A small, deciduous tree of the sub-Himalayas from the Bias eastward 
to Oudh, Bengal, Burma, Central and South India. _ « 

The terk of the stem and roots are given as an antidote to snakebite. 
Mr. Manson says the milky juice is used to stop bleeding by the Nepa¬ 
lese. (Gamble.) , • 

XANTHIUM. 


1233 • 


12^ 


Xanthium strumarium, Linn., Cokposit®. 1235 

Sys. — X. indicum, Kon., in Roxh. FI, Ind. Sd. C, B. C. 660; X. oaiEN- * 

TALE, £. 

Vem. — Chkoia-gokhru, (I) Hind.; Bun-okra, Beno.; Shankeshvara, 

Bom. ; AfarlumuUa, Tam.; Veritel-nep, TtM,} Aristha, Sans./ Lokakroo, 
kullan, Sind. • 

A weed, met with everywhere throughout th^lains of India, and a 
source of great annoyance to the cultivator. Common in waste olaces. 
river-banlu and especially so in the vicinity of v^ 
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In Dymock's Maieha Mfdtca the following account is mven :— 

“Tile whole plant is'supposed-to possess powerful diaphoretic s 
sedative {iropprties. it is generally administered in the form of decocti 
and is sai^ to be very efficacious in long standing cases of malarii 
fever." fS'. Arj'utt.) Mr, Baden-Pdwell Says that the root is a bit 
tonic, useful in ^ncer and strumous ffiseases. 

Xylocatpus Cnoafum, Canpamolnccenaia, /am., ^ 

liACBa.' , 

c 

XYRIS. 

Xyris indka, Zinn., Xmmx. 

^ Vem ,—Chine gifts, Jaieedooiee, Beko. 

Found in Bengal, South Konkan and Coromandel. Generally gr 
on sandy soils. 

“ The natives of Bengal esteem it a plant of great value, because tl 
think it an easy, speet^, and certain cure for the troublesome erijpti 
called ringworms. (Hon'ble J^ohn Hyde in a letter to Roxburgh.) , 

Yeast. See Cerevlidae fexmentum, 

ZANONIA. 

*237 Zanonia indica, Linn., CucuRsiTACEiE. 

Vein.— Penar-vaUi, Mal. 

A plant of Assam and East Bengal, Deccan Peninsula, Malal 
Mountains, and Ceylon. 

The leajyes, beaten pp with milk and butter, are applied as a linimi 
in antispasmoffic affections. 

ZANTHOXYLON.* 

1238 Zanthoxylon alatum, Poxb., Rutaczje. 

Syn.—Z. HOSTILE, W(^l. 

‘ Vem,— Tejbal, tumru, Hind.; Nepdli dhanid, Beng. ; Tumburu, Sans 

Met with in’thehot villages of sub-tropical Himalaya, ascendi 
to 6,000 feet from Jamu to Bhutan, Khisia Mountains, altitude 2,00c 
3,000 feet. ... 

Seeds and the bark are used as an aromatic tonic in fever, dyspep 
and> cholera. The small branches are used as tooth-brushes; thelarj 
ones to triturate hemp plant; they are also employed in toothache s 
catarrh, and are supposed to possess stomachic and carminative properti 
{Baden-Poviell; Phartnl Itid.) 

12519 Z. Budrunga, Wall. 

Properties similar to those of the-preceding plant. 

Z240. Z. IQxfAsa., Z>C. 

* Wau.’^-Tessul, koklee, chirphal, tr^hvl, Bov., Goa j Rhetsa tnaum, T: 

Found in the Western Peninsida, from Coromandel and .the Konlj 
southward. “ ... 

The fruit is used nnedidnally for its aromatic and stimulant proi 
ties. The Mahomedar physicians consider it to be hot and dry, and to 
have astringent, stitsfufiint and digestive properties. They prescribe it 
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ZEA. . 

Linn., Gkahinx£. 

Vern.—-BA««a,'i tnaUa^ Hliw. ; Janar, Beno. ; Khandaris, Arab. 
Gandume-maikah, Pers. ; Itfakkah^dri, Dec. ; 3fakka-sMlam,lTAU. 
iiakka-aonnalu, Tel. ; ttaiMi, bita. Bom. ; Piaan^, Burm. 

Lar^Iy cultivated in Upper IndM and the Himalayas. 

Maize pos|esses the nutntive properties of theflcereal’gr^ns generally 
but it is espeaafly remarkable for its fattening quality. In Soul^ Anerict 
r a kind of beer called Chica or Maize Beer is made from the gra^, and ir 
Western Africa a favourite beverage is prepared from maize calfbd pitti 
or pe.to. In the United States and^lsewhere the meal fs much used in the 
hospitals, and makes anjsxcellent emollient poultice. Gruel prepared from 
it is alsft stated to be sometimes more grateful to the sick than that Biadc 
from oat-meal. According to Landerer the silky styles and stigmata are 
used in Greece as a decoction in diseases of the bladder. [Bentley and 
Trimen.) \ 

Zinkum. 

Zinc. 

Granulated zinc is used in pharmacy for the preparation of the dHlo 
ride of zinc. 


■JZvn Mays, 


ZINGIBER. 


Zing^iber Cassumunar, Roxb., Scitauinxa. 

Vem.—£un-ada, Hind., Beno.ij Vana-adraka, Sans, j karpooskta, Tel.: 
Neesana, Mahr. 

Said to be carminative like the common ginger. a 


Z. officinale, Roscoe. 

Vem.— Hind. } Ada, Beng. ; Ardraka, Saks. Zanjalnl, Akab.; 
Zanjalnle kkuskk, Pers. ■. Shukku, Tam.; Sonti, Tel.; CA«Wa, 
Mal. ; Alen, Mahr. j Ginsi^khiav, Burk. 


Cultivated in many parts of India for its boot. 

" Ginger is described as acrid, heating, carminative and useful in 
dyspepsia, affections of the throat, head and chest, jiiles, rheumatism; 
urtK^ia, dropsy, &c.” (ffindu Materia Medica.) 'Qie Pharmacopceia 
Indica desenbes the root as stimulant, stomachic and carminative. It is 
useful in flatulence, flatulent colic, spasmodic affections of the bowels, and 
in chronic rheumatism. It acts as a stimulant and rubefacient when 
applied in certain forms of h eada che, toothache, various affections of the 
throat, and in shortness of sight dependent upon deficient power in the 
contractile tissue of the iris. When chewed it qpts as a sialagogue, and 
IS sometimes used in relaxed states of the uvula and tonsils. It is also 
tend to various purgative medicines to correct their griping 


ZIZYPHUS. 


Zizyphus glabrata, Beyne, RHAWOtX. 


\tXU.—Carookoova, Tam. ; KakoopaU, Tel 

Found in Eastern Bengal and Bhutan, in 
Nilgiri Mountains. 

A decoction of the leaves is Given to 
cachexia, (Ainslie.) 


Western Peninsula and the 
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Vwu—Birfiairg Hind, i K»t^ Mt/Beno. j Badari, Suia,; 5 t( 2 ft Arar.j 
HlMndr, nu£t Bora, MAiht.; Zetben, BuRM.r Rtngka, rui, Tel. 
m*», Kan. ' 

CuldvatdS throuj^bout India and &urma. 

The bruit ca^ed fujube is said to t)e nourishing, mawkish, mucilag^no^ r 
^ pectoral and^styptic^ The berriesCise considered the natives to pur, f 
blood afid to assist digestion. The bark is said to be a 'femedy for 
diarAice^ The root is used in decoction in fever ant? powdered to 
applied to ulcers and old wounds. The leaves form a plaster in'strahgu 
(SaddluPoviell.) ^ 

i, nummularia, W. & A. ' , * 

, o 'Vtn.—Karianna, Arc. ; Malta, Ur, jhari, hanta, N. W. f. i Nun\ 
jangro, SiND. j Parpalli, Kan. ' j 

Driep parts of North-West India and the Deccan. 

' The fruit is used in bilious affections; conaderd by natives cool ai 
astringent. 


Z. i^tlgaris, Lamk. 

<" Vat.—Vnndb, \rab., Bom. 

Found in Punjab, extending to the Western Frontier; and in d 
Punjab Himalaya ascending to 6,500 feet, wild and cultivated, extendi; 
to Bengal. 

The dried fruits are regarded as a suppurative, expectorant, and puf 
fier of blood. The bark is used to clean wounds and sores. The leav. 
when chewed are said to destroy the power of the toUgjje to apprecia' 
the taste of disagreeable medicines. (Dymoch.) 








